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DEDICATION. 



SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

HY DEAR BIB, . 

' Etbkt liberal motive duitcRB actuate ao 
Aa^Bnir in the dedication of Us labours, concun 
in directing me to you, as the person to wbem, 
the ft^Iowing Work should be inscribed. 

If there be a pleasure in cdebiating ^e di-- 
stinguished merit of a contemporary, nixed with 
a certain degree of vanity not altogether inex- 
cusable, in appearing fully sensible oS it, where > 
can I find erne, in complimenting whom I can ' 
wiUi more general approbation gratify Uioie 
feelings { Your excellence cot only is the Art 
over which yon have long pieuded with un- 

I,... r«,. CoO'ilc 
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' n OSDICATION. 

rivalled fiune, but also in Philoiophji: and elegant 
literature, is weQ known to the present, and will 
continue' to be die admiratioa of future ages. 
Your «qual and placid temper, your variety of 
conversation, your true politeness, by which you 
are so amiable in private society, imd that en- 
larged hospitality which has long made your 
house a common centre of union for the great, 
the accomplished, die learned, and the inge- 
nious ; all diese qualities I can, in perfect con- 
fidence of nofbeing accused of flattery, asoibe 
to you. 

If a man may indulge an honest pride, in 
having it known to the world, that he has been 
thought wor&y of particular attention by a 
person of the first eminence in the age in which 
he .lived, whose company has been universally, 
courted,-! am justified in aviuUng myself of die, 
usual privilege of a Dedication, when I mendm 
that there has been a long and uninterrupted 
firiendship between us. 



! If gratitnde should be acknowledged for b- 
Toun leoeiTed, I have this opportunity, my dear 
Sir, most sincerely to thank you for the many 
^appy hours which I owe to your kindness,— 
for the cordi^ty with which you have at all 
times been pleased to welcome me, — for the 
number of valuable acquaintances to whom you 
have introduced me, — for the nodes caenteque 
DeAm, whidi I have enjoyed under your roof. 

If a work should be inscribed to one who is 
master of the subject of it, and whose appro- 
bation, therefore, must eiuure it credit and suc- 
cess, the Life of Dr. Johnson is, widi the greatest 
propriety, dedicated to Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
who was the intimate and beloved friend of that 
great man ; the friend whom he declared to he 
" the most invulnerable man he knew } whom, if 
he should quarrel with him, he should find the 
most difficulty how to abuse." You, my dear 
Sir, studied him, and knew him well : you vene- 
rated and admired him. Yet, luminous as he . 



DtDICATIOR. 



was npon Ae whole, yoa perceived all the diades 
whidi minted in the grand compodtion; all the 
litde peculiarities and dight bl^niihe* which 
marked the literary C<deiaiu. Youi -nry warm 
commendation of the specimen which I gave in 
my "Journal of a Toiir to the Hebrides" of 
my being aUe to preserve his conversation in an 
aHthentick and lively manner, whidi opinion ^te 
Publick has confirmed, was the best encourage- 

' ment for me to persevere in my purpose of pro- 
ducing the whole of my stores. 

In one respect, this Woric will, in some pas- 
sages, be difi^rent &om the former, Li my 

. " Tour," I was almoBt unboundedly open in my 
conununications, and from my eagerness to dis- 
play, (he wonderiiil fertility and readiness of 
Joluwm's wit; freely shewed to ibe worid its 
dexterity, even when I vras myself the object of 
it I trusted that I should be liberally uQder- 
stood, as knowing very well what I was about, 
and by no means as simply unconscious of the 



DEDICATION. IX 

pointed effects of the satire. I own, indeed, 
that I was &rrogiint enough to suppose that the 
teneur of the test of tiie book woi^ suffidently 
guard, me against such a strange iioiputation. 
But it seems I judged too well <^ the worid ; 
for, though I could scarcely believe it, I have 
been undoubtedly informed, that many pers(Hi^ 
especially in distant quarters, not penetrating 
enough into Johnson's character, so as to under- 
stand his mode of treating his finends, have ar- 
raigned my judgement, instead of seeing that X 
was sennble of all th^ Ihey could observe. 

It is related of the great Or. Clarke, that 
when in one of Ms leisure hours he was un- 
bending himself with a few fi-iends in the most 
playiul and firolicksome manner, he observed 
Beau Nash approaching; upon which be sud- 
denly stopped ; — " My boys (swd he), let us be 
grave : here comes a fool." The worid, my 
fiiend, I have found to be a great fool, as to 
that particular on which it has become neces- 



DEDICATION. 



sary to speak veiy plun^. I have, therefore, in 
diif Work been more reaeired ; and ihou^ I 
tell nodiing but the truth, I have sdll kept' in 
my mind tliat die whole truth is not always to be 
exposed. This, however, I hare managed so as 
lo occaaion no diminution of tibe pleasure which 
mj book should' afford ; Aough malignity may ' 
■omtiimes be disappointed of its giadflcatuou. 
lam, 
My dear Sir, 
Your much obliged fimod. 
And faithful humble servant 
JAMES BOSWELL. 

London, April 20, 17E>1> 



ADVERTISEMENT 



FIRST EDITION. 



I AT last delirer to the world a Work viaA I 
hare long pKnntBod, and of whicli, I am afraid, too 
lagh e^pectatiooa have been raised. The delaj of ita 
publtcadoB must be imputed, in a consideFaUe degnc^ 
to the eztnordkury seel which has been shewn by 
distiogiuahed pemws in all quarters to nii^plf nw 
witb additional inAtrautien concerning ita iUustriouc 
subject; resembling in this the grateful tribes of 
andent nstiiwt^ (tf which erery individual wh eager 
to throv a stone agim the grave of a departed Hero, 
and thus to diare in the j»oub office ti erecting as 
luuxurable nMHMnnent to hie nuonorf ■ 

The Iflbonr and onsjous attention with which I 
ludTe eallected and arranged the materials of whidi 
tiww TotiuneB are oompoead, will hardly be conoeired 
by those who read them with careless facility. The 
stretch of mind and prompt udduity by whidi so 



Xn ADVERTISEMENT 

many conversatkns were {M-eseired, I mymlf, at eoaae 
distance of time, contemplate with wonder; and I 
must be allowed to Hu^est, that the nature of the 
Work in other respects, as it consistE of iurameraUe 
detadied particulan, all which, errat the most minute, 
I have spaxeA no pwis to ascertain irith a scmpulmu 
aatbenticity, has occasioned a degree of trouUe fiir 
beyond that of any other Bpedes of composition. 
Were I to detail the books which I hare consulted, 
and the inquiries which I have found it necessary 
to make by various channels, I should probaUy be 
thought ridiculously ostentatious. Let me only ob- 
serve, as a spedmen of my trouble, that I have some- 
thaes been obliged to nut half over I^ondos, in order 
to fix a date correctly; which, when I had accom- 
plished, I well knew would obtain me no praise, 
though a &ilure would have been to my disci;edit. 
And after all, perhaps, hard as it may be, i shall not 
be surprised if bmissions or mistakes be pcsnted out 
with invidious severity. I have also been extremely 
careful as to the exactness of my quotations ; h<^ding 
th^ there is a respect due to the puUick, which 
should Mige every Authour to attend to this, and 
never to presume to introduce them with,—" I think 
I have read ;"— or " If I remember right ;" when the 
originals may be examined. 

..Coujlc 



TO THE FIRST EDITIOK. XtH 

I beg leave to express my wiirtnest thanks to those 
irbo have been pleased to ferour me with communi- 
catioiis and advice in the ctmduct of mjr Work, fiut 
I cannot sufficiently acknowledge my obligations to 
my friend Mr. Malone, who was so good as to allow 
me to i%ad tohim almost the whole, of my manuscript, 
and make such remarks as were greatly for the ad< 
vantage of the Work ; ibou^ it is but &ir to him to 
mention,' that upon many occasions I differed frtun 
him, and followed my own judgement. I Kgret ex- 
oeedin^y that I was deprived of the benefit of hb 
rerisioa, when not more than one half of the boc& 
bad passed through the press;' but after having com' 
plet«d bis very laborious and admirable edition of 
Shakspeare, for which he generouE^y wovdd accept 
of no other reward 'but that feme which he has. so 
deservedly obtained, he fulfilled his promise of a long 
wisbed-for visit to his relations in Ireland; from 
whence his saie retum^^niitu Atlieis is desired by bis 
ftieuds here, with all the classical ardour of Sic ft 
X>tni potena Ct/pri; fer there is no man in whom 
more elegant and worthy qnalities are united ; and 
whose Bodety, tlierefore, is more valued by those who 
laHnvhini. 

It J8 painM to me to think, that while I was carry- 

TOL. I. b 



XIV ADVERTISEHENT 

lug on this Work, mtobI et those to whom it wobld 
liiir« bent meet intereslang have died. &ich nielBii- 
eboly du^ptMHtments we know to be inddeiit to 
hunsoity; but ve do not feel them t}ie lesi. Let 
BM particiUarlf Iwnmt the 'Reverend Thoiub Wak- 
TOH, and the Reverend Or. Adams. Mr. W^RTeir, 
umdat his varietf of geniui and kamtng, wu as 
ezodlent BiograpW-. His amtribntioiiB to my C(A~ 
kction are highly ettimaJ:^ ; and as he had a true 
i^iah of my " Tour to the Hebrides," I trutPt I 
: ahould tunv have been gratified with a larger share of 
hie kind ^probatuHi. Dr. Adaub, emiDent as the 
Head of a College, as a vriter, aad as a most »!"'nW<' 
man, bad Jkoovn Johnson firam bis early years, sad 
was his friend tlitoog^ liie. Wbat reason I bad to 
hope Ji>r tbe countanaiioe of that veim-aUe Gentle* 
man to this Work, will a|i|iear from what be wrote to 
me upon a fixmer.oooaaioB fr«n Oxford, November 
17, 17»!e— "Dear $ir, I haxard this IMtv. oot 
knowing where it will fitkd you, to thAnk you for yaw 
nry afpeeaUe ' Totu-,' which I found here tm. my 
return frtm tlie cowitry, and in which you have 
d«i»ot«d our friead so p^fectly to my foncy, in every 
attitude, everyscene and sitaation, that I hare thongfat 
myself in the compiuiy, and rf tbe party almost 
tbrou^Kut. It has given very general etiubufiioa ; 

' ..Coujlc 



TO TMB FIRST EDITION. XV 

and those wbo hare found most hvlt with a paasage 
here and there, hare agreed that they conld not help 
goiDg through, and being entertained with die whole. 
I wish, indeed, some few gross ezpresaions had heen 
Boftenedj and a few of our Hero's ftnbleH had heen a 
little more shaded ; but it is neefiil to ^ the weak- 
nesses incident to great minds; and you hare given 
us Dr. Johnson's authority that in history all ought 
to be told." 

Such a sanction to my Ku:ulty of giving a just re- 
presentation of Dr. Johnson I could not conceal 
Nor will I suppress my satfefection in the constnons- 
nes8, that by recording so ix>nsiderab)e a portion of 
the wisdom and wit of " the brightest omajuent rf 
the eighteenth century,"" I have largely provided 
for the instruction and entertainment (^ mankind. 

IjoiubKi, April 20, 1791. 

■ See Mr. Mal«ne'i TteSux to ba tiHk 



ADVERTISEMENT 



SECOND EDITION. 



That I waa atmoos tor the ewceaa of a Work 
nrliich bad employed much of my time and labour, I 
donotwishtoctaiceal: but whatever doubts I ttt any 
time entertained, have been entirely removed by tbe 
veiy fitrourable receptioa with whicb it bas been 
honoured. That reception has excited my best ez- 
crtiona to render my Book more perfect ; and in this 
endeavour I hare bad tbe assistance not only of some 
of my particular friends, but of many other learned 
and ingeniotu men, by whii^ I hare been enaUed to 
rectify some mistakeB, and to enrich the Work with 
many valuable additions. These I hare ordered to 
be printed separately in quarto, for tbe acconunodation 
of the purchasers of the first edition. May I be pet- 
mitted to say that the typogn^y of both editions 
does honour to the press of Mr. Henry Baldwin, 
now Master c^ the Worshipful Cianpauy (d Stationers, 
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ADVBRTISKMKIIT TO TJIE StCOHD BDITIOM. Xm 

wlwm I hare long known a worthy mmi and an 
obliging friend. 

In the Btrangely mixed scenes of huAan exiBtonce, 
our feelings are often at once pleaamg and paiafaL- 
Ofthiatrnth, tbepn^rees of the present Wort fni-. 
niahw a strildng- inataiwe. It was WgWy grati^JBg 
to me tlat my friend. Sip Joshua Hetmoldb, to 
whrm it is inscribed, iived to pemae it, and to giro 
the stroogeat testimony to its fidelity; hit begire.a . 
sec<»d edition, which he oontribated to improre, 
could be finished, the world has been deprived irf that 
BUMt mlnafale man; a loss c^ which the r^ret wiU 
be deep, and Wting, and extensire, proportirante to 
the felidty which he diffiued Uirmigh a wide drde 
of admirers and friends. 

In reflecting that the tUustrions snigcct of this 
Work, by being more extensirdy and intimately 
' known, however elevated before, has men in the ve- 
neration and love of mankind, I feel a satiafactiim 
beytmd what &me can afibrd. We cannot, indeed, 
too much or too often admire hia wmderfal power* of 
mind, when we consider tliatthe prindpd store ttf 
wit and wisdom which this Work coatains was not 
a particular selection from his general converaation, 
but was merely his occasional talk at such times as I 
had the good fwtune to be in his compBny; and. 



Xrili ADVBRTUKHENT 

. vitJiout doubt, if his discourse at other periods had 
been collected vitb die same attentitm, the whole 
tenour of what he uttered would hsve been found 
squaflf excellent. 

His strong, clear, and animated enforcement of 
rdlgion, morality, loyalty, and subordination, while 
it delights and improres the wise ai>d the good, wiH, I 
tmst, prove an eActnal antidote to that deteetaUe 
sc^istiy which has been lately ipported from Fnmce, 
under the false name of Philosophy, and with a mal^- 
naat iodustzy has been employed agunst the peaoe> 
good order, and lmp|mies8 of society, in our free and 
prosperous country ; but, thanks be to Gois witlio«t 
Itfodudng tlw pmiidtnis effects which wens hoped far 
by its pn^ngatiHV. 

It seems tone, in my mbmmtsofself-complaceNcy, 
that this extensive bi<^;rap)iica] Work, however iir< 
-ferior in' its nature, may in one reqiect he assimilated 
to the Odtsskt. Amidst a thousand entertaining 
and instructive episodes the Heho is never long out 
of sight ; for they are all in some degree connected, 
with him; and He, in tiie whole course of the Hi- 
story, is exhibited by the Authour for the best ad- 
vantage of his readers : 



TD THE SXCOND EblTION. XSX 

Shonld tliere be any cdd-blooded and morose mfntals 
' who really dislike this Book, I wiD gira them a itiHy 
to apply. When the great Duite of Mari^bokodoh, 
accampBiiied by Lord Cadooan, was one day recon- 
HMtaing tlie atmyia Flandere, a heavy rain came on, 
and they both called lor tlieir doaks. Lord Ca- 
dooan's serrant, agoodhumoored alert lad, brought 
iua Lordship's Jn a minute. The Duke's eetraot, a 
Jaay aulkydt^ was so aluggiah, that his Grace bdng ^ 
.wet to the aldn, reprored him, and had for answer 
with a grant, "I came as fast aa I coald;" upon 
which the Duke calmly said,—" Cadooan, I would 
not &r a thousand pounds hare that fellow's tempM-/ 
- There ate stmie men, I believe, who have, or think 
,they have, a very small share of vanity. Such may 
^eak of their literary &me in a decorous style of dif- 
fidence.. But I oonfess, that I am m formed by 
nature and by habit, that to restrain the effusion ot 
deHf^t, on having obtained such tame, to me would 
be truly painfiiL Why then should I suppress it f 
Why " out of the abundance of the heart" should I 
not speak 7 Let me then mention with a warm^ but 
no insolent emltation, that I have been regaled with 
spontaneous pruse of my Work by many and various 
persons eminent for their rank, learning, talents, and 
accomplishments; much of which praise I have under 



IX ADVBRTIEKMENT TO THE SBCOtfll EDITIOV. 

tfaeir handa to be repoeited in my itrchiTea at Audiin> 
leek. An honouraUe and rereread friend speaktng <^ 
tbe fiiToniable receptitm of my roUuDes, eren in the 
drcles of &ehion and elegance, aaid to me, " you bars 
made them all talk Jt^uuon."— Yes, I ma^ add, I 
have JoImBOniaed the land; and I'tnut Aeywill not 
only talk, but think, Johnson. 

To numerate those to whom I have been thus in- 
debted, would be tedioualy ostentatious. I cannot 
however but name one, whose pniae ia truly valnable, 
not only oa account of his knowledge and abilitiee, 
but onacGOont ofthemaguidcent, yet dangerous an- 
basay, in which he is now ranployed, which makes 
erery thing that relates to him peculiarly interesting. 
Lord Macabtney &Toured me with his own oopytf 
my book, with a number of notes, of whidi I have 
availed myself. On the first leaf I found in hia 
. Lofdehip'B hand-writing, an insmpticm of such high 
commendation, that even I, vain as I am, cannot pre- 
vail on myself to puUish it. - 

[Jaly 1, 1793.1 



ADVERTISEMENT 



THIRD EDITION. 



Several valuable letters, and other curioiu 
matter, faaving been commotiicated to the Authonr 
too late t» be arranged in that chrondogtcal order 
wliich he lad endeavoured unifornily to observe in his 
fforb, he was obliged to inb^nce them in bis Second 
Edition, by way of Addenda, as comntodionaly as he 
could. In the present edition they have been di^ 
tribnted in their proper places. In reviung Ub 
volomee for a new edition, he liad pointed out where 
some of these materials should be inserted ; bnt un- 
fortunately, in the midst of his labours, he was seised 
with a fever, of which, to the great rep«t of all bis 
friends, he died on the 1 0th of May, 1 795. All the 
Notes tliat he had written in the mar^ i£ the copy 
which he had in part revised, are here faithfiilly pre- 
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XXli ADVE,KTIBIKENT 

seired ; and & few new Notes have been added, prin- 
dpalty by some of those frtenda to whom the Authour 
in the former editions acknowledged hip obligations. 
Those suhseribed with tbe letter B. were commu- 
nicated by Dr. Burnby; those to which the letters 
J. B, are annexed, by the Rev. J. B. Blakiwat, rf 
Shreirabury, to whom Mr. Bobwell acknowledged 
himself indebted for some judidous rem&rks on the 
first edition of his Work; and the letters J. B.— O. 
are annexed to some remarks furnished by the Au- 
thonr's second son, a Student t^ BraEen-N<»e College 
in Oxford. Some valuable obserrations were com- 
muoicated by James Bindley, Esq. First C<Hn- 
miadoner in the Stamp-Office, which have been ac- 
knowledged in their prtqer places.. For all those 
without any aigaature, Mr. Malone is answeraUe.— 
Every new remark, not written 1^ the Aothonr, for 
the soke of distinction has been eaclaa^d within 
crotchets. 

I have only to add, that the proof'Sheeta of the 
|»«8rat edition not having passed through my hands, 
I am not answeraUe for any typographical errours 
that may be' found in it. Having, however, be» 
printed at the very accurate press of Mr. Baldwin, 
I maks no doubt it will be found not less perfect than 



the former edition; the greatest care haTiiig bem 
taken, bj correctnces and elegance to do justice to one 
of the most imtructife and enterttuniag works in the 
English language. 

,EDM. MALONE. 
April 8, 179S. 
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FOURTH EDITION. 



In tliis edition are inserted some new letters of 
which the greater part has been obligingly commu- 
nicated by the fieverend Doctor Vtbs, Rector of 
Lambeth. Those written by Dr. Johnson OBicem- 
ing his mother in her last illness, furnish a new ^oot 
of his great piety and tenderness of heart, and tliere- 
. fore cannot but be acceptable to the readers rf this 
very popular work. Some new notes also hare been 
added, whidi, as well as the observations inserted in 
tbe tliird edition, and the letters now introduced, are 
carefully included within crotchets, that the authour 
may not be answerable for any thing which had not 
the sanction of his approbation. The remarks of hia 
friends are distinguislied as fonn^ly, except those of 
Mr. Malonb, to which the letter H. is now sub- 
joined. Thoseto which the letter K. is affixed were 
communicated by my leiuned friend, ibs Rererend 



ADVKRTIBEKENT TO THE FOURTH EDITION. TtJ 

Doctor Kearney, formerly Senior Fellow of Trinity 
Cc^ege, Dublin, and now beneficed in the dioorae of 
Bqilioe in Irbland, of which he is Archdeacon. 

Of a worlc which has been before the publick for 
tliirteen years with increasing approbation, and of 
which near four thousand copies have been dispersed, 
it is not necessary to say more ; yet I cannot refrain 
from adding, that, hig^y as it is now estimated, it 
will, I am confident, be still more rained by posterity 
a century hence, when all the actors in the scene shall 
be numbered witii the dead ; when the excellent and 
extraordinary man, whose wit and wisdom are here 
recorded, idiafl be viewed at a still greater distance ; 
and the instruction and entertfunment they afford 
. will at once produce reverential gratitude, admiration, 
KnA deligbt. 

E.M. 
June SO, 1804. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



FIFTH EDITION. 



In this fifth edition some eirouis of the press, 
which had crept into the text uid notes, in onisectuence 
of i-epeated impr««aionB, barel)een corrected. Two 
lettecs written by Dr. Jobhson, and Kvraal new 
notes, have been added; by irtiiclif it is hixped* thii 
nduable Work is stiU furtber improred. 

E.M. 

Jujuuy 1, I8O7. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE 



PROSE WOKKS' OF 8AMUBL JOHNSON, LL. D. 

[N. B. To th« riiidi he liim«If Kknoiricdged fa added 
ackaovL To tbnae which auy be fbllj bdiarcd to be hit from 
intetml erldom, it sddcd tiifmi. niU] 

1735. Abkidgeuemt aod tniwlatioQ of hdbo't Toyiga to 
AbTwiiiia. acftntnl^ 

1738. Pan of B tnnalalioD of Father Paul Supi'a Bittorr of Ihs 

Conndl of Trent, admal. 
[N.B. As thii wo^ >fteinDie sheeta wot printed, niddenljr 
atopped, I know not whether any pact of it is noV to be ibond.] 
For the Caitleman'i StagaiUu. 
Prafbee. inieni.aiid. 
Life of Father FhuI. adcaoaiL 

1739. A ctanplrte nndicMiaa of the Lkenwr of the Stag« fiom 

the maGdotu and Kandaloui a^ioiiiHA ot Ab. Btooke, 
■uthmu of Ctustaiua Van. arkatuKL 
Manner tfarfilciaut! or, an Brntj on an amaent pio> 
pbatka] iiuaipcioa in monUih Ajnm, Utdy diaconnd 
naar Jjjnme inNoriblki bji Probus BmiTAKsicua. 

For Iht GeiUitmait't Maga^Am, 

Idlb of BodhaaTe. aekaaiil. 

AddMB M tho Ko^. Men*. Mri^. 

Appeal to die PnUkk in bdulf of die Editor. Mmi. n4d: 

Connderatiooa <Hi ^ caae of Dl. Trm'a Sennona ; a ^au- 
alble attempt to ^rore that an autluai'i notk maj be 
abridged wilboot injuring; hit pnptny. ociMxJ. 

* I do not bere Include hli Pcwtieil Worki 1 for, aoepllBg hli LallB 
Tiinilattan of Pope^ MeHUib. hii Landon, and fall Vanity of Hdiub 
WUhei imitated from JuTenal 1 hla PiuloguB on the opening of Dnrj- 
LaB* Tbeatn lljf Kr. Ganlib, and hli Iieae, a Tngcdy, IlieT an T«f 
DDBWiiui, andlnpnenl ihort; aad 1 bave pramiied ■ ampIHa edlUoB 
stOam, imriikdi I ihaU with tlu nmoit eve ocenaln thdrautbes. 
ilcity, *nd lUuitn 



XXnU CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOODE 

1740. Far m GenOemmU Maga^M. 

FiAce. intern, evid. 

life of Adminl Dnke. adcuoal. 

life of Adnunl Blalu. ockrunBl, 

Life of Philip Binetier. aekiumi, 

Emy oa Epit^ihi. ackrunel. 
174l> Far tht G«nU«niHi'( Magadne. 

A&eetmidatkHiof the Jtsuof HieKida,iriih loinno- 
dnetiaD. Mem. evid. 

DdHte 0)1 the HmMt Petition and Advke at^ Rump 
PariiMneiit to Ciomvdl in 16S7, to usume the Title of 
King; (bridged, medtoffized iBd dwited. inttr*. eiM. 

rmuLttkni ef Abbi Goyoa'a INBaertMion OD the AmK 



1743. Far Ok GentUmatCt Maga^ne. 

Pre&cc talem. coid. 
EisH on the Acaunt of the Cooduct of the Dacheu of 

HttritMCDO^ aefcnovL 
An Account of Ike life of Pe«KBiiimu.iuA»in>I. 

■" "" loDr.Siran'* 

[ FnnoeabfeT printing KbliolbecaHerlciatis, Of a Catalogue 

of the Librur of the E*il of Oxbid, eftermidB prefixed 

to the fint VDlume of thu Catalogue, in sbich the Latin 

Accounts of the Books irere written by hirD. ac}nu>al. 
Abridgement, entitled. FaragnHittocj, intern, evid. ' 
BagHT on the Desniptian of China, frara the Frendi of Da 

Halde. iidem.emd. 
1743. Dc^catiaD to Dr. MMd of Di. Jamea'i MeOciiua Die- 

tiouai;. bttcra. oAA. 

For ete Gertkman'i Magaicine. 
PttlMe. intern, evtd. 
Pariiameotirf Debates under the name of Debatei in the 

Senate of Lilliput, tram Nov. IS, 1740, to Feb. 23, 

1742-3, inclusive, aeknmel. 
ConBideiBtiiHis on the Dispute between Crounu and Wsi- 

burtoD on Pope's Essay cai Mao. intern, evi^ 
A Letts, uuuwnciDg that the JJlt of Mi. SaragB wa* 

tfeoiSij ts be puWshed by a paion wbo n* GiToared 

intbliucoiifidBice. iHUnunld. 



AArcrtMeoNat fin dboiM eo 
logae. Infers, evid. 
17M. lite ot SiAmiA Sunft. tekmrmL 

Pn&cc io tbe Bwlcun BlisGdliii j. adaunL 

For Vte CetUleman'i Jlfagasine. 
PR&er. tatrrn. ffiU. 

1746. MknUuMOBi OburvBtkoi oo ibe Tngedj of Mwbedi, 

villi nouili m SazT. H.'i (8ii Tbomu HnnmeT'i) 
Editko of Shakipcue, ■□d ptoponls for b new Edicion 
ofllutPoet. sdltiMml. 

1747. Plao (br ■ DictionvT of the Emolish Lakouage, ad- 

dte«ed to Philip Dorma, £ul of Cberinfldd. ocAwnvl. 
For ffte GenUenwn'i Magaxime. 

1748. tjf^of RoKramDOi. ocAmnrL 

Fordgn Wiarj, Norcmber. Intern, nid. 
For Mr. Doddej/'i PttetfSor. 



20th of Umrdi tbia ^, and iIk bat 17th of Mudi, 
I7KI, thadar im vluah If n. Johnam died.* aclnuml. 
Letter in the eamal Adnxtuo to cxdta the atteitkin of 
die FuUiiic to the PerlbnnaiKe of Conma, irtiidi mi 
next day to be acted at Dnuy-Lane, Pla^iouie for the 
Benefit of MltoD'a Oiaod-daughter. ackumrL 
PicAoeaiidPostaeiipttoLaiidei'aPainpbletiaititled, 'An 
Etaa; on UUtoo'i Un and fmit«tinn of the Modoni ia 
bia Faiadiae lioM.' adaunrl. 
1751. liffe of Oieynd, in iheMiaeePaiirealkd" The Student.;' 

Letter foe Lauder, addiesaed to (he Rereraid Di. John 

Doog^aai acknowlndginK his Fraud eaDoeming Milton in 

tenni of anitabhi Ctntntioii. adavHrL 
Dedicadon to die !■!«'' of Bfiddhacz, 1^ Mca. ChariMIe 

Lamos'i ** Female Qnizate.'' tetsna. eeti, 
1763. Dedieatiiin U John Bail of Omty,' of a ' 

traled, by Ifo. Chadotte Lomoz. adb- 
DoHng diJa and iha foUowing mar he w 



u.g.rzpar, Google 



' XXX chuonolooical catalosoe 

hit nmdi-kiTed faeoi Dr. fiadiant the Pi^et* in tbe 
AdTcntuiet, signed T. ocAmovJ. 
1794. Lifeof Edw.CaTeJB the flcitbmwi'i M>prine. cekumiL 
libS. A DicTiosAHT, with k OrMnmoc and Hitbxj, of the 

EngUSH liAVBUJLaK. ocftwwj. 

An AccouDt of u AtConpt to Mcertain the Loofltude at 



moBt tematkible Citiei in Eun^w, from the jeu 10S0 
to 1860. actnowL Thii he wrote fbr Hr. Zachnull 
WiUumi, ui uweBJom andant Wehh Gmdenun, father 
of Mn. Anns WQlumi, whom be tar muu fcan kindly 
lodged in hit home. It Twpubliihed with a Tmula- 



Italiin by Signor Baretti. In a Copy of it 
LteltoaieBo . A - , 



which he presented to ue Bodleian libnrj at Oxfbid, 
a pasted a chaiactec of the lite Mr. Zachuiah Williama, 
plainly -written by Johnson, intern, evid, 
1756. An AbodgEiDSit i^hia DictiMutcv. ocfcoowl. 

8«n*al E«aft in the UniTCn*] Vnter, whidi dWK ii nme 

aateiiaki hara bem aaenbed to Um, allboiu^ I am coo- 
fident fimn intonal Eridenoe, dut we noiuld except 
tmn these " The life <f Chatucr," " Rdeedom — 



« EtoUucc I am conSdeM 
that he wrote " Fuitbei ThoagbM 00 A^oiltuie," and 
" A DiMcilatira on the State of Utecatiue and An. 
Ibonra." The Diveitatiai lai the Epilqlii wiittm by 
. Pope he afterwarda acknowledged, and added to hu 



/■ Iht Literary Muga^iU! or, Uulverial Seritw, wfaidi begu 
in January, I7M. 
Hi* Original Eaayi are, 
The PrdlminaiT Addreai. intern. evU, 
An lutioduetioD to (he Political State of Great Britain. 

Kwudta on the Militia BiH iiOaiu enid. 
Obaemtima OD hit BritannidL Miqcaty'i TieatitB widi the 
Empreii of RoBBa and tlie I^ndgcavc (tf Hesw ClewL 

intern, cild. 
Obserrationa on the Present State of AAin. JHtCTv. rtvIA 
Memoin of Frederick IIL King of Pnuua. Iftfcro. evid. 
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OF DR. JOHKBON'S PBOSI WOBKB. . ZXU 

he lame Magaxiiu hit Remewi raecrfthe IbUmring' Boobi 
— " Birch's Hinorr of the Eoyd Societj."—" Broims'* 
Oirudaii Monls.'^" WbiVhi'b Eauyoo theWritiiigi 
and OEOiiiB of Pope, VoL L" — " HampCaD's Traiulatian 
ofPolybiuB." — " Sir Isaac Nevtoo'i Argiimaittmpioof 
of B Daty."— " Borlue's Hinorr o^ ^^ ^^ "^ Scaly." 
— " Heme's Experiment aa Bleachitie." — " Brawne*! 
HiMory of Jamaica." — "HaleaonDislilUngSaiWaCcn, 
VratflaWn in Ships, and curing an iU Taste in Milk." 
— " Lucas's Essay on Walers."— " Kdth'i Catalogue 
of the Scottish Bishops." — " Philonphical Tiauiactiona, 
VoL XLIX."— " Miseellania by Elizabeth Hamson." 
— ** Erans's Map and Account of the Middle Coloniei 
in Ameriou"— " The Cadet, a Military TieMiae."— 
" The Conduct of the MinisBy rdatina to the pKHOt 
War impartially examined." infarti. ti*J. 
Mn. Lennox's "'Tnnilalian of Sully's Memoita."-" Lcttn 
ondieCaiB of Admiml Bjng." — " AppAl to the People 
eoneeming Admiial Byng." — " Hanway'i E^ht D^* 
Jonmer, and Eoay on To." — '* Some fbithec Piiti- 
cdIki m Rdatiaa to the Caie of Admiral Byt^, by * 
gCDilemati of OzAnd." acknavL 
Hi. Jooaa HanvOT httTing mitten an angry Annm U Ae 
Beriew of lua Enay on Tea, Jduuon in die nme Cnt- 
lectioa madi a R|iiy to tu acknotik Ttds ii the only 
""""T*, it ia b^evcd, vboi he condaemded to take 

(n wtillen agunithim; 

u to have been to nuke 

in to ^ Eail of Bodifbid of, and Preface to, Mr. 
Pnne'iIntiadDctianlodieOanieofDiau^ts. ocimwL 
Introduction to the London Chronicle, an EreniDg I^pei 
vhich Btii] BabBiBta with deserved credit ocbioirl. 
1757.' Speech on the Subject of an Address to the ThiOTe after the 
Expeditioa toRochdbit: deliyeiedbyaneafhiiFiieDda 
in BiRce publkk Meeting : it ia printed in the Gentle- 
man's MagaziDe tot Ottober, 17SB. intern, raM. 
The firit twottttagr^JM of Ihe pRfice to Sii William 
Chamben'a Derigni of Chiocae BuJldinBa, && aekmral. 
175S. Tbe Idlek, whicb bc^n Apiil ft, in ihia year, and ma 
antiiwcd dll Ami 6, 1760. aekmmL 
Ad Essay on the Brarery ^ the En^U^ Common Solditn 
vaa added to it, irhen pubUshed in volumea. ackncml. 
I76g. Baraelas Frince of Abysamia, a Tale, ncknotnl. ' 

AdverCiaement for the ^optieloTB of the Idler agaiost cer- 
toiQ Pettons who pirated thoae Papen aa they came out 






nngl* ill a Nenqi^is cded (he UnH«anI Ghranide. cr 

We^r OaKOe. isfeTv. nU. 
Foe Mrs. CbBtlBUe Lcnsas'iE^i^Ui Vcnfao t^Bmnun', 

--" A DfaaatUiDa oa tlu OnA Contdr," and the 

OawnJConduianofiluBook. Mem. «>M. 
Introduction to the Wodd Ditplajed, aCtdkcdoa of Ti?- 

■gea and Tindi. o^ciumL 
Time LMten in the Okzettea, eoncenuDg the bat iJba 

for Blw^&ian Bridge. aobMwf. 
17G0. Addras of the P«inters to Oatrgi III, on his AcconoD to 

the Thnma. intern, eiiid. 
DedicatiaD of Bsretli'B Itilian mnd Enalish ZfictioDair >" 

the Marquie of Abceu, then Iknoy^itnordinMy fiom 

Spain at the Court of Onat Britain, inttnt. evid. 
Renew in the GentleiHan'i MagaEine, of M. Tytler's acute 

and able Vindication of Mary Queen of Scota. orlnuitrL 
IntniductHin to the Froceeilinga of the Committee tot 

Cloalhii^ the FieHch Patoaen, ocknmL 
IJQl. Pndkee to Holt'e Dictiimarjr of Tiade and CoDunaae. 

Conectiona and impnivaneiits foi Mi.Oirjm the Ardnttct's 
Pamphlet, entiOed " Tbou^itt tm tbe CiwciDBtiao <tf 
Ototgt III." ocftKowt.' 
.1762; Dedieatnn to (Ik King, of die IleTtKnd Di. Kaaitij's 
Compete Sjettat cf ABCrcaomiral Cbamiogj tuifiiMnig 
the Stnptuni, Qoarto Edition, aehnmt. 
Pie&ee to the CMalague of tbe Aitiste' Eihibilioo. Mem. 
«vid. 
1703. Characterof ConinaintheFoetica]Calaid>r,pabli«hedl:7 
Fairkes and Wonr. acknmcL 
Dedication to the Earl of Shaftsbuif of the e^tion of 
Rogei Ascham's Englieh Woihi, publiilied. b; the 
RCTerend Mr. Bennel. acknoal 
The Life of Ascham, also pi«&[ed to that editicHi. ackaviel. 
Beview of T^emachue, 1 Matque, bj the Revered Qeorge 
Gtaham, of Eton CoUee«i >a '^ Critical Reriev. 
ackiuntL 
Dedicatioa to the Queen <rf Mi. Hoole'a TranilBtion at 

Tasso. acknimiL 
Aecoont of die Detection of the Impoatun of the CMb- 
Lane Ohoet, published in tbe NelMpapen and Oeolle- 
man'i Magazine. acktuHcl. 
I7G4. Part of a Review oCGnungei's " Sugar Cwie, a Poem," 
m the London Chiraucle. iKknovl. 
Renew of OoldEodth't TiaTeUer, a Foctn, in the Critical 
Review, acknonl. 



OF DK. Jon;(aoN's PRgax wobks. xxdit 

17B5. TtMFIuaofWilliun8h£kipcue,ia«^tmbunei,8m. 

wilh Noles. acknomL 

1766. Th« FonntwDi, a Fui; Tale, in Hn. WiOiama'i HiMd- 

luiia. acknoal, 
ne}. Dedkuioa to the Kii^ of Mr. Adami'i Tiartue en dw 

Olobee. atknowl, 
ITGSl CbaiwMt of dii lUvcsnd Mi. Zuhuiah Hodge, in die 

liOBAaa Qmfiicle. ockntaL 
1770. The False ALum. acftniwj. 
I771> Hunigfats on ihe late Tmi 

laliiiidai octnovl. 
1772. Defence of a Sdiodmutcr; dictated to me for the House 
of Lorda. ocAumt. 
AiRument !□ Support of the Law of VMcm Iiaromuitm t 
dictated to me for the Conit of Sencn in Scotland. 
ackmmt. 
1773- Pie&cetoMacbean'a*'D>nianu7ofAndent6eogn9)i7.'' 
ackiunel, 
Aigument ia Faroni of (he Di^le of 1«7 PUKOi ; dictaUd 
to me ft)T the Oenenl AwmiMj of the Chuidi of 
Scotland. adaUml. , 

1774. The Patriot, odtwwl. 

177^ A Joume; to the Western Iilaudi of ScotUod. acTaumL. 
Pnipotali &T publiahing the Wotki of Mil. Cbariotle Lena 

noi, in three Volumca Qaaito. actnml. 
Pre&ce to Baietti'B Easy lioaona in ItaEan and Bngiuti, 

intern. eiAd. 
Taiatian no IViumy ; an Anawer to the Beeolationi and 

Addrev of the American Coagrea^ ackiumL- 
AiKumenl on the Case of Dr. MeDiia \ dictated to me finr 
ate G)urt of Scsmon in Scotland, ackiuml. 
- Aigtiment to prove that the CorporatiiHi of Stirling ma 
corrupt; dictated to me fot the Houae of Lords. oektumL. 
1776. A^ment in Support of the lU^t of immediate and pa> 
Bonal Bqireheniion Aom the Pulpit ; ■'■rtet'i to me. 
ackiKKcl, 
Fiopoeala tot publishing an Analysis of the Scotch Cdtick. 
Language, b; the Reverend William Shaw. aelaicwL 
1777- Dedintioa (0 the Kiag of the Foathumoua Woifca of Dr, 
Pearee, Bisliop of Rochester, acknovl, 
Additiims to Ibe Life and Charaner of that Prelate ; pre. 

fixed U those Works. ockBoaL 
Various Fqien and Letters in Famur of the Rercnnd Dr. 
Dodd. odmrntL 
17BO. Adveitisemeat for hi* friend Mi. Thide to the Wraths 
ElectotKif du BoiDu^ of Soudivwk. (whsMA 



XXZjr CBBONDUMICAI, CkXAt-OADS 

Tbe fint Panp^ of Hr. Thonui DmnM*! life of 
Qankk. ocknoteL 
17SI. Pn&oca, Wa^afbiad and Ciilicd, to tbe Wotb of ihr 

with Uie Titk of the lira of the Eng^ Poelh oe- 

AiximuDt OD thelmpoitaoce of the Begisttuiao of D«di ; 

cUcUted lo me fi>t ao ElsOkm Craamittee of the House 

ofComnxitu, odauntL 
On the Distinctioa between ToET and Wbio i dictated 

On Vioiioui PuDubmnita, and the in 
die Sins of the Woild, by jE»Da C 



Dcjcnoe of Sir. Bobcrtacm, l^ter vf ^ Caledooian 

McKiity, uiiiiBt the Societr of Froconton in Edin- 

, bin;^, R>r hanug huerted in hia Fqier a ludiciDua 

Pan^mih agiinn them { demonatraling that it waa not 

an injUFiDUs Libel ; dktatcil to roe. atkiiavL 

1J83. Tbe gnateat part, if not tbe vbalt, of a Hcplr, b; tbe 
Reverend Mr. Shaw, to a Fenon at Edmbs^ of tbe 
Name of Clarke, nAiting hia aigmnmtc iin the au- 
Acnlkitf d tbe Poama pi)bliahed t^ Ui. Jamea Mae- 
pbavoo aa TraDalattana Bom Oanaiu tntem. aiid. 

i;S4. liK of the AodMon of the UniTtnal Hutdtr, depoaited 
in tlie Biitiab Hoaeom, and printed in tbe Ocotleman's 
Mi^Kine Sa December, Oiii 3rear. atkimmL 

Pinoiit yeart. 
Lettcn to Mn. Thnde. ackaimL 
Pnfen md Medhatioaa, irindi be deHTcnd to tbe Rer. 

Ml. Stiahan, enjnning him to pabUah tbem. aeknowL - 
Sennona, I^^ ihiUicatiiM by John Taylor, LLJ>. PM. 
. bendaiy of WeatndnMer, and gins to tbe Worid by the 
Rer. Samuel Hajna, A.M. Men. mid,* 

<[TaUiill.Martt»WTlttiigiorDr.jD)in«in, Ui. AleuodsChalmen, 
nith cotutdsitde piatabUity, luggetu to me tint we nu; •dd the 
foUewlDgl-- 

Bt the Gaitlarum't JUofannc. 
IT«r. LwdM*! Pimpouk Itx pttiitlag tlM Adaima Ent of Gntiai. 



or DH. jobnson's 

tJSO, Addna to Ibe Pnblick, omsnii 



In t\t laerary JUagazlne. 
■u on the tongoSng lectBi" i. c A lettci on the 
Americu Colonln. VoL I, p. Cfi. M.] 

Siuii na the rnimbei Mil nriet; of fbt Fnne Wnki of lUi 
extnmdinny nun, which I hive Men able to diKom, md am u 
Hberty to mentioD; but weoi^ltto k«ep in miiid, thBlthercmiut 
undoubtidlv have been raany mon whicb on Tetomcnlcd; md 
we may add to the accooDt, the nnmemua LetMn vbldi he wtote, 
- of which a omudenble part an jet uapubliabed. It is hoped that 
duMc unuM ID wbcM iiHiiiiiiii Ibej «e will ftwitr die world 
with them.' 

JAMES BOSWELU 



" After mj deaA I wiidi no otiier herald. 
No otlier speaker of my living octioai. 
To keep mine honour from coiTUption, 
But such an ht^eet chronicler as Griffith."' 
Sbasbpkabk, Hemy VIII. 

* See Di. Joliiucn'i letter to Mn. Thnle, diUd ORkk in 

h, e^tembci'SO, 1773 1— '' BonraQ wntet ■ Kgnlu Jmuittl 

of ant tnvd^ wfaidi I think comiiiu u mudi of vfaat I 01J and 

do, M itf ■!! otbd occunawet twediaj "At ncA a AiCAArf 

■ ■ • i»GftfW." 
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LIFE 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 



To write tlie Life of him who excelled all mankind 
in writing the lives of others, and who, whether we 
consider his extraordinary endowments, or hia rarimis 
works, has been equalled by few in any age, is an 
arduous, and may be reckoned in me a presumptuous 
task. 

Had Dr. Johnson written his own Life, in coa~ 
formity with the opinion which he has given,* that 
every man's life may be best written by himself; had 
he employed in the preservation of his own history, 
that clearness of narration and elegance of language 
in which he has embalmed so many eminent persons, 
the world would probably have had the most perfect 
example of biography that was ever exhibited. But 
although he at different times, in a desultory manner, 
Coutmitted to writing many particulars of the pn^ress 
of his mind and fortunes, he never had persevering 
diligence enough to form them inte a regular com- 
position. Of Siese memorials a few have been pre- 
served ; hut the greater put was consigned by nim 
to the flames, a few days before his death. 

• Idlei, No. 84. 



THE LIFI or 



As I had tbe luauiuT and happinen of enjoyitie hia 
friendsliip for upwards of twenty years ; as I had the 
scheme of writing his life constantly in view ; as he 
was weU apprised of this circum stance, and from time 
to time obugingly satisfied my inquiries, by commu- 
nicating to me the incidents of his early years ; as I 
acquired a fecility in 'recoUectingj and was very assi- 
duous in recording, his conversation, of which the 
extraordinary vigour and vivacity constituted one of 
the first features of his character; and as I have 
spared no pains in obtaining materials concerning 
him, from every quarter where I could discover that 
they were to be found, and have been fevoured with 
the most liberal communicationa by his friends; I 
flatter myself that few biographers have entered upon 
such a work as this with more advantages; inde^ 
pendent of literary abilities, in which I am not vain 
enough to compare myself with some great names 
who have gone before me in this Idud of writing. 

Since my work was ann'ounced, several Lives and 
MeaoifB of Dr. Johnson have been published, the 
most volumiDous of which is cme compiled for the 
booksellers of London, by Sir John Hawkms, Knight,* 



Hswkine wu ahve ; and 1 ■vow, tlut one object of my atrutuiet 
WW to make Mm fbd lome compuActioii for hii ilIib«U trcstnMnt 
of Dr. Johnson. Since faie decuse, I have suppressed uveni nf 
inj ranarks upon his work. But tiiou|^ I would not " vu wttfi 
&e dead" qffhuively, I iMnk il Decessaty to lie Btrenaous in de- 
fine! at mv iDuHrioni Mend, wliid> I tumot be, withoat BDong 
nmnadrarannt mpcn a writer wha bn greatly injured hin. Lm 
me adi, Aat dHX^ I doubt I dmild not lune been very pt«npt 
to piKiff Sir Jdin HnAina with any compliment Id bii lite-time, 
I do now famkly a^ftowledge, that, id nw (mniaD> hia volume, 
bowever inadequate and iropniper as a lifo of Dr. JohnMBi, and 
however discieailed by unpatdonable inaceurBdea in other nspecb, 
ContaiDS a collecdoa of cuiioiis anetdoles and obserrationt, which 
few men but its author could have btDU{^ tcgetbei. 



a mai^ Mionij during my long intimacy with Dr. 
JuhnstHi, I never sav m nia company, I think, but 
once, ^d I am sure not above twice. Jofamon might 
have esteemed him for his decent, religious demeanour, 
and his knowledge of books and literary history ; hut 
from the xigid formality of his manners, it is evident 
that they never could nave lived together with com- 
panionable ease and fiuniliarity : nor had Sir John 
Hawkins that nice perception which was necessary to 
mark the finer and less obvious parts of Johnson's 
character. His being appointed one of his executors, 
gave him an opportunity of taking possession of such 
fragments of a diary and other papers as were left ; 
of which, before delivering them up to the residuary 
legatee, whose property they were, he endeavoured to 
extract the suhstfuice. In this he has not been very 
Buccessful, aa I have found upon a perusal of those 
paper*, which have been since transferred to me. ESr 
John Hawkins's ponderous labours, I must acknow- 
ledge, exhibit ajarrago, of wtuch a considerable por- 
tion is not devoid of entertainment to the lovers of 
literary gossiping ; but besides ita being swelled out 
with long unnecessary extracts from various works 
(even one of several leaves frvm Osborne's Harleian 
Catalogue, and those not compiled by Johnson, but 
by Oh^s), a very small part of it relates to the person 
wtio is tlie subject of the book ; and, in that, thenris 
■uch an inaccuracy in the statement of facts, as is so 
solemn an iuithor is hardly excusable, and certainiT 
makes his narrative very unsatisfactory. But what li 
still wtHve, there is throughout- the whole of it a dark 
ancharitable cast, by which the most un&vourable 
construction is put upon almost every circumstance 
in the daracter and conduct of my tlluBtrioos friend ; 
who, I trast, will, by a true and fiiir delineation, be 
vin^cated both from the injurious nuHrepreeentaticois 
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of tbis author, and from the stifl^bo* asper^ons of a 
lady who once lived in great infamacy with him. 

There is, in the British Museum, a letter iran 
Bishop Warburton to Dr. Birch, on the subject of 
biography ; which, though I am aware it may expoee 
me to a charge of artfully raising the »alue of'^my own 
TFork, by contrasting it with liiat of which I have 
spoken, is so well cotceived and expressed, that I can- 
not refrain from here inserting it ; 

"I SHALL endeavour (sap Dr.Warbnrton) to give 
Tou what satisfaction I can in any thing you want to 
be satisfied in any subject.ofMiltmi, and am extremely 
glad you intend to write his life. Almost all the life- 
writers we have had before Toland and Desmaiseaux 
are indeed strange insipid creatures ; and yet I had 
rather read the worst ta them, than be obliged to go 
through with this of Milton's, or the other's life of 
Boileau, where there is such a dull, h&ivy succession 
of long quotations of disinteresting passages, that it 
makes tneir method quite nauseous. But the ver- 
bose, tasteless Frenchman seems to lay it down as a 
principle, that every life must be a bnik, and what's 
worse, it proves a book without a life ; for what do 
we know of Boileau, after all his tedious stuff? You 
are the only one (and I cmeak it without a compli- 
mont), that by the vigour of your style and sentiments, 
and uie real importance of yofir materials, have thsL 
art (which one would imagine no one could have 
missed), of adding agreements to the most agreeable 
subject in the world, which is literary histwy."* 
"Nov, 24, 1737." 

Instead of melting down my materials into one 

* BriL Mas. 4330, Aytcougfa') Cstal. SbMiK liSS. 



aaM, and constaiitly spealdiiK in my OVn person, by 
whicli I might bare appeared to bare more merit in 
the execution of the work, I have resolved to adopt 
and enlarge upon the excellent ]dan of Mr. Maaon, IB 
bis Memoirs of Gray. Whoever narratire is ue^ 
ceasary to explain, connect, and supply, I furnish it 
to the best of my abilities ; but in the chronolo^cal 
series of Johjoeon's life, which I trace as distinctly as 
I can, year by year, I produce, wherever it is in my 
power, his own minutes, letters, or conrersatioUj belne 
eoDvinced that tiiis mode is more lively, and will 
make my readers better acquainted with him, than 
ereu most of those were who actually knew bim, but 
could kaov bim only partially ; whereas there is here 
an accumulation of intelligence from Tarieos points, 
by which hia character is more fiilly andeTstood tad 
iliuBtrated. 

Indeed I cannot conceive a more perfect mode of 
writing any man's life, than not only relating all the 
most important events of it in their order, but inter- 
weaving what he privately wrote, and Mid, and 
thought J by which mankind are enabled as it were 
to see hum live, and to "lire o'er each scene" with 
him, as he actually advanced through the several 
ttages of his life. Had his other friends been as dili- 
gent and ardent as I was, he might have been almost 
entirely preserved. As it is, I will venture to say 
that he will be seen in this work more completely 
than ai^ man who has ever yet lived. 

And ne will be seen as be really was ; for I profess 
to write, not his p^negyrick, which must be all praise, 
but his Life ; iraich, great and good as be was, must 
not be supposed to be entirely perfecL To be as he 
was, is inoeed subject erf pane^yrick enough to any 
man in this state of being; but m every picture there 
riiould be shade as. well as light, and wnen I delineate 
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him without reaerre, I do what he himaelf reconi' 
mended^ both by his precept and his example. 

" If the biographer writes from personal knowled|^, 
find makes haste to gratify the publick curiosity, there 
is danger lest his intereiBt, his fear, his gratitude, or 
his tenderness, overpower his fidelity, and tempt him 
to conceal, if not to invent. There are many who 
think it an act of piety to hide the faults or failings 
of their friends, even when they can no longer sufier 
by their detection ; we therefore see whole T»aks of 
characters adorned with uniform panegyrick, and not 
to be known from one another but by extrinsick and 
casual circumstances. ' Let me remember, (says 
Hale), when 1 find myself inclined to pity a criminali 
that there is likewise a pity due to the country.' If 
"we owe regard to the memory of the dead, there is 
yet more respect to be paid to knowledge, to virtue, 
and to truth."" 

What I consider as the peculiar Tslue (J the fol- 
lowing work, is, the cmauti^ it contains of Johnson's 
conversation, which is universally acknowledged to 
have been eminently instructive and entertaining ^ 
and of which the specimens that t have given upon a 
former occasion, have been received with so much ap< 
probation, that I have good grounds for supposing 
that the world will not be indifferent to more ample 
communications of a similar nature. 

That the conversation of a celebrated man, if his 
talents have been exerted in conversation, will best 
display his character, is, I trust, too well established 
in the judgment of mankind to be at all shaken by a 
sneering observation of Mr. Mason, in his Memoirs of 
Mr. William Whitehead, in which there is literally no 
J^ifi, but a mere dry narrative of facts. I do not think 

» Rtmbia, No. £0. 
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It was qtiit« neceesuy to attempt a depredation of 
what is universall)' esteemed, because it was not to be 
fimnd'in theimmediate object of the ingeniouB writer's 
pen ; for in truth, from a man bo still and so tame, 
. as to be contented to pass many years as the domestick 
companion of a superanDuated lord and lady, con- 
versation could no more be expected than from a 
Chinese mandarin on a chimney-piece, or the fantastick 
figures on a gilt leather skreen. 

If authority be required, let us qtpeal to Plutarch, 
tile prince of ancient biographers. Oute rais nri- 

[iv^iortx^ai, rafarix^if an u.t'yurrcu, xat -atkianiiii 
•jtciXswr. " Nor is it always in the most distinguished 
achieTements that men's virtues or rices may be best 
discerned ; but very often an acdon of small note, a 
" short saying,^ or a jest, shall distiugui^ a person's 
real character more than the greatest sieges, or the 
most important battles."* 

To this may be added the sentiments of the very 
man whose life I am about to exhibit. " The business 
of the biographer is irf^ten to pass slightly over those 
j^erfarmaaces and incidents which produce vulgar 
greatness, to lead the thoughts into domestick pri- 
vacies, and display the minute details of daily life, 
where exterior appendages are cast aside, and men 
exx:el each other only bv prudence and by virtue. 
The account of Thuanus is with great priq)rieh' said 
bf its author to have been written, that it mignt lay 
vpen to posterity the private and iiumliar character ^ 
thatiB»a,cujusingenium etcandorent ex ipHus iCriptU 
sunt oiim semper miraiuri, whose candour and genius 

* Flutanh'a Lite at AlexindeTi — I^nglua&e'a traubllalk 
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will to tlM end <tf time be by hia writiiigs preaemA 
in sdmiratkw. 

" There are many iaridble drcuinstances, which, 
vhether ire read bs inquirers after natural or moral 
loiowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our science 
or increase our virtoe, are mtxe importtint than publick 
occurrences. Thus SaJluat, the great master of na- 
ture, has not forgot in his account of Catiline to 
remark, that his walk was now quick, and again slow, 
as an indication of a mind reTolring with violent 
commotion. Thus the ston' of Melancthmt affords a 
Rtriking lecture on the value of time, by iBforming 
US, that when be had made an appointment, he ex- 
pected not only the hour but the minute to be fixed, 
tiiat the day might not rmt out in the idleness of 
suspense; and aU the plans and enterprises of De 
Witt are now of less importance to the world than 
that part of his personal character, which represents 
him as careful of nis health, and negligent of^his life. 

" But biography has often been dotted to writers, 
who seem very little acquainted with the nature of 
their task, or very negligent about the performance. 
They rarely afibro any other account than might be 
collected from publick papers, but imagine themaelveA 
writing a life, when they exhibit a chronological series 
of actions or preferments ; and have so Jjttle regard 
to the manners ta- behaviour of their heroes, that more 
knowledge may be gained of a man's real character, 
by a short conversation with one of his serraots, than 
from a formal and studied narrative, begun with his 
pedigree, and ended with his Ameral. 

" There are, indeed, some natural reasons why 
these narratives are often written by such as were 
not likely to give much instruction or delight, and 
whv most accounts of particular persons are barren 
and asdess. If a life be delayed till interest and 
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envy ore at an endj we maj hi^ ftr iinpsrtiality, 
but miut expect litde intelbgence ; for the incidents 
which give excellence to biography are of a volatile 
and evanescent kind, such as soon escape the tneniory, 
and are rarely transmitted by tradition. We knoir 
how few can pourtray a living acquaintance, except 
by his most prominent and observable particularities, 
and the grosser features of his mind ; and it may be 
easily imagined how much of this little knowledge 
way be lost in imparting it, and how soon a aucceg- 
eion of copies will lose all resemblajice of the ori- 

I am fiilly aware of the objections which may be 
made to the minuteness on some occasions of my de- 
t^ of Johnson's conversation, and how happily it is 
a^pted &r the petty ex^^se of ridicule, by men of 
superficial understandins, and ludicrous &ncy: hut 
I remain firm and confident is my opinion, that mi- 
nute particulars are frequentlv characteristick, and 
always amusing, when they relate to a distinguiBhed 
man. 1 am therefore exceedingly unwilling that any 
thing, however dight, which my illustrious friend 
thought it worth his while to espress, with any 
degree of point, should perish. For this almost su- 
perstitious reverence, I have found very old and ve- 
nerable authority, quoted by our great modem prelate. 
Seeker, in whose tenth sermon there is the following 

" liabhi David Kimcki, a noted Jewish cranmenta- 
tor, who lived about five hundred years ago, explains 
that passage in the first Psalm, His leafMto thaU not 
wther, bum Rabbins yet older thao himself, thus ; 
That even the idle talk, so he expresses it, of asood 
man ought to be regarded ; we, most superfluous 
things he saith are ahvays of some valu^. And other 
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andent authoun hare the same phrase, nearly in tbe 
same sense." 

Of one thing I am certwn, that canaidering how 
highly the amall portion which we hare of the table- 
talk and other anecdotes of our celebrated writers is 
Talued, and how earnestly it is regretted that we have 
not more, I am justified in preaerring rather too 
many of Johnson's sayings, than too few ; especially 
aa man the diversity of dispositions it cannot be 
known with certainty beforehand, whether what may 
seem trifling to some, and perhaps to the collector 
himself, may not be most agreeable to many ; and 
the greater number that an authour can please i» any 
degree, the more pleasure does there arise to a bene- 
Tolent mind. 

To those who are weak enough to think this a de- 
grading task, and the time and labour which have 
been deroted to it misemployed, I shall content myself 
with opposing the authority of the greatest man of 
any age, Julius C^sar, (^ whom Bacon observes, 
that " in his book of Apophthegms which he collected^ 
we. see that he esteemed it more honour to make him- 
self but a pair of tables, to take the wise and pithy . 
words of others, than to have every word of his own 
to be made an apophthegm or an oracle."* 

Having said thus much by way of introductiim, I 
commit the following pages to the candour of th9 
publick. 

■ Baan'sAdranctmc&tofLannngiBookl. 
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Sahubl Johnson was bom at Lichfield, in Staf- 
fordshire, on the 18th of September, N. S. I7O9; 
and his initiatinn into the Christian church was not 
delayed : for his baptism is recorded, in the register 
of St. Mary's parish in that city, to Lave been per- 
formed on the day of his birth : his father is there 
styled Genlkntan, a circumst^ice of which an ignorant, 
panegyrist has prjused him for not being proud ; when 
the truth is, that the appellation of Gentieman, 
though now lost in the in^scriminate assumption (^ 
Esquire, was commonly taken by those who could not 
boast of gentility. His fether was Michael Johnson, 
a native of Derbyshire, of obscure extraction, who 
settled in Lichfield as a bookseller and stationer. 
His mother was Sarah Ford, descended of an ancient 
race of substantial yeomanry in Warwickshire. They 
were well advanced in years when they mEirrie^ 
and never had more than two children, both sons; 
Samuel, - their first-hom, who lived to be tbe illus- 
trious character whose various excellence I am to 
endeavour to record, and Nathanael, who died in his 
twenty-fifth year. 

Mr. Michael Johnson was a man of a large and 
robust body, and of a strong aad,actjve mind ; yet, as 
in the most solid rocks veins of unsound substance 
are often discovered, there was in him a mixture of 
that disease, the nature of which eludes the most 
minute inquiry, though the effects are well known to 
be a weariness of life, an unconcern about those things 
which agitate the greater, part of mankind, and a 
general sensation of gloomy wretchedness. From him 
then his son inherited, wiu some other qu^ities, " a 
vile melancholy," which in his too strong expression 
of any disturbance of the mind, " made him mad all 



his life, at least not sober." * MIdiael was, however, 
forced by the namnmeaa (tf his drcumstances to be 
very diUffent in biuiiKsa, not only in hie shop, hut hy 
occaiicHuUlr pesorting to several towns in the neigh- 
bourhood,T srane of which were at a. considerable 
distance from Lichfield. At that time bookseUers' 
shops, in the provincial towns of England, were very 
rare ; so that there was not one even is Birmingham, 
in which town old Mr. Johnson Used to open a shop 
' erery market-day. He was a pretty good Latin 
scholar, and a citizen so creditable as to be made one 
of the magistrates of Lichfield ; and being a man of 
good sense, and skill in his trade, he acqiiirt^ a reason- 
able share of wealth, of which however he afterwards 
lost the greatest part, by engaging unsuccessfully in 
a loannfacttire of parchment. He was a zealous high- 
church man and royalist, and retained his attachment 
to the unfortunate house of Stuart, though he recon- 
ciled himself, by casuistical arguments of espedJency 
and necessity, to take the oaths imposed by. the pre- 
vailing power. 

There is a drcumstance in his life somewhat ro- 
mantic, but so well authenticated, that I shall not 
omit it. A young woman of Leek, in Staffordshire, 
while he served his i^prenticeship there, conceived a, 
violent passion for him ; and though it met with no 
&vourable return, followed him to Lichfield, where 
she took lodgings opposite to the house in whidi he ' 

■ JounuJ of « Toiu to the Hebiides, 3d edit. p. 213. 

t Extract of a letter, ditlsd " Trentham, St. Fmoi'b iwj, 
ITIC," written by the Rev. George FUxton, chspIroD ttt that 
time to Lord Oowet, which may Berve to show the high estinwdmi 
in which the bthei of our great mondist was heM ; — " JohnBini, 
^e Uchfield libTttian, is oow bere ; be propogatcs learning all 
over this diocesa, and advancetb knowledge to its jnst he%ht ; alt 
the dexgj here are his pupls, and Euck all the; hare fima hilri; 
A Han cannot malce > WBinut without hia precedent, noi out 
quondam JoliD Evans draw s rficc^pizance line directione lUi- 
cftwiw."— Qentleman'! 
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lived, and indulged her hopeless flame. When he 

was infonned that it so preyed upon her mind tliat 

her life was in danger, he with a generous humanity 

vent to her and o&red to marry her, but it was then 

too late: her vital power was exhausted; and she 

aetnaSy exhibited one of the very rare instances rf 

dying far lore. She was buried m the cathedral of 

U<Meld; and hej with a tender r^ard, placed a 

sttoie over her grave with this inscription : 

Here Ik» the body of 

Mn. ELIZABETH Blaket, b atnnger ; 

She departed diia life 

SOthofSepumber, leiM. 

Johnson's mother was a woman of distinguished 
understanding. I asked his old schoolfellow, Mr. 
Hector, surgeon, of Birmingliani, if she was not r^ 
of her son. He said, " she had too much good sense 
to be vain, but she knew her son's value," Her piety 
was not interiour to her understanding ; and to her 
must be ascribed those ea^ly impressions of religion 
upon the mind of ber son, from which the world after- 
wards derired so much benefit. He told me, that he 
remembered distinctly having had the first notice-of 
Heaven, " a place to which good people went," and 
Hell, " a place to which bad people went," com- 
municated to hira by her, when a little child ih bed 
with her ; and that it might be the better fixed in his 
memory, she sent him to repeat it to Thomas Jackson, 
their man-Aervant ; be not being in the way, this was 
not done ; but there was no occasion for any artificial 
aid for its preservation. 

In following so very eminent a man from his cradle 
to his grave, every minute particular, which can throw 
light on the progress of his mind, is interesting. 
That he was remarkable, even in his earliest years, 
may easily be supposed ; for to use bis own words in 

VOL. I. c 
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hu jjfe r4 Sydenham, " That the strength of his 
imderstaoding, the accuracy of his fscemineat, and 
the ardour of his curioBity, might hare been remarked 
from his m&ncy, by a diligent obserrer, there is no 
reasmi to, doubt: for there is no instance of any 
maa, whose history has been minutely related, that 
did not iir cTeij part of life discover the same |iro- 
portion of inteliectual rigour." 

la all such investigationB it is certwnly unwise to 
pay too much attention to incidents which the cre- 
dulous relate with eager satisfaction, and . the more 
scrupulous or witty inquirer considers only as topicks 
of ridicule: yet. there is a traditional story of t2ie 
infantHerculesof toryism,BO curiously characteristicli:^ 
that I sh^ not witbWd it. It was communicated 
' tome in a letter from Miss, Mary Adj'e, of Liclifield. 

" When Dr. Sacheverel wai at Lichfield, Johnson 
was not quite three years old. My grandfather 
Hammond observed him at the cathedral perched 
upon his Other's shoulders, listening and gaping at 
the much celebrated preacher. Mr. Hammond asked 
Mr. Johnson how he could possibly think of bringing 
such an infant to church, and in the midst of so great 
a crowd. He answered, because it was impossible to 
keep him at home ; for, young as he was, he believed 
he had caught the publtck spirit and zeal for Sache* 
verel, and would have stjud for ever in the church, 
satisfied with beholding him." , . 

Not can I omit a little instance of that jealous 
independence of ^irit, and impetuosity of temper, 
whiui never forsook him. The fact was acknowledged 
to me by himself, upon the authority of his mother. 
One, day, when the servant who used to be sent to 
school to conduct him home, had not come in time, 
he set out by himself, though be was then so near^ 
sighted, that he was ,pbliged to stoop down on his 
hands and knees to take a view of the kennel, before 
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he ventured to step orer it. His scVoolmlstress, afraid 
that he might misa his way, or lall hito- the kennel, 
or b« run over by a cart, followed him at some distanbe. 
He happened to turn about and perceive her. Feeling 
Aer careful attention as an insult to his manliness, he 
ran back to her in a rage, and beat her, us well a^ his 
strength vould petmit. 

■ Of the power of his memory, for which he was all 
his life eminent to a degree almost incredible, the 
following early instance was told me in his' presence 
at Lichfield, m 1776, by his step-daughter, Mrs. 
Lucy Porter, as related to her by his mother. When 
he was a child in petticoats, and had learnt to read, 
MtB. Johnson one morning put the common prayer 
book into his hands, pointed to the collect for the dayj 
and said, " Sam, you must get this by heart." She 
went up stairs, leaving him to study it: but by the 
f ime she had reached the second floor, she heard him 
following her. "What's the matter i" said she. " I 
can say it," he replied; and repeated it distinctly, 
though he could not tare read it more than twice. 

But there has been another story of his infant pre- 
cocity generally circulated, and generally believed, 
the truth of which I am to refute upon his own autho- , 
rity. It is told,* that, when a child of three years 
<dd, he dianoed to tread upon a duckling, the eleventh 
ot a brood, and killed it ; upon which, it is said, he 
dictated to his mother the fdlowing epitaph : 

' ' " Hen lies ^ood master dude, 

" Wlunn Sunuel Johnioii trod oa ; 

** If it had liv'd, it bad been good luelt, 

" For then we'd had an odd one," 

There is. surely intenal evidence thai, thia little oom> 
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poeiticm coitfbiiies to it, vhat no diOd of three yens 
M could u^uce, witliout an extension of its &cuMes 
by imraeoiate im^iration ; yet Mre. Lucy Pcoter, 
Dr. Johnson's st«p-daughter, positively maintained 
to me, in kis presence, that there could be no doubt 
ot the truth of this anecdote, f<n- she had heard it 
frwn his mother. So difficult ia it to obtain an 
authentick relation of fitcts, and such authimty may 
there be ftn- errour ; &«- he assured me, that his &th«r 
made the verses, and wished to pass them for his 
child's. He added, " my fiither was a foolish old 
man ; that is to say, focuish in talking i^ his chil- 
dren." " 

Young Johnfl(m had the misfortune to be much 
afflicted with the scrofula, or Idng's-evil, which dis- 
figured a countenance naturally well fwined, and hurt 

* TTriiMccibteof Ihedack, thou^ disprond by intomal md 
CxUnul evidence, hsa nevenhdesa, upofi aippoadoa of iu tiath, 
been Dude the foundaliDn of the fitUovum lOgpuiMS and &nciful 
MflectioM of Mim Seward, amongst tlie coromiuiicalioDB conceniing 
Dt. JohiMon witili vhid) >he ia> beta jdeued bi bmur me : — ■ 
t' Tbeie infiuit DDinlwn eonuin the wAU irf' dune yrapeaaliea 
■wiAii tfatou^ bif Ii£a m> Mmigl; nmkad tot chmcMi, of Ifaat 

Cick talent riiidi Bftenntdi bare laeb tidi and plontifiil iVuia ; 
excepting hie oidiogrqibick WDrkg, evei; thing which Dr. johik 
BOa wrote waa poetiy, whose eeaence amrim, not in numben, or in 
Jbigle, bM in die atnl^ and ^w of a btuj, to which all the 
itoiea of nature and of ait ituid m piompt adnimiftnilion ; and in 
■o eloquoiee vhicji conreyi ibax hlenoed iJliutratioiu in a lan- 
guage ' mote tuneable than needa oi rhjme or veiee to add mcse 
bamiOTiy.' 

" The above Utile vena also shew that (upentitioiu bia> which 
' grev with his growth, and strengthened with bia strength,'' and, 
of late years particularly, injured his ha]qaness, by presenting to 
him the gtoomv side ol reUgion, rather than that bri^l and 
chesing one whuh gOds the period of doung life with the li^t of 
pious hope." 

This u sA bewitilully imagined, that I mnild not suj^itess it 
But, Ukc many other thMiita, it u dednotd &om a sui^Mcd &c^ 
which is, indeed, a fictim. 
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his rvmii nerres u mucli, that ke did not tee at all 
with one of his eyes, thou^ its iqipearance vaa little 
di^rent from that of the other. There is amonggt 
his prayers^ one inscribed " When my bye wat re- 
staredtvitiute,"* which asceititina a defect that manr 
of his friends Imew he had, thouj^ I never perceived 
it.t I supposed him to be only near-sighted; and 
indeed I must obaerve, that in no other respect could I 
disc^ni any defect in his Tision ; on the cimtrary, the 
iatoa of his attention and perc^itive quickness made 
him see and distinguish all manner of objects, whether 
ti nature or of art, with a nicety that is rarely to 
be found. When he and I were travelling in the 
Highlands of Scotland, and I pointed out to hun a 
mountain which I observed resembled a cone, he 
ctnrected my inaccuracy, by showing me, that it was 
indeed pointed at the top, but that one side of it was 
larger than the other. A^d the ladies with whom he 
was acquainted agree, that no man wiie more nicely 
and minutely critical in the elegance of female dress. 
When I found that he saw- the romantic beauties of 
Islam, in Derbyshire, much better than I did, I ttAA 
him that he resembled an able performer upon a bad 
instrument. How false and contemptible then are all 
the remarks which have been made to the prejudice 
either of his caa^our or of his philosophy, founded 
upon a supposition that he was ahnost Uind ! It has 
been said, tiiat he contracted this grievous malady 
from his nurse. His mother, yielding to the super- 
stitious notion, which, it is wonderful to think, pre- 
railed so long in this country, as to the virtue oi the 
regal touch ; a notion, which our kings encouraged. 



' Vnyen and Mediiodons. 
t SpnMllg himself of ■iie iinperfccdon of m 
said to Dr. Bume;, " the di^ vas nevei t 
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and to which a man of such mquiry and snch htig- 
ment as Carte could give credit; carried him -far 
Londoii, where he was actually touched by Queen ' 
Anne. Mrs. Juhnton indeed, as Mr. Hector informed - 
me, acted by the advice of the celebrated Sir John' 
Floyer, then a physician in Lichfield. Johnson used 
to tolk of this very frankly ; and Mrs. Piozzi has prfr- 
aeired bis very picturesque description of the scene, as 
it remained upon his iancy. Being asked if he could ' 
r^nember Queen Anne, — " He had (he said) a con- 
Aised, but somehow a stnt of solemn recollection of a 
lady in diamonds, and a long black hood.V* This' 
touch, however, was without any effect. I ventured 
to say to him, in allusion to the political principles in 
which he was educated, and of which he ever retained 
eome odour, that " his mother had not carried him far 
enou^, she should have taken him to Rome." 

He was first taught to read English by Dame 
Oliver, a widow, who kept a school for young children 
in Lichfield. He told me she could read die tdack 
letter, and asked him to borrow for her a bible in that 
diaract«r. When he was going to Oxford, she came 
to take leave of him, br&a^t him, in the simplicity 
of her kindness, a present of gingerbread, and said he 
was the best scholar she ever had. He delighted in 
'mentioning this early compliment: adding, with a 
aniile, that " this was as high a proof of his merit aa 
he could conceive." His next instructor in English 
was a master, whom, when he spoke of him to me, he 
familiarly called Tom Brown, who, said he, " pub- 
lished a spelling-book, and dedicated it to the Uni-< 
VESBE ; but, I fear, no c»py of it can now be had." : 

He began to learn Latin with Mr. Hawkins, usher^ 
or under-master of Lichfield Bchod, " a man (said 
he) very iddlful in his little way." With him he 

p. 10. 
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amtinued ttro years, aad dten roee to be uoder the 
care of Mr. Hanter, the head-master, who, according 
to bis account, " was very gerere, and wrong-headedljr 
eevore. He tiaed (said he) to beat ua unmerciAiUy ; 
and be did not distinguish between ignorance and 
negb'gence ; for he would beat a boy equally for not 
knowing a thing, aa for neglecting to know it. He 
would ask a boy a question, aiid if he did not answer 
it, he would beat him, without considering whether 
he had an tqiportunity of knowing bow to answer it. 
For instance, he would call up a boy and ask him 
Latin for a candlestick, which the boy could not expect 
to be asked. Now, sir, if a boy could answer every 
(jitestion, there would be no need of a master to teacn 

It is, however, but justice to the memory of Mr. 
Hunter to mention, that though he might err in being 
too severe, the school of Lichfield was very respectable 
in his time. The late Dr. Taylor, Prebeimary of 
Westminster, who was educated under him, told me, 
that " be was an excellent master, and that his 
ushers . were most of them men of emiaeace ; that 
Holbrook, one of the most ingenious men, best scholars, 
and best preachers of his age, was usher during the 
greatest part of the time that Johnson was at school. 
Then came Hague, of whom as much ratght be said, 
with the addition that he was an elemit poet Hague 
Was succeeded by Green, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, 
whose character in the learned world is well known. 
In the Bame form with Johnson was Congreve, who 
'afterwards became chaplain to Archbishop Boulter, 
and by that connexion obtained good preferment in 
Ireland. He was a younger son rf the ancient family 
of Congreve, in Staffordshire, of which thepoet was 
a branch. His broiler sold the estate. Tnere was 
also Lowe, afterwards Canon of Windsor." 

Indeed Johnson was very sensible bow much he 



owed fo Mr. Hunter. Mr. Laagtax one dw ufced 
him lunr he had acquired so accurate a bnowle^e rf 
Latin, in which, I beliere, he was exceeded by no man 
of his time ; be aaid, " My master whipt me rerr 
welL Widioat tbat, air, I should have done nothing. 
He told ib. I^mcton, that vhile Hunter was 6{^mg 
hia hoya numerdraUv, he used to say, " And this I do 
to save 'you from the gallows" Johnson, upon all 
occancms, expressed his approbation of embrcan^ 
instmction by means of the rod. " I would ratlin 
(said he) hare the rod to be the general teirour to aU, 
to make them learn, than tell a child, if you do thu^ 
or thus, you will be more esteemed tifaa your brothers 
or sisters. The rod produces an effect which tenui- 
nates in itself. A child is afraid of being whipped, 
and gets his task, and there's an end on't; wbereaa, 
by exciting emulation and compaiiwHis of superiority, 
you lay the foundation of lasting mischief; you makq 
brothers and siaters hat£ each other." 

When Johnson saw some young ladiea in Lincoln-- 
shire who were remarkably well behaved, owing to 
their mother's strict disdmine and aevere correctioo, 
be exdaimed, in one of Sbakspeare's lines a little 
varied," 

" Rod. I viU hDDmi thee fbr thn thj dot;." 

That superiority over his fellows, which he main- 
tained with so much dignity in his march through 
life, was not assumed &om vanity and ostentation, but 
was the natural and constant effect of those extraordi- 
nary powers of mind, of which' he could not but be 
oonsaous by comparison ; the Intellectual difierence,- 
which in other cases of comparison of characteis, ig 

• ThelineiainKisoHEXxr vi-PaitiLactiv. 
" Svoid, I will baBow tb«e 6* Hiit thj deed." 
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often a inatter of undecided comtest,- being as clear in 
hi^ case as the superioritv of stature in some men 
abore otliers. . Johnson dia not strut or stand on tip- 
toe; lie only did not stoc^. From his earliest years, 
his superiority was perceived and acknowledged. He 
was £rom the beginning ttva^ ctiifDaiv, a, king of men. 
His schoolfelJow, Mr. Hector, has obligingly fur- 
nished me with many particulars of his boyish days ; 
and assured me that he never knew him coirectea at 
sdiool, but for talkiug and direrting other boys from 
their business. He seemed to leam by intuition ; for . 
though indigence and procrastination were inherent in 
hia constitution, whenever he made an exertion he did 
more than any caie else. In short, he ia a memorable 
instance of what luis been often observed, that the boy 
ia the man in miniature ; and that the distinguishing 
characteristicks of each individual ate the same, 
thnmgh the whole course of life. His favourites 






liberal assistance &om him ; 



such was the submission and deference with which he 
was treated, suck the desire to obtain his regard, that 
three of. the boys,,of whom Mr. Hector was sometimes 
one, nsed to como' in the morning as bis humble at- 
tendants, and carry him to school. One in the middle 
stooped, while he sat upon his back, and one oa 
ea«ji aide supported him ; and thus he was borne 
triuniphant. Such a pnx^ of the early predominance 
of intellectual vigour is very remarkable, and does 
honour to human nature. — Talking to me once himself 
of his being much distjuguished at school, he told 
me, " they never thought to raise me by comparing 
me to any one ; they never said, Johnson is as gond. 
a scholar as such a one ; but such a one is as good a 
scholar as Johnson ■ and this was said but (n one, 
but ot Lowe ; and I do not think he was as good a 
ediolM*." 

His diecovered a great ambition to exed, which 
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roused bim to counteract his indolence. He was 
uncommonly ioquiBitive ;. and his memoiy was w> 
tenacious, that ne nerer forgot any thing that he 
either heard m* read. - litr. Hector remembers having 
recited to him eighteen rerses, which, after a little 

Eause, he r^teated verbatim,^ varying only one epithet, 
y which he improved the Une. 
He nerer joined with the other hoys in th«T ordi- 
nary diversiona : his only amu»ement was in winter, 
when be took a pleasure m being drawn upon the ice 
by a hm bare-footed, who pulled him almg by a 
garter fixed round him : no reir easy operation, as 
his size was remarkably large. His de^:tire nght, 
indeed, prevented him from enjoying the c<mimon 
sports; and he once pleasantly remarked to me, 
*' how wonderfully well Tie had contrived to be idle 
without them." Lord Chesterfield, however, has justly 
obsrared in one of his letters, when earnestly caution- 
ing a friend against the pemidoua effects of idleness, , 
tiiat active sports are not to be reckoned idleness in 
young people ; and that the listless tonior of doinr 
nothing, alone deserves that name. Of this dismiJ 
inertness of disposition, Johnson had all his life too 
great a share. Mr. Hector relates, that " he coidd 
not oblige him more than by sauntering away the 
hottrs of vacation in the fields, during which he was 
more eng^ed in talking to himself than to his com- 
panion." 

Dr. Percy, the Bishop of Dromore, who was long 
' intimately acqu^ted with htm, and has preserved a 
few aneomtes concerning him, regretting that he was 
not a more diligent collector, informs me, that " when 
a boy he was immoderately fond of reading romancefl 
of daivalry, and he retained his fondness tor them 
through life; so that (adds his lordship) spending 
part .of a summer at my parsonage^house in thi 
country, he ohose for his regular reading the old 
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Spmish romance of Fkluuartb or. Hircania, in 
ffuio, which he read quite limntgli. Yet I have heard 
him, attribute to these extravagant fictions that un- 
Bettled turn of mind which prevented his ever fixing 
in anjr profession." 

After having resided for some t^mc at the house of 
his uncle, Cornelius Ford, Johnson was, at the age of 
£Eteen, Tetnoved to the school of Stourbridge, in 
Worcestershire, of which Mr. Wentworth was dien 
iDiiBter. This step was taken by the advice of his 
cousin, the Rev. Mr. Ford, a man in whom both 
talents and good dispositions ware disgraced bv licen- 
tiousnese,* hut who was a very; able judge of what was 
right. At this school he did not receive so much 
benefit as .was expected. It has been said, that he 
ttcted in the omacity of an asdstant to Mr. Wentworth, 
in teaching the younger boys. " Mr. Wentworth 
(he told me) was a very aUe man, but an idle man, 
and to me very severe j but I cannot blame faim much. 
' I was then a big boy ; be saw I did not reverence 
him i and that he should get no honour by me. I 
had brought enough with me to carry me throurii ^ 
and all I should get at bis school woula be ascribed to 
my own labour, or to my former master. Yet he; 
taught me a great deal." 

He thus discriminated, to Dr. Percy, Bishop of 
Dromore, his progress at his two grammar-schools. 
" At one, I learned much in the school, but little from 
the master ; in the other, I learned much from the 
master, but little in the school." 

The bishop also informs me, that " Dr. Johnson's 
&ther, before be was received at Stourbridge, applied 
to have bim admitted as a scholar and assistant to the 
Rev. Samuel Lea, M. A. head master of Newport 
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sdMtd, in Shropshire; (a very diligent good teadter, 
at that time in high reputatliHi, linder whom Mr. 
HoUifl is eaid, in Uie Memoire of hia Life, to hare 
been bJso educated.)* This application to Mr. Lea 
was not successful ; but Johnson had afterwards the 
Kntttlication to hear that the old gentleman, who 
UTed to a very advanced ^e, mentioned it as one of 
the moat memorable evento of his life, that " he was 
very near haying that great man for his scholar." 

He remained at Stourbridge little more than a year, 
and then he returned home, where he may be said to 
have loitered, for two years, in a state Tery unworthy 
his uncommon abilities. He had already given several 
proofs of his poetical genius, both in his school exer- 
cises and in other occasional CMnpoeitions. Of these 
J hare obtained 4 considerable collection, by the iavour 
of Mr. Wentworth, son of one of hia masters, and of 
Mr. Hector, his adioolfellow and friend ; from which 
I select the following specimens : 

TrandaUim of VaaiL. pHtwtl L 



Nov, Titynu, ynu, mpiiiB and cudoa bid, 
Pt*y on jaar jipe beneath this beecben dude : 
Wlule wmdied we about th^ world must roam. 
And leave oui plwwng fidds md lutiTe home, 
Ben at jam nae you ring jour amonnu flame, 
And the wood lii^ with Acoatyllia' name. 



Thon bleannga, &H9id, a ddt; bestowed, 
Foi I ahall never think him lew than god i 
Oft on hia altai sbaJl my flratliiiga lie, 
nieir blood the Moueented itoneg shall dye : 

A« wM HkewiM the Biahop of DnOwte mimy yean afttnardK 

i,.„rMr, C.OtVilc 
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He gate my fiocka to graze die Bowtrf nwad*, 
And me to tune at ease Oi' unequal iee(U> 



Mj idmiratioD only I expreat, 
(No apoik of Bivj hBtbonn in my bnut) 
That, when confuiiiin o'er the eoantty idgw, 
To yon alone this bappj >tate rcmaini. 
Here I, thoa^ &int mjid^ mnrt drire my goatt. 
Far tiom their aodcot fields and homble cota. 
This scarce I lead, who left on yonder nxk 
Two tender tids, die hopes of all the Bock. 
Had »e not been pervose and caiclesa grown. 
This dire event bj omeni wu Gtresliown ; 
Oni tneg were blasted by the thunder atroka, 
And left-band crows, tram an old hollow oak, 
Foretold the coming evil by thai dismal croak. 

TViHutitfiMo/HoucE. Bookl. Odexjdl;: 

Thk man, my Uend, whose consdous heart 
With virtue^ aacnd aidoui glows. 

Hot taints with death the envaunu'd dart, 
No( needs the guard of Mooiiqh bows : 

Though Scyihia'i icy cEfis he treads, 
Or horrid Aiiick's taithlen sands ; 

Or whm the famed Hydatpes spread* 
His liquid wealth o'er barbannis lands. * 

For while by Chloe*s image eharm'd. 

Too Uz in Satone woods I- stny'd ; 
Me miging, caivleas and uuanu'd, 

A grisly wolf Bui^ited, and fled. 

No savage mine pntentous stun'd 
Apulia's spacious wilds with gore' ; 

No Bercer Juba'a thirMy land, 
INre nurse bf lagii^ Uons, bore 
VOL. I. D 
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PIloa DM wface DO loft Mmmv gale 

Amoog the qmnring bAndxi a^H ; 
Wbcn dondi condensed Tot ever vdl 

Wilh homd gloraa the fiowning aide* : 

Flue me boMBdi the buniog line. 



IVaniliUuR i^HoucE. Book II. Odeb 

Clousk do not ilw*7v toI the skies. 

Nor diowen inimentf the veidant plun j 
Nor do (he bDIowi ilwftjs rise. 



KoT, Valval, on the Aimonun ehoie* 
Do the duuoM waten ■lw>;> &eae ; 

Not ahnya Airiooa Boreas roan, 
Oi bmds with Tiolait force the treeb 

But yoa are ever drom'd ia teen, 
Fot Mallei dead jdu ers oivum ; 

No aettiDg 8ti an sue foui tana. 
But finda jim aad at hii letuin. 



A Gifdan uge 
Monio'd net AntQDdnu •» long ; 
Nra dU King PllM»*a boaiy age 
So mndi ImouM hia daugfatet'd aon. 

Leave off, at length, theae woman'a ai^ 



Repeat that prince's rictorics. 
To wbtm all natkiu tribute bring. 
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N^Iiatei]|KiIli an humbla vbtc ; 

Ac lengdi the undaunted Scfthun yklde, 
Ccntent to Ktc tlie Romuu' iliTe, 

And scarce ibtsakes his native iields. 

TVoHibtuMi ^ part i^f tiie Dialogue letween Hectde o»d 
Ahskouache ; JTOm the Sixti Book (>/'IIoii£h'b IlUB. 
She ceased ; then godliki Hecb^ umrer'd kind, 
(Hia TuinuB plumage gporting in the wind) 
That post, and all die rot, shall be mj Clt« | 
But shall I, then, ibtnke the unfinish'd war ? 
Hov wonU tfas Tiojana biand gKBt Hcctn'B name ! 
. And me ban Ktioti eoUj all mj Acae, 
Aeqiuied bj wounds and battles bnTd}' fbu^ t 
O, bow my soul abhors ao mean a thou^it I 
Long since I Icsin'd to shgfat fliis fleeting bieadi. 
And view with cheraM ^ea^appniaching deadly 
The inemnble sbters have deeieed 
That Priam's house, and Priam's self dull Ueed i 
The day will come, in which pnnid Troy shall yidd. 
And qiTcad its smoking rwns o'er the fidd. 
Vet Becuba's nor Fliam'a hoary age, 
Wboae blood shall qoeuch tame Oredan's thin^ lag^ 
Nor my brave brothers, that have bit the ground, 
Their soUa dismiis'd tbrongfa many a justly womtd, i 
Can in my boson half that giief create, 
Aa the nd thouj^t of your impending fate : 
When aome pmnd Grecian dame shall taaks impow, 
Himick your tears, and ndicule your voei ; 
Beneath Hyperia's wateiB shall you sweat, 
And, fiijnting, scarce support the liquid wd^t : 
Then ^lall some A^ve loud insulting cry. 
Behold the wiie of Hector, guard of Troy 1 
Tean, at my nune, shall drown those beauteous eyesi 
And that fiur bceom beave with rising si^ 1 > 

Before that day, by some brave hero's band 
Maj I lie ilain, and spun the bloody aand. 
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To a VantQ Iiaut en her BiftTB>]>Ar.> 

Taig tiibntuy tbhc RceiTe, tcj Mr, 

Wiim villi Ml udoit lover'i foDdut pnyer. 

Msf chii nterning d^ fiir aa find 

Thj fonn nuxe hndj, more adoni'd ihy mind : 

A& pains, all cun, mij fiFDuring Heann remove. 

All biit the fweet lolidmdes of lore I 

May pomiful DMun joiii iridi gntdiil an, 

To ptrint cidi ^uwe, and fom it to the htait ! 

O then, irtm conquo'd cnnrd* codEm* thy iMy, 

Wb*Q er'n pnmd ireallh and pioudeT wit obey. 

My (uT, be mindM of the noi^iqp tiuM : 

ALu t ,*tia hud for besot; to be juL 

nuMe Boreieign chaima with ibicteat caie employ,. 

Nor gire tbe goiaoiu pain, the wocdilen joy. : 

With hia own ibim aajuunt the forwaid fbid. 

Shown in the &ilhful ghua irf ndiaile ; . 

Tettk ndmiik ettooK hct own bulti to find, 

NqjDoreleteoqiMttalolhemadrea be blind,. 

60 ihall Belind^a chamw impnm manhind. 

The Youwfl AUTH0U1.+ 

When first the peonnt, long inclined to rnuh, 
Foitakes his lunl spona and p<sceM home, 
Fleased with the loene the imiliDg ocean yi^ds, 
He uonu the vodant meads and fiowery flikdB ; 
Then danced jocund o'er the wstery way, 
MHiile the hieeze whitpeiB, and the Hreamtn play : 
Uobotuided proapecta in his tiosom roll. 
And Aituie niilliotii lift hia rising aoul 1 

* ]tfT.Hecti>rinfomuR]e, thatthisHaamadealmoatunpninipfti, 
in hispreeence. ' 

■f This he inseitad, «ilb many diersdciu, in the Qiotlesian's 
Magazine, 1743. , 



. . Id UiaAJ dcMBiB he d^ t^ goUen mine, 
And iqrtur'd Ka the nev-fouiid nibf ahine. 
Joys iimincfrg | (hick clouds iiiTidc the *Wi#> 
Load ton (he bilknn, hi^ Uie wtvet aiiie ; 
Eid'iiiiig widl far, he ioag^ ta Tunr the dun^ 
And TOn to tnut the fdthlen dc^ 00 mnc. 
So tbe foung uubcnr, i-"*'"g afta iame, 
And the Icn^ haooun of a luting naiqe, 
Eo&iiAtA hii huirdiien to human Idnd, 
Hon ttiae, moie eraal, than the ku m: iriud. - 
" Toil on, duU omrd," in ecstaaia he cdci, 
" For wealth or title, periduhle prize) 
While I iboM tnuuitoi; blenngi BDom, 
Secure of jnuK &om ages fet unbran." 
Tliis.dxiii^ once form'd, all coumcl ODme* ta> ]ite| 
He flica to ptcai, and huiriea an [ua fitte ; 
SviftI J he tees tbe imagined Ismeli qtread. 
And feeli tbe unfading wnsch eunound hi* baad, 
Wun'd by anotbet'i &te, vain jDutb, be wise i 
ThoM dtcami wae Settle'i once, lati Ogilby'a i 
The pamphlet quodi, inceaant hiam die. 
To aome retitat tbe baffied writac pa; 
While DO amr oiticki nurl, no meen molett, 
Safe bom the tan lampoon and Jtinging je$t i 
Thete begi of HeaTOi a Iih disdnguiabM lot, 
Glad 10 be bid, and proud Co be foigot. 

Epi&oouE, initndtit to have bten tpaiat by a Lasr uto tmi to 
jKTimete i)u Ghait rf HEKmom.* 

Ye blooming tain, who pre deqwii oi joj, 
Blc» vith B RDile, or with a fiown deattoy ; 
In «rh«e Sdr dteeka dwtructiTe Cu|adi wait, 
And with mieiiiDg ihafti duOibuCe'&te ; 

* Some jonng ladies at LichfleH haying proposed to act "The 
Diatiened Mother,". Jobn^ra wiole tl^ an? p.te it t9 9b, 
UeeloilaconTerit privatel]! to them. 
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Wb«M nw*f ImaM, whoe ildniitcd ejM, 
Eich TOUth adimns, duNi^ cwii Bdudicr &» ; 
Wliilat jou deride dteir paoga io bubaTotu pbif , 
UnpitTJag ik than weep, uid hear than pr^, 
And unrdenting spoK ten Ihoannd Gto an} ; 
For jtu, ye fiur, I quit the gloomy plaioa, 
When table id^t in all her honouT tdgna ; 
No fiigiaot iMwen, no dd^tful glades, 
RactiTa the nnhqipy ^imti of seomful maids. 
For kind, tat t e n der Djmpfai, the myrtle bloomi. 
And veavea ha bendjng boughs in pleasmg glootm ; 
Peiemial loaa dad tadi [iur{je lale. 
And sceota ambioaial bteathe in ereiy gals : 
Far hence ate bankh'd vapoun, spleen, and tean. 
Tea, Kandal, iTOi; tecA, and langOid ain : 
No pug, nor fiwmrile Cnpid there enjbya ' 

The babn; kiss, Ibr vUch poor Thyrris dia ; 
Fotm'd to ddight, tb^ use no fordgn aimi, 
Nra toitaring nhaldwnca [Hneh them into Aaima ; 
No eonadous blaabeB tliere Qujt checki inflame, 
For those who &el no guilt can know no shame ; 
Unfodcd still dull fbcmer cbamu they shew, 
' Around tbem [deasuKt mit, and joyi for eret new. 
But cruel vilgtau meet snerei fiites ,- 
ExpelI'd aad exiled fiom die bHsstia seats. 
To disouJ reahna, and i^ions vend of peace, 
Where iiiiiee ever hoiri, and serpeDts hiss. 

And poSsKumi vapouis, blackming all the sl^. 

With tiiid hue the birest face o'ercaat. 
And every beauty wilhas at the blaU : 
Where'er they fly their Idtsts' ^losts pursue. 
Inflicting all those iIIb iriiich once they knew ; 
VeiUioD, Fury^ Jealousy, Despair, 
Vex every eye, and evoy bosom ttar ; 
Thtir fbnl dcAimitics by aUdeacrisd, 
No T"fH to flatter, ti^ iko pidut to hidb 
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Then melt, je Mr, vhile crowds anuiid you rigb, 
Jior let disd^ nt loweiii^ in four eye ; 
With pitj softai BT«ry «wM grace. 
And bcau^ mule anspitiaui in each Owe : 
To ease that ptuni exert your mildei power, 
80 ahaU you guilclen nign, and all mankind adoie. 

The two years which he spent at h<Hne, after his 
return from Stoorbridse, he passed in what he thought 
idleness, and was scolded by his fetber for his want of 
steady amilicatioa. He had no settled plim of life, 
nor looked forward at all, but merely lived from day 
to day. Yet he read a great deal in a desultory 
manner, without any scheme of study, as chance 
tbrew IxH^ in his way, and inclination directed him 
through them. He used to mention one curious in- 
stance of his casual reading, when, but a boy. Having 
imagined that his brother had hid sdrac ap]deB behind 
a lar^ folio upon an upper shelf in his father's shop, 
he iJunbed up to search for them. There were no ap- 
pies ; but the large folio proved to be Petrarch, whom 
be had seen mentioned, in some preface, as one of the 
TCBtorera of learning. His curiosity having been thus 
excited, he sat down with avidity, and read a great 
part of the boot. What he read during these two 
years, he told me, was not works of mere amusement, 
" not voyages and travels, but all literature, sir, all 
ancient writers, all manly : though but little Greek, 
only some of Anacreoo and Hesiod : but in this i^re-. 
gular manner (added he) I had looked into a grea^ 
many books, which were not commonly known at the 
Universities, where they seldom read any books but 
what are put into their hands by their tutors ; so 
that when I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams, now master 
of Pembroke College, told me, I was the best quali-* - 
fied for the University that he had ever known coniQ 
there." 
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In estimating fbe pn^mn of bia inisd doling tbeie 
' two years, as well ae in fiituT« periods of his liile, we 
must not regard his own bast^ confession of idleness ; 
£>r we see, when he expltuns nimself, that he was ac- 
quiring various stores; and indeed he faimeelf con- 
duded the account, with saying, " I would not hare 
you thini I was doing notning then." He night, 
perhaps, have studied more assiduously ; but it may 
be doubted, whether such & mind as his was not more 
enriched by roaming at large in the fields of litera- 
ture than if it had been confined to any single spot. 
The analogy between body and mind ia very genenl, 
and the par^lel will hold as to tlieir food, as well as 
any other particular. The fledi of Miiniai B nho feed 
escorsirely is allowed to have a higher flavour than 
that of those who are cooped up. May. there not be 
the same difference between men who read as tbelr 
taste prompts, and men who are conlised in cells and 
colleges to stated tasks ? 

That a man in Mr. Michael Johnson's drcnm- 
stances should think of sending bie son to the ex- 
pennve Univerwty of Oxford, at bis own charge, seema 
very improbable. The subject was too delicate to 

Juestion Johnson upon ; but I bare been assured by 
>r. Taylor, that the scheme never would have taken 
place, had not a gentleman of Shropshire, one of his 
schoolfellows, epontaneougly undertaken to support 
him at Oxford, in the character c^ his companvMt : 
though, in fact, he neyer received any asdttance what* 
ever from that gentleman. 

He, however, went to Oxford, and was entered ft 
commoner of Pembroke College, on the Slst of Go. 
tober, 17S8, being then in his nineteenth year. 

The Reverend Dr. Adams, who afterwards presided 
over Pembroke CoUege witb universal esteem, told 
me he was present, and gave me some accoont of 
what passed on the night of Jo1uis(hi'b arrival at Ox* 
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ford. On tlwt ereniug, his father, wbo had anxioualy 
fuxMinpauiied him, found means to hare him introduced 
to Mr. Jorden, who wm to be hb tutor. His being 
put under any tutor, reminds ua of what Wood gays 
of Bobert Burton, authonr oi the " Anatomy of M&. 
lancfaoly," when elected student of Christ Church ; 
" for iorm's sake, though he wanted not a tutor, he 
was put under the tuition of Dr. John Bancroft, after- 
waroB Bishop of Oson." • 

His father seemed rery full of the merits of hia son, 
and told the cmnpany he was a good scholar, and a 
poet, and wrote Latin verses. His figure and maimer 
appeared strange to them ; but he behaved modestly, 
and sat silent, till upon something which occurred m 
the course of conversation, he suddetdy struck in and 
quoted Macrobius; and thus he gave the first im- 
pression of that more extensive reading in which he 
tiad indulged himself. ■ 

His tutor, Mr. Jorden, fellow of Fembrdce, w-as 
not, it seems, a man of such abilities as we should 
ccHiceire requisite for the instructor vi Samoel John- 
eon, who gave me the following account of him. " He 
was a very worthy man, but a heavy man, and I did 
not profit much by his instructions. Indeed, I did 
not attend him much. The first day af^r I came to 
college, I waited upon him, and then staid away four. 
On the sixth, Mr. Jorden asked me why I had not 
attended. I answered, I had been sliding in Christ- 
Church meadow: and this I said with as much non- 
chalance as I am now t talking to you. I had no notion 
-that I was wrong or irreverent to my tutor," Boswei.l. 
" That, sir, was ^reat fortitude cS mind." Johnson. 
" No, air ; stark insensibility ."J 

• Alhen. Oxaa. ediC 17S1, i- 627. 

■i Oxibrd, 20tb Much, 1776. 

% ItonglittabeteinembeielitbatDi'. JoluiMn«Mapt,ialut 
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The fiftli of Noveinber wu at Aat tune kept viA 
great aoiaoaitj at Pemlntdra Coll^, and ezeraan 
upoa the nibject (^ the day were required. Johnem 
neglected to perform hie, which is mnch to be re- 
gretted ; for his vivacity of imagination, and ftm^e 4^ 
language, would probably . have produced something 
subUme upon the gunpowder-plot. To ^lologiee for 
-his neglect, he ^ve in a short copy of verses, entitled 
xoAnt'uffl, containing a common toou^t ; " that the 
Muse had come tu him in his deep, and whispered, 
that it did not become him to write on such subjects 
as politicks ; he should confine himself to humble 
themes :" but the versification was truly Virgilian. 

He had a love and respect for Jorden, not for his 
literature, but for his wrath. " Whenever (said he) a 
young man becomes Jorden's pupil, he becomes his son." 

i^ving given snch a specimen cf his poetical 
powers, he was ashed by Mr. Jorden to transUt* 
Pope's' Messiah into Latin verse, as a Christmas 
exercise. He performed it with uncommon ruiidity, 
and in so masterly a manner, that he oht^ed great 
applause from it, whidt ever after kept him high in 
the estimaticm of his College, and, indeed, of all the 
UniveiBity. 

It is said, that Mr. Tape expressed himself con- 
cerning it in terms of strong approbation. Dr. 
Taylor told me, that it was first printed for old Mr. 
Johnson, withoot the knowledge m hts son,, who was 
very angry when he heard of it. A Miscellany of 
Poems, ccJlected by a person of the name of Husbands, 
was published at Osford in 1731. In that Miscel- 
lany Johnson's translation of the Messiah appeared, 
wiUi this modest motto from Scaligdr's Poetics : " £t 
aUeno ingenio poeta, ex suo tantum versificator." 

KUniy u well u moral exercues, to orenluu^ biB deAcU. St. 
Adomi infiRtiMd me, (hat be KUaideA bie tutnr't lecturea, ud ila> 
the lectuKi in the College Hall, voy ngulady. 
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I am not igDoraiit th&t erittcal otijectioDs hsre beea 
made to this and. other specimena of Johnson's Latin 
poetry. I, acknowledge myself not competent to 
dedde on a question of such extreme nicetr. But I 
am satisfied vith the just and discrinunatire eulogy 
pronounced upon it by my friend Mr. Courtenay. 

** And with like ctM bti rivid lUiea Mtninn 

Hie gufo and digni^ cf andait Home. — 

Let odle^ verie-mat trite cooceka ezpnss, 

Trick'd out in rfleo&d slueda of Virgil'B dieaa ; 

From plajf al Orid cull the tinsd pbiase, 
' And vijNd notiani hitch in jalf^'d iaji ; 

Then with moaaic art the jaece combine. 

And bout the glitter of eai^ dulcet line 1 

Johnaon adT^itura] boldlr to tncsfiue 

HiarigoRHU tense into the Latin Mnae; 

As^red to ahine by nnreflected light. 

And ittlh B Boman'a aidour tlunk and write. 

He felt the tuasfid Nine bia breut inspire. 

And, like a master, waked the aootliing Ijre : 

Horatian Btruni a grateful heart pfodaini. 

While Sky'a wild rocks reaound bis llualia'i namft — 

Hesperia's plant, in some Icsi ikiUid handa, 

To bloom awhile, Actitioua heat demandi ; 

Though glowing Man a tunt waimth aupplits, 

The aicklf bloaaom in the hot-house dies : 

Bf Johnson's genial culture, art, and toil, 

Ita root Btrikea deep, and owna the tbatering Kal ; 

Imbiba oni >un through all its swelling vdna, 

And grows a natire of Biitaunia'a fJaina." * 

The " motfnd melancholy," which was lurking in 
bis constitution, and to which we may ascribe those 
parlacnlaiitiea, and that arersion to regolar life, which 
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at a very eu-ly period marked his character, gathered 
such strength in his twentieth year, as to afflict him 
in a dreadliil manner. While he was at Lichfield, 
in the college vacation of the year 17S9, he felt him- 
self overwhelmed with a horriUe hypochrondrta, 
with perpetual irritation, fretfulnesB, and impatience ; 
and with a. dejection, gloom, and despair, which made 
csistence misery. From this dismal malady he never 
afterwards was perfectly relieved^ and all hia labours, . 
and all his enjoyments, were hut temporary interrup- 
tions of its laleful influence. How wonderful, how 
UDBearchable are the ways of God ! Johnson, who 
was blest with all the powers of genius and under- 
standing in a degree hx above the ordinary state of 
human nature, was at the same time visited with a 
disorder so afflictive, that they who know it by dire 
experience will not envy his exalted endowments. 
,That it was, in some degree, occasioned by a defect 
in his nervous system, that inexplicable part of our 
frame, appears highly probable. He told Mr. Para- 
dise that he was sometimes so languid and in^cient, 
that he could not distinguish tiie hour upon the 
town-cloch. 

Johnson, upon the first violent attack of this disor- 
der, strove to overcome it by forcible exertions. He 
Jrequently walked to fiimiuigbam and back again, 
and tried many othtr expedient^ ; but all in vain. 
His expression concerning it to me was, " I did not 
then know how to manage it." His distress became 
so intolerable, that he applied to Dr. Swinfen, phy- 
sician in Lichfield, his godfather, and put into his 
hands a state of his case, written in Latin. Dr. 
Swinfen was so much struck with the exbwtrdinary 
acuteness, research, and eloquence of this paper, that, 
in his ze^ for his godson, he showed it to several 
people. Hia daughter, Mrs. Desmoulins, who was 
many years humanely supported in Dr. Johnstm's 
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house in London, told me, that upon hia discovering- 
that Dr. Swinfen had communicated his case, he was 
BO much offended, that he was never afterwards fiiUy 
recoDciled to him. He indeed tad good reason to be 
()l&ttded ; for though Dr. Swinfen'a motive was good, 
he inconsiderately betrayed a matter deeply interest- 
ing and of great delicacy, which had been entrusted 
to him in confidence: and exposed a complaint of hia 
young friend and patient, which, in the superfid^ 
opinion of the generality of mankind, is attended 
with c(»tetnpt and diE^race. 

But let not little men triumph upon knowing that 
Johnson was an Hypochondriack, was subject to 
what the learned, philosophical, and pious Dr. Cheyne 
lias so well treated under the title of " The English 
Malady." Though he suffered severely from it, he 
was not therefore degraded. The powers of his great 
mind might be troubled, and their full exercise 
suspended at times; but the mind itself was ever 
entire. As a proof of this, it is only necessary to 
consider, that, when he was at the very worst, he 
cmnposed that state of his own case, wmch shewed 
an uDcomnuHi vigour, not only of fancy and taste, 
but of judgement. I am aware that he himself was 
too ready to call such a complaint by the name of 
Madnett ; in conformity with which notion, he has 
tra(!ed its gradations, with exquisite nicety, in one of 
the chi^ters of his Rassblas. But there is surely a 
clear distinction between a disorder which afiects only 
the imagination and spirits, while the judgement is 
sound, and a disorder by which the judgement itself is 
impaired. This distinction was made to me by the 
late Professor Gaubius of Leyden, physidan to tha 
Prince of Orange, in a conversation which I had with 
him several years ago ; and he expounded it thus : "If 
(said he) a man tells me that he is grievously dis- 
turbed, for that he imaginet he sees a rufiian cominjf 

VOL. I. I 
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against bim with a diawn sword, though at the same 
time he is coiuctoiu it in a delusion, I pronounce him 
to have a disordered imagination ; but if a man t«)ls 
me that he sees this, and in consternation calls to me 
to took at it, I jMvnounce him to be mad." 

It is a common effect of low spirits or melancholy^, 
to make those who are afflicted with it imagine that 
tliey are actually snfiering those erik which happen 
to be most strongly presented to their minds. Some 
bave &ncied themselces to be deprired of the use 
of their limbs, some to labour under acute diseases, 
others to be in extreme poverty; when, in truth, 
there was not the least reality in any of tfie supposi- 
tions ; so that when the vapours were dispelled, they 
were convinced of the delusion. To Johnscn, whose 
supreme enjoyment was the exercise of his n^ason, 
the disturi)ance or obscuration of that faculty was tht 
evil most to be dreaded. Insanity, therefore, was the 
object of his most dismal apprehension; and he Win- 
ded himself seized by it, or approaching to it, at the 
very time when, he was giving proofe of a more than 
ordmaiy soundness and rigour of judgement. That 
his own diseased imagination should have so far de- 
ceived him, is strange ; but it is stranger still that 
some of his frienda should have given credit to his 
groundless opinion, when they had such undoubted 
proob that it was totally fallacious ; though tt is by 
no means surprising that those who wish to depreciate 
him, should, since his death, have laid holA erf' this 
circumstance, and innsted upon it with very unfair 



Amidst the impression and distraction of a disease, 
which T%ry few have felt in its fall estont, but many 
have experienced in a slighter degree, Johnson, in his 
writings, and in his conversation, never ^ed to dis* 
play all the varieties of intellectual exc^ence., In 
his march through this world to a better, his mind 
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still appeared ^rand and brUliiuit, and impressed all 
around him with the truth of Virj^'a noble sentU 

** IgHeut at ollu vigor et adetti* origa^ 

The history of his mind as to religion is an import- 
ant article. I hare mentioned the early impressionft 
made upon his tender imagination by his mother, 
who continued her pious cares with assiduity, but, in 
his opioion, not with judgement. " Sunday (said he) 
was a heary day to me when I was a boy. My mo* 
ther confined me on that day, and made roe read 
' The Whole Duty of Man,* from a great part of 
which I could derire no instruction. When, W in- 
stance, I had read the chapter on theft, which, from, 
my iu&ncy, I had been taught was wrong, I was no 
more convmced that theft was wrong than before ; so 
there was no accession of knowledge. A boy should 
be introduced to such books, by having hta attention 
directed to the arrangement, to the style, and other 
excellencies of compoHiti<Hi ; that the mind being 
thus engaged by an amusing variety of objects may 
not grow weary." 

He communicated to me the following particulara 
upon the subject of his religious progress. " I fell 
into an inattention to religion, or an indifference 
about it, in my ninth year. The church at Lich- 
field, in which we had a seat, wanted reparation, so 
I was to go and find a seat in other churches ; and 
having bad eyes, and being awkward about this, I 
used to go and read in the fields on Sunday. This 
habit continued till my fourteenth year; and still I 
find a great reluctance to go to church. I then be- 
came a sort of lax talker against religion, for I did 
not much think agiunst it ; and this lasted till I went 
to Oxford, where it would not be tuffered. When 
at Oxford, I took up ' Law's Serious Call to a Holy 
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Life,' expecting to fiad it a dull book, (as sach books 
genendly are,J imd perhaps to laugh at it. But I 
l)>utid Imw quite an orermat^ji for me ; and this vras 
the first occasion of my thinking in earnest of reli- 
gion, after I became capable of rational inquiry." * 
From this time forward religion was the predomi- 
nant object of his thoughts ; though, with the just 
sentiments of a conscientiouB Christian, he lamented 

* Mra. Fiozzi haa prai a Miaiige fanlutlnl account of the oii. 
poalof Dr. Johnaoa'a bdief in our mon hd; rd^ion. "At (he 
■j^ of Im jB*n )u> miDd WH duturbed bjr wniples of infidelity, 
wbich ptcyed upon his epiiitt, and made bim very unesiy ; the 
mare so, *a he revealed his uneuinesa to none, bdng natunuly (ai 
he nid> ofs auUen lempci, andraetved disposilion. HeBearaied, 
hawem, ddigcQtly, but fruitlatly, fbi endenct* of the tnith of 
nTelatioD ; ^d, at length, neeUteiing a book he had once aan 
(/ntfipoM atfivegtanolii] in hia fs&er'i ^lopi entitled Dcyeri. 
tale Stllgimh, ^c. he b^an to think himself highly culpable for 
n^Zeclitig aucb a meona of information, and took binxBcli aevcrcly 
bi talk tm im m, adding many acts of Toluntary, and, to odierB, 
unknown petumce. The Bnt oppoitunilj' whidi oIKred, of course, 
he adzed the book with avidity ; but, on examinalioD, wfjSwtiite 
himtclf tchdar pnovgh topenae ill conlmli, Bet hia heart at test; 
and not thinking lo inquire irfaelher there ireiein; English books 
writleti on the lubject, fblloved hia uaual amnaenienta, and cmui- 
dered hit earucience at lightened qfa crime. He redoubled hia 
diligeiica to Idun the languan that anHaioed the iolbiiiiaticai he 
most wished fiK ; but from the pain viuch gtalt Uiamtlg hatJjig 
omillfd la read what he did nut underUand] bad given him, he 
Dov b^an to deduce the soul'a immortality, [a muotum ijfjiaia 
in thii vnrld being a« unquriiionable pto^ rf eiisHna in an- 
olher} which wai the pdnt that belief lint stopped at; mdjrom 
that vummt rcaalving to be o Chriatian^ became 4>ne of tite u 
leahnu and pioua ones our natioQ ever produced." ' 
p. 17. 

Ilia is one of the numennu misrepresentatioiiB of thia lively 
' lady, vbaA it ii wonh while to correct ; for if credit (bould be 
given to nich a childiah, iiradonal, and ridiculoua atalenient of the 
foiAudalioii of Dr. Johaaon'a &ith in ChriatiBiiily, how little credit 
would be due to it I Mr& I'iozzi eeeiiu to nah, that the world 
tbould think Br. Jolinson alio under the bfluenqe of that «asy 
logick, Slel pn> raliime vohMtat. 
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that his practice of ite duties fell far short irf what it 
ou^t to be. 

' T^ instance of a mind such as that of Johuton 
beinx ^rat disposed, W an unexpected inddent, to 
think with aaziety of the moinentoua concerns of 
eternity, and of " what he should do to be saved," 
may for ever be produced in opposition to the super- 
ficaal and stnuetimes proftme contempt that has been 
thrown upon those occasional' impreseiwe which it is 
certain many Christians have experienced ; tiiough it 
must be Ocluiowledged that wealc minds, from an er^ 
roneous supposition that no man is in a state of grace 
who has not felt a particular conVersion, have, in 
smne cases, brought a degree of ridicule upon them ; 
a ridicule, of which it is inconsiderate or un£ur to 
make a general application. 

How seriously Johnson wvs impressed with a sense 
of religion, eveu in the vigour of his youth, appears 
from the following passage in his minutes, kept by way 
of diary : " Sept. 7, 17S6. I have this day entered 
upon my 38th year. Mayest thou, O God, enaUe 
Die, for Jesus Christ's siute, to niend this in such S 
mtinner, that I laav receive comfort irom it at the 
hour of death, and m the day of judgement ! Amen." 
The particular course of his reading while at Ox- 
ford, and during the time of vacation which he passed 
at home, cannot be traced. Enough has been said tjf 
his irregular mode of study. He told me, that irom 
itia earliest years he loved to read poetry, hut hardly 
ever read any poem to an end ; that he read Shak- 
apeare at a period so early, that the 'Speech of .the 
jGhost iu Hamlet terrified him when he was alone ; 
that Horace's Odes were the compositions in which 
he took most delight, and it was long before he liked 
his Epistles and Satires. He told me what he read 
soiidli/ at Oxford was Greek; not the Grecian histo- 
rians, but Homer and Euripides, and now and then 
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K little Epigram ; that tbe study of wbich he was the 
most fond was Metaphyncks, but lie had not read 
much, even in that way. I always thought that he 
(lid himself injustice in hii account of iriiat he had 
read, and that he must hare been speaking with refer- 
enre to the Tast portion of study which is posnUe, 
and to which lew scholars in the whole l^story <i 
literature have attained ; for when I once asked him 
whether a person, whose name I hare now forgotten, 
Studied hard, he answered " No, sir. I do not be- 
lieve he studied hard. I never knew a man who 
studied hard. I conclude, indeed, from the effects, 
that some men have studied hard, as Bentley and 
Clarke." Trying him by that criterion upon which 
he formed his judgement of others, we may be abso- 
lutely certain, both from his writings and his couversa- 
ti(»i, that his reading was very extensive. Dr. Adam 
Smith, than whtoni few were better judges on this 
subject, once observed to me, that " Johnson knew 
more books than any man alive." He had a peculiar 
facility in seising at once what ^as valuable in any 
book, without submitting to the labour of penisisE tt 
from beginning to end. He had, from the irritalmity 
of his constitution, at all times, an impatience . ana 
hurry when he either read or wrof«. A certain ap. 
prehension arising from novelty, made hinj write his 
first exercise at College twice over; but he never 
took that trouble with any other compositiou; and 
we shall see that his most excellent works were struck 
off at a heat, with rapid exertion. 

Yet he appears, mim his early notes or merooran* 
dums in 'my possession, tt> have at various times at- 
tempted, or at least planned, a methodical course of 
study, according to computation, of which he was all 
his life fond, as it fissa his attention. steadily upon 
something without, and prevented his mind mmi 
Tireying up<m itself. Thus I.find in his faaadwritiDg' 
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the number of lines In each of two of Euripides's 
Tnigedie8, of the Gewpcks of Virp], of the first six 
books of the jEneid, of Horace's Art of Poetry, of 
three of the books of Ovid's Metamorphosea, of some 
parts of Theocritus, and of the tenth Satire of Juve- 
naJ; and & table, shewing at the rate of rarions 
nuDtbers a day, (I suppose verses to be read,) what 
would be, in each, case, the .total amount in a week, 
month, and year. 

No man had a more ardent love of literature, or a 
higher respect for it, than Johnson. His apartinent 
in Pembroke College was that upon the second floor 
over the gateway. Tlie enthusiast of learning mil 
ever contemplate it with veneration. One day, while 
be was sitting in it quite alone. Dr. Panting, then 
Blaster of the College, whom he called "afine Jacobite 
fellow," overheard him uttering this soliloquy in hia 
strong emphatic voice : " Well, I have a mind to see' 
what is done in other places of learning. I'll go and 
visit the Universities abroad. 111 go to France and 
Italy. I'll go to Padua. — And I'll mind my business. 
For an Atkenian blockhead is the worst ot all block- 
heads,"* 

Dr. Adams told me that Johnson, while he was at 
Pembroke College, " was caressed and loved by all 
about him, was a gay and frolicksome fellow, and passed 
there the happiest part of his life." But this is s 

* I had dui inecdote tsam Dr. Adams, and Di. Jcduunn ewi- 
finnod it. Bnnulon, in hia " Maa of TaaK," hu the aame 
thought. 

" Sore, ofallWi»ckheads,»choUt» are ihfl wont." 
[ Johoion'i'inwiii^, howcvet, is, that & icholar who ia B blcck- 
iKiid, muat be Ihe *orat of tH blockheads, because he is without 
excuse. But Biamston, in the BBsumed ctiaracteT of an igaorant 
coioomb, maintUDS, (hat aU tcholan aie b]«ckh«ds on sccoont of 
*dr adrabiriiip. ■ . J. Boswin,.] 
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■ striking proof of ilie &llacy of a|^iearanoes, and bow 
little any of iia know of the real laternal state even of 
those wbfoa we see most frequently ; tot tJie truth is, 
that he was then dejffes§ed by porerty, and irritated 
I^ disease. When I mentioned to him this account 
M ffiven me by Dr> Adams, he said, " Ah, sir, I was 
pud and violent. It was bitterness which they mis- 
took for frolick. I was miserably poor, and I thoaght 
to fight my way by my literature and my wit ; so I 
disregarded all power and all anthority." 

The Bishop of Dromore obserres in a letter to me, 
" The pleasure he took in vesing the tutors and 
fcllowH nas been often men^oued. But I hsTe heard 
him say, what ought to be recorded to the honour of 
the present renerable master of that College, the 
Reverend William Adams, D. D. who was then verv. 
young, and (K>e of the junior fellows ; that the mild 
but judicious en>ostulations of this worthy man, 
vhose virtue awed him, and whose learning he revered, 
nude bim really ashamed of himself, ' though I fear 
(said he) I vas too proud to own it.' 

" I have heard trtxa some of his contemporaries 
that he was generally seen lounging at the CoUege 
gate, with a circle of young students round him, 
whom he was entertaining with wit, and keeping 
trwa their studies, if not spiriting tliem up to rebel- 
lieu against the College discipline, which in his raa- 
turer years he so much extolled." 

He very early began to attempt keeping notes or 
memorandums, by way of a diaiy of his life. I find, 
in a parcel of loose leaves, the following spirited reso- 
lution to contend against bis natural indolence; Oct. 
1729- " Deiidia valeduri} tyremt itiius cantibut 
turdum potlhac aarem obvermnu. — I bid ferewell to 
Sloth, being resolved henceforth not to listen to her 
syren strains." I have also in my po^essiou a few 
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leaves of another Libellut, or little boob, entitled 
Annales, in which some erf the early particulars of 
his history are registered in Latin. 

I do not find that he formed any close iDtiraacies 
with his fellow-collegians. But Dr. Adams told me, 
that he contracted a love and regard for Pembroke 
College, which he retained to the last. A short time 
before hia death he eent to that College a present of 
all his works, to be deposited in their library ; and 
lie had thoughts of leaving to it his house at Lich- 
field ; but his friends who were about him very pro- 
perly dissuaded him from it, and he bequeathed it to 
some poor relations. He took a pleasure in boasting 
of the many eminent men who had been educated at 
Pembroke. In this list are found the names of Mr. 
Hawkins, the Pijetry Professor, Mr. Shenstohe, Sir 
William Blackstone, and others;* not forgetting the 
celebrated popular preacher, Mr. George Wliitefidd, of 
whom, though Dr. Johnson did not think very highly, 
it must be acknowledged that bis eloquence was power- 
ful, his views pious and charitable, his assiduity almost 
incredible; and that, since his death, the integrity of 
his character has been fully vindicated. Being liim- 
self a poet, Johnson was peculiarly happy in men- 
tioning how< many of the sons of Pembroke were 
poets ; adding, with a smile of sportive triumph, " Sir, 
we are a nest of singing birds." 

He was not, however, blind to what he thought the 
defects of his own College: and I have, from the in- 
formation of Dr. Taylor, a very strong instance of 
that rigid honesty which he ever inflexibly preserved. 
Tarior had obtained his fiither's consent to be entered 
of Pembroke, that he might be with his schoolfellow 
Jolmson, with whom, though some years older than 
himself, he was very intimate. This would have been 

Sw Nuh') HiKiny of Wimestenhiie, Vol. I. p. S3B. 
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a great com^Ht to Johmcn. But he birlybdd Taylor 
that he could not, in cmscience, suffer him to enter 
where he knew he could not ha,ve an able tutw. He 
then made inquiry all round the Univereity, mid 
having found that Mr. Bateman, of ChrisUChunJi, Vas 
the tutor of highest reputation, Taylor was entered 
of tliat College. Mr. B^teman's lectures were so ex- 
cellent, that Johnson used to come and get them at 
second-hand from Taylor, till his poverty bdng so 
extreme, that his shoes were worn out, and his feet 
appeared through them, he saw that this humiliatjng 
circumstance was perceived by the Christ-Church 
men, and he came no more. He was too pnnid to 
accept of money, and somebody hai^g set a ptur of 
new shoes at his door, he threw them away with in- 
dignation. How must we feel when we read soch an 
anecdote of Samuel Johnson I 

His spirited refusal of an eleemosynary su^qdy of 
shoes arose, no doubt, from a proper pride. But, 
considering his ascetic disposition at times, as acknow- 
ledged by himself in his Meditations, and the exag- 
geration with which some have treated the peculian- 
ties of his character, I should not wonder to hear it 
ascribed to a principle of superstitions mortificatiou ; 
as we are tolu by Tursellinus, in his Life of St. Igna- 
tius Loyola, that this intrepid founder of the order of 
Jesuits, when he arrived at Goa, after having made a 
severe pilgriniage through the eaatem deserts, per- 
sisted in wearing his miserable shattered shoes, and 
when new ones were offered him, rejected them as an 
unsuitable indulgence. 

The res angusta donti prevented him from having 
the advantage of a complete academical education. 
The friend to, wh<an he nad trusted for support had 
deceived l^im. Hia debts in College, though not great, 
were' increasing; and his scanty remittances from 
Lichfield, «hi<£ had all along been made with great 
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difficulty, could be supplied no longer, his father 
having laJl^t into a state of insolrencv. Compelled, 
therefore, fay irfesiatible necessity, he left tiie College 
in autumn, 1731, without a degree, having been « 
member of it Uttle more than three years. 

Dr. Adams, the worthy and respectaWe master of 
Pembroke College, has generally had the reputation of 
being Johnson's tutor. The fact, however, is, that in 
1731, Mr. Jorden qnitt«d the College, and hi* pupils 
were transferred to Dr. Adan)3 ; so that had Johnson 
returned, Dr. Adams toould have been hu tutor. It is 
to be wished, that this connexion had talien place. 
His equal temper, mild disposition, and politeness of 
manners, might have insensiUy softened the harsh- 
ness of Johnson, and infused into him those more de- 
licate charities, those petites moralet, in which, it 
mnst be coniessed, our great moralist was more de- 
ficient than his best friends could fully justify. Dr. 
Adams p^d Johnson this high compliment. He said 
to me at Oxford, in 1 776, " I was nis nominal tutor ', 
but he was above my mark," When I repeated it to 
Johnson, his eyes nashed with grateful satisfoction, 
and he exclaimed, " That was liberal and noble." 

And now (I had almost aaiAponr') Samuel Johnson 
returned to his native city, destitute, and not know- 
ing how he should gain even a decent lirelihood. His 
father's misfortunes in trade rendered him nnaUe to 
support his son : and for some time there appeared 
no means by which he could roaintiun himself. In 
the December of this yeai' his father died. 

The state of poverty in which he died, appears 
from a note in one of Johnson's little diaries (a the 
following year, which strongly displays his spirit and 
virtuous oignity of mind. " 1732, Julii 15. I7n- 
decim aareos deposui, quo die qutcguid ante mairis 
Junu* (_quod serttm sit precar) de patemis bonis spe- 
rari Heel, vtginti scilicet liiras, accept- Usque adeo 
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mihi Jortuna fingenda est. Interea, ne paupertaie 
vires animt langimscant, nee injlagiiia cgestas abigat, 
cavendam. — 1 layed by eleven guineas on this daj, 
witea I received twenty pounds, being all that I have 
reason to hope for out of my father's effects, previous 
to the death of my mother ; an event which- I pray 
God may be very remote. I now therefore see that 
I must make my own fortune. Meanwhile, let me 
take care that the powers of my mind be not debili- 
tated by poverty, and that indigence do not force me 
into any criminal act." 

Johnson was so iar fortunate, that the respectable 
character of his parents, and his own merit, had, from 
his earliest years, secured him a kind reception in the 
best families at Lichfield. Among these I can men~ 
tion Mr. Howard, Dr. Swinfen, Mr. Simjfiou, Mr. 
Iievett, Captain Garrick, father of the great orna- 
ment of the British stage ; but above all, Mr. Gilbert 
Walmsley,* Registrar of the Ecclesiastical Court rf 
Lichfield, whose character, long after his decease. 
Dr. Johnson has, in his life of Edmund Smith, thus 
drawn in the gloning colours of gratitude r 

" Of Gilbert Walmsley, thus presented to my 
mind, let me indulge myself in the remembrance. I 
knew him very early; he was one of the first friends 
that literatjire procured mc, and I hope, that at. least, 
my gratitude made me worthy of his notice. 

" He was of an advanced age, and I was only not a 
boy, yet he never received my notions with contempt. 

" Mr. Warton inforaisme, "that this euly fiiend of Johnson 
mu entered > conaoontx <€ Trimtj' College, Oifotd, aifed 1 7i ia 
1698 ; and U the author of ia»ny Ladn vase tniiEUtioDS in the 
GeDtlemin's Magazine. One of tbem is a trooslstion of 

" M; tinis, O je Muiea, was happilj spent," &c. 
He died August 3, 1751, and a tnoniinient to his memoi; has 
been erected in the cathedral of Lichiield, vith an inscription 
written by Mr. Seward, one of the pnJ>endarie8. 
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He'was'a whig, with &I1 the virulence ' and maJefo. 
lence of his ptuty ; yet difference of opinion did not 
keep us apart. I honoured him, and he endured me. 

" He had mingled with the gay world, without 
«xemptioD from its vices or its follies ; but had never 
neglected the cultivation of his mind. His belief of 
jevelation was unshaken ; his learning preserved hia 
principles ; he grew first regular, and then pious. 

" His studies had been so various, that I am not 
able to name a man of equal knowledge. His ac- 
quaintance with books was great, and what he did 
not immediately know, he could, at least, tell where 
to find. Such was hia amplitude of learning, and 
audi his copiousness of communication, that it may 
be doubted whether a day now passes, in which I 
, have not some advantage from his iriendsbip. 

" At this man's table I enjoyed many cheeriul and 
Jnstructive hours, with companions such as are not 
, often found — ^with one who has lengthened, and oA« 
who has gladdened life ; with Dr. James, whose skill 
in physicK will be long remembered ; and with David 
GaTncb, whom I hoped to have gratified with this 
4Jiaracter of our cranmon friend. But what are the 
hopes of man I I am disappointed by that stroke of 
death, .which has eclipsed the gaiety of nations, and 
impoverished the publick stock of harmless pleasure." 

In these families he passed much time in his early 
years. In most of them, he was in the company of 
ladies, particularly at Mr. Walmsiey's, whose wife and 
sister-in-law, of tne name of Aston, and daughters of 
a bnronet, were remarkable for good breeding; so 
that' the notion which has been industriously circu- 
lated and believed, that he never was in good com- 
pany tilijate in life, and consequently had been con- 
firmed in coarse and ferocious manners by long habits, , 
is wholly without foundation. Some of the ladiea 
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have asmired me, they recollected him well wl^ k 
young man, as distinguiabed for his complaismioe. 

Aod that his jM^iteness vas not merely occasiwutl 
uid t«mponu7, or confined to the circles of Lichfieli^ 
is ascertained by the testimony of a lady, who, in x 
paper with which I hare been fevoured 1:^ a daughter 
of his intimate friend and physician. Dr. Lawrence, 
thus describes Dr. Johnson smne years afterwards : 

" As the particulars of the former part of Dr. , 
Johnson's life oo not seem to be very accurately know^ 
ft lady hopes that the following ii^rmatiott may not^ 
foe unacceptable. 

" She remembers Dr. Johnson on a visit to Dr. 
Taylor, at AshbouQi, sometime between the ea& ff- 
the year 37, and the middle of the year 40; sl^ 
rather thinks it to have been after he and his wife iwrc ^ 
removed to Londim. During bis stay at AshbouKi, 
he made frequeats visits to Mr. Meynell, at Brddleyi, 
where his company was much desired by the ladifes of 
the femily, who were, perhaps, in point of elegaiict 
and acGompliehments, inferiour to few of those witli 
whom he was afterwards acqutunted. Mr. Meynell's 
eldest daughter was afterwards married to Mr. Fits- * 
berbert, &ther to Mr. Alleyne Fitsheriiert, httely 
minister to the-court of Russia. Of her. Dr. John- 
son said, in Dr. Lawrence's study, that she .had the 
best understanding he ever met with in any human 
being. At Mr. Meynell's he also cnnmenced that 
friendship with Mrs. Hill Boothby, »ster to the pre- 
sent Sir Brook Boodiby, wbich ctmtiniied till her 
death. TYk young vaotaan wkojtt he tued to calt Mol^ 
Atton,* was sister t« Sir Thomas As^, and daugh« 
t«r to a bminet ; she was also dst^H^^be wife ot 
his friend, Mr. Gilbert Walmsley. BmRh his in* 

■ The voidi of Sir John Bawkiiu, p. 316. , 

. J. 
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tiA«cy with tiie above-mentiaoed prasme, who were 
■urely jieople of rank and educatioa, while he was 
yet at Licnfield he used to be fi*equently at the house 
o{ th. Svinfen, a geDtleman of very ancient femily in 
Staffordshire, ftota which, after the death of his elder 

* brother, he inherited a good estate. He was, besides, 
a ph]>siciaii of very exteaBTe practice ; but want c^ 

' due attentif»i to the management of his domestic con- 
cents left a rery large family in indigence. One of - 
hi^ daughters, Mrs. Deanioulins, afterwards found an 
asylum in the house of her old friend, whose doors 
Ven always open to the unfortunate, and who well 
obsMTed the precept of the Gospel, for he " was land 

' ' jto the unthankful and to the erU." 

. In the forlorn state of his circumstancea, he ac- 
f ieateA of an offer to be employed as usher in the 

'/ school of Market^Bosworth, in Leicestershire, to which 

I it aj^bars, from one of his little fragments of a diary, 
tluiy he went on foot, on the l6th of July. — " JvUi 
16^ BotvortiaiK pedet petit." 9ut it is not bue, as 
Ua been emHieously related, that he was assietaut to 
(Be btnous Anthony Blackwall, whose merit has been 
^ honoured by the t^timony of Bishop Hurd, who was 
his scholar; for Mr- Blackwall died on the 8th (^ 
A[ffil, 1730,* nme thao a year befive Johnaoti left 
the Unirersity. 

This employment was very irksome to him in every 
respect, and he complained grievously of it in his bt- 
tere to his fnend, Mr. Hector, who was now settled as 
a surgecm at Binningham. The letters are lost; but 
Mr. Hector recollects his writing " that the poet had 
described the dull sameness of lus existence in these 
irards ' Vittaa^Antitiet una dies' (one day contains 
the whole^pny life) ; that it was unvaried as the 
note of jKcuckoo; and that he did not know whe- 
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ther it wu more disagreeable for Usi to teadi, iw die 
boys to le&m, tfae grammar rules." His general aveiw 
BioD to thia painful drudgery wae greatly enhanced bjr 
a disagreement between him and Sir Wolstan Dixie, 
the patron of the school, in whoae hoiue, I have been 
told, he officiated as a kind of dome§tic diaplatn, ho lar, 
at least, as to say grace at table, but was treated with 
what he represented as int^deraUe harshness; and, 
after suffenng for a few mooths such cwiplieated 
misery, he relinquished a situation which all iiia life 
afterwards he recollected with the strongest aversion, 
and eren a degree of horrour. - But it is j»-obab)e that 
at this period, whatever uneasiness he may have en- 
dured, he Imd the foundatim c^much future eminence 
by application to his studies. 

Being now again totally unoccupied, he was invited 
by Mr. Hector to pass some time with him at Birming- 
ham, as his guest, at the house of Mr. Warren, wi9» 
whom Mr. Hector lodged and boarded. Mr. Warren 
was the first established bookseller in BirmEngham. 
and was very attentive to Johnson, who he soon found 
Gould be of much service to him in his trade, by his 
Imowledge of literature ; and he even ofatunea liie , 
assistance of bis pen io furnishing some numbers of » 
periodical Essay printed in the newspaper, of which 
Warren was proprietor. After very dmgent inquiry, I 
have not been able to recover thoee early specimens c^ 
that particular mode of writdng by which JohnsoB 
afterwuds so greatly distinguished nimself. 

He continiwd to live as Mr. Hector's guest for 
about six months, and then hired lodgings in another 
rart of the town, finding himself as weU situated at 
Birmingham as he supposed he could be laij where, 
while he had no settled plan of life, and very scanty 
means of subsistence. He made aame valiiable ac« 
quaintances there, amongst whom were Mr. Pfoler, a 
mercer, whoee widow he afterwards married, and Mr. 
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Taylor, whe, by his ingenuity in mechanical inven- 
tiotu, and his succesi in trade, acquired an immenst 
iintime. But the comfort dheiag near Mr. Hector, 
bis old Bchoolfellow and intimate friend, was Jrfin* 
son's chief inducement to continue here. 

Jn what manner be employed his pen at tbit pAiod, 
(V whether he derived from it any pecuniary advaaa 
tige, I luiTe not been able to ascertam. He probaUy 
get a little nxmey from Mr. Warren; and we are 
certain, that he executed here one piece of literary 
labour, oi which Mr- Hect^v has &roured me with a 
minute account. Haring mentioned that he had read 
at Pnnbroke Cqll^ a Voyage to Abyssinia, by IjAo, 
» Fortoguese Jesuit, and uiat he thought an abridge- 
ment and trmialation of it from the French into £n- 
r might be an useful and profitable publicatiim, 
Warren and Mr. Hector jomed in urging him to 
undertake it. He accordingly agreed ; and the book 
•tot being to be found in Birmingham, he borrowed it 
of Pembn^ College. A part of the work being rery 
aoon done, one Osbom, who was Mr. Warren's printer, 
was set to work with what was ready, and Johnson 
engaged t« su^y the jn-ess with copy as it should be 
wanted; but nis constitntimial indolence soon pre- 
railed, and the work was at a stand. Mr. Hector, 
who knew that a modve of humanity would be the 
Bioet prevailing argument with his n^end, went to 
Jtdmson, and represented to him, that the printer 
oould have no other employment till this undertaking 
iras finished, and that the poor man and his family 
were sulfering. Johnson upon tliis exerted the powers 
of his mind, Uiougb his body was relaxed. He lay in 
bed wiUi the book, which was a quarto, before bim, 
ao(t dictated while Hector wrote. Mr. Hector car- 
Tiedithe sheets to Uie press,, and corrected almost all 
.^Ik pnifl^ sheets, rer^ few of which were even seen by 



u.g.rzpar, Google 



54 THt tiFE or ClTSJr. 

Johnson. In this manner, with the lud of Mr. Heo 
tOT's actire friendship, the bonk was completed, sai 
was published in 1735, with Lcmdon upon the tide.- 
iMgej though it was in realitr printed at Binning- 
bam, a dence too common witli prorincial publishers. 
F(H' this work he had Arom Mr. Warren cauj the sum 
of five guineas. ' 

lliis being the firat prose work of Johnson, it is a 
CurinuB object of in»Hiiry how much may be traced in 
it of that style which marks his subsequent writings 
with such peculiar excellence ; with so happy an union' 
of force, TiTacity, and perspicuity. I have perused 
the book with this view, and hare found that here, as 
I believe in every other translation, there is in the 
work itself no vestige of the trasslator's own style; 
for the lanrnage of translation being adapted to the 
thou^ta cff another person, insensibly rollowa their 
cast, and as it were runs into a mould that is ready- 
joenired. ' 

Thus, for instance, taking the first sentence that 
occurs at the opening of the book, p. 4. " I lived here 
above a year, and completed my studies in divinity ; 
in which time some letters were received from tne 
fathers of Ethiopia, with an account that Sultan 
Segned, emperour of Abyssinia, was converted to the 
church of Rome; that many (HF'his subjects had fol- 
lowed his example ; and that there was a great want 
of missionaries to improve these prosperous begin- 
nings- Every body was very desvous of seconding 
the zeal of our fathers, and of sending them the as- 
sistance they requested ; to which we were the more 
encouraged, because the emnerour'B' letter informed 
our provincial, that we might easily enter his domi- 
nions by the way of Danrala; hut, unhappily, the 
secretary wrote Geila for Dancala, which cost two of 
our fathers their lives." Every one acquainted jnlJr 
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Jofamoii's manner wfil be tensible tltat there is no- 
thing of H here ; but that this sentence might have 
heen composed bj' any other man. 

But, in the Pre&ce, the Johnsonian style begins to 
appear; and though use had not yet taught his wing 
a penna&ent and equable flight, there are parts ^ 
it which exhibit his best manner in full rigour. I had 
once the pleasure of examinisg it with Mr. Edmund 
Burlce, wno coofirmed me in this opinion, by his snpe- 
liour critical sagacity, and was, I remember, much 
deUghted with the fi^owing specimen r 
. " The Portuguese traveller, contrary to the generah 
vein of his countrymen, has amused his reader with 
no romantick absurdity, or incredible fictions ; what- 
ever he relates, whether true or not, is at least proba* 
Ue ; and he who tells nothing exceeding the hounds 
at probability, baa a right to demand that they should 
foeheve hint who cannot contradict him. 

" He appears by hie modest and unaffected narra- 
tion, to have descnbed things as he saw them, tohave 
copied nature from the life, and to have consulted hia 
■enses, not hii imagination. He meets with no basi- 
lisks that destroy with their eyes ; his crocodiles de- 
vour their prey without tears, and iiis cataracts fall 
frcan the rocks without deafening the neighbouring 
inhabitants. 

" The reader will here find no regions cursed with 
irremediable barrenness, or Uest with spontaneous 
fecundity; no perpetual gloom, or imceasing sun- 
shine ; nor are the nations here described either de- 
roid of all sense of humanity, ra" consummate in tdl 
private or aodsl virtues. Here are no Hottentots 
without religious policy or articulate language ; no 
Chinese perfectly polite, and completely skilled in all 
adences; he will discover, what will always be dis- 
covered by a diligent and impartial inquirer, that 
wherever numan nature' is to be found, there is a 

...Coujlc 
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mixture of t^ and rirtue, a cmttett of paMiMi and 
reason ; and that the Creator doth not appear partial 
in hia diatributiiKia.but has balanced.in most ooraitries. 
Htm particular iaconTemenceabyparticiilar ftTonrs." 

Here we have an earlf exannite of that hrilliant 
and energetick expreanon, whi^, tmoB imnnaenble 
occasionB in hia Bubaequeut life, jnsuy impreand the 
world with iht higfaeat admiratica. 

Nor can any rate, coavcrsant with the writings of 
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abire, though it ii aaciibed to Warren the boaheBer. 
" A genaovs and derated miitd ia diitingaiahed hy 
Bothing more certainly tiian an fmiDentd^ree of en* 
rioai^;* oxa is that cnrioNtyerer more agreeably <v 
luefully cmi^oyed than in examining the laws and 
outwns ot foreign nations. I hope, therefere, the 
present I now presume to make will not be thought 
mtivG^ier ; whidi, howerer, it is not my Inuinefls as a 
dedicator to comioend, nor aa a botdiseller to depr^ 
eiate." 

. It ia leasonaUe to nippoee, that his having been 
thus aocideiitally led to a particular study of tihe hi»- 
tory and manners of AbyMnia, was the remote ooca- 
siw (tf his writing, many years afterwards, his ad- 
mirable philosophical tale, the principal scene of 
is laid in that country; 

Johnson returned to Lichfield eariy in 1734, and 
in August that ^ear he made an attempt to procure 
some little subsistence by his pen ; for he published 
propoBBls fw printing by eubscnption the Latm Pcems 
of Pc^tian : } " Aitgdi PoUtiani Poemata Laiina, 



■ See Raksleb, No. 103. 
- -f Mn «■ not tncc > &i>tiAiI aiinibn^ between Polituai Hid 
JglinBMt? Bnediu, ipcaloiv iit Paulu FdiaNdai toBtaa^mt 
ntj% "— iDqiu>N«lnta,utdiiiiiiiAu«dore|itisw>,dttenit<^ 
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^but Satat, cum kitloriA Latinie poaeos, a Pe- 
trardim <tva ad PoUttani tempora deductd, et vhA 
PoUtiatdJuuut quam antekac tnarrata, addidtt Sah. 

JWHMSON."* 

It appears that his brother Nathauael had taken 
up his father's' trade; for it is mentioiied that " sub- 
Bcriptioiis are taken ia by the Editor, or N. Johnson, 
botAseller, of Lichfield." NotirithstandiBg the merit 
of JohnsoOf'and the cheap price at which this hook 
was. offered, tbere were not subscribers enough to 
insure a suflicieiit sale; so the work never appeared, 
and probaUf never was executed. 

We find him a^ain this year at Birmingham, and 
there is preserved the following letter from him to 
Mr. Edward Care,t the original compiler and editor 
ef the Gientlwian's Magazine : 

TO MR. CATE. 

" aiB, Hirv. 25, 1734- 

'< As you appear no less sensible thao your 
readers of uie defects of your poetical article, you will 
not be displeased, i^ in order to the improrement «f 
it, I conimnnicate to you the sentiments of a perMBr 
who will undertake, on reasonable terms, sometimes 
to fill a column. 

'' His opinion is, that the publick would not give you 

tern oria execHaitii ingetiii pnestutis cmipenuvit." Comment, 
de B*. »d nun penin. Edit. AinsteLUlll. p.200. 
- • The book vu to contain more than thirty sheets ; the price lo 
be two^ihtUinei ani. siipence at the time of subscribing, and tiro 
ddllitin and sutpence at the deliiery of a perfect book in qniret. 

■f Miss Cave, the siand-mece of Mr. £dv. Cave, has oblinn^ 
■ben me the otiginajj of this uid the other letters of Dr. Johnson 
to him, which vere first published in the Oenlleman's Magazine, 
with note* iff Mr. John Nlcliols, the urorthy and indefali^ble 
Editor of diat raluaUe miscdLuiy, signed N. ; some of wludi I 
ehsfl graukuU}' tnuMribe in dK course of this woA. 
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a bad rec^ttion, if, beside the cnnetit wit rf tb« 
month, which a crittca] extunmatiim would generaUy 
reduce to a narrow compass, you admitted not ooIt 

Cms, inscriptiong, &c. never printed before, whicA 
will Hometimes suraly you with ; but likewiw 
shmt literary diBsertations in I^tin or Englidi, cri- 
tical remarks on authours andent or modem, fbrgotten 
noems that deserve revival, or loose {Heces, like 
Floyer's,* worth weseoring. By this method, your 
literary article, fw so it midit be called, vUl, he 
thinks, be better recommended to the puUick than by 
low jests, awkward haSooatry, or the dull scurrilities 
of either party. ' 

" If Budi a oorrespmidence will be agreeaUe to yoa, 
he jJeased to infwm me, in two posts, what the con.- 
ditions are on which you shall expect it. Your late 
offert gives me no reason to distrust your gmravdty. 
If you engage in vty literary nr^iects bcndes this 
paper, I have other oesigiiB to unpart, if I could he 
secure from having others reaf the advantage of what 
I should hint. 

" Your letter by being directed to S. Smith, to be 
left at the Castle in BirmiDgfaam, Wanrickdiire, will 

" Yo»r humble servant." 

Mr. Cave has put a note on this letter. " An- 
swered Dec 3." But whether any thing was dixie in 
consequence of it we are not informed. 

Johnson had, from his early youth, been sensiUe 
to the infiuence of female charms. When at Stour- 
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bridge adtool, h^ wits much eoainoured of Olivia 
Lloyd, B young qtu^er, to whom he wrote a copy of 
veraea, wntch I hare not been able to recover ; out 
with what fecilitr and elegance he could warble thtf 
amnvus lay, will appear from the following lioes 
which he wrote for his friend Mr. Edmund Hector. 

TKmBEitoaLADT,««m«itTli^^m>A«rdSpKiG ^Mtitlx. 

" Wllat iwpM, wiMt tennun doea ±j gift aeale, 
AntUgiwiu onUan of uncertain hu 1 
Tlw D^rtk, Mlilgli of tupreme emmiand, 
Coonga'd hj Vcniu U McH^'g hand ; 
Not iem ea prie i o m tbni > logning Ur, 
Now gnnU, uid now njccb a brer's prajci. 
In mptle Amdet oft ongi the happy iwoiD ; 
In myrtle thida dopauing gfaoM ciim{ilaia ; 
Tha n^itk aowiia Ibe ha^iy lotcn' beads, 
Hm unhi^ij lorei'i gnre tlw myrtk ipreadi i 
O then die m«aidiig of ihr ^ impart, 
And case the dmbbing* of an annooi heart I 
Soon mnM ddi bough, a* JOD riiaH fix hia doom, 
Adon Fhilaiida*a head, si grace hii tomb."^ 
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wbcthei it WM n^iilj' attributed to him — >' I think it ii now jutt 
'for^ yean ago, mat a young fellow had a sprig of myrtle gmn 
faim hy a pn ha oonRcd, and asked me to write liini some Tcnei 
Ibathen^itneaeothei inieUim. I ptouised, t>ut fenot t and 
when he caUra for his line* at the dme agreed od — Sit soli a mo- 

il)d(ar Muffld,aodI'nfi'^ -' "^ - 

re miintt«s, and wrote the D 
toe tooaw'—jtnecdaUt, p. M. 

In my 8nt edition I was induced to doulit the aulhcniidty of 
Ihia acoDUDt, by the fidlowing drcumitantial xtatanent in a letter 
' to me fiom Miss Seward, of ticiifield : — " I inov those versea 
were addressed to Lacy Porter, jdien he wu eruinoured of her in 
bis boyish days, two or three years before be bad seen her mother, 
Hs Aicure wifb. He wrote ttiem at my gtandfatbei's, and gave 
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His jurenilesttachmeDtatotfae har §ex were; how- 

erer, very tnnsieiit ; and it is certain, that he (onaei 

ittaa to LoBT id the ptetmcc of n\j mother, to idiom be ■hewnd 
tbcm <M (he mMuit. She lued to i^eat than to me, vhen I uLed 
her tor the Veria i>r. JdAium gave her an a V^ of myrtie, 
which he had tlolen or Uggci from her ioiom. We all know 
honest Luc7 Porter to have been meapable irf the mean vanity of 
uplying to henelf a aHnpliment Dot Mended tot her." Sndi wat 
thu lady's ttatcniBit, irtiuh 1 make do doubt dui supposed to be 
Gwrect ; but it ihewi how daiweioai it ii to tiuat loo unnlicidjr to 
traditional lestuncHir and iugemoua inference ; for Mr. Hector has 
lately asKired me (hat Mn. Kozzi't accouDt ii in thia instance ac- 
curate, and that he waa the penon fiir irtum Johnaon wrote those 
n, which have'lMeD enoocoudy aioilMd to Hi. Hanmond. 



Anna Seward, in consequatce of the precedina Etatemenl, (whidi 
may be ftund in " the Gtntlonan'a Hwazine," toL Ixiii. and 
Mt.) recSTcd the fidlowing lettes Brtxa Mr. Edmund Hector, od 
the subject : 

" DE*B Bl>, 

" I am ■ocry to bcb you are engaged jn altercatioa with a 
ItAft who tetwt UDwiUing to be couTioeod of her erroun. Surely 
it would be more iogenuoufl to acknowledge than to peracrere. 

" Latdy, in lookmg ot(t aome papera I meant to bum, I fotind 
dieoifeitial maniuc^of ihemyrtte, with the date on it, 1731, 
«4ilch I haTe indaaco. 

" The true biitoiy (which I could awear to) ia as fullovs : Mr- 
Morgan Oravee, the elder brother of a worthy clergyman near 
Bath, with whom I was acquainted, wailed upon a lady in thia 
neighbourhood, who at partuut preaented him the branch. He 
ghewed it me, and wiahed muchloretuni the compliment in Terse. ' 
I applied to Johnion, who was with me ; and in about half m hour 
dictated Che Tcrses, which I sent to my friend. 

" I moslsoleamly dedare, at (bat time, Johnson was an entire 
Btrangcc to (he Porter bmily ; and it wu ahnost two years after 
that I iotmduced bim (o the acquaintance of Farter, whcon I 
boi^C my deaths a£ 
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no crimiiuJ connection whatsoerer. Mr. Hector, vho 
lived with him in his younger days in the utmost inti- 
macy and social freedom, has a§8ured me, that even at 
that ardent eeason his conduct was strictly virtuous 
in tliat respect ; and that though he loveti to exhi- 
larate himself with wine, he never Icnew him intoxi- 
cated but once. 

In a man whwn religious education has secured 
from licentious indulgences, the passion of lave, when 
once it has seised him, is exceeaingly strong; being 
unimpaired by dissipation, and totaUy concentrated in 
one object. This was experienced by Johnson, when 
he betnme the fervent admirer of Mrs. Porter, after 
her first husband's death. Miss Porter told me, that 
when he was first introduced to her mother, his 
qipearance was very forbidding: he was then leaa 
and lank, so that his immense structure of bones was 
hideously striking to the eye, and the scars of the 
scrofula were deeply visible. He also wore his hair, 
which was straight and stiff, and sepai^ted behind : 
and he often had, seemingly, conviusive starts and 
odd ^sticulations, which tended to excite at once 
surprise and ridicule. Mrs. Porter was so much en- 
ga^d by his conversation that she overlooked all 
these external disadvantages, and said to her daughter, 
" this is the moat sendbte man that f ever saw m my 
life." 

Though Mrs. Porter was double the age of John- 
son, and her person and manner, as described to me 
by the late Mr. Garrick, were by no means pleanng to 
others, she must have had a superiority of under- 
etanding and talents, as she certainly inspired him 

" I brae TOU win paidon me fbt taking up ao much of joai 
time, '^flahing jrou muUoi el fdica obriu, I shall gubaciibe 

" Binmi^iam, " Yoor obliged buiuble serrant, 

J«i. eth, 1794. •' E. HKCTOR.- 

VOL. I. O 
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wHb a niOTe tlian ordmaty pasnon ; and she having 
■ignified her TilUngneas to accept of his hand, he went 
to Idciifield to ask his mother's cwisent to the mar- 
riage, which he could not but be consdous was a very 
iin|«tulait scheme, botJi on account of their disparity 
<i years, and her want of fortune. But Mrs. Johnson 
knew too well the ardour of her son's temper, and was 
too tender a paftnt to oppose his inclinations. 

I know not for what reason the matnage ceremony 
was not perim«ed at Binnindiara ; but a resolution 
was taken that it should be at Derby, for which place 
the Inide and bridegroom set out on horseback, I 
■ufqiose in very good humour. But though Mr. 
Topham Beaaclerk used archly to mention Johnson's 
- having told him, with much gravity, " Sir, it was a 
love inarriage on both sides," I have had from mv 
illustriiKU mend the following curious account of their 
journey to church upon the nuptjal mom, (9th 
July) :— " Sir, she had read the old romances, and 
had got into her head the fantasrical notion diat a 
winnan of sjnrit shouM use her lover like a dog. So, 
or, at first she told me that I rode too &at, and she 
could not keep up with me ; and, when I rode a little 
slower, she paeaed me, aod complained that I lagged 
behind. I was not to be made the slave of caprice ; 
and I resolved to begin as I meant to end. I there- 
fore pushed on briskly, till I was ^rly out of sight. 
The road lay between two hedges, so I was sure she 
Goidd not miss it ; and I contrived that she should 
soon come up with me. When glie did, I observed 
her to be in tears." 

' This, it must he allowed, was a ungular beginning 
of ctmnulual felicity; but there is no doubt that 



" Prayers and Meditations," we find very remarkLible 
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evidence that lus regard and fuadoeae for her nerer 
ceased, even after her death. 

He now set up a private academy, for which purpose 
lie hired a, hiige house, well situt^ed, near hia natiTO 
city. In the Gentleman's Magazine for 17S6, there 
is the fbllowing advertiaenient : " At Edial, near 
Lichfield, in Staffordshire, young gentlemfn are 
boarded and taught the Latin and Greek lanntaces, 
by Sauuel Johnson." But the only jiupus tnat 
were puf under hb care were the celebrated Darid 
Garrick and hia brother George, and Mr. Offely, a 
young gentleman of good fortune, who died early. As 
yet, his name had nothing of that celebritj^ wbidi 
afterwards commanded the highest attention and 
respect of mankind. Had such an advertisement . 
appeared after the publication of bis London, or bis 
Rambler, or his Dictionary, how would it have 
biu^t upon the world I witb what e^emess would 
the great and wealthy hare embraced an ngtportuuity 
of putting their sons under the learned tuition M 
Sauuel Johnhon ! The truth, however, is, that he 
was not so well qualified for being, a teacher of ele> 
ments, and a conductor in learning by regular gradi^ 
tions, as men of inferiour powers of mind. His own 
BcquisitioDs had been made by fits and starts,. W 
Wdent irruptiooa in the re^ons of luiowledge ; and 
it could not be expected that his impatience would be 
subdued, and his impetuosity restnuned, so as to fit 
htm for a quiet guide to novices. The art of cmn- 
muuicating instruction, of whatever kind, is much to 
be valued ; and I have ever thought that those who 
devote themselves to this employment, and do their * 
duty with diligence and success, are entitled to v&tv 
high req^ect from the conununity, as Johnson himself, 
often maintained. Yet I am at Ofnnioa, that tbe 
greatest iibilities are not only not required' fw this 
office, but render a man less fit for it. 
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Whik ve acknowledge the juatDess of Tborason's 
beautiful remark. 



we must consider that this delight is perceptible only 
by " a mind at ease," a mind at once calm and dear ; 
but that a mind gloomy and impetuous, like that of 
Johnson, cannot be fixed for aay length of time in 
minute attention, and must be so frequently irritated 
by unavoidable slowness and errour in the aavaDces of 
scholars, as to perform the duty, with little pleasure 
to the teacher, and no great advantage to die pupils. 
Good temper is a most essential requi^te in a precep- 
tor. Horace paints the character as Hand .- 



Johnson was not more satisfied with his sitaation 
as the master of an academy, than with that of the 
usher of a school ; we need not wonder, therefore, that 
he did not keep his academy above a year and a half. 
From Mr. Gairick's account he did not appear to have 
been profoundly reverenced by his pupils. His od- 
dities of manner, and uncouth gesticulations, could 
not but be the sut^ect of merriment to them ; and in 
particular, the young rogues used to listen at the door 
of bis bed-chamber, and peep through the key-hole, 
that they might turn into ridicule his tumultuous 
and awkWard fondness for Mrs. Johnson, whian he 
used to name by the familiar appellation of Teilg or 
Tetset/f \r}iic\i,\ike Betty or Beliey,i6mariBdally uaed 
as a contraction for Eiiza'>etk, her chnstian name, but 
which to us seems ludicrous, when applied t« a woman 
of her age Mid appearance. Mr. Chirrick described 
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Jier to me aa veiy &t, witli a boeom of more than 
ordinary protuberance, with swelled cheeks, of a Sorid 
red, produced by thick punting, and increaaed by the 
liberal use of cordials ; flaring and fontastic in her 
dress, and aflected both in her speech and her general 
behaviour. I have seen Garrick exhibit her, by his 
exquisite talent for mimickry, so as to excite the 
heartiest bursts of laughter ; but he, probaUy, as ie 
the case in all such representations, considerably ag- 
gravated the picture. 

That Johnson well knew the most proper cotirse to 
be pursued in the instructioa c^ youth, is authenticaUy 
ascertained by the following paper in his own hand- 
writing, given about this period" to a relation, and 
now in the poasesaion of Mr. Jt^n Nichtds : 



" SciiEHB Jbr the Classes of a Grahhah School. 

" When the introduction, or formation of noniis or 
verbs, is perfectly mastered, let them learn 

" Corderius, by Mr. Clu-ke ; beginning at the same 
time to translate out of the introduction, that by this 
means they may learn the syntax. Then let them 
proceed to 

" Erasmus, with an English translation, by the 
same authour. 

" Class II. Learns Entropius and Cornelius Nepos; 
M- Justin, with the translation. 

" N. B. The first class sets for their part every 
morning the rules which they have learned beftve, 
and in the afternoon learas the Latin rules of the 
nouns and verbs. 

" They are examined in the rules which diey have 
learned, every Thursday and Saturday. 

" The second class does the same wnilst they are in 
Entropius; afterwards their part is in the irregular 
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nouDs uid verbs, and in the rules for maldDg and 
BCiumitig reraea. Th^ an examined as the first. 

" Class III. Grid's Metamorphoses in the morning, 
and Cteaar's Commentaries in tke aftemoon. 

" Practise in the Latin rules till ihej are perfect 
in them ; afterwards in Mr. Leeds' Greek Gnunmar. 
Examined as More. 

" Afterwards ther proceed to Virgil, beginning at 
the same time to wnte themes and Terses, and to learn 
Greek: from thence passing on to Horace, &c. as 
■hall seem most proper. 

" I knov not well what hooks to direct you to, he- 
cause jwu have not informed me what study you will 
Sply yourself to. I believe it will be most fiw your 
vantage to apply yourself whollv to the languages, 
till vou go to the University. The Greek authors I 
fhinK it best for you to read are these : 

" Cebes. 

" .Slian 1 

" Lucian by Leeds. > Attick. 

" Xeuophon. j 

" Homer. lonick. 

" Theocritus. Dtaick. 

" Euripides. Attick and Dorick. 

" Thus you will be tolersM^ skilled in all the 
dialects, beginning with the Attick, to which the rest 
must be referred. 

" In the study of Latin, it is proper not to read the 
latter auUiours, till you are well veraed in those of the 
purest ages; as Terence, Tully, Cesar, Salltist, 
Nepos, Velleius Patercutus, Virgil, Horace, Phtednie. 

"The greatest and most necessary task still remains, 
to attain a habit of exmvssioo, without which knoV' 
ledge is of little use. This is necessary in Latin, and 
more necessary in English ; and c^ only be acquired 
by a daily imitation of the best and correctest autnours. 
" Sa». Johnson." 
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Wliile Johnson kept his academy, there can be no 
doubt that he was insensibly furnishing his mind with 
various knowledge ; but I have not discovered that he 
wrote any thing, except a great part of his tragedy of 
Irene. Mr. Peter Garrick, Oie elder brvther of 
Pavid, told me that he remembered Johnson's bor- 
rowing the Turkish History of him, in order to form 
his play from it. When he had finished some part of 
it, be read what he had done to Mr. Wahnsley, who 
objected t« his having already brought his heroine 
into great distress, and askea him, " how can you 
possibly contrive to plunge her into deeper calamity f" 
Johnson, in sly allusion to the supposed oppressive 
proceedings of the court of which Mr. Walm^ey was 
registrar, replied, " Sir I can put her into the Spi- 
ritual Court !" 

Mr. Walmsley, however, was well pleased with this 
proof of Johnson's abilities as a dramatick writer, and 
advised him to finish the tragedy, and produce it on 
the stage. 

Johnson now thou^t of trying his fortune in 
liondon, the great ITeld of genius and exertion, where 
talents of every kind have the fiillest scope and the 
highest encouragement. It is a memorable circum- 
stance that his pi4pil David Garricfc went thither at 
the same time," with intent to complete his educa- 

■ Both of llieni used to Ulk pleasantlf of tliu thdr flnt joume]' 
(o Loadoa. Qunck, evidestly meaning to embeliuh B little, (dd 
one dsjr in my healing, " we rode aiid ded." And Ihe Biahop of 
Kilkloe, [Dr. Barnard,] informed me, that at another time, what 
Johnson and Oarrick were dining ti^lher in n pretty laige com- 
pany, Johnson humorously ascertaining the chronology of some- 
thing, expressed himself thus; " that was the year when I csme 
to Idndoa with two-peace halfpenny in my pocket" Oarrkk 
overhearing him, exclaimed, " Eh 7 what do yoa ny ? with two- 
pence haltpennj in your pocket?" — JohhbOiT. " Why, ye«; 
when I oune with two-pence half-petiiij in My podtet, and .thou, 
Dav]', with three half-ptmce in thine." 
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tisn, and fdlov the profeesion of the hw, from which 
he waa bodb diverted by his decided preference for the 
Btage. 

This joint expeditdon of those two eminent men to 
tlie metropoKs, was many years afterwEirds noticed in 
an allegorical poem on Snakspeare's MiJberry tree, 
bv Mr. Loribondi tlie ingenious author of " The 
Teara of Old-May-Day." 

' They were recommended to Mr. Cokon,' an emi- 
nent mathematician and master of an academy, by the 
fijtowing letter from Mr. Wahnsley : 

" To the Reverend Mr. Colbon. 

<• DEA» siH, Lichfield, Maidi S, 1737. 

" I HAD the farour of yours, and am extremely 
obliged to you j but I cannot ear I had a greater 
affection for you upon it than I had before, being long 
since so mucn endeared to you, as well bv an eariy 
fnendship, as by your many excellent and valuable 
quaUficationa ; and, had I a eon (^ my own, it would 
be my ambition, instead of vending him to the Uni- 
rersiWi to dispote (^ him as this yoimg gentleman is. 

" He, and another neighbour of mine, one Mr. 
Samuel Johnson, set out this morning for London 
together. Dary Garrick is to be with you early the 
next week, and Mr. Johnson to try his fate witli a 
tragedy, and to see to get himself employed in some 
' transhuicm, either from Uie Latin or the French. 
Johnson is a very good scholar and poet, and I hare 
great hqtee will turn out a fine tragedy-writer. If 
it should any way lie in your way, I doubt not but 
you would be ready to recommend and assist your 
countryman." 

" G. Walmslky." 
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Huw he employed himself upon \a% first coming to 
London is not particularly known.* I never heard 
that he found any protectiou or encoun^meut by the 
means of Mr. Colaon, to whose academy David Garrick 
went. Mrs. Lucy Porter told me, that Mr. Walmsley 
gave him a letter of introduction to Lintot his bo<^- 
seller, imd that Johnson wrote some things for him ; 
but I imagine this to be a mistake, for I have dis- 
covered no trace of it, and I am pretty sure he told 
me, that Mr. Cave was the first publisher by whom 
his pen was engaged in London. 

He had a little money when he came to town, and 
he knew how he could lire in the cheapest manner. 
His first lodgings were at the house of Mr. Norris, a 
staymaker, m Exeter-street, adjoining Catharine- 
street, in the Strand. " I dined (said ne) very well 
for eight-pence, with very good company, at tlie Pine- 
"Apple in New-street, just by. Several of them had 
travelled. They expected to meet every day j but 
did not know one another's names. It used to cost 
the rest a shiUbg, for they drank wine ; but 1 had a 
cut of meat for six-pence, and bread for a penny, and 
gave the waiter a penny ; so that I was quite well 
served, nay, better than the rest, for they gave the 
waiter nothing." 

He at this time, I believe, abstained entirely from 
fenneoted liquors ; a practice to which he rigidly con- 
formed for many years together, at diferent periods 
of his life. 

His Ofellus, in the Art of living in London, I 
have heard him relate, was an Irish painter, whom he 

• One curious mecdote was communicated hj hinuelf to Mr, 
JohoNidiols. Mr. Wilcox, dia bookseller, <hi beiog inibiraed 
bf him ibal his iDtentian ires to gel bis Uvelibood u an aulbaur, 
eyed hi^ robust fiame attentively, and with a sunificant look, eaid, 
" Ydu had better buy a porter's knot." He however added, 
" Wilcox wu one of my bat MeDda." 
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knew at BirmtngbaiB, and whc had practised his nwn 
precepts of econtany for sereral yeara in the British 
capital. He assured Johasou, who, I supposCj was 
then meditating to try hia fortune in London, but 
was apprehenaire ot the expense, " that thirty pounds 
a year was enough ta enable a man to lire there with- 
out being contemptible. He allowed ten pounds for 
clothes and linen. He s^ a man might live in a 
garret at eighteen^oce a week ; few people would - 
inquire where he lodged; if they did, it was easy to 
Bay, ' Sir, I am to be found at such a place.' By 

r tiding three-pence at a coffee-house, he might be 
some hours every day in very good company ; he 
might dine for sis-pence, break&st on bread and milk 
for a penny, and do without sup|ier. On clean-shirt- 
day he went abroad, and paid visits." I hare heard 
him more than once talk of hia frugal friend, wluan he 

__ recollected 'Mith esteem and kindness, and did not like 
to have one smile at the recital. " Thu man (sud 
he, gravely) was a reij sensible man, who perfectly 
understood common afiairs : a man of a great deal of 
knowledge of the world, fresh fkon life, not strained 
through books. He borrowed a horse and ten pounds 
from Birminghani. Finding himself master of so 
much money, he set off for West Chester, in order to 
get to Ireland. He returned the horse, and probably 
Uie ten pounds too, after he got home." 

Considering Johnson's narrow circumstances in the 
early part of hia life, and particularly at the interest- 
ing Kra of his launching into the ocean of London, it 
is not to be wondered at, that an actual instance, 
proved by experience, of the possibility of enjoying 
the intellectual luxury of social life upon a very ami^ 

' income, should deeplv engage his attention, and be 
ever recollected by him as a Circumstance of much 
importance. He amused himself, I remember, by 
computing how much ia<»% expense was absolutely 
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necessarr to live upon the same scale with that which 
his frienu describea, when the value of money was di- 
minished by the progress of commerce. It may be 
estimated that double the money might now with 
difficulty be sufficient. 

Amidst this cold obecurity, there was one brilliant 
circumstance to cheer him ; he was well acquainted 
vrith Mr. Henry Hervey,* one of the branches of the 
noble family of that name, who had been Quartered at 
Lichfield as an officer of the army, and nad at this 
time a bouse in London, where Johnson was fre- 
quently entertained, and had an opportunity of meet- 
ing genteel company. Not very long before nis death, 
he mentioned this, among other particulars of his 
life, which he was kindly communicating to me ; and 
he described this early friend, " Harrv Mervey," thus : 
" He was a vicious man, but very Kind to me> If 
you call a dog Hkrvey, I shall love him." 

He told me he had now written only three acts of 
his Irene, and that he retired for some time to lodg- 
ings at Greenwich, where he proceeded in it some- 
what further, and used to compose, walking in the 
Park ; but did not stay long enough at that place to 
finish it. 

At this period we find the following letter from 
him to Mr. Edwud Cave, which, as a link in the 
chain of his literary history, it ia proper to insert : 

■ The Honoanble HeDT7 Hem?, tbird too of t})« firet Ead of 
BiiMol, quitted tbe aimj, and took oideri. He iiiamcd ■ ostci of 
^ Thpmu AMoo, ^ whom he got the Alton otate, and wniincd 
tlu nuu and aona of that haaij. Vide CoISim'i Peerage. 



" Havino observed in your papers rery uncom- 
mon odfers of encourageraent fa) men of letters, I have 
chosen, being a stranger in London, to commonicate . 
to you the following design, which, I hope, if you 
join in it, will be of advantage to both of us. 

" The HiBtory of the Council of Trent having been 
lately translated into French, and published with 
large Notes by Dr. Le Courayer, the reputation of 
that book is so much revived in England, that, it is 
presumed, a new translation of it from the Italian, 
together with Le Courayer's Notes from the Frendi, 
.could not fiul (rfa&vounible reception. 

" If it be answered, that the History is already in 
En^ish, it must be remembered, that there was the 
same objection against Le Courayer's undertaking, 
with this disadvantage, that the Frencli had a version 
by one of their best translators, whereas you cannot 
read three pages of the English History without dis- 
covering that the style is capable of great improve- 
ments ; but whether those improvements are t« be ez- 
- pected from the attempt, you mi:^t judge from the 
specimen, which, if you approve the proposal, I shall 
submit to your examination. 

" Suppose the merit of the versions equal, we may 
hc^ that the addition of the Notes will turn the 
baknce in our fitvour, considering the reputation of 
the Aunotator. 

" Be pleased to &vour nte with a speedy answer, 
if you are not willing to engage in Oiis sch^ne ; and 
appoint me a day to wait upon you, if you are. 
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It should seem from this letter, though subscribed 
with his own nune, that he had not yet been intro' 
duced to Mr, Cave. We shall presently see what 
was doae in consequence of -the proposal which it 
contains. 

In the course ot the summer he returned to Lich- 
field, where he had left: Mrs. Johnson, and there he at 
lost finished his tragedy, which was not executed with 
his rapidity of composition upon other occadons, but 
was wowly and painfiilly eteborated. A few days 
before his death, while burning a great mass of 
peters, he picked out from among them the original' 
unfbnned sketch of this tragedy, in his own hand- 
writiog, and gitre it to Mr. Langtco, by whose kmxtr 
a copy of it is ' now in my possesdfHi. It cmtains 
fragments of the intended plot, and speedies for the 
difierent persons of the ^^ma, partly in the raw 
materials of prose, partly worked i^ into verse ; as, 
also a yariety of nints for illuBtration, borrowed 
from the Gre^, Roman, and modern writers. The 
hand-writing is very difficult to be read, even by 
those who were best acquainted with Johnson's mode 
of penmansh^, which at all times was very parti- 
cular. The King having graciously accepted of this 
manuscript as a literary ciuiositv, Mr. Langton made 
a iair and distinct copy of it, which he ordered to be 
bound up with the original and the printed tragedy ; 
and the Foliune is deposited in the King's library. 
His Majesty was pleased to penoit Mr. Langton to 
take a copy of it for himself. 

The whole of it is ricl^ in thought and imagery, and 
happy expressions; and of the.i^M^a membra scat- 
teral throughout, and as yet unairanged, a good dra- 
matic poet might avail himself with considerable 
advantage. I shall give my readers some specimens 
of different kiads, diMinguishing them by the Italick 
character. 
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" Kor think to lot/ liert uiiU I iloji, 
HereiciUIfii thelimitt oftramgteuim, 
NorfaHher tempt the Boenging rogt ^heoven. 
When gaiU like tkii oace harioun in t^ breait, 
Thou holy beings, vihoie uiueen direction 
Guide! through the mtaeijfljfe the tlepi^man. 
Fig Uk detested maniiuni of impiety. 
And quit their charge to horriniT and In ruin." 

A small part only of this interesting admonition is 
preserred in the play, and is varied, I thinh, not to 
adrajitage: 

" Tfae ami once tinted with so fbnl a ctime. 

No more shall glow with fHrndship's halLxr'd ■rdoor t 

ThoM holy bongs, whose inperiaT care 

Guide* eniiig mortalB to the paHa of virtne, 

AAi^ited U iinpie^ like thine, 

Besign thai cha^ to basoiess and ti> tuin." 

," IJiel llie loft infection 
Flush in fiiy cheek, and wander in m^ veins- 
Teach me the Orecian btIi of s^ pertuation." 

" Sure this is love, xohick heretofore I conceived the 
dream of idle maids, and vianton poets." 

" Though no cornels or prodigies Jbretold the ruin 
^Greece, signs v)hich heaven must by another miracle 
enable tts to understand, yet might it befinvskewn, hy 
tokens no less certain, by the vices tohich always bring 



This last passage iawtiHced op in the tragedy itself, 
as follows: 



« -fjmt power that kindly spieadB 

The clouds, a ugnal of impeadizig showers, 
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To wain the waod'iing linneC to ibe ihade. 
Beheld, without a>iuem,«xin[i[lg Greece, 
And not one piodig; hiWM tnn hte. 



A tboiuaod horrid piudigin foretold it ; 
A fteble govecninent, ehided laws, 
A fectimH populaee, loxnlious nobles, 
And all the maladies of sinking Stata. 
When public nllany, too stKHig for jusdcQ 
Shewi his bold front, the hnrbiDger of min, 
Can braTC Leontius call foi oirj vonderg. 
Which cheat! ialerpiet, and «hidi fbols r^^ard ? 
Wben some negleclal labrick nodj beneath 
The wdght of years, and totters to the tempest, 
Miut hearen despatch the messengers of light, 
Or wake the dead, to worn uB of its fall ?" 

Mahomet, (to Irene.) " / have tried thee, and 
joy to find that thou deservest to be loved by Maho- 
met, — Viith a mind great as his own. Siire,^ thou art 
an errour of nature, and an exception to the rest ofthi/ 
tex, and art immortal ; for senliments like thine were 
never to sink into nothing. I thought all the thoughts 
of the Jhir had been to select the graces of the day, 
dispose the colours of the jaunting {Rowing) robe, 
tune the voice and roll the eye, place the gem, choose 
the dress, and add new roses to the Jading cheeh, but 
— sparkling." 

Thus in the tragedy : 

" Ulustriona maid, new wonders fix me ihina ; 
Thy soul computes tlw triiunphs of thy face i 
I Oun^t, fbigive, my ftur, the noblest aim. 
The itiongeat efibrt of a female soul 
Wu but to cbooK the graces of the day, 
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To tune ibe baigiit, to tcaiJi llie efa to ndl, 

DUpoK the coloon of the flowing nAc, 

Aod *dd Qev idms U die bded cheek-" 
I shall select one other paseage, on account of the 
doctrine which it illustrates. Irene observes, " that 
the Supreme Being idU accept of virtue, whatever out' 
•axtrd circuTostancet it may be accompanied With, and 
may be delighted taith varteties ^norship i but is an- 
swered; That variety cannot i^ect that Being, mho, 
infinitely happy in his ffam per^ctions, viantt no ex- 
ternal gratificationi ; nor can infinite trvih he de- 
lighted with ftdtekood s that though he may guide or 
pity those he leaves in darkness, he abandons those 
tcM shut their eyes against the beams of day" 

Jobosou's reddence at licbfield, on bis return to it 
at this timCj was only for tbr«e months; antl as he 
had as yet seen but a small part of the wonders of the 
Metropolis, be had little to tell his townsmen. He 
related to me the following minute anecdote of this 

Eiod : " In the last age, when my mother lived in 
ndon, there were two sets of people, those who gave 
the wall, and those who took it ; the peaceahle and 
the quarrelsome. When I returned to Lichfield, after 
having been in London, my mother asked me, whether 
I was one of those who gave the wall, or those who 
took it. Novi it is fixed that eveiy man keeps to the 
right; or, if one is taking the wall, fuiother yields it ; 
and it is never a dispute." • 

He now remorea to London with Mrs. Johnson ; 
but her daught^*, who had lived with them at Edial^ 
was left with her relations in the countrv. His lodg- 
ings were for some time in WoodstocK-street, near 
Hanover-square, and afterwards in Castle-street near 
Cavendish-square. As there is something pleasingly 
interestii^, iia many, in tracing so great a maa 
■ JonrnBloraTDUjtaihe|Jdnidcs,3dedit.p, 233, 
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through all his different halHtatioua, I Bh&ll, before 
this werk is concluded, present my readers with aa 
exact list of his lodgings and houses, ia order of time, 
which, in placid condescension to my respectful cu-- 
rioeity, he one evening dictated to me, but irithout 

reining how long he lived at each. In the progress 
tiis life 1 shall have occasion to mention some c^ 
them as connected with particular incidents, or with 
the writing of particular parts of his works. To 
some, this minute attention may appear trifling ; but 
when we consider the punctilious exactness with 
which the different houses in which Milton resided 
have been traced by the writers of his life, a similar 
enthusiasm may be pardoned in the biographer of 
Johnson. 

His tragedy b^ng by this time, as he thought, 
completely finished and fit for the stage, he was very 
desirous that it should be brought forward. Mr. Peter 
Garrick told me, that Johnson and he went together 
to the Fountain tavern, and read it over, and loat he 
afterwards solicited Mr. Fleetwood, the patentee of 
Drun'-lane theatre, te have it acted at nis home ; 
but Mr. Fleetwood would not accept it, probably 
because it was not patronized by some man of high 
rank ; and it was not acted till 174<), when his friend 
David Garrick was manager of that theatre. 

The Gentleman's Magazine, begun and carried 
on by Mr. Edward Cave, under the name cJ Svlva- 
Nvs Urban, had attracted the notice and esteem of 
Johnson, in an eminent degree, befoN he came to 
London, as an adventurer in literature. He told me, 
that when he first saw St. John's Gate, the place 
where that deservedly popular miscellany was origin- 
ally printed, he "beheld it with rererence. I sni>- 
pose, indeed, that every young authonr has had the 
same kind of feeling for the magazine or periodical 
publication which has first entertained him, and in 
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which he has first had an opportunity to Bee himself 
in print, without the risk of exposing his name. I 
myself recollect such impreseions fi'om " The Scots 
Maqazing," which was begun at Edinburgh in the 
year 1739, and has been eyer conducted with judge- 
nient, accurate, and' propriety. I yet cannot hel]> 
thinking of it with an affectionate regard. Johnson 
has dignified die Gentleman's Magazine, by the im- 
portancewith which he inTests the life of Cave j but 
ne has given it s^l greater lustre by the Tarious 
admirable Essays which he wi«te for it. 

Thou^ Johnson was oft«n solicited by his friends 
to make a complete list of his writings, ^id talked of 
doing it, I believe with a e^ous Intention that they 
should alt be collected on his own account, he put it 
1)5 from year to year, and at last died without having 
done it perfectly. I have one in his own hand-writing 
which contains a c»-tain number ; I indeed doubt if 
he could have r^nembered every one, of them, as they 
were so numerous, so various, and scattered in such 
a multiplicity of uDConnected publications; nay, se- 
veral of them published under the names of other 
person;, to whom he liberally contributed from the 
abundance of his mind. We must, therefore, be con- 
tent to discovM' them, partly from occasional informa- 
tion given by him to his friends, and partly from 
internal evidence.* 

His first performance in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
which for many years was his principal source for em- 
ployment and support, was a copy of XAtm verses,. in 

* While in the cooite of m; ntnadve I enuuerate hii writings, 
f tiM toy rttdKa dudl "not be IcA to vava in 
xxUintj mi augeHan, with ngaid Co theii an- 
fin that puipose, diall mad with an atleritlc (*) 
ickDowledeeo to hi* fiieadi, and with s dagger (■]-) 
iM«rtained to be hli by intennJ eridaiGe. Wh^ - 
anaMribed to biu, I diall gin tajm/nxa. 



March 1738, addressed to the editor in eo happv a 
style of com]diment, that Cave must have been de- 
stitute both of taste and sensibility, had he not lelt 
himself highly gratified. 

Ad UttBAKUM.* 

Ubbawe, nutHifettt hborVna, 

UftBAVE, luiUU vicU calmitniit, ' 

Culjronte ttrtam in eTitdU& 

Ferpttui viret et virebit ,- 

Quid moUalargm hniiaitUim, 

Quid et mWlur, to&ciiua parimf 

Vaeare tolii pergt MuiU, 

Juxta anitno itvdiUgitt fi^. 

Lingua procacit plambai tpicala, 

Fidau, mptriofrattge (Umlie ; 

, Victrix per dbtUattet catcrvat 

SedulUat oainisM tendil. 
Intendt iKrDOi,/brtii, bianliai 
Rinirm nlint niriiiu mnuZi ; 
Iniendejam rterpot^ hahcbit 
Participet oper^ CetmEoat, 
If OK nlla MuiU pagina graUffr, 
Qiuun qua leverii tudicrajuagere 
yaiiitffitigatamgue riugii ' 
n^SAiu recreare mentem. 
TtxaiU Nymphii 4erta Lycoride, 
Rota rulorem lic ciola adjuuat 
Itmniita, lic Irit rc/vlgtt 

XViereii variatafwii. (a) S. J. 

(a) A (ranilalion of thia Ode, by an unhnovn comspondiint, 
XppMHd in the Hagaiine for the month of Xxj fidlowing i 
" Hul U&«AH I inde&dgable man, 
Unvaried ycc by oil (hy luefiil toil I 



Wbom no bue odumny a 
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It i^ipears that be vas now enlisted by Mr. Care 

IS a r4;ii]ar coadjutor in his Magazine, by whidi be 



What mean the lervQe imitntinE crew, 
Wliat their vain bUiat'Ting, and iheii empty noue, 

Ne'er seek ; but atil] thy noUe ends pnnue, 
Unconquei'd by the rabble's vetul roica 

Still to the Muse thy atudimu mind afplj, 

Htfipj in tetnpa aa in indiutiy. 

The settselan auxanff of an haughty tongue. 
Unworthy thy attendati to engage, 

Unheeded pass : and though thejr niean thee wrong. 
By manly nlence disappoint thdr rage. 

Aniduaus dilrgenee confouodi its tiies, 

Beaisilea, tliough malidoua crowds oppose. 

Eiert tby powers, nor Blaclcoi in the courge, 
Thy apodesa btne (ball quadi all blse reports ; 

Eiett thy powers, Dor leu a rival'a fbiee, ' 

But tbou ahalt smile at all his vain efforts ; 

Thy laboun diall be erown'd with large success i 

The IMuie'i aid Ihj Magaace shall bless. 

No page mart gntdiil to th' harmonious Nine 
Than that wheiein thy laboun we survey ; 

Where solemn themes in fuller splendour shine, 
(DElightM minnie,) bloided with the gsy. 

Where in impioving, various jop we find, 

A webnne respite to the wearied liiiDd. 

Thui whai the nymphs in some fair Tetdant mead, 
Of vanoni flow'n a beauteous wreath oompox^ 

The Lovetf Tiolet'a axure-punted bead 
Adds lustte to the mnuon-bluahing rose- 
Thus S[da)did Iris, with her mied dye, 

Shioei in Ihe iMher, and adonu the sky. 

BRITON,' 
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probf^Iy obtained a tolerable livelihood. At what 
time, or bj ifhat means, he had acquired a. compe- 
tent knowledge both of French and Italian, I do not 
k««nr ; but he was w> well skilled in tJiem, as to be 
suffideutly qualified for a translator. That part of 
his labour which consisted in emendation and im- 
provement of the productions of other contributors, 
like that employed in levelling ground, can be per- 
ceived only by tnose who had an tmportunity of com- 
piuin^ the original with the altereif copy. What we 
oertiunly know to have been done by him in this way, 
WBM the Debates in both houses of Parliament, under 
the name of " The Senate of Lilliput," sometimes 
with feigned dentHuinations of the several speakers, 
sometimeB with denominations formed of the letters 
of their real names, in the manner of what is called 
anagram, so that they might easily be decyphered. 
Parliament then kept the press in a kind of myste- 
rious awe, which made it oeceaeaij to have recourse 
to such devices. In our time it has. acquired an un- 
restrained freedom, so that the people in all parts of , 
the kingdom have a fair, open, and exact report of 
the actual proc^dings of their representatives and 
legislatM^j which in our constitution is highly to be 
valued ; though, unquestionably, there has of late 
been too much reason ta complain of the petulance with 
which obscure scribblers have presumed to treat men 
of the most respectable character and situation. 

This import^t artide of the Gentleman's Magazine 
was, for several years, executed by Mr. William 
Guthrie, a man who deserves to be respectably re- 
corded in the literary annals of this country. He 
Vas descended of an ancient ftimily in Scotland ; but 
having a small patrimony, and being an adherent of 
the unfortunate nouse of Stuart, he could not accept 
af any o£ce in the state; he therefore came to London, 
futd employed his talents and learning as an <' Authour 
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bf profesdoik" His midngB in luBtoiy, criticiBiD, 
am politicks, had considerable merit.* He waa the 
first English historian who had recourse to that 
autkentidt source of information, the Parliamentaiy 
Journals ; and such was the power of his political 
pen, that, at an early period, Goremment thought it 
worth tlieir while to keep it quiet by a pension, 
which he enjoyed till his death. Johnson esteemed 
him enough to wish that his life should be written* 
The debates in Parliament, nliich were brought home 
and digested by Guthrie, whose memory, though 
surpassed by others who have since followed him in 
the same department, was yet very quick uid tena- 
cious, were sent by Cave to Johgsou for his reriaon; 
and, after some time, when Guthrie had attained to 
greater variety of employment, and the speeches were 
more and more enricnea by.the accession of Johnson's 
genius, it was resotred that he should do the whole 
himself, from the scanty notes furnished by persons 
employed to attend ia both houses of Parliament. 
Sometimes, however, as he himself told me, he had 
nothing more communicated to him than the names 
of the several speakers, and the part which they had 
taken in tilie debate. 

-Thus was Johnson employed during some of the 
best years of his life, as a mere literary labovovr " for 
gain, not glory," solely to obtain an honest support. 
He however indulged himself iu occasional little 
sallies, which the French so happily express by the 
termjeux (fesprit, and which wiU be noticed in their 
<a'der, in the progress of this work. 



AichibRldBeiMtjbefbre the jrear 1600. 
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But what m^t displayed hia transcendent powers, 
and " gave the world assurance of the Man," was 
hia " London, a Piwm, in Imitation of the Third 
Satire of Juvenal;" which came oUt in May this 
year, and buret forth with a, splendour, the rays of 
which will for ever encircle his name. Boileau had 
imitated the same satire with great success, applying 
it to Paris: but an attentive comparison will satisf^ 
erery reader, that he is much excelled by the English 
' Juvenal. Oldham had also imitated it, and applied 
it to London ; all which performances concur to provcj 
that great cities, in every age, and in every country, 
will furnish similar topicks of satire. Whether 
Johnaon had previously read Oldham's imitation, I 
do not linow ; but it is not a little remarkable, that 
there is scarcely any coincidence found between the 
two performances, though upon the very same subject. 
The only instances are, in describing Ixindon as the 
link of foreign worthlessnesa : 



Wbcre Fnuice does all her HIUi nni otduie poor." Olubak. 

" The common thore of ^ariB and of Borne." Johksov. 

and, 

" No caning or pn^esnon cornea nrdss, 
A tKcdy flionjuur cm be what he plesse." Oluhait. 

" All acieDces ^faiting numwar knova." Johhsom. 

The imrtJculara which Oldham has collected, both 
aa exhibiting tbe horroura of LondoD, and of tlie 
times, contrasted with better days, are different from 
thoee of Johnson, and in general well chosen and well 
exprest,* 
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There are, in Oldham's imitation, many prosaick 
verses and bad rhymes, and his poem sets out with a 
strange inadrertent blander ; 

" Tho' mueh omeem'd to Uavi mj dear old fnoul, 
I most, tunrerer, Itii dcdgn trwnmmA 
Of Sxing in the amntzj — .". 

It ia plain he was not going to leave hiajrierul ; hia 
frtena was going to leave him, A young lady at once 
corrected tfiw with good critical sagacity, to 

" Tbou^ much ctmcan'd to lott mj doi old bieitd." 

There is one passage in the original, better trans- 
fused by Oldham than by Johnson : 

" yU hotel in/eHx paaperlai darha <■ K, 
Qudm quod ridiaiiti homiaei ficU." 

which is an exquisite remark on the galling meanness 
and contempt annexed to poverty: Johnson's imita- 
tion is. 



Oldham's, though less elegant, is more just ; 
" Nothing in panrtj ao ill k botne. 



Where,orin what manner, thispoem was composed, 
I am sorry that I neglected to ascertain with pre- 



" If what I've said can't from the town affi^it, 
Conaidei other daageri of the night i 
Wbai brickbala aie trixa upper tuxiet thiown, 
And emptied cAnmierpofi cobw pouring dim* 

From gamt mitdoai." 
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ciaion, from Johnson's own authoritv- He lias marked 
upon his corrected copy of the first edition of it, 
" Written in 1738 ;" and, as it waa published in the 
month of May in tbat year, it is evident that much 
time was not emjiloyea in preparing it for the press. 
The history of its publication I am enabled to gtre in 
avery satiriactory manner; and judging frMn, myself, 
wid many of my friends, I trust that it will not be 
uninteresting to my readers. 

We may be certain, though it is not expressly 
named iu the following letters to Mr. Care, in 1738, 
diat they all relate to it : 

" TO MR. CAVE. 



"■Whbn I took the liberty (rf writing tfl you a few 
days ago, I did not expect a repetition' of the same 
pleasure so soon ; for a pleasure I shall always think 
it, to converse in any manner with an ingenious and - 
c&udid man ; but having the inclosed poem in my 
hands to dispose of for the' benefit of- the authour, (<tf 
n:hose abilities 1 shall say nothing, since I send you 
his performance,] I believed I could not procure more 
advantageous terms from any person than from you, 
who have so much distinguisned yourself by your 
generous encouragement of poetry ; and whose judge- 
ment of that art nothing but your commendation of 
my trifle* qui give me any occasion to call in question. 
I do not doubt but you irill look over this poem with 
another eye, and reward it in a different- manner, 
from a mercenary bookseller, who counts the lines he 
is to purchase, and considers nothing but the bulk. 

* Hia Ode " Ad Utboabm," pntn%. HIichols. 
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I cannot help taking notice, that^ besides what the 
authoiur may hope for on account of his abilities, be 
has likewise another claim to your regard, as be lies 
at present under very disadvaotageoua circumstances 
of fortune. I beg, therefore, that you will &vour me 
with a letter to-morrow, that I may know what you 
can afford to allow him, that be may either part with 
it to you, or £nd out, (which I do not espect,) some 
other way more to his satia&ctiOn. 

" I have only to add, that as I am sensible I hare 
transcribed it yery coarsely, which, after baring al- 
tered it, I was obliged to do, I will, if you please to 
transmit the rfieeta from the press, correct it for 
you ; and take the trouble of altering' any stroke of 
satire which you may dislike. 

" " 1 this occa^m your usual gene- 



rosity, vou will not only encourage learning, and 
relieve nistress, but (though it be in comparison of 
the other motives of rery snu^ account) oblige in a 
very sensible manner, sir, 

" Your very bmnble serrant, 

" Sam. John sou." 



" siK, " Monday, Nov. 6, CaMle-^tMet. 

" I AM to return you thanks for the present you 
were so kind as to send by me, and to intreat that 
you will be pleased to infiHw me by the penny-post, 
whether you resolre to print the poem. If you please 
to send it me by the poet, with a note to Dodsley, I 
will go and read the lines to bim, that we may hare 
lus consent tp put bis name in the title-page. Ab to 
■ihe printing, if it can be set immediate^ about, I 
will be so much the authour's friend, as not to content 
myself with mere solicitations in bis &vour. I propose. 
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if IDT ciilculatioB be near the truth, to engage for the 
reiinbursetiietit of all that you shall loee by an im- 
pression of 500; provided, as you very generously 
propose, that the profit, if any, be set aside for the 
authour's use, excepting the present you made, which, 
if he be a gainer, it is fit he should rej)ay. I beg that 
you will let one of your servants write an exact ac- 
count of the expense of such an impression, and send 
it with the poem, that I may know what I engage 
for. I am very sensible, from your g^erosity on this 
occasitm, of your regard to learning, even in its un- 
bappiest state ; and cannot but think such a temper 
deserving of the ^titude of those who suffer so often 
from a contrary SsposiUon. I am, sir, 

" Your most humble servant, - 
" Sam. Johnson." 



" aiB, [JVb date.] 

" I VAiTED on you to take the copy to Dodsley's : 
as I remember the number of lines which it contains, 
it will be no longer than Euoenio,* with the quota- 
tions, which must be subjoined at the bottom of the 
page : part of the beauty of the performance (if any 
beauty be allowed it) consisting in adapting Juvenal's 
sentiments to modem facts and persons. It will, with 
those additions, very conveniently make five sheets. 
And since the expense will be no more, I shall con- 
tentedly insure it, as T mentioned in my last. If it 
be not therefore gone to Dodsley's, I beg it may be 
sent me by the penny-post, that I may have it in 
the evening. I nave composed a Greek Epigram to 
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Etiza,* and think she ought to be celebrated in m 
many different languages as Lewis )e Grand. Pray 
send me word when you will be^ upon the poem, 
for it b a long way to walk. I wouldjeave my Epi- 
gram, but hare not day-light to transcribe it. I ani, 
sir, 

" Yours, &C. 

" Sam. Johnbon." 

" to mr. cavk, 

" SIB, [Wo dflfe.] 

" I, AM extremely obliged by your kind letter, 
and wilt not fail to attend you to-morrow with Irene, 
who looks upon you as one of her best Fnenda. 

" I was fa>^y with Mr. Dodsley, who declares 
very warmly in mTour of the paper you sent him, 
which he desires to hare a share in, it being, as he 
says, a creditable thing to be concerned in. I knew 
not vhat answer to make till I had consulted you, 
nor what to demand on the authour's part, but am 
very willing that, if you pteaae, he should have a part 
in it, as he will undoubtedly be more diligent to di- 
^rse and promote it. If you can send me word to- 
morrow what I shall say to nim, I will settle matters, 
And bring the poem with me for the press, which, as 
the town empties, we canhot be too quick with. I 
am, sir, 

" Yours, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

To us who have long known the manly force, bold 
s^rit, and masterly versification of this poem, it is 
a matter of curiosity to observe the diffidence with 
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which its authour brought it forward into puUick 
notice, while he is so cautious as not to avow it to be 
his own prnduction ; and with what humility he offers , 
to allow the printer to " alter any atroke of satjre^ 
which he might dislike." That any such alteration 
was made, we do not know. If we did, we could not 
but feel an indignant regret ; but how painful is it to 
see that a writer of such vigorous powers of mind was 
actually in such distress, that the small profit which 
80 short a poem, however excellent, could yield, was 
courted as a " relief-" 

It has been generally said, I know not with what 
truth, that Johnson oflered his " London" to several 
booksellers, none of whom would purchase it. To 
this circumstance Mr. Derrick alludes in the follow- 
ing lines of his " Fortune, a Rhapsody:" 

** Will bo kind pUion JoHirsoM own f 
ShdlJoBMsoK fiicDdleas nuige the town ? 
And em7 pobliaha kAui 
The ofi^nii^ of his hMppj Mute P" 

But we have seen that the worthy, modest, and in- 
genious Mr. Robert Dodsley had taste enough to 
perceive its unctanmon meritj and thought it credit- 
able to have a share in it. The fact is, that, at a 
future conference, he bargained for the whole pro- 
perty of it, for which he gave Johnson ten guineas ; 
who told me, " I might perhaps have accepted of 
leas ; but that Paul mitehead had a little be&re got 
ten guineas for a poem ; and I would not take less 
than Paul Whiteh^." 

I may here observe, tliat Johnson appeared to me 
to undervalue Paul Whitehead upon every occasion 
when he was mentioned, and, in my opinion, did not 
do him justice; hut when it is considered diat Paul 
Whitehead was a monber of a riotous and profane 
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dub, we may account for Johnson's bftving'a ]n%ju- 
dke against him. Paul Whitehead was, indeed, un- 
, fortunate in being not only slighted by Johnstm, but 
wolentlv attacked by ChurdiiU, who utters the fol- 
lowing imprecatiwi : 



is] 



yet I stuiH never be persuaded to think meanly of the 
authour of so briHiant and pointed a satire as "Man- 

Johnson's " London" was published in May, 1 738 ;* 
iuid it is remarkable, that it came out on the same 
morning with Pope's satire, entitled ".1738;"- so 
that England had at once its Juvenal and Horace as 
oetiod monitors. The Reverend Dr. Douglas, now 
tishop of Salisbury, to whom I aqi indebted for some ' 
obliging communications, was then a student at Ox- 
fi>rd, and remembers well Uie effect which " London" 
produced. Every body was delighted with it ; and 
there being no name to it, the first buzz of the literary 
drclea was, " here is an unknown poet, greater even 
thui Pope." And it is recorded in the Gentleman's 
Magaxine of that year, that it " got to the second 
edition in the course of a week." 

. ■.^JdmBawldiu, p. eS, tdliiu," The enat is antedaUd, 
in the poem of ' London :' but in every puticular, except tbe 
dUferance of a ycai, what is there nid of the depsrtuie of Thalea, 
miut be undetMood of Savage, and looked upon as Irue lUttory." 
Tliia eOQJectiin ia, I bdieie, entiielj groundless. I hare been 
■aaurad that Jdmion said he was not so much as acquainted »itl| 
Sevan, whcD ba wiDte his " Ixmdao." If the d^orture mim- 
tioned in it waa ib^ depaituie of Savage, the evait was not mte- 
datcdWtforiiecn; ibr "London" was publiahed in May, 1738, 
and Savage did not Kt out tor Wales till Juir, 1739. - However 
well JfduuoD could defend the credibility of tccond tight, he di4 
notpreicod thathehimfelf was pDeaeoed t€tliM SkoI^. 



One of the warmest patrons of this poem on its first 
appearance waa General Ooletuorpb, irhose " strong 
benevdence of soul" was onabated during the coarse 
of a rerr long life; thou^ it is painful to think, that 
he had but too much reason to become cold and cal- 

- Ions, and discontented with the world, ^m the' neg- 
lect which he en>erienced of his publick and private 
worth, by those in whose power it was to gratify so 
gaHant a reteraii with marks of distinction. This 

' extraordinary person was as remarkable for his learn- 
ing and taste, as for his other eminent) qualities ; and 
no man was more prompt, active, and generous, ia 
encouraging- merit. I have heard Johnson gratefully 

' acknowledge, in his presence, the kind and effectual 
sujqiort which he gave to his " L<mdon," though 

- unacquainted with its authour. 

PoPK, who then filled the poetical throne without 
a rival, it may reasonably be presumed, must have 

. been particularly struck by the sudden appearance of 
such a poet ; and, to his credit, let it be remembered, 
that his fedings and conduct on the occasion were 
candid and liberal. He requested Mr. Richardson, 
son of tlie painter, to endeavour to find out who this 
new autbour was. Mr. Richardson, after some in- 

' quiry, having informed him that he had discovered 
only that his name was Johnson, and that he was 
some obscure man. Pope s^d, " He will soon, be 
deterrf."' We shall presently see,, from a note 
written by Fopeif that he was himself afterwards more 
successful in his inquiries than bis friend. 

That in this justly-celebrated poem may be found 
a few rhymes which the critical preciuon of English 
prosody at this day would disallow, cannot be denied ; 

* Sa Jothna Rcyfioldi, &oin tha ii 

t ISee p. 106. Mai.okx>] 
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but with this snail impofectitKi, which in the general 
blaze (^ its excellence is not jterceived, till the mind 
has subsided into cool attention, it ia, undoubtedly, 
one of the noblest productions in our language, bothi- 
For sentiment and expression. The nation was then 
in that fennent against the Court and the Ministiy, 
which some years after ended in the downfall of Sir 
Robert Walpole ; and as it has been said, that Tories 
are Whigs when out of place, and Whigs Twies when 
in place ; so, as a Whig Administration ruled with 
what force it could, a Tory Opposition had all the 
animation and all the eloquence of resistance to power, 
aided by the common topicka of patriotism, liberty. 



and independence ! Accordingly we find in johoson's 
" London" the most spirited myectiTes against ty* 
ranny and oppression, the warmest predilection for 
his own country, and the purest love of iTrtue ; inter- 
spersed with traits of his own particular character 
and situation, not omitting his prejudices as a " true- 
born Englishman," not only against foreign countries, ' 
but against Ireland and Scotland. On some of theso 
topic^ I shall quote a few p 



" Hbs heaveri resetr'd, in pity to the poor. 
No pathless waste, or undiscoTei'd shore? 
No lecret island in the boundless nuun? 
No peaceful desert jet undum'd by Spun ? 
Quiek let us rise, the happy seats explore, 
And bear Oppressitn's instdeiice no more." 

" How, when oompelitoH 1^ tboa camtoid, 
Can itirlg Virtue hope to find a frieod f" 



■an'Googlc. 
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We may easily conceive with what feeling a great 
mind like his, cramped and galled by narrow circum- 
stances, ottered this last Ime, which, he marked, by 
' capitals. The whole of the poem is eminently excel- 
lent, and there are in it such proofs of a knowledge 
of the world, and of a mature acquiuntance with li^, 
as cannot be contemplated without wonder, when we 
consider that he was then only in hie twenty-nindi 
year, and had yet been so little in the " busy haunts 
of men." 

Yet, while we admire the poetical excellence of 
tiiis poem, candour obliges us to allow, that the flame 
of patriotism and zeal for popular resistance with 
which it is fraught, had no just cause. There was, 
in truth, no " oryression ;" the "nation" was not 
" cheated." Sir Robert Walpole was a wise and a 
benevolent minister, who thought that the huipiness 
and prosperity of a commercial -country 'like ours 
would be best promoted by peace, which he accordingly 
maintained with credit, during a very long periocf. 
Johnson himself afterwards honestly acknowledged 
themerit of Walpole, whomhe called "ft fixed star;" 
while he characterised his opponent, Pitt, as " a me- 
teor." But Johnson's juvenile poem was naturally 
impregnated with the fire of opposition, and upon 
ev^ account was umversally admired. 

Though thus elevated into fame, and conscious of 
imcommoa powers, he had not that bustling con- 
fid^ice, or, I may rather say, that animated ambition, 
which one might have supposed would have urged 
bim to endeavour at rising in life. But such was uis 
inflexible dignity of character, that he could not stoop 
to court the great ; without which, hardly any man 
has made his way to a high station. -He could not 
expect toproduce many such works as his " London," 
and he felt the haTdsHtps of writing for bread ; he was, 
tlierefore, willing to' resume tfie office rf a schooU 
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master^ so as to have a sure, though moderate income 
for his life ; and an offer being made to him of the 
mastership of a school,* proTided he couid obtain the 

■ In B biHet vritteQ by Mr. Pope in &e flillowuig }ftai, this 
■chool ii uid to have beeo in Shropihire ; but u it ^ipean Aram 
B letter trom Eail Gowei, that the tnutees of it vete " some 
worthy gentlemen in Jdinson's nd^bouibood," I ia< iny fint 
editian Bugoesled that PcQH mult have, by mulake, vrittea 
ShropsMce, uutead of SlaSbrdahue. But I nave ance been ab< 
ligea (o Mi. Spearing, atlomey-at-law, foi the followitig iofbrma' 
tion: — " Wimam Adanu, fonnerljr dtizcaand habodaahei of 
London, founded a Bchool at Newport, in the couD^ of Salop, bjr 
deed dated STlh November, 1656, by which he granted ' the 
yearly aum of «i(j( poundt to such able and learned schoolmaster, 
from dme to time, Lieing of godly life and conveT6ati<m, who should 
have been educaCoi at oae of the Umveiatieg of iOxfotd or Cam- 
bridge, and had taken the d^ree of Mailer of Artt, and waa sbH 
lead m the Greek and Latin tonguea, at should be nominated from 
lime to time by the said William Adima, during his life ; and after 
fte decease of the said William Adam|l^ the goverooura (namely, 
fhe Master and WaTdtns of the Habemadien' Company of the 
dty of London) and tbdr nuxesiois.* The manoui and tanda 
out of which the revalues for the mainloianGe of the school wen 
te issueaie situale of Knighton and Adbaiioa, tn tlie county of 
Stajbrd," From the fbrt^oing account of this foundation, par- 
ticularly the dreumttances of 3ie salary being sixty pounds, and 
(he degite of Master of Arts being a requisile quali&satiDD in Iha 
teacher, it seemed probable that tms was the school in contempI». 
tkm ; and that Lom Oqwer erroneously supposed that the gentle- 
men who possessed the lands, out of wtiich the revenues issued, 
mie tnutees of the charity. 

Sudi was probable conjecture. But in " the Oentlenum's &fa- 
8aDne"fbr H^, IT99,tliereiBa]etteTfaimMr.Hetm,iHieaf die 
MiaMei«of the school i^ Appleby, in Leicestershire, in wMch be 
writes w fbllows : 

" I compared time and drcomslance blether, in rader to dis- 
cover whether the scbool in qnestion might not be this of Appleby, 
gome of die trustees at that period were' worthy genltOMn of the 
noghbDurbood of lichEeM.* Appleby itself is not far irom the 
Bc^bourhood of Lichfield : the salary, the degree reqiusite, to- 
gether with the time of electitm, all agredng with the statutes of 
Apideby. The election, as said in ihe letter, ' oould not be delayed 

toager than the 11th of next manth,' *hidi was die lltk of 
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degree of Master of Arte, Dr. Adams was applied to, 
by a common friend, to know whether that could be 
granted him as a favour from the Unireraity of 
Oxford. But though he had made such a figure in 
the Uterary world, it waa then thought too great a 
&FOur to be asked. 

Pope, without any knowledge of him but from his 
" liondon," recommeuded him to Earl Gower, wha 
endeaTOured to procure for him a deglree from DuUin, 
by the following letter to a friend of Dean Swift : 



" Mr.SAHUELJoHNBON^authoor of London, a 
satire, and some other poeticid pieces) is a native of 
this country, and much respected by some worthy 
gentlemen in his neighbourhood, who are trustees of 
a charity-?chool now vacant; the certain salary is 
sisty pounds a year, of which they are desirous to 
make him master; but, unfortunately, he is not 
capable of receiving their bounty, ^t'hicn mould make 
him happiffitr life, by not being a Master of ArUi 
which, by tie statutes of this school, the master of it 
must be. 

" Now these gentlemen do me the honour to think 
that { have interest enough in you, to prevail upon 

September, juM three months after the butiubI audit-day of Apple- 
by nhoDl, wiiich u alwayi on the 1 1 tb of June ; and the sisCDtea 
eojom, nt ulliut jinecejiionim elcclio MtUiut fritui mnuiiui 

"■ These 1 (honoht la be comindng yas& that my omjecture 
wu not m-faunde^ and that, in a TutiiTe edition of that book, the 
mi^t be recorded at 



I omnot omit returning thanla to this leaned gentleman tat die 
\erj handsome manner in which he has in Ihatl^ter beea Hi{y>od 
M to ne^ of this work. 
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you to write to) Dean Swift, to persuade the Universily 
of Dublin to send a diploma to me, constitutingthis 
poor man Master of Arts in their University. They 
highly extol the man's learning and probity ; and wilt 
not be persuaded, that the University will make any 
difficulty of conferring such a favour vwon a stranger, 
if he is recommended by the Dean. They say, he is 
not afraid of the strictest examination, though he is 
of so long a journey ; and will venture it, if the De^ 
thinks it necessary: choosing rather to die upon the 
road, tkan be starved to death in translating for 
booiiellersj which has been his only subsistence for 
some time past. 

" I feiu- there is more difficulty in this affair, than 
those good-natured gentlemen apprehend ; eEmedally 
as their election cannot be delayed longer than the 
11th of next month. If you see this matter in the 
same light that it appears to me, I hope you will bum 
this, and pardon me for giving you so much trouble 
about an impracticable thing j but, if you thjnk: there 
is a probability of obtiuning the favour asked, I am 
sure your humanity, and propensity to relieve merit 
in' distress, will incline you to serve the poor man, 
without my adding any more to the trouble I have 
already given you, than assuring you that I am, with 
great truth, sir, 

" Your ^thfiil servant, 

" GowEB." 

" Tioitbui], Aug. 1, iTSa 

It was, perhaps, no small disappointment to John- 
son that this respectable application had not the de- 
»red effect : yet how much reason has there been, 
both for himself and his country, to rejoice that it 
did not succeed, as he might probably have wasted in 
obscurity those hours in which he afterwards pro- 
duced hie inspmparable worics. 
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About this time he made one other effort to eman- 
cipate himaelf from the drudgery of authourehip. He 
applied to Dr. Adams, to consult Dr. SmaJbroke of 
the Commons, whether a person might be permitted 
to practise as an advocate there, without a doctor's 
degree in Civil Law. " I am (said he) a total 
stranger to these studies ; hut whatever is a profes- 
sion, and nmintains numbers, must be within the 
reach of common abilities, and some degree of in- 
dustry." Dr. Adams was much pleased with John- 
son's design to employ his talents in that manner, - 
being confident he would have attained to great emi- 
nence. And, indeed, I cannot conceive a man better 
qualified to make a distinguished ggufc as a lawyer ; 
tor, he would have brought to his profession a rich 
store of various knowledge, an uncommon acnteness, 
and a command of language, in which few could hare 
equalled, and none have surpassed him. He who 
could display eloquence and wit in defence of the de- 
cision of thej House of Commons upon Mr. Wilkes's 
election for Middlesex, and of the unconstitutional 
taxation of our fellow-subjectain America, must have 
been a powerfiil advocate in any cause. But here, 
also, the want of a degree was an insurmountable bar. 
He was therefore under the necessity of persevering 
in that course, into which he had been forced ; and 
we find, that his propo^ffrom Greenwich to Mr. 
Cave, for a translation of Father Paul Sarpi's History, 
was accepted." 

• In the Weekly Miscdlony, Oetobet 31, 1738, there sppewed 
the fallowing adveridaement : " Just published, prmosua fin 

ftititiDg the Bistoiy of ibe Coundl of Trait, tnoBlited from the 
Uilian of Father Paul Sarpi ; irith the Aulhoui'a Lile, and Notes 
dieokigiml, hignuical, and critical, from the French e^tjiro of Dr. 
Le Counutr. To which are added, ObserratioDa no the HiMoty, 
and Noia ^d Dlugliatiima from varioua Autboars, both printed 
and manueoDpl. By S. Johnson. I. The vork wiH conrirt of 
VOL. fe ^ K , 
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Some sheets of this translation were printed off, 
hut the design was dropt; for it happened, oddljr 
euough, that another person of the name of Samuel 
Johnson, Librarian of St. Martin's in the Fields, and 
Purate of that parish, engaged in the same under- 
taking and was patronised by the Clergy, particularly 
bvDr.Pearce, afterwards Bishop of Rochester. Sevend 
light skirmishes passed between the rival translators, 
in the newspapers of the day ; and the consequence 
was that]they ^stroyed each other, for neither of them 
went on with the work. It is much to be regretted, 
that the able performance of that celebrated genius 
F»A Paolo, lost the advantage of beins incorporated 
into British li^prature hy the masterly hand «rf John- 

I liave in my possession, by the favour of Mr. John 
Nichols, a paper in Johnson's hand-writing, entitled 
" Account between Mr, Edward Cave and Sam. 
Johnson, in relation to a version of Father Paul, &c 
begun August the 8d, 1738 ;" by which it appears, ' 
that from that day to the 91st of April, 1739. John- 
son received for tbts wort 49l. 7s- in sums of one, two, 
three, and stanetimes four guineas at a time, most fre- 
quently two. And it is curious to observe the minute 
ondscrupulous accuracy with which Johnson had pasted 

two hundred aheeli, and bp two volumes in quarto, printed va good 
paper tnd letter., 3. He price will be ISs. each voluioe, to be 
paid, half a ginned at the delivery of the first volume, and the retit 
at the ddiverj of 4e lecond volume in dieeti. 3. Two-pence to 
be abated foi every sheet leaa than two hundred. It may be had 
00 a large paper, in three volumes, at the price of three guineas ; 
one to be paid at the time of aabicribiitg, another at the d^rery of 
the first, and the rest at the delivery of the other volumea. The 
nark is now in the presa, and ,viU be diligently prosecuted, Sub- 
■ciiptioiiBaTe takaninl^Mr. Dodilev in Fall-Mall, Mr. Hiving. 
ton ID Sl Paul'i Cbulch-yard, by E. Cave at St J<^'a Gats, 
and Aa Truulatoi, at No. 6, in Castle^tnet, by Cavendiab- 
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upon it a slip trf paper, wliich he has entitled " Small 
account," Mid which contains one article, " Sept. 
9th, Mr. Cave laid down 28. 6d." There is subjoined 
to this account, a list of some subscribers to the work, 
partly in Johnson's hand-writing, partlj' in that of 
another person ; and there follows a leaf or two on 
. which are written a number of characters which have 
the appearance of a short hand, which, perhaps, 
Johnson was then trying to leam. 



" SIB, Wcdnesdsr. 

" I DID not pare to detain your safvant while I 
wrote an answer to your letter, in whffin you seem to 
insinuate that I had promised moreuian I am ready 
to perform. If I hare raised your expectations by 
any thing that may have escaped my memory, I am 
sorry ; and if you remind me of it, shaU thank you 
for the &Tour. If I made fewer alterations tnan 
usual in the Debates, it was only because there ap- 
peared, and still appears to be, less need of alteration. 
The Torsea to Lady Firebrace* may be had when you 
please, for you know that such a subject neither de- 
serves mucn thought, nor requires it. 

" The Chinese Storiest may be had folded down 
when you please to send, in which I do not recollect 
that you desired any alterations to be made. 

" An iwswer to another query I am very willing 
to write, and had consulted wiUi you about it last 
night, if there had been time ; for I think it the most 

* They aftenraidi appemd in Ihe Oentlmun'a Magudne with 
diii title : — " Veises to Ladjr Finbmce, at Bury AsBiies." 

"t" Du Halde's EtescciptiDaitfChiaawuithenpublighiiigby Mc. 
Care in weekly numbBs, whence Jirfiiuwi vm to select peces im 
the anbffliiJmient of the Magazine. NicDoi^ 



100 TUB LIFE OF [173S. 

proper wsy of inridng such a correEqxmdence as may 
be iui advantage to the pt^ier, not a load upon it. 

" As to the Prize Versea, a backwardnesB to deter- 
mine their degrees of merit is not peculiar to me. 
You tna,y, if you please, still have what I can eay ; 
but I shall engage with little spirit in an affair, which 
I shall hardly end to my own satisfectiiH), and cer- 
tainly not to the satis&ctKHi tH the parties concerned.* 

" As to Father Paul, I hare not yet been just to 
my proposal, but have met with impediments, which, 
I hope, are now at an end ; and if you fi^d the pro- 
gress hereafter not such as you hare a right to expect^ 
you can easily simulate a negligent trsoBlator. 

" If any or all of these hare contributed to you 
discontent, I will endeavour to remove it ; and desire 
you to propose the question to whicfr you wish for an 

" I am, Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson- 



" TO MR. CAVE. 

"IxMpretty much ofyour opinion, that the Com- 
mentary cannot be prosecuted with any appearance 
of success ; for as the names of the authours con- 
cerned are of more weight in the performance than its 
own intrinsic merit, the publick will be soon satisfied 
with it. And I think the Examen should be pushed 
forward with the utmost expedition. Thus, ' This 
day, && An Examen of Mr. Pope's Essay, &c. con- 
tuning a succinct Account of the Philosophy of Mr. 
X<eibnitE on the System of the Fatalists, with a Con- 
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futation of their Opinions, and an Illustration of the 
Doctrine of Free-will;* Qwith what eUe you think 
proper.] 

" It will, above all, be netxagarr to take notice 
that it ia a thing distinct from the Commentaiy. 

" I was so fer from imagining they stood Btill,* that 
I conceived them to have a good deal beforehand, and 
therefore was less anxious in providing them more. 
But if ever they stand still on my account, it must 
doubtless be charged to me ; and whatever else shall 
be reasonable, I shall not oppose ; but beg a suspense 
of judgement till morning, when I must entreat you 
to send me a dozen proposals, and you shall then hare 
copy to spare. 

" I am, sir, 

" Yours, impramus, 

"Sam, Johnson." 

" Pray muster up tbe Proposals if you can, or let 
the boy recall them from the booksellers." 

But although he corresponded with Mr. Care con- 
cerning a translation of Crousaz's Examen of Pope's 
Essay on Man, and gave advice as one ansious for its 
success, I was long ago convinced by a perusal of the 
Preface, that this translation was erroneously ascribed 
, to him ; and I have found this point ascertained, be- 
yond all doubt, by the following article in Dr. Birch's 
Manuscripts in tbe British Museum : 

" Eliss Carters, S. P. D. Thomas Birch. 

*' VtTsionemtvam Examinis Crousaziani jam perkgi. 
Summam^lt/li et tltgtmtiam, tt in re d^dliimd pnt- 
pnelatem, admiratut. 

" Daiam Novemi. %T> 1738." t 

* The composton in Mr. Cave's priotilig-office, who appear b; 
^lis letter to !isi« tlien wuted for cop;. ' NrcaoL). 

, t Binll MSS. BiiL Mas. 4323. 
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Indeed Mm. Carter has lately acknowledgied to 
Mr. Serard, tiutt she was the translator of the 
" Examen." 

It is remiu-kable, that Johnson's last quoted letter 
to Mr. Cave concludes with a &ir i^njesaion that he 
had not a dinner ; and it is no leaa remarkable that 
though in this state of want himself, his beoevolent 
heart was not insNisible to the necessities of an hum- 
Me labourer in literature, as appears from the very 
next letter: 

^- " TO MR. CAVE. 

"n£u BIB, [No date.] 



"You may remember I bare formerly talked with 
Tou about a Militanj' Dictionary. The eldest Mr. 
Macbean, who was with Mr. Chambers, has rery good 



materials for such a work, which I have seen, and will 
do it at a very low rate, (a) I think the terms of War 
and Navigation might be comprised, with good expla- 
nations, in one 8ro. pica, whidi he is willing to do for 
twelve shillings a sheet, to be made up a guinea at 
the second impression. If you think on it, I will wait 
on you with hun. 

" I am, sir, 

•* Your humble servant, 

" Sah. Johnson." 

" Pray lend meTopsel on Animals." 

I must not omit to mention,that diis Mr. Macbean 
was a native of Scotland. 

In the Gentleman's Magazine of this year, Johnson 
gave a Life of Father Paul ; • and he wrote tie Pre- 
race to the Volume,+ which, though prefixed to it 
when bound, is always puUislied with the Appendix, 

(a> TlUi book was publiabed. 
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and is therefore the last coDiposition belonKiug to it. - 
The ability and nice adaptation with whic£ he could 
draw up a prefktoty address, was one of hia peculiar 
excellencies. 

It appears too, that he paid a friendly attention to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Carter; for in a letter from Mr. Care 
to Dr. Birch, November 28, this year, I find " Mr. 
Johnson advises Miss C. to undertake a translatioD of 
Boetkiut dc Cons, because there !s prose and yerae, 
and to put her name to it when published." This ad' 
rice was not followed ; probably from an apprehension 
that the work was not sufficiently popular for an ex- 
tensive sale. How weU Johnson himself could have 
executed a translation of this philosophical poet, we 
may judge from the following specimen which he baa 
given in the RiunUer : {Motlo tu Nu.^.) 

" O qulperpettid mundum rathme guberaai, 

Terranm callque tator ! 

Di^ee terrene nebulnj et pondera motit, 
Aiqaetmnphndorcmica! Tu namgtie lercHum, 
Tu rtqitiet traHg^dl^apiU. TeeeTvereJMt, 
Frhiclplum, veciOTf dor, KmUo, terminus idem." 

" O iHOir irikM power oV moving worlds presides, 
Whose voice created, and whose wisdom gnides, 
On ■i"ifH"g num in pure effiilgence shine. 
And dieer (he clouded mind with li^t divine. 
Tis thine .alone to cslm (he tHous breast 
With aleDt coni^aiceaDd hoi; reats 
From thee, gnat God I we spring, (o thee we tend, 
Fuh, motive, guide, otigjnsl, and end !" 

In 1739i beside the assistance which be gave to 
the Parliamentary Debates, his writings in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine were, "The Life of Boerhaave,''" 
in which it is to be observed, that he discovers that 
love of chymistry which never forsook him ; " An 
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Appeal to the Publick in behalf of the Editor ;"t 
"An AddresB to the Reader ;"+ "An Epigram both 
in Greek and Latin to Eliza,"* and also English 
verses to her;* and, " A' Greek Epigram to Dr. 
Birch."* 'It hap been erroneously supposed, that an 
Essay publi^ed in that Magazine this year, entitled 
" The Ajwtheoais of Mitton," was written by John- 
son; and on that supposition it has been improperly 
inserted in the edition of his works by the Boolcsellers, 
after his decease. Were there no positive testimony 
as to this point, the style of the performance, and the 
name of Shakspeare not being mentioned in an Essay 
professedly reviewing the principal English poets, 
would ascertain it not to be the production of John- 
son. But there is here no occasion to resort to in- ■ 
ternal evidence; for my Lord Bishop of Salisbury 
(Dr. Douglas) lias assured me, that it was written 
by Guthrie. His separate publications were, "" A 
complete Vindication ot the Licensers of the Stage, 
from the malicious and scandalous Aspersions of Mr. 
Brooke, Authour of Gustavus Vasa,"* being an 
ironical Attack upon them for their Suppression of ' 
that Tragedy; and, " Marmor Norfolciense ; or an 
Essay on an ancient prophetical Inscription, in monk- 
ish Ehyme, lately discovered near Lynne in Jiforfolk, 
by Probub Britannicub,"" In this performance, 
he, in a feigned inscnption, suppose^ to have been 
found in Norfolk, the county of Sir Eobert Walpole, 
then the obnoxions prime minister of this ceuntry, 
inveighs against the Brunswick succession, and the. 
measures of government consequent upon it(o). To 
this supposed prophecy he added a Commentary, 
making each expression apply to the times, with 
warm Anti -Hanoverian zeal. 
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This anoiijntious pamphlet, I believe, did not make 
so much noise as was expected, and, therefore, had 
not a very estesaive circulation. Sir Joha Hawkins 
relates, that " warrants were issued, and meBsengers 
employed to apprehend the authour ; who, though he 
had forborne to subscribe his name to the, pamphlet, 
the vigilance of those in pursuit of him had disco- 
vered ;" and we are islbnned, that he lay concealed 
in Lambeth-marsh tiU the scent after him grew cold. 
This, however, is altogether without foundation ; for 
Mr, Steele, one of the Sfecretaries of the Treasury, 
.who, ami^t a variety of important business, politely- 
obliged me with his attention to my inquiry, informed 
me, that " he directed every possible search to be 
made in the records of the Tr^sury and Secretary of 
State's OfKce, but could find no trace whatever of any 
wurant having been issued to apprehend the authour. 
of this pamphlet." 

" Marmor Norfolciense" became exceedingly scarce, 
so that I for many years endeavoured in vain to pro- 
cure B copy of it. At last I was indebted to' the ma- 
lice of one of Johnson's numerous petty adversaries,- 
who, in 1775, published a new edition of it " with 
Notes and a Dedication to Samuel Johnson, LL. D. 
by Tribunes ;" in which some puny scribbler invi- 
diously attempted to found upon it a charge of incon- 
sistency against its authour, because he had accepted 
of a pension from his present Majesty, and had written 
in support of the measures of government. As a 
mortification to such impotent malice, of which there 
are so many instances towards men of eminence, 1 am 
happy to relate, -that this telum imbelie did not reach 
its exalted object, till about a year aftei; it thus ap- 

rred, when I mentioned it to him, supposing that- 
knew of the re-publication. To my surprise, he 
had not yet heard of it. He requested me to go di- 
rectly and get it for him, which 1 did. He looked at 
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it and laughed, and seemed to be mucli dirert«d with 
the feeble effbrta of bis unlmown advereaiy, who, I 
hope, is alive to read this account. " Now (said he) 
here is somebody' who thinks he has vexed me sadly ; 
yet, if it had not been for you, you rogue, I shoidd 
probiAIy nerer have seen it." 

As Mr. Pope's note concerning Johnson, alluded to 
in a former page, refers both to his " London," and 
hia " Marmor Norfokiense," I have deferred insert- 
ing it till now. I am indebted for it to Dr. Percy, 
the Bishop of Dromore, who permitted me to copy 
it from the original in his poaseasion. It waa p!&- 
aented to bia Lordship by Sir Joshua Reynolds, to 
whom it was given by the son of Mr. Richardson the 
painter, the person to whom it is addressed. 1 have 
tranacribed it with minute exactness, that the peculiar 
mode of writing, and imperfect spelling of that cele- 
brated poet, maybe exhibited to tne curious in litera- 
ture. It justifies Swift's epithet of " paper-sparing 
Pope," for it is written on a slip no larger than a 
common meaaage-card, and waa sent to Mr. fiichard- 
aon, along with the imitation of Juvenal. 

" This is imitated by one Johnson who put in for a 
" publick-scbool in Shropshire,* but was disappointed. 
'" He has an infirmity of the convulsive kind, that at- 
" tacks him sometimes, so as to make Him a sad Spec.. 
" tacle. Mr. P. from the Merit of This Work which 
" was all the knowledge he had of Him endeavour'd to 
" serve Him without his own application ; & wrote to 
" my Lfi. gore, but he did not succeed, Mr. Johnson 
" published aftenr'", another Poem in I.atin with 
*' Notes the whole very Humerous call'd the Norfolk 
" Prophecy. 

<■ P." 

* S«e note, p, 04, 
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JohnsoB had been told of this uiite '; anil Sir Joshua 
Beynolds informed him of the compliment which it 
contained, but, from delicac}', avoiued shewing him 
the paper itself. When Sir Joshua observed to 
Johnson that he seemed very desirous to see Pope's 
note, he anawered, " Who wonld not be proud to 
have such a man as Pope so solicitous in inquiring 
about him ?" 

The infirmity to which Mr. Pope alludes, appeared 
to me also, as I have elsewhere* oltserred, to be of the 
coavulsive hind, and of the nature of that distemper 
called St. Vitus's dance ; and in this opinion I am con- 
firmed by the description which Sydenham ^res of ' 
that disease. " This disorder ie a kind of convulsion. 
It manifests itself by halting or unsteadiness of one ot 
the legs, which the patient draws after him like an 
ideot. If the hand of the same side be applied to the 
breast, or imy. other part of the body, he cannot keep 
it a moment in the same posture, but it will be drawn 
into a different one by a convulsion, notwithstanding 
all his efforts to the contrary." Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
however, was of a different opinion, and fevoured me 
with the following paper. 

" Those motions or tricks of Dr. Johnson are im- 
properly called convulsions. He could sit motionless, 
when 1^ was told so to do, as well as any other man. 
My opinion is, that it proceeded from a habit which he 
had indulged l(imself in, of accompanying his thoughts 
with certain untoward actions, and those actions always 
appeared to me as if they were meant to reprobate some 
part of his past conduct. Whenever he was not en- 
gaged in c()nver3ation, such thoughts were sure to rush 
into his mind ; and, for this reason, any company, any 
.employment whatever, he preferred to bemg alone. 
The ^«at iKuiness of his life (he said) was to escape 

■ Joumal of * Tour is the Hcbrid«a, 3d edic p. S. 
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from himself; this disposition he considered as the 
disease of hia mind, wliich oothing cured hut company. 

" One instance cif his absence of mind and particu- 
larity, as it is characteristick of the man, may be 
worth relating. When he and I took a journey to- 
gether into the West, we visited the late Mr. Banks, 
of Dorsetshire ; the conversation turning upon pic- 
tures, wliich Johnson could not well see, he retired 
to a comer of the room, stretching out his right leg 
as far as he could reach before him, then bringing up 
his left leg, and stretching his right ptill furflier od. 
The old gentleman observing him, went, up to him, 
and in a very courteous manner assured Kim, though 
it was not a new house, the flooring was perfectly 
safe. The Doctor started from his reverie, like a 
person waked out of his sleep, but spoke not a word." 

While we arc on this subject, my readers may not 
be displeased with another anecdote, communicated 
to me by the same friend, from the relation of Mr. 
Hogarth. 

Johusou used to be a pretty Sequent visitw at the 
house of Mr. Richardson, autfaour of Clarissa, and 
other novels of extensive reputation. Mr. Hogarth 
came one day to see Richardson, soon after the execu- 
tion of Dr. Cameron, for having taken arms for the 
house of Stuart in 174.5-6; and being a warm par- 
tisan of George the Second, he observed to Richard- 
son, that certainly there must have been some very 
unfavourable circumstances lately discovered in this 
particular case, which had induced the King to ap- 
prove of an execution for rebellion so long after the 
time when it was committed, as this had the 
pearance of putting a man to death in cold 

* ImpoituJ poHerit; maj, polk^H, be u little icdised as I>ri 
Johnson was. to jiisdiy the unoHiinKin ligout exeniiedin Uw CMB 
of Dr. Aichib^ Cameron. He «u an anritble and tnilj honest 
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and was yery unlike his Majesty's usual clemency- 
While he was talking, he perceived a person standing 
at a window in the room, shaking his head, and roll- 
ing himself about in a strange ridiculous manner. 
He concluded that he waa an ideot, whom liia re-' 
lations had put under the care of Mr. Richardson, as a 
rery good man. To his great surprise, howerer, this 
figure stalked forwards to where he and Mr. Richard' 
son were sitting, and ^1 at once took up the ailment, 
and hurst out into an invective s^nst Gecn^ the 
Second, as one, who, upon all occasums, was iinrelent- 
ing and barharous ; mentioning many instances, par- 
ticularly, that when an officer (^ high rank had been 
acquitted by a Court Martial, George the Second had 
with his own hand struck his name off the list. In. 
short, he displayed such a power of eloquence, that 
Hogarth looked at him with astonishment, and ac- 
tually imagined that this ideot had heen at the mo- 
ment inspired. Neither Hogarth nor Johnson were 
made known to each other at this interview. 

In 1740 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine 
the " Preiace,"+ " The Life of Admiral Blake,"' 
and the first parts of those of " Sir Francis Drake,"* 
and " Philip Barretier,"* (a) both which he finished 

man ; and his offence was owing to « generous, (hou^ mistaken 
.uiDciple of dutf. Being oliligol, aAei I7IS1 w give up hispto- 
fessian B3 a physician, and to go into foreigD parts, he was honoLired 
with the Fank of Coliniel, boOi in tbc French and Spanish service. 
He WBB a son of the aiicient and respectable femily of Cameron, of 
Lochiel; and his brolheii who wa« the Chief of that brave dan, 
distinguished bimself hy modeiation and humanity, while the 
Highland army marched ricurious through Scotland. It is le- 
markable of this Chiaf, that though he had eanieally remonstift'.ed 
against the atteropl as hopeless, he was of loo heioick a spirit not 
to Tennue his life and fortune in the cause, when penonaUj' askel 
by him whom he Ihou^tluB f rince. 

(a) [To which in VJii he made very large additions, whidi 
have nerer yet berai inawporattd in any editioc of Banetier's life. 
— A. Chalhess.] 

VOL. I. , L 



110 THE LIFE OF Q1740- 

the following year. He also wrote en " Essay on 
Epitapfas," * and sd " Epitaph on Pbillipe, a Mu- 
sician,"* which was afterwaras published with some 
other pieces of his, in Mrs. Williams's Miscellanies. 
This Epita[di is so exquisitely beautiiid, that 1 re- 
member even Lord Kaines, strangely prejudiced as he 
was against Dr. Johnson, was conipellea to allow it 
very high praise. It baa been ascribed to Mr. Gar- 
rick, from its i^pearing at first with the ugnature G ; 
but I have beard Mr. Garrick declare, that it was 
written by Dr. Johnson, and ^ve the. following ao 
cot)nt of the manner in which it was ctonposed. John- 
son and he were sitting together; when, amongst 
o4her things, Garrick repeated an Epitaph upon this 
Phillips by a Dr. Wilkes, in titeee wixrda : 

" Exalted miul t wfaonhannoop eouM pleaw 
Th« lofe-'Uck vix^pn, and the gout; eaie ; 
Could jarring diacoTd, like Amphion, move 
To beauteous nder^and hanDomouaJove ; 
Rett hete ui peace,,till angeli bid tliee ii«, 
And meet thy blessed Sarioui in tlie akiei," 

Johnson shook his head at these common-^ace fu- 
nereal lines, and said to Garriclt, " I think, Davy, I 
can make a better." Then stirring about hia tea for 
a little while, in a state of meditation, he almost ex- 
tempore produced tie following verses ; 

" philHps, whose tnidi hatmcoiDus could lenuve 
The pangB of guiltjr powei di hapleat Ic^; 
Rot heie, diitt«ii*d bjr povettf no man, 
Here Sid that cabn thou gav'ct Moft befine ; 
Sleep, undiBtnib'd, inthiii thb peaceM shrine, 
miBiigeliirokeliiee with > note like ihine {"(a) 

' (a> [Tbe'e^b^h of Phillips it in the porch of Wolreihamploii 
duudL ThepiMcpartofUitciirioaf: 
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At tbe same time that Mr. Garrick loured me 
with this uiecdote, he repeated a very pointed Epi- 
gram by Johnaon, oa George the Second and' CoUey 
Cibber, which has never yet a^Kared, and of which I 
know not the exact date. Dr. Johnstoi afterwards 
gare it'to me himself; 

** Angiutaii Mill niEviTci in Man^ nnun, 
And Spauer'i^TeraejpraloDgi Elin'a idgn ; 
Gi«at Gcorge'i actt.lst tnneAil Qbber nng ; 
Fm Natun fbnn'd tbe Po«t foi tlie King." 

In 1711 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine 
" the Pr^Ke,"t " Conclusion of hia lives of Drake 

" Nm tlua [dace lies 

CrAIXCS ClAITDIDS PBII.I.TPB, 

Wbcne olwduts eonlampt of ridui 

and inimitable ■ptifacmaaces upon the violin, 

made him the admiialion of all that knew him. 

He was bom in Walo, 

made the. toui of Europe, 

and, «ftet the aqterience of bodi kinda of fbnnite, 

Died in 173&" 

Mc. Ouiick R{nMii not to have ledted Iheveneg contctlj, tbe 

oiigiDal bong as tbllaws. One of (he laiious readings ia reniark- 

able, as it is the genn of Jrtuuon's ooncluding line : 

" Exalted tool, thy varloui ioutuU could please 
The laTe.sck vii^, and the gouty ease ; 
Could jarring; ctovdi, like Did Amphion. move 
To beantiotu oidei and haimonioua lore ; 
Reac here in peace, till Aogdi bid thee n«e, 
And meet thy Siviora'B eoruort in the skies." 
Dr. Wilkei, Iheaulhourof these lines, wai^ Fellow of Trinity 
Gdlwe, in Oxfbtd, and rector of Pildifotil, in Shropshire : he col- 
lected niaterials Gn a history of that county, and is spoken of by 
Brown WiUia, in hia History of Mitred Abtoes, rol. ii. p. 189. 
But he was a nalivG of Stafibcdshire t and to the antiquities of that 
count* was bia attention diie% confined. Ur. Shaw has bad tbe 
^■if« cJUi papcn. Bi.AKXtiAT-] 
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, and Baar^kr,"* " A free tranalatinii of the Jests of 

' HierocIes,wit)iaiiInbwluctioD;"t and, I tbinlc, the 
following iHecea: " Debate on die Pit^weal of Parlia- 
ment to Cromwell, to aasume the Title of King, 
abridged, modified, aid digeet«d;"t " Transktkoi 
of Abb6 Guyon's Dissertation on the Amazdns ;"f 
" Triutfllation of Fontenelle's Panegyrick on Dr. 
l^orin."t Two notes upon this appear to ne im- 
doubt«dlf his. He this year, and the two following, 
wrote the Parliamentary Delntea. He told me him- 
self, tfaat he waa the sole compoaer of them for those 
three years only. He was not, howerer, precisely 
exact in his statement, which he menticmed from 
hasty recollection ; for it is sufficiently evident, that 
his composition of them began November 19, 17*0, 
and ended February S8, 17*2-3. 

It appeuv frmn some of Care's letters to Dr. Birch, 
that Cave had better asBistance for that branch of his 
Magazine, than has been generally supposed; and that 
he was inde&tigable in getting it made as perfect as 
he could. 

Thus 81st July, 1785, " I trouWe you with the 
inclosed, because you sud you could easily correct 
what is here given for Lord C Id's speech. I beg 

'you will do so as soon as you ^an for me, because the 
month is far advanced." 

And 15th July, 1737, " As you remember the 
debates so feir as to perceive the' speeches dready 

' printed are not esact, I beg the favour that you will 
peruse the inclosed, and, in the best majiner yotir 
memory will serve, correct the mistaken passages, or 
add any thing that is omitted. I should be very glad 

to have something of the Duke of N le's speech, 

which would be particularly of serrice. 

" A gentleman has Lord Bathurst's speech to add 
Bomething to." 

And July 3, 17*4, "You will see what stupid, loi^ 
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abominable stuff is put ■ upon vour noble and learned 
friend's f character, such as I snould quite reject, and 
endearour to do somethiiig better towards doing jus- 
tice to the diaracter. But as 1 cannot expect to at- 
tain mf desire in that respect, it would be a great 
satisfaction, as well m an honour to our work, to haye 
the favour of the genuine speech. It is a method 
that several hare been pleased to take, as I could 
show, but I think myseU under a restraint. I shall 
tar BO far, that I liave had some by a third hand, 
which I understood well enough to come from 
the first; others by peany-post, and others by the 
speakers themselves, who have been pleased to visit 
St. John's Gate, and show particular marks of their 
being pleased." I 

There is no reason, I believe, to doubt the veracity 
of Cave, Tt is, however, remarkable, that none of 
these letters arc in the years during which Johnson 
abne furnished the Debates, and one of them is in the 
verv year after he ceased &om that labour. Johnson 
tola me, that as soon as he found that the speeches 
were thought genuine, he determined that he would 
write no more of them ; " for he would not be acces- 
sary to the [wopagation of&lsehood." And such was 
the tenderness ofhis conscience, that a short time be- 
fore his death he caressed his regret for )iis baring 
been the authour of fictions, which had passed for 
realities. 

He nevertheless agreed with me in thinking, that 
the debates which be had framed were to be vtdued as 
orations upon questions of publick importance. They 
liave accordingly been collected in volumes, properly 
arranged, and recommended to the notice of parlia- 

* I mppoK in attoAer comiHlalioii of the mne Idnd, 

t Doabilm, Lord Hacdnick. 

t BiKfa'i MSS. in AeBiitinb Museum, 4302. 
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nentaiy speakers by a prefoce, writtaa by no inferior 
band.* 1 miut, however, obserro, that although there 
is is liboee debates a wonderful store of political in- 
formation, ami very powerful eloquence, I cannot agreo 
thattheyeshibit themaniierof eaeh particularspeaker, 
as Sir John Hawkins eeems to think. But, indeed, 
what opinion can we hare of his judgement, and taste 
in pubtick speaking, who presumes to give, as the 
characteristickB of two celebrated orators, " the deep- 
mouthed rancour of Pulteney, and the yelping perti- 
nacity of Pitt"+ 

This year I find that his tragedy of Irene had 
been for some time ready for the stage, and that his 
necessities made him desirous of getting as much as 
he could for it, without delay ; for there is the fol- 
lowing letter from Mr. Cave to Dr. Birch, in the 
samevolvune of manuscripts in the British Museum, 
ftytm which I copied those above quoted. They were 
most obligingly pointed out to me by Sir William 
Musgrave, one of the Curators of that noble repoei- 

"8«p«. 9, 17«. 
" I HAVE put Mr, Johnson's play intoMr.Gray'af 
hands, in order to sell it to him, if he is inclined to 
huy it; but I doubt whether he will or not. He 
would dispose of the copy, and whatever advantage 
piay be made by acting it. Would yoor sodety,§ or 

* I am assured Cb»t the editor is llr. George Chslmen, Vboaq 
coiDmerdal woiks are well bnown and eEtcemed. 

-f- Havkins's Life of JohoBon, p. 100. 

^ Ahookalla «f IiondiHL 

§ Not the Roy j Sodelj i but the Sodety for Ihe encouragtment 
of learning, of which Dr. Birch was a leading njeniber. Thdr 
' ■ ' ■' 'n prictJD ■ ' '' 
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any gentleman, or body of men that you know, take 
Buch a hargaia-} He aitd I are very unfit to deal trith 
theatrical persons. Fleetwood was to have acted it 
last season, but Johnson's diffidence or (a) 

prevented it." 

I have already mentioned that " Irene," was not 
brought into publick notice till Ganick was manager 
of Drury-lane theatre. 

In 1742 he wrote for the Gentleman's Magazine 
the " Preface,"+ the " Parliamentary Debates/'* 
'' Essay on the Account of the Conduct of the Duchess 
of Marlborough,"" then the popular topick of con- 
versation. This Essay is a short but masterly perform- 
ance. We find him in No. 13 of his Rambler, cen- 
suring a profligate sentiment in that "Account/' 
and again insisting upon it strenuously in conversa- 
tion.(fr) "AnAccount of the Life of Peter Burman,"* 
I believe chiefly taken from a foreign publication ; as, 
indeed, he could not himself know much about Bur- 
man ; " Additions to his Life of Barretier ;"• " The 
Life of Sydenham,"" afterwards prefixed to Dr. Swan's 
edition m his works ; " Proposals for printing Biblio- 
theca Harleiana, or a Catalogue of the Librarv of the 
Earl of Orford."* His account of that celebrated 
collection of books, in which he displays the import- 
ance to literature, of what the French call a catalogue 
raitonni, when the subjects of it are extensive and 
various, and it is executed with abilitv, cannot fml to 
impress all his readers with admiration of his philo- 
logical attainments. It was afterwards prefixed to the 
first volume of tie Catalogue, in which the Latin ac- 
counts of books were written by him. He was em- 
ployed in this business by Mr. Thomas Osborne the 

(a)Thereisiioera9UTeheTe,butamereblank; u> GU up which 
Tna; be on exercue for iogcaious conjecture. 

(b) Joutnal of B Tour to the HdiniUB, 3d edit. p. 167. 
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bookeeller, vho purchaaed the library for j£13,000, a 
sum which Mr. Oldye says, in one of his manuscripts, 
was not more than the hinding of the books had cost; 
yet, as Dr • Johnson assured me, the slowness of the 
sale was such, that there was not much gained by it. 
It has been confidently related, with many embelush- 
ments, thtU Johnson one day knocked Osborne down 
in his shjOPi with a folio, and put his fitot upon his 
Beck. The sim^e truth I had from Johnson himself. 
" Sir, he was impertinent to me, and t beat him. But 
it waa not in his ahop : it was in my own cham- 
ber." 

A very dili^t obserrer may trace him where we 
should not easdy suppose him to be found. I hare no 
doubt that he wrote the little abridgement entitled 
" Foreign History," in the Magazine for December. 
To prove it, I ahiJl quote the Introduction. " As this 
is that season of the year in which Nature may be said 
to command a Buspension of boetilities, and which 
seems intended, by putting a short stop to violence 
and slaughter, to iSard time for malice to relent, and 
aoimosi^ to Bubeide ; we can scarce expect any other 
account than of pluis, negotiations and treaties, of 
iropasalB for peace, and preparations for war." As 
also this paasa^ : " Let those who despise the capa- 

- city of the Swiss, tell us by what wonderful policy, or 
by what h^>py ctmciliation of interests, it is brought 
to pass, that in a body made up of different ctaumn- 
nities and difierent religions, uiere should be no civil 
commotions, thou^ the people are so warlike, lliat 
to nominate and raise an army is the same." 

I am obliged to Mr. Astle for his ready perminiim 
to copy the two following letters, of which the tm- 
^nals are in his possession. Their contents shew that 
uiey were written about this time, and that Johnson 

. was now engaged in preparing an historical account 
of the Briti^ Parliament. 
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[JVo date.} 
I am going to write a Joog letter, 
and ha,ve therefore taken a whole sheet of paper. 
The first tiling to be written about is our historical 
desi^. 

" You mentioned tiie proposal of printing in mim- 
berfi, as an alteration in the scheme, but I believe vou 
mistook, some way or other, my meaning ; I baa no 
other riew than that you might rather print too many 
of five sheets than of five and thirty. 

"With regard to what I shall Bay on the manner of 

Sroceeding, I would have it understood. as wholly in- 
liferent to me, and my opinion only, not my resolu- 
tion. Emptorii tit eUgere. 

" I think the insertion of the exact dates of the 
most important events in the margin, or of so many 
events afl may enable the reader to regulate the order 
of &cts with sufficient exactness, the proper medium 
between a journal, which has regardonly to time, and a 
history which ranges facts according to their depend- 
ence on each other, and postpones or anticipates ac- 
cording to the convenience of narration. I think 
the work ought to partake of the spirit of history, 
which is contrary to minute exactness, and of the re- 
gularity of a journal, which is inconsistent with spirit. 
For this reason, I neither admit numbers or dates, 
nor reject them. 

" I am of youi" opinion with regard to placing most 
of the resolutions, &c in the margin, and think we 
shall give the most complete account of parliamentary 
{voceedings that can be contrived. The naked papers, 
without an historical treatise interwoven, require some 
Uther book to make them understood. I will date the 
succeeding facts with some exactness, but I think in 
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the nuTgin. Yon told me on Saturday Uiat I bad 
receired money on this work, and found set down 
131. Ss. 6d. ret^onmg the halfguinea of last Saturday. 
As you hint«d to me that you had maay calls for 
money, I would not press you too hard, and therefore 
shall deaire onlyj as I send it in, two guineas for a 
sheet of copy; the rest you may pav me when it may 
be more convenient ; and even oy t&is sheet payment 
I shall, for eome time, be very expensive. 

" The Life of Savage I am ready to go upon; and 
in Great Primer, and Pica notes, I reckon on sending 
in half a sheet a day; but the money for that sh^ 
likewise lye bv in your hands till it is done. With the 
debates, Bball not I have business enough ? if I had 
but good pens. 

" Towards Mr. Savage's life what more have you 
got t I would willingly have his trial, &c. and know 
whether bis defence be at Bristol, and would have his 
collection of poems, on account t^the Pre&ce ; — ■" The 
Plain Dealer,"(a)— all the magazlDes that have any 
thing of bis or relating to him. 



" Yours, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

" The boy found me writing this almost in the dark, 
when I could not quite ea«ly read yours. 

" I have read the Italian : — 4iothuig in it is well, 
" I bad DO notion of having any thing for the in* 
Bcription. I hope you don't tbink I kept it to extort 
a pric«. I could think of nothing, till to-day. If you 
could spare me another guinea for the history, I 
should take it Tory kindly, to-night j but if you do 
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not, I shall not think it aa iDJuTy.-~~-T am almost 
well again." 

" TO MR. CAVE. 
" 81H, 

" Yoti did not tell me your determination about 
the So/c&r'sZirt<er, (a) which I am confident was never 
pnnted. I think itwillnot do by itself, or in any other 
place, so well as the Mag. Estraordinaty. If you will 
nave it at all, I believe you do not think I set it high, 
and I win be glad if what you gire, you will give 
quick^. 

"You need not be in care about something to 
print, for I havp got the State Trials, and shall ex- 
tract Layer, Atterbuiy, •and Macclesfield from them, 
and shall bring them ta you in a fortnight ; afterwhich 
I will try to get the South Sea Report." {_No date, 
nor signature.'] 

I would also ascribe to him an " Essay on the De- 
scriptim of China, from the French of Du Ha]de."f 

His writings in the Gentleman's Magazine in 1743, 
are, the Prefiice,f the Parliamentary I>ebates,+ "'Con- 
siderations on the Dispute between Crousas and War- 
burton, on Pope's Essay on Man ;''t in which, while 
he defends Crouaaz, he shews an admiraUe metaphy- 
seal acuteness and temperance in controversy; " Ad 
X.auram parituram £pigramma ;"*(£) and, " A Latin 

(a) I have not difooreted what thii was. 

(i) .^BgRacatinierpalclmTTlna Laura pueHat, 

Mitx tderipondus d^otitvta gfoWf 

Adtil, Laura, tibijhcait Lucina dokvti. 

Neve titi noeeat pnenUviiie Dta. 



Mr. Hectoi » 

ftomftu. Thefi . ^_,^ , , 

wai odlid upon b; tbc compuiy to finuh it, wbich b« inilaolly did. 



lectoi wag present when this ^Hgrsm wa> made im^ 
promftu. The ticathoe wupropowdlqr I&.Juoes, and Johnson 
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Translation of Pope's Verses on hia Grotto ;"• and, as 
he could employ bis pen with equal success upon a 
small matter as a great, I suppose him to be the au- 
thour of an advertisement for Osborne, conceming the 
great Harleian Catalogue. 

' The fbUowina elegant Ltdo Ode, which tppeued in the Ota- 
Uenun'sMuizmefoi 1743, (vol. xiiL p. 648,} ma; nMr be au 
tributed to JohoMU. 



AD ORNATISSTMAM FUEIJUAM. 

VuMB at arti, tit nudiomodui, 

Fonnou TOgo I dtspeculoquies, 
Cuiamque qnoendi dceoiu 



adoiiboR 

Bmagjiplacent, 

i 



Le&ique finu cum munuoK pukhriar | 

ObHquat ultra pneopitan Aigun 
Intra Telndanw Ii^hHos, el 
Dncil aqiua Icmae wquenta : 

Utque inter undas, intra et arboies. 
Jam vere prima dulce strepunt mee, 
Et arte nulla gratiareg 
lnganinanc sine lege caucus ; 
Nativasc tegtada, le nitor 
Simplex decebit, te Veneres tuie; 
Nudus Cuindo nispicatur 
Artificea ninuE apparatba. 

Bigo fluentan to, male udula, -' 

Ne uerainuiaa semper BCucomam; I 
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But I sbould think myself much wantit^, both to 
my illustrioua friend and my readers, did I not intro- 
duce here, with mor« than ordinary respect, an ex- 
quisitely beautiful Ode, which has not been inserted 
ID any of the collections of Johnson's poetry, written 
by him at a very early period, as Mr. Hectur informs 
me, and inserted in tne Gentleman's Magazine of this 
year. 

Fbiendsbif, Oft Ode.* 
Friekdbqip. pecu]iaTb<Kili<^l;eaT'ii, , 

The luMi mind's delight and pride. 
To men and angels onlf gir'n. 

To all the lower world denj'd. 
While Lure, unknown unisig the blest, 

Parent of thousand wild dEsireg, 
The WTBge and the human bresEt 

Toiments alike with c^ng Eree ; 
With bright, but oft destructJTe, gleun, - 

Alike o'er all his lightnings Sj; 
Thf lambent gtories oalj beam 

'Aroundthe fav'rites of thefilty. 
Thy gentle flows of guiltless joifs 

On tbolB and viilaina ne'ei descend : ' 
In vun for thee (he tyrant a^a, 
AndhugsaHatierer (or a&iend. • 

Qualea nee olim vel Pl<dem«ia 

Jaetabat uxor, lidereo in choio 

Utcunque derots refulgent 

Veitids eiuTisedecori! 

Xec dira mater, cum nmilem tute 

Mmtila formam, et pulcbrior axfod, 

PttmiotincomtaaprotCTTis • 

Fusa comai agitare vmtis. 



TRB ur* OF C'7**- 

OnieMMvfdiebmTODdjiut, 



On Mlfiah bMomiaiiljr F^- 
Not >h»!l thine tiiaar ceaMto glow. 

When xmla to blissful eUmei lanme : 
What ndi'd out virtue here bdow. 

Shall aid out bapinnets abore. 

J<Jui«m had now an opportunity of obliging his 
schoolfellow Dr. James, of whom he once observed, 
" no man bringa more mind to his profession." James 
published this year his " MedidnaT Dictionair," in 
three Tolumes folio. Johnson, as I imderstooa from 
him, had writtMi, or assisted in writing, the proposals 
for this work j and being very fond of the studv of 
phyuckj in which James was nls master, be fomished 
some of the articles. He, however, cert^nly wrote for 
it the Dedication to Dr. Mead,+ which is conceived 
with great address, to conciliate the patronage of that 
very eminent man. (a) 

It has been drculated, I know not with what au- 



■ wtddi IluveendMvoaredtoeiplam and fiudlitale: and 
joo aic, the^hn, U eooiider thii addnv, if it be tgrecable to 
TOOiUOtteof (he tewaidiofnent; andif oth(ni«,a>(meaf Iha 

"Howevetyou dudlceceiTe it, tDfdoign cannot be diiq>p(nnted; 
because thii pnhtiA ^PP^ to 7*"" jaogtixeDt will dieV that I 
do not found my bogei of ajqinibation uptm UK igsnancc of tnj 
Kadni, and that Ifeaihia cennin least, wboie knowledge is moat 
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ti>«nt[dty, tJiat J<J)tison considered Dr. Birch as ft 
dull writer, and said of him, " Tom Birch is as brisk 
aa a bee in conversation ; but no sooner does he take a. 
pen in his hand, than it becomes a torpedo to him, 
and benumbs all his &culties." That the literature 
of this country is mui^ indebted to Birch's actiritr 
and diligence must certainly be aekuowledged. Wo 
have seen that Johnson honoured him with a Greek 
Epignun ; and hb correspoo deuce with him, during 
many years, proves that ae had uo nwan opinion of 



" ro DR. BIRCH. 
*' siK, Tbundsy, 8^ 39, 17A 

" I HOPE you will excuse me for troubling you on 
an occasion on which I know not whom else I can 
apply to ; I am at a. loss fitr the Lives and Characters 
M Earl Stanhope, the two Craggs, and the minister 
Sunderland; and beg that you will inform QnieJ 
where I may find them, and send any pamphlets, &c 
relating to them to Mr. Cave to be perused for a few 
days by, sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

His circomstances were at this time embarrassed ; 
yet bis affection for his mother was so warm, and 
so liberal, that he took upon himself a debt of herSj 
which, though small in itself, was then consideraUe 
to him. This appears from the following letter which 
he wrote to Mr. Levett, of Lichfield, Uie original of 
which lies now before me. 

"to HB. levett; in ucufibld. 
"Bia, Dscfmber 1, 1743. 

" I AM exb-emely scrry that we have encroached 
■omuch ifgn your forbearance with respect t4> the in- 



u.g.rzpar, Google 
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teiest,' which a^ great perplexity of aJbirs hiiid»ed me 
friMn thinkii^ of with that attention that I ought, ^^ 
which I am not immediately aUe to remit to you, but 
will pay it (I think twelve pounds,) in two months. 
I look upon this, and on the future interest of that 
mortgage, as my own deht; and beg thatyoii will.be 
pleased to give me directions bow to pay it, and not 
mention it to my dear mother. If it be necessary to 
pay this is less time, I believe I can do it; hut I take 
two months for a certainty, and beg an answer whe- 
ther you can allow me so much time. I think myself 
very much obliged to your forbearance, and shall 
esteem it a great happiness to be able to serve you. I 
h&re great omiortuwtiea of dispersing any thing that 
you may think it proper to make pubuck. 1 will 
gire a note for iht money, payable at the time' men- 
tioned, to any one here tiiat you shall appoint. I amj 
sir, 

" Your most obedient 

" And most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

" At Hi. Oabamc'B,bo(Ascller, in Oray's Inn.'' 

It does not appear that he wrote any thing in 1 744 
for the Gentleman's Magazine, but the Pre&ce.'f His 
life of Barretier was now re-published in a pamphlet 
by itself. But he produced one work this year, fiilly 
sufficient to maintain the high reputation which he 
had acquired. This was " Thb Life of. Eichabd 
Savage ;"* a man, of whom it is difficult to fpeak im- 
paj^ally, without wondering that he was for some 
time the intimate companion of Johnson ; for his 
character (a) was marked by profligacy, insoleace, and 

- (a) As s spedmm (ri* hii tonper, I insen the fallowing letter irOiD 
W to B ncUe Lradgto whomhewu uadei great oUi^atUnt) IbU 



Mtat. 35.3 

ingratitude : yet, as he undoubtedljr had a warm aad 
vigwous, though unregulated mind, had seen lifis 
in tdl its varieties, and been much in the company of 
tiie statesmen and wits of his time, he could commu- 
nicate to Johnson an abundant supply of such mate- 
riEds aa his philosophical curiosity most eagerly de- 
sired ; and as Savage's mieibrtunes uid misconduct 
had reduced him to the lowest state of wretchedness 
as a writer for bread, his tisits to St. John's Gate n^ 
tutally brought Johnson and him together.* 

vbo, on iccoant of hit b«d conduct, wu obliged to discard bim. 
7h« oiigiiia] wu in the haadi of Ihe ]tte Fundi Codmyns Cust, 
£sq. one of hia JA^tmy's Coumel lemnicd in the law : 

" Right HmotinMt'Bt.vfB MiiBoaBT, 



whether JDU tat notfittei to be an Iri^ EvidaQC*, than to be an 
Iiiih Peer. — I de^ and des[iae you. 

** Vour delcmiined adTersary, 

"R.S." 

■ Sir John Hawkini gins the wodd to tmderatand, that J^n- 
■on, *' beiiw an admiter of genteel mannns, waacaptiratedbf the 
addieu and dfrneanoui of Sawe, vho, aa 10 hia eileiior, was tu 
a rcmaAaUedegne aecompliihed." — HavkiDe's lofe, p- fiZ. Bat 

Sir Joho'i notions of gentility must appear somewhat ludicrous, ftom 
bis stating the folloirinfi drcamatance as pesumpdre evidence that 
Savage was a good swordsman : " That he understood (he etercise 
of a gentleman'i weaptHi, may be iofened from the use tnaSe of it 
in that ra^ encounter which i« nOated in his life." The dexlerit; 
here alluded la was, that Savage, in a nocturnal fit of drunkenness, 
stabbed a man at a cofibe-hause, and killed him : for which he was 
tiied at the 01d3uley, and fbund guilty of murder. 

J<^iiuon, indeed, deacnbes him as bariag '' a grave and manly 
dqiottmait, a volemn dignity of mien; but which, upon a Dearer ac. 
qountance, softenediDlo an engagiiig easiness of mq^ners." How 
highly Jotuuon admired him &a that knowledge vhich he himself 
BO mudli caKiTMed. and what kindueM he oUerUined &c lum, ap- 
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It is raeUncholv to reflect, that Johnson and Savage 
were gometimca in such estreme indigence,* that 
they could not pay for a lodging ; bo that they have 
vandered t<^ether whole nights in the streets. Yet 
in these idmost iocredible scenes of dlstresa, we may 
suppoee that Savage mentioned many of the anecdot^ 
with which Johnson afterwards enriched the life of his 
unhappy companion, and those of other Poets. 

He told Sir Joshua Reynolds, that one night in par- 
ticular, when Savage and he walked round St. James's-' 
square for want of a lodging, they were not at all de- 
pressed by their situation ; but in high spirits and 
loimful c* patriotism, traversed the square for several 
hours, inveighed agiunst the minister, and "resolved 
they would stand by their countrif.'' 

lam afraid, however, that by associating with Sa- 
vage, who was habituated to the dissipation- and li- 
centiousness of the town, Johnson, though his good 
principles remained steady, did not entirely preserve 
that conduct, for which, in days of greater simplicity, 
he was remarked by his friend Mr. Hector ; but Was 
imperceptibly led into some indulgencies which ncc&- 
Honed much distress to his virtuous mind. 



Ad Ricardhh Savaob. 
" Huiaani tlvdntm generii cui pectorejinel 
colat humanum tejlmeutque gema." 

* " Soon afier SavRge's Life wu published, Mr. Harte, authoar 
of the life of GuBtavus Adolphus, dined with Edward Cutb, and 
occadonolly praised it. Soon after, meeting turn, Cave said, ' You 
made a man very happy t'other day.' — 'How'could thatbeP' say« 
Hatte 1 ' nc*odi was there but oursdies.' Cave answered by re- 
minding him that a plate of victuals was sent behind a aereeti, 
which WB9toJohnw)n,dreaedeoshabbily> Aiathedid not choose to 
^peai ; but on heatizig the comemtion, he was hi^y dcUghUd 
with theencomiums-onhiB book." . . 



./Etat. 55.'] DH. JOKNSOH. 1S7 

That Johnson was anixioua that an aatheatick and 
favourable account of his estraordinary friend should 
first eet possession of the publick attention, is evi- 
dent nom a letter which he wrote in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for August of the year preceding its pub- 
Kcation, 



" As your collections show how often you have 
owed the ornaments of your poetical pages to the cor- 
respondence of the unfortunate and ingenious Mr. Sa- 
vage, I doubt nut but you have so much regard to hia 
memory as to encourage any design that may have a 
tendency to the preservation of it from insults or ca- 
Itunnies ; and therefore, with some degree of assurance, 
intreat you to inforni the publick, that his life will 
speedily be published by a person who was favoured 
-with his confidence, and received from himself an ac- 
count of most of the transactions which he proposes to 
mention, to the time of his retirement to Swansea in 
Wales. 

- ' " From that period, to his death in the prison of 
Bristol, the account wiU be continued from materials 
still less liable to objection ; his own letters, and 
those of bis friends, some of which will be inlserted 
in the work, and abstracts of others subjoined in the 
margin. 

" It may be reasonably imagined, that others may 
have the same design ; but as it is not credible that 
they.can obtain the same materials, it must be expected 
they will supply from invention the want of intel- 
l^nce ; and that under the title of ' The Life of 
■Savagff,' they will publish only a novd, filled with 
romantick adventures, and imaginary amours. You 
may therefore, perhaps, gratify the lovers of truth and 
*>*) Uy giving me leave to ioform them in your Mag^ 

i,.„rMr. C.OO'ilc 
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sine, tliat my aiccotiiit irill be puUisHed !a Svo. by- 
Mr, RobeitB, ID Warwick-l«ne." 

[_No tigKOiure.'J 

In Februa^, 17^4, it accordimely came forth firom 
the shop of Roberts, between woom and Johnson i 
hare not traced any connection, except the casual one 
of this publication. In Johnson's " Life of Sarage," 
altbooeh it must be allowed that its moral is the re- 
verse (*— "/totMceW ejmpiir *i(« montmquejubebo," 
a very useful lesson is inculcated, to guard men vX 
warm passions from a too free indulgence of them ; 
and tiie various incidents are related in ao clear and 
animated a manner, and illuminated throughout witli 
■o much philosophy, that it is one of themost interest- 
ing nairatires in the English langua^. Sir Joshua 
Reynolds told me, that upon his return irtaa Italy he 
net with it in Devonshire, knowing nothing (hF its 
authour, and began to read it while ne fras standing 
with his arm leaning against a chiomey'piece. It 
seized his attention so strongly, that, not being aUe 
to lay down the book till he had finished it, when 
he tUt«upted to more, he fodnd his arm totally be- 
numbed. The rapidity with whidi this work was com- 
posed, is a wondei^ circumstance. Johnson has been 
Beard to say, " I wrote forty-eight of the printed oc- 
taro pages of tile Life of Sarage at a sitting; batthm 
I sat up all night." * 

He exhibits the genius of Savage to the best ad- 
vantage, in the specimens of his poetry which he haa 
selected, some of which are of uncommoD merit. We, 
indeed, occasionally find such vigour and such point, 
as might make ua suppose that the generous aid of 
Johnson had been imparted to his friend. Mr. Tho- 
mas Warton made this remark to me ; and, in euppOTt 

• Jound Ufa tva n Ibc HcbridM, S4«iBb » SS. 
i,.'.oonlc 
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of it, (|uoted from .the poem entitled " Tlie Bastard," 
a line m which the fimcJed »iperiority of one "stamped 
in Nature's mint with extasy," is contrasted with 
a regular lawful descendant of some great and aiicient 
£unily ^ , 



But the fitct is, that this poem was publiehed some 
years before Johnson and Savage were acquainted. 

It is remarkable, that in this biographical riiaquiai- 
tion there appears a very strong symptom of Johnson's 
prejudice against players; a prejudice vhich may be 
attribute ta the following causes : first, the imperfect 
tion of bis organs, which were so defective that he 
was not susceptible of the fine impressions which the- 
atrical excellence produces upon the generality of 
jnaokind; secondly, the cold rejection of bis tragedy; 
and, lastly, the brilliant success of Garrick, who had 
been his pupil, who bad come to London at the same 
time witU him, not in a much more prosperous state 
tiuui himself, and whose talents he undoubtedly rated 
low, comp^^ with his own. His being ouUtripped 
by his pupil in the race of immediate fame, as well as 
of fortune, probably made him feel some indignation, 
as thinking that whatever might be Garrick's merits 
in hia art, the reward was too great when compared 
with wbat the most successful efforts of literary la- 
bour could attain. At all periods of his life Johnson 
used to talk contemptuously of players ; but . in this 
work he speaks of tnem with peculiar acrimony; for 
which, perhaps, there was formerly too much reason 
from the licentious and dissolute manners of those en- 
gaged in that profession. It is but justice to add, 
that in our own time such a change has taken place, 
that there is no longer room for such an unfavourable 
distiaftion, 



130 THE UFE at \\11A. 

His sdioolfeltov and friend. Dr. Taylor, bdd me « 
pleasant anecdote of Johnson's trinmphiDg orer hk 
pupil, David Garrick. When that great actor had 
played some little time at Goodman's-fields, Johnsoa 
and Taylor went to see him perform, and afterwards 
passed the evening at a tarem with him and old Gif- 
nrd. Johnson, who was ever depredating stage- 
players, after censuring some mistakes in empha^s, 
which Garrick had committed in the course oif that 
night's acting, swd, " the players, sir, have got a 
land of rant, witii which they run on, without any re- 
gard either to accent or emphasis." Both Garrick 
and Gifl^rd were offended at this sarcasm, and en- 
deavoured to refute it ; upon which Johnson rejoined, 
" Well now. 111 give you something to speak, with 
which you are litue acquainted, and then we shall see 
hov just my observation is. That shall be the crite* 
rion. Let me hear you repeat the ninth Command- 
ment, ' Thou shalt not bear &lse witness against thy 
neighbour."" Both tri^at it, said Dr. Taylor, and 
both mistook the emphasis, whidi should be upon w4 
taidja^ toilMsi, Johnson put them right, and ea- 
joyed his rictory with great glee. 

His " Life of Savage" was no sooner published, 
than the following liberal praise was given to it, in 
" The Champion," a periodical paper : " This pam- 
phlet is, without flattery to its authour, as just aTid 
well written a piece as of its kind I ever saw ; so that 
at the same time that it highly deserves, it certunly . 
Standsverylittle in need of this recommendation. As to 
the historv of the unfortunate person, whose memoirs 
compose this work, it is certainly penned with equal 
accuracy and spirit, of which 1 am so much the better 
judge, as I know many of the fecta mentioned to bo 
strictly true, and very &irly related. Besides, it is 
not only the stwjr of Mr. Savage, hut innumerable in- 
ddeuta relating to other perscns, and pther ■fiainb 

i,.„rMr. C.OO'ilc 
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which renders this a reiy amusing, and, withal, a 
very instructive and paluable performance. The au- 
tiiour's obeerratians are short, signific^t, and just, 
«s his narrative is remarkably Bmooth, and well dis- 
posed. Hia reflections open to all the recesses of the 
human heart ; and, iu a word/ a more just or plea- 
«ant, a more engaging or a more improving treatise, 
on all the escellencies and defects of human nature, is 
scarce to be found in our own, or perhaps any other 
language." • 

Johnson's partiality far Savage made him entertdn 
no doubt of his story, however extraordinary and im- 
probable. It never occurred to him to question his 
being the son of the. Countess of Macclesfield, of whose 
unrelenting barbarity he so loudly complained, and 
the particulars of which are related in so strong and 
affecting a manner in Johnson's Life of him. Johnson 
was certainly well warrant«din publishing his narra- 
tive, however offensive it might be to ^e lady and 
her relations, because her alledged unnatural and 
cruel conduct to her son, and shameful avowal of guilt, 
were stated in a Liie of Savage now lying before me, 
which came out so early as 1727, andno attempt had' 
been made to conAite it, or to punish the authour or 
printer as a libeller : but for the honour of human na- 
ture, we should be glad to find the shocking tale not 
true ; and from a respectaUe gentlemanf connected 
with the lady's tamily, I have received such information 
and remarks, as joined to my own inquiries, will, I 
think,'render it at least somewhat doubtful, especially 

■ThuchuBciecoftlfeUfeorSavi^vaB not written b; Eldd. 
ing, u hu been mppoaed, but most pnibal^ by Ralph, who, ai 
appran ^csnthe minutaoftheFajtifeni of' "nie Champion' in tb* 
poMeeakm ot Mi. Reed of Staple Inn, succeeded Fielding in bit 
idiBie of the p^ier> before the date of that eulogium. 

f The late Frsncie Cockafne Cuit, Esq. one of lu> Msjeg^'i 
CounseL 
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when we consider that it must hsTC originated ham 
tlie pcreon himself who went by the name of Richard 
Savage. 

If the maxim, faltum in uno,JaUum in ommbu», were 
to be received without qualification, the credit of Sa- 
vage's narrative) as conveyed to us, would lie annihi- 
lated ; for it contains some assertimts which, b^ond a 
question, are not true, 

1 , In order to induce a belief that the Earl Rivers, 
on accwunt of a criminal connection with whom. Lady 
Macclesfield is said to have been divorced trmn her 
husband, by Act of Parliament,* had a peculiar anxiehr 
about the child which she bore to him, it is alledged, 
that his Lord^ip gave him bis own name, and had it 
duly recorded in the register of St. Andrew's, HoIImhti. 
I have carefully inspected that register, but no such 
entry is to be found. 

2. It is stated, that "Lady Macclesfield having lived 
for some time up<m very uneasy terms with her hus- 
band, thought a publick confession of adultery the 
most obvious and expeditious method of obtaining her 
liberty ;" and Johnson, assuming Uiis to be true, stig- 
matises her with indignation, as " the wretch who bad; 
without scruple, proclaimed herself an adultresa." 
But I have perused the Journals (^ both bouses of 
Parliament at the period of her divorce, and there find 
it authentically ascert^ned, that so far from volunta- 
rily submitting to the ignomialous charge of adultery, 
she made a strenuous defence by her Counsel ; the 
bill having been first moved tne 15th of January, 
1697-8, in the house of Lords, and proceeded on, 
(widi various appITcations foe time to bring up wit- 
nesses at a distance, &c.) at intervals, till the 3d of 
March, when it passed. It was brought to the Com- 
mons, by a message &om the Lords, the 5th of 

■ ieS7. 
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March, proceeded on the 7th, 10th, 11th, 14tli, and 
ISth.on which day,after af^l examination of witnesses 
on both sides, ana hearing of Counsel, it was reported 
without amendments, na^ed, and carried to the Lords. 
That Lady Macclesfield was convicted of the crirae of 
which she was accused, cannot be denied; but the 
question now is, whether the person calling himself 
Richard Savage was her son. 

It has been 'said, that when Earl Rivers was dying, 
and anxious to provide for all his natural children, he 
was informed by Lady Macclesfield that her son by 
him was dead. Whether, then, shall we believe that 
this was a m^ignant lie, invented by a mother to pre- 
vent her own child &om receiving the bounty of his 
father, which was accordingly the consequence, if the 
person whose life Johnson wrote, was her son ; or shall 
we not rather believe, that the person who then as- 
sumed the name of lUchard Savage was an impostor, 
being in reality the son of the shoemaker, under 
whose wife's care " Lady Macclesfield's child was 
placed ; that after the death of the real Richard Sa- 
vage, be attempted to personate him ; and that the 
fraud being known to Lady Macclesfield, he was there- 
fore repulsed by her with just resentment. 

There is a strong circumstance io support of the last 
supposition, tliough it has been mentioned as an ag- 
gravation of Lady Macclesfield's unnatural conduct ; 
arid that is, her having prevented him from obtaining 
the benefit of a legacy left to him by Mrs. LWd, his 
godmother. For if there was such a legacy left, his 
not being able to obtain payment of it, must be ini- 



• This is not eorrectly stated. The Bhoemaker uncleT whose 
cue Savage was placed, with a view to his becoming his af^nen- 
lice, «ai not the husband of his nurae. — See J<4in«ai*9 iMe of 

VOL. I. N 
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puted to hU amscknumess ^at b« was not the real per- 
son. The just inference should he, that hy the death 
of Lady Macclesfield's child before its godmother, the 
legacy became lapsed, and therefore that Johnson's 
Ridiard Savage was an impostor. 

If he had a title to the legacy, be could not hare 
found uiy difficulty in reroverisg it ; for had the exe- ' 
cutors resisted his claim, the whole coats, as weQ as 
the legacy, must have been paid by them, if. be had 
been the child to whom it was given. 

The taleuts of Savage, and the mingled fire, rudo- 
ness, pride, meannesa, and ferocity of his character,* 
concur in making it credible that he was fit to plan 
and carry on an ambitious and daring scheme of im- 
posture, similar instances of which have not been 
wanting in higher spheres, in the history of differ^t 
countries, and have bad a consideraUe degree ctf 
success. 

Yet, m the other hand, to the companitm of John- 
son, (who, through whatever medium he was conveyed 
. into this world, — be it ever so doubtful " To whom 
related, or by whom begot," was, unquestionably, a 
man of no common endowments,) we must allow the 
weight of general repute as to his Status or parentage, 
though illicit; and supposing him to be an impostor, 
it seems strange that Lord Tyrconnel, the nephew of 



. rf Mr. Ssyage, in- 
deed, never luffiied him to golidc a tecoodliadan : he returned 
teprouh for repnwch, and insult for insult." But the leapectable 
DentlBnan to vbom I hare alluded^ has in hia poueasion a letter 
nam Savage, after Xiord Tfrconnel had discarded h^ addrened 
to the Reverend] Mr. Gilbert, bicLordsh^'BCh^laiii, in which ha 
re^ueiti him, La thehuniUcat manner, to n^t««ent hi* case to the 
VucouDt. 
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Ladv Macclesfield, should patrODise him, and eren 
admit bim as a guest in his family.* LasUy, it must 
ever appear very auspicious, that three different ao 
counts of the Life of Richard Savage, one published 
in " The Plaia Dealer," in 1724, another in 17«7, 
and another by the powerful pen of Johnson, in 1744j 
and all ofthem while Lady Macclesfield nas allre, 
should, notwithstanding the severe attache upon her, 
have been suffered to pass without any publick and i 
e%ctual contradiction. 

I have thus endeavoured to sum up the evidence 
upon the case, as fairly as I can ; and the result seems 
to be, that the wOrld must vibrate in a state of oncer- 
taiiity as to what was the truth. 

This digression, I trust, will not be censured, as if 
relates to a matter exceedingly curious, and vwy inti- 
mately connected with Johnson, both as a man and an 
autbour.t 

■ Tnutii^ to Savige's inftnnatian, JohmMi lepnacnli thii 
I'e bona tecdved te a emupBiiiiBi by Lora T jionnel. 



Toluiitaif bount}' of Lord Tyrcooliel, and had been dismiiscd bf 
bim long befiME ihe murder was committed, and that his Lordship 
wu very inatnunoiCBl JD proctuiDg Savage's pardon, b; hia inter- 
cession with the Queen, tluough Lady Herttbra. If, therefore, he 
had been dednms ofpreventing the publicsdon by Savage, be would 
have left tum to his fate. Indeed I mutt observe, that although 
JohoBtsi mentions that Lord Tyramnel's patronage of Savage was 
" u^n Ms ptomiie to lay afdde his design of e:ipaslng the cruelty 
of ins mother,^' the great biographer has forgotten that he him^eu 
haa mentioned, that Savage's story had been told several years 
before in " The Plain Dealer ;" from which he quotes this strong 
saving of (he generous Sir Richard Steele, that the " inhumanity 
of his mother liad giveti him a right to find every good man hu 
ftther." At the same time it mu£t be acknowledged, that Lady 
MBccles&eld and hei relations might still wiifi that her slory should 
not be brought into more cosspicuous notice by the satirical pen <^ 

t UinII(a9oii,aftei'bBVuigfrafidt«dlha title of I^rMscdes- 
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He this year wrote tlie " PnSatx to the Harlmn 
MiBcellany,"* The selection of the p^Dphlets of 
which it was composed was made by Mr. OlajB, a maa 
of eager eurioHity, and inde&tigable diligence, iriio 
first exerted tii'at spirit of incpiry into the literature 
of the old English writers, i)j which the works of our 
great dramatic poet hare of late been m sign^y 



In 1715 he published a pamphlet entitled, " Mis- 
cellaneous ObserratioDB on the Tragedy nf Macbeth, 
with Itemariis oii Sir T. H.'s (Sir Thomas Hanmer's) 
Sdition of Siiakspeare."* To which he affixed, pro- 
posals for a new edition of that poet; 

Ah we do not trace any tiling else published by 
him during the course of this year, we may -conjecture 
that he was occupied entirely with that work. But 
tlte little encouragement which was given by the 
publick to his anonymous proposals for the executioii 
erf a task which Warburton was known to have under- 
taken, probably damped his ardour. His pamphlet, 
however, was highly esteemed, and was fortunate 
enough to obtain the approbation even of the super- 
cilious Warburton himself, who, in the Pre&ce to. his 

'field bf divorce, ipas married to Colonel Bieu, and, it ia enii, wui 
veU knoirn in ^ the polite drclec. Cdle; Cibbei, I am iofinmiid, 
had 90 hi(;h an opinton of her Uate and judgement as to genteel life 
.and manners, that he BUbmitted-'everF scene of Me " Careless 
Husband" to Mrs. Brett's revisal and correction. Colonel Brett 
was reported to be free in his gallantry with bh Lady's Mnid. Mrs. 
Bn^t came into a room one day in her own house, and found the 
Colonel and tier mud bodi fast asleep iti two duois. She tied a, 
white handkerchief round her husband's neck, which H'as a suf- 
ficient proof that sh^ had discovered his ihtrigue ; but she never at 
any time took notice of it to him. This incident, as I am told, 
^ve oconion to the well-wrought scene of ijir Charles and ijaHj 
IWandEdgine. 

Fotafurtho' illustration ofthis subject, see.EuropeanMagadne, 
vuLxxiptgeaH. 
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Shakapeare published two yean afterwards, thus 
meDtioned it : " As to all thoee things which have 
been published under the titles of Essay*, RemarJa, 
Observaliani, &c. on ShaJcEpeare, if you except some 
Critical Notes on Macbeth, gtyen as a-spedmea of a 
projected edition, and written, as appears, by a man 
of parts aad genius, the rest are absolutely below a 
senouB notice." 

Of this flattering . distinction shewn to him by 
Warburton, a rery gratetul remeinbrauoe was ever 
eaterttuned by Johnson, who said, " He praised me 
at a time when praise was of value to me." 

In 17*6 it is probable that he was still employed 
upon his Shakspeare, which perhaps he laid aside for ' 
a time, upon account of the high expectations which 
were formed of Warburton's edition of that great 
poet. It is somewhat curious, that his literary career 
appears to have been almost totally suspended in the 
years 1745 and 17416, those years which were marked 
by a civil war in Great Britain, when a rash attempt 
was made to restore the House of Stuart to the throne. 
That he had a tenderness for that unfortunate House, 
is well known ; and some may fancifully imagine, that 
a sympathetick anxiety impeded the exertion of hia 
intellectual powers : but I am inclined to think, that 
he was, during this time, sketching the outlines of 
his great philological work. 

None of his letters during those years are extant, 
so for as I can discover. This is much to be regretted. 
It might afford some entertainment to see how he tlien 
expressed himself to his private friends concerning 
State aflUirs. Dr. Adams informs me, that " at this 
time a favourite object which he had in contempla- 
tion was * The Life of Alfred;' in which, from tho 
warmth with which he spoke about it, he would, I 
believe, had he been master of his own will, have en- 
jg^ed himself, rather than on any other subject" 
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In 1747 it is suf^KWed that the Gentlem&n'a Ma- 
gazine for May was enriched by him with fire ehort 
poetical pieces, dktiDguished by three aateiiriis. The 
first ia a tranalaticHi, or rather a paraphrase, of a 
LatiD Epitaph on Sir Thomas Hamner. Whether 
the Latin was his, or not, I have never heard, though 
1 should think it probably was, if it be certain that 
he wrote the English^ as to which my only cause of 
doubt is, that his slighting character of Haunter as 
an editor, in his " Observations on Miu:beth," is very 
different from that in the Epitaph. It may be said, 
that there is the same contrariety between the cha- 
racter in the Obeervatioas, and tibat in his own Pre- 
fiice to Shakspeare ; but a considerable time elapsed 
between tlie one publication and the other, whereas 
the Observations and the Epitaph came close together. 
The others are, " To Miss — , on her giving the 
Autbour a gold and silk net-work Purse of her own 
weaving ;" " Stella in Mourning ;" " The Winter's 
Walk ;" " An Ode ;" and, " To "Lyce, an elderlj 
Lady." I am not positive that all these were liis 
jvoductions ; hot as " The Winter's' Walk," has 
never been controverted to be his, and all of thent* 
have the same jnark, it is reasonable to conclude that 
they Etre all written by the same hand. Yet to the 
Ode, in which we find a passage very characteriatick 
of him, being a learned inscription of the gout, 

" Uabiqipy, whom lo lied* of pain 
ArOirUiek tTnntif couigiiB ;" 

diere is the f<^owing not« : " The authour being ill 
of the gout :" but Johnson was not attacked with that 
distemper till a very late period of his life. May not 
this, however, be a poetiiil fiction P Why may not a 
poet suppose himself to have the gout, as well as 
suppose himself to be in love, of which we have in- 
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namerable instMices, and whicb has been admirably 
ridiculed by Johnson in his " Life of Cowley ?" I 
hare slao some difficulty to believe that he could 
produce such a group of conceitt as appear in the 
verses to Lyce, in which he claims for this ancient 
personage as good a right to be assimilated to' 
heaven, as nymphs whom other poets have flattered; 
he therefore ironically ascribes to her the attributes of 
the tlcy, in such stanzas as this : 

*< Her teelh the night vith darkneti diet, 
She's ttarr'd with pimples o'ei ; 
Her tongue Hke nimble Ughtaiag plies, 
And cut with tAwndfr roar." 

But as at a very advanced age he could condescend to 
trifle in namln-fambif rhymes, to please Mrs. Thrale 
and her daughter, he may have, in his earlier years, 
composed such a piece as this. 

It is remarkable, that in this first edition of " The 
Winter's Walk," the concluding line is much more 
Johnsonian than it was afterwards printed ; for in 
subsequent editions, after praying St^la to " snatch 
him t^i her arms," he says, 

" AndtJUeU me from the iCt of li&>" 

Whereas in the first edition it is 

" And Mde me bma the lighi of life." 

A horrour at life in general is more consonant with 
Johnson's habitual gloomy cast of thought 

I have heard him repeat with great energy the 
following verses, which appeared in the Gentleman s 
Magazine for April this year ; but I have no autho- 
rity to say they were his own. Indeed one of the 
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best criticks of our age suggests to me, that " the 
word indifferently being used in the sense of tnf^out 
eoncern, and being also Tery unpoetical, renders it 
improbable that uey should have bew his compod- 



" On tonJ Ikitat'b 
" Vity'd by gentle nitniii KiLstnasocK died j 
TheftrBiie, BiLMEBiMO,Kereonlhy (ddej 
RadcliFFE, unhappy in his crtmeB of yoodi, < 
Sleady in what he BtHl mietoob for Inilh, 
Beheld hb death «a deceady nnniaT'd, 
The iqft lamented, and (he brave ^ipnir'd. 
But LovaT's &te indiSenntfy we new, 
Tme to no King, (o no rdigitni tnie : 

Nojfitr foijeti tterHiRhebaaduK; 
No cliUd laaieDti the tyrant of hii mn ; 
No tory piliea, thinking what he wu ; 
No vhig axD:f^aola,for he ^ftihe cmuc; 
The iravt R^ret not, fbr he wat not brave? 
The A<met( mouin not, knowing him a kntre I" * 

This year his old pupil and friend, David Garrick, 
having beiwme joint patentee and manager of Drury- 

• Tb«e Terees are mmewhat too severe on the enraorainary 
poaoD who is the chief figure in them ; for he was undoubtedly 
biave. Hia pleasantry during hij aolonn trial (in which, by the 
way, I have heard Mr. David Hume observe, ih&t we have one of 
the very few speechea of Mr. Murray, now Earl of Muisfield, au- 
tbenticklly given) was very remarkable. When asked if he had 
any questions to put to Sir Eveiard Fawkener, who was one of the 
■liongest witnesses against him, he answered ■■- 1 only wish him 
joy IX his young wife." And after sentence of death, in the hor- 
rible terms in sui^ ca<es of treason, was pronounctd upon him, 
and tut was retiring from the bar, he Bud, " Pue you wdl, taj 
Lords, we shall not all meet again in one place." He bdiaved 
wuh pierfect compoeuie at his execution, ana called out " Dtikt 
tt decvnmt ettprapatrii mori." 
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lane theatrci Johnsoa honoured his opeoing of it witli 
a Prologue,' which for just and numly dramatick 
criticism on the whole range of the Enghah stage, as 
well as for poetical escellence,(ii) is unrivalled. Like 
tbe celebrated Epilogue to the " Distressed Mother," 
U was, during the i season, often called for by the 
sfldience. The most strikiDg and brilliant passages 
of it have been so often repeated, and are so well re- 
collected by all the lovers of the drama, and of 
poetry, thit it would be euperfluoua to point them 
out. — In the Gentleman's Magazine for December 
this year, he inserted an " Ode on Winter," which 
ia, I think, an admirable specimen of his genius for 
lyrick poetry. 

But the year 17*7 is distinguished as the epoch, 
when Johnson's arduous and important work, his 
Dictionary op thi English Lanquaqe, was an- 
nounced to the world, by the publication of its Plan 
or Prospectus. 

How long this immense undertaking had been the 
object of his contemplation, I do not know. I once 
asked him bviwhat means he had attained to that 
astonishing knowledge of our language, by which he 
was enabled to realize a design of such extent and 
accumulated difficulty. He told me, that " it was 
not the effect of pu-ticular study ; but tliat it had 



(a) My taeni Mr. Courtenay, whose eulugy on Jahiuon'n IjitJn 
' FoeLry has beeii mseited in this Work, is nolets happy in [munnj; 
Ida Engtieh Poetiy i ' 

But hark, he dan ! the strun even Pope Bdmiies ; 

Indignant virtue her own baid innjHies. 

iiublime aa Juvenal he paar« his lays, 

And with the Rooun shaiea congetiiBl pRii«e: — 

In clawing numbers now he fires the age, 

A^a Shai ipcare'a sun rslrnnej the clouiled ntsjo. 
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grown up In his mind insensibly." I baye been iua 
formed by Mr. James Dodsley, that several years 
before this period, when Johnson was one day sitting 
in his brother Robert's shop, be heard his brother 
surest to him, that a Dictionary of the English 
Language would be a work that would be well re- 
ceivSl by the publick ; that Johnson seemed at first 
to catch at the proposition, but, after a pause, swd, 
in his abrupt decisive manner, " I believe I shall 
not undertake it." That he, hnverer, had bestowed 
much thought upon the subject, before he published 
his " Plan," is evident from the enlarged, clear, and 
accurate views which it exhibits; and we find him 
mentioning in that tract, that many of the writers 
whose testimonies were to be produccd'as authorities, 
were selected by Pope ; which moves that he bad been 
fiimished, ]probabIy by Mr. Jtobert Dodsley, with 
whatever hmts that eminent poet had contributed 
towards a great literary project, that had been 
the sahject of important consideration in a former 
reign. 

The booksellers who contracted with Johnson, ungle 
and unaided, for the execution of a work, which in 
other countries has not been efiected but by the co- 
operating exertions of many, were Mr. Robert Dod». 
ley, Mr. Charles Hitch, Mr. Andrew Millar, the two 
Messieurs Longman, and the two Messieurs Kn^ton. 
The price stipulated was fifteen hundred and seventy- 
five pounds. 

The " Plan" was addressed to Philip Dormo', 
Earl of Cheste'rfield, then one of his Majesty's Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State ; a nobleman who was very 
ambitious of literarv distinction, and who, ujMin being 
informed of the design, had expr^sed himself in 
terms very favourable to its success. There is, per- 
haps, in every thing of any consec[uence, a secret 
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history which it would he amusing to Icnow, could we ' 
hare It authentically communicated. Johnson told 
me;* " Sir, the way in whitli the plan of my Dic- 
tionaiy came to be inscribed to Lord Chesterfield, 
was this : I had neglected to write it by the time 
appointed, Dodsley suggested a desire to have it 
aaoressed to Lord Chesterfeld. I laid hold of this 
as a pretext for delay, that it might be better done, 
and let Dodsley have his desire. I said t4) my friend. 
Dr. Bathurst, ' Now if any good comes of my ad- 
dressing to Lord Chesterfield, it will be ascribed to 
deep policy, when, in fact, it was only a casual excuse 
for laziness.' " 

It ia worthy of observation, that the " Plan " has 
not only the substantial merit of comprehension, per- 
spicuity, and precision, but that the language of it is 
unexceptionably excellent ; it being altogether free 
from that inflation of style, and tliose uncommon but 
apt and energetick words, which in some of his writings 
have been censured, with more petulance than justii% ; 
and never was there a more dignified strain of com- 
pliment than that in which he courts tJie attention of 
one, who, he had been persuaded to belieye, would be 
a respectable patron. 

" With regard to questions of purity or propriety, 
(says he) I was once in doubt whether I should not 
attribute to myself too much in attempting to decide 
them, and whether my province was to extend beyond 
the proposition of the question, and the display of the 
Bufirages on each side ; but I have been since deter- 
mined by your Lordship's opinion, to interpose my 
own judgement, and shaQ therefore endeavour to sup- 
port what appears to me most consonant to grammar 
and reason. Ausonius thought that modesty forbade 

" Sgitember 22, 1777, going from Aahboome in Detbjihiie, 
to *ee Ldam. 
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him to idead inability for a tasli to whicb desar had 
judged him equal : 

Cur me posse negem, posse quod Ule putat f 

And I nutT hope, my Lord, that since you, whose 
authority id out language U so geoeraUy acknoW' 
' ledgpd, nave commissioned me t« declare my own 

linion, 1 shall be considered aa exercising a kind 
.. ricariouB Jurisdiction ; and that the power which 
might have been denied to my own claim, will be 
re^ily allowed me as the delegate of your Lordship," 

This passage proves, that Johnson's addressing nis 
" Plan " to Lord Chesterfield was not merely in con- 
sequence of the result of a report by means of Dodsley, 
that the Earl faFOured the desi^ ; but that there had 
been a particular communication with his Lordship 
concemmg it. t)r. Taylor told me, that Johnson 
sent his " Plan " to him in manuscript, for his per- 
usal ; and that when it was lying upon his table, Mr. 
. William Whitehead happened to pay him a risit, and 
' being shewn it, was highly pleased with such parts of 
it as he had time to'read, and begged to take it home 
with him, which he was allowed to do.; that from 
him it got into the bands of a noble Lord, who carried 
it to Lord Chesterfield. When Taylor ohserred that 
this might be an adrantage, Johnson replied, " No, 
sir, it would hare come out with more bloom, if it 
had not been seen before by uiy body." 

The opinion conceived of it by another noble 
authour, appears from the following extract of a letter 
from the Earl of Orrery to Dr. Birch r 

''CBledoD,Dec30, 1747. 

" I hare just now seen the G^)ecimen of Mr. 

Johnson's Dictionary, addressed to lA)rd Chesterfield. 

I am much pleased with the plan, and I think the 

'specimen is one of the best tliat I have ev«- read. 
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Most specimenB disgust, rather than prejudice ua in 
J^TOur of the work h) follow ; but the language of 
Mr. JohnsoD'a is good, and the arguments are pro- 
perly and -modestly expressed. However 



barren, in any sense whatever; it bears fruits aud 
flowers. Sed kts wnt nugte, and I have great ex- 
pectations from the performance." ' 

That he was iiilly aware of the arduous nature of 
the undertakingj he acknowledees ; and shews him- 
self perfectly sensible of it in the conclnsion of his 
" Plan ;" hut he had a noble consdoumess- of his own 
abilities, which enabled him to go on with undaunted 
spirit. 

Dr. Adams found him one day busy at his Dic- 
tionary, when the following aialogue ensued.— 
*' Adams. This is a great work, mt. How are you to 
get all the etymologies ? Johnson. Why, sir, here is a 
shelf with Jimius, and Skinner, and others; and there 
Is a Welch gentleman who ha* published a collection of 
Welch proverbs, who will help me with the Welch. 
Adams. But, sir, how can you do this in three years t 
JoHNSoNi Sir, I have no doubt that 1 can do it in 
three years. AoAHg. But the French Academy, which 
consists of forty members, took forty years to con^ile 
their Dictionary. Johnson. Sir, thus it is. This 
is the proportion. Let me see: forty times forty is 
dxteen hundred. As three to sixteen hundred, so ia 
the proportion of an Englishman to .a Frencliman." 
Witn so much ease and pleasantry could he talk of 
that prodigious labour which hg nad undertaken to 
execute. 

The publick has had, from another pen,' a long 

1 Bitch MSS. Brit Mu°. 4303. 

2 See gir John HairkinE'e Life of Juhnaon. 
VOL. I. O [ , 
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detail of what had been done in tliis countiy by prior 
Lesicographers : and no doubt Johneon was vise, to 
avjul himself of them, so far as they went : but the 
leameiJ, yet judicious research of etymology, the 
rarious, yet accurate display of definition, and the 
rich collection of authorities, were reserred for the 
superior mind of our great philoli^;iat Fen- the taie- 
chanical part he employed, as he l«ld me, six ami^ 
nuenses ; and let it he remembered by the natJTes of 
North -Britain, to whom he is supposed to have been 
so hostile, that fiTe of tliem were of that country. 
There were two Messieurs Macbeau; Mr. Shiels, 
who, we shall hereafter see, partly wrote the Lires of 
the Poets to which the name of Gibber is affixed j* 
Mr. Stewart, son of Mr. George Stewart, bookseller 
at EdiDburgh ; and a Mr. M^tland. The sixth of 
these humble assistants was Mr. Peyton, whoj 1 be- 
lieve, taught French, and published some elementary 
tracts. 

To id! these painful lalnurers Johnson shewed a, 
never-ceasing kindness, so far as they stood in need 
of it. The eider Mr. Macbean had afterwards the 
honour of being Librarian to Archibald, DuLe of ' 
Argyle, for many years, but was left without a shillings 
Ji^nson wrote for him a Pre&ce to, " A System ef 
And^nt Geography;" and by the fe,Tour of Lord 
Thurlow, got him admitted a poor brother of the 
Charterhouse. For Shiela, who died of a consum^ 
tion, he had much tenderness; and it has be^ 
thought that some choice sentences in the lives of 
the Poets were supplied by him. Peyton, when re- 
duced to penury, had frequent aid from the bounty 
of Johnson, who at last was at the expense of burying 
him and his wife. 

While the Dictionary was going forward, Johnson 

1 See vsL ui. under April l«, 1? 9, 
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lived part of the time iu Holbom, part in Gougli- 
Bquare, Fleet-atreet j uid he had an upper room fitted 
up like a coustiiig-houBe fi>r the purposej in which he 
gave to the copyiata their several tasks. The words, 
partly taken hma other dictionaries, and partly sup- 
plied by himself, having been first written down with 
spaces left between them, he delivered in writing 
their etymolo^es, definitions, and various significa- 
tions. The authorities were copied &om the books 
themselves, in which he had marked the passages 
with a black-lead pencil, the traces of which could 
easily be efiaced. I have seen several of them, in 
which that trouble had not been taken ; so that they 
were just as when used by the copyists. It is re- 
markable, that he was so attentive in the choice of 
the passages in which words were authorised, that 
one may read page after page of his Dictionary with 



improvement and pleasure ; uid it should not pass 
unobserved, that he has quoted no authour whose 
writings had a tendency to hurt sound religion and 
morality. 

The necessary expense of preparing a work of siu;h 
magnitude for the press, must nave been a consider- 
able deduction from the price stipulated to be paid 
for the copyright. I understand that nothing was 
allowed by the booksellers on that atcount; and I 
remember his telling me, that a large portion of it 
having, by mistake, been written upon both sides of 
the paper, so as to be inconvenient for the compositor, 
it cost him twentypounds to have it transcribed upon 
one side only. 

He is now to be considered as " tugging at his 
oar," as engaged in a steady continued course of occu- 
pation, sufficient tn employ all hts time for some years ; 
and which was the best preventive of that constitu- 
tional melancholy which was ever lurking about him, 
ready to trouble his quiet. But his enlarged and 
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^ivelr mind could ntit be eatisfied "vrkhout miav di- 
versity of eniddyment/aml the '[Jeaeure iif animated 
relaxation. He therefore not only ex«ted his talents 
in occasional composition, very different ^m Lesico- 
grafdiy, but formed a club in Ivy-lane, Patemoster- 
. row, with a view to enjoy literary discussion, and 
ftiAiise Ilia ercning hours. The members associated 
•with him in this little sodety were, his beloved friend 
Dr. Richard Bathurst, Mr. HswkeswOrth, afterwards 
well known by his writings, Mr. John Hawlcins, an 
attorney,' and a few others of different professioiu. ' 

In the Gentleman's HagaKine for May of this year 
he wrote a " Life of Iuiscomm<n,"* with Notes; 
which be afterwards much immoved, (indoithig the 
notes into text,) and inserted amongst his Lives of 
the English Poets. 

Mr. Dodsley this year brought out his Precbptor, 
one of the most valuable books for the improvement d 
youngminds that has appeared in any language ; and 
to tliis meritorious work Johnson furnished " The 
Preface,"* containing a general sketch of the book, 
with a short and perspicuous recommendation of each 
Article ; as also, " The Vision of Theodore, the Her- 
mit, found in his Cell,''* a most beautiful allegory of 
human lifo, under the figure of ascending the moun- 
t^B of Existence. The Bishop of Dromore heard Dr. 
Johnson say, that he thought this was the best thii^ 
he ever wrote. 

In January, 17*9, he published '" The Vanity ow 

I He wu sftcnrwdg for Bereod jam Chuimu of the Middle. 



King, accepted tlie nnial offer of knigjilhood. He ig suthour of 
'■ A Hi^uny of Mu«ick," in five voluiua in quarto. Byoaatduoui 
■nenduicc upiHi Johnson in hia last illness, he obtained the office 
of one of hiB executore ; in oi>nEcqueDcc of which, the boolueUers 
of London emplojed him to publith sn e^tiim of Dri ^duuon | 
Wai\s, apd ta write liii Lif^. . . - 

i,.„rMr. C.OO'ilc 
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HoHAjf WisHEB, being the Tenth Satire cf Juvenal 
imitated."* He, I believe, cranpoaed it the preceding 
vear.' Mrs. Johason] fbr ^e euce of country air, had 
lodgings at Hampetead, to which he resorted occasion- 
allv, and there the greatest T^rt, if not the whole, of 
this Imitation was written. The fervid rapidity with 
which it was produced, is sc&rcely credible. 1 have 
h^ird him say, that he composed seventy lines of it in 
one day, withmit putting one of them upon p^er till 
thev were finished. I remmiber when I once regretted 
to nim that he had not given us more of Juvenal's 
Sftdres, be said, he prohBidy should give more, for he 
had them all in his head ; by which I understood, that 
ha had the origiDalB and correspondent allusions float- 
ing in his mind, which he could, when he pleased, era- 
body and render permanent without much labour- 
Some of them, however, he observed, were toogrosafw 
imitation. 

The profits of a single poem, however excellent, w^ 
pear to nave been very small in the last retgn, com*-, 
pared with what a publication of the same »ze has 
Btnce been known to yield. I have mentioned, upon 
Johnson's own authority, that for his London he had, ' 
only ten guineas; and.now, after his fiune was e6t»- 
Uisbed, he got for his " Vanity of Human Wi^es " 
but five guineas more, as is proved by an authentick 
document in my poosession.* 

1 Sir John HawUiu, iri>h ao'\eam inaMoni^, rmrMentB thii 
poem M s DonKqaence of the indifi'nait receptiOD of liu tneedj. 
But the &ct !■, tbU the poem wu puUiahcd gn tt)e 9tli <^ Ja- 
niuu7, and the tngedj' wai not Kted (ill the 6tb of the Febnuif 
fbUowini. 

S " Nov. 26, 17^8, 1 KCtned of Mr. Dodslej- SAtai goiiiesi, 
for irtikh I uswi lo lum the rigbt of copy of an Imitslion of the 
Tenth Satire of Javeoil, wriaoi bf me ; leBervitig to myaelf the 
li^t of printing one editioa. Sau. JoHMsair." 

" Lcodon, W JuDB, 178& A Inie aopj, fnun the orj^nal in 
Db JduMon'i hud-wnlu^ Jjut. I>oi(Si.Ex.|* 

oS 
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tt will be obserred, that he i^ecires to liimself the 
Hght of printing one' edition oi this satire, which 
was his practice upon occasion of the sale of all )iis 
writings ; it bein^ his fixed intention to publidi at 
some period, for hia own profit, a complete oollectioii of 
his works. 

His " Vanity of HumsD Wishes " has less of com- 
mon life, but more of a philosophick dignity than his 
" London." More readers, therefore, will be dfilighted 
with the pointed spirit of " London," than with 
the jwofound reflection of " The Vanity of Human 
Wishes." Garrick, for instance, obeerred in hia 
sprightly manner, with more rivadty than regard t« 
just discrimination, as is usual with wits, " When 
Johnson lired much with the Herveye, and saw' a good 
deal of what was passing in life, he wrote his 'London,' 
which is lively and easy : when he became more re- 
tired, he gave us his ' Vani^ of Human Wishes," 
whitji is as hard as Greek. Had he gone on to imi- 



But " The Vanity of Human Wishes" is, in the 
opinion of the best judges, as high an effort of eUiick 
poetry as any language can shew. . The instances of 
variety of disappointment are chosen so judicidusly, 
end painted so strongly, that, the mmnent they are 
read, they bring conviction to every thinking mind. 
That of the scholar must have deprcissed the too san- 
guine expectations of many an ambitious .studeiit.' 

1 Fnnn Jii. lADgtOD. 

2 In thia poem one of die iii»tMKcs meotioned of unfortiuuite 

" He>r Lydkt'g life, snd Galileo's end." 
The hietoij of LydiU bong linle known, t}ie fallowing «c<Miiit of 
liimmsjbeacc^ublelomaiivof my readeiB. It sppewcdus 
riOteinllieSiippleiaeiit tDtheQenlleniait'sAIagsditBfor 1748, in 
vhich some pasuiges extracted from Jpluiaan'e poem ware imeiteil. 
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That of the warrior, Charles of Sweden, is, I think, 
J finished a picture as can poeeibly be con- 



a highly fi 



Were all the other excellencies of this poem anni- 
hilated, it must ever have our grateful reverence from 
its noble conclusion ; ia which we are consoled with 
the assurance that happiness itaay be attained, if we 
" apply our hearts" to piety : 

" Where then AiH hope and fear thdr olqectt find ? 
Shall dull luspeoBe corrupt tlie nsgnant mind ? 
SIuBt helplea man, in ignorance sedate, 
Kdl dukling dtrwn lliG torrent of his fate ? 
Shall no dislike tdami, no wialiea rise,' - 

No cries attempt the mercy of the shies ? 
Inquirer, cease; pedtions yet remain, 
Which Heaven may heai, nor deem Religion vain- 
Still nuae fbr good the gupplicadng voice. 
But leave to Heaven the measure and the dunce. 
Safe in His hand, whose eye diaeems a&r 
The MCiet ambuih of a spedona prayer j 



and it sluiuld have been added in the rabseqaent editions—" A 
very learned divine and inatheiaaticiaa, fellow of New C<dlc^ 
jOxon, and Rector of Olcerton, near Banbnry. He wrote, among 
manv others, a Latin treatise ' De naiara call, ^c' in which l£ 
attadced the sentiments of ScaJiger and Aristotle, not bearing to 
hear it urged, thattofm thmgtare tr%teijt jtfiiiotpphy^ and Jalte in 
divinity. He mode above 000 Semvxis on ^e bannony of die 
Evangelists. Bong unniccesstii] in publishing hi* works, he kf 
in the praoa of Bowrdo It Qi&nl, and in the King's Bendi, till 
Bishop Usher, Dr. Laud, Sr William Boswell, and Dr. Knk, 
released him livpa^K Us debts.' He petiiloBed King Charles I. 
lobe sent inioEthiopia, Ac, to procure HSS. HsTing ^loken ia 
favour of monardiy and lushops, he was plundered by the parlia- 
ntent forces, and twice carried away prisoner ftom his reetoty ; and . 
Afterwards had not a shirt to shift hipi in thre« months, without he 
bortowed it, and died verj' poor in 1G4U." 
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Inline hii aid, in hii dedaoai nM, 
Seoire, wlwW'er be give*, he givcilbe bMt 1 
Yn wfacn the mom of naed presence fire*, 
And itrang deroliwi to the akiee aqires, 
Foot fb^ tl? bnoun lac a hedthfiil nnnd, 
Obedient pMsionf, aod m irill ndgn'd ; . 
For lore, wbieh Kuce adlectiTe man can fill ; 
Fin patience, lorcnign o'ei tranamuled ill ; 
For faith, vhidi panting fbr a happier teat, 
Count* death kind Nature's agnal for re treat ; 
Tbeae goods fbr man the Ian of Hearen tndaia, 
Tbae goods he giants, who grants the power tog^f 
With these edestial wiadoin calms the mind, 
N she does not And." 



Gurridt being nov vested with theatrical power by- 
being manager of DnUT-Iane theatre, he kindly and 
generously made use c^ it to bring out Johnson's 
tragedy, which had been long kept back fbr want o£ 
encouragement. But in this benevolent purpose he 
met with no small difficulty from the temper ta John- 
BMi, which could not brook that s drama which he 
had CMtned with much study, and had been obliged 
to kee^ more than the nine years of Horace, should 
be renaed and altered at the pleastire of an actor. 
Yet Ganick koew well, that without some altera- 
tions it would not be fit for the stage. A violent 
dispute having ensued between them, Ganick applied 
to the Reverend Dr. Taykw to interpose. Johnson 
was at first very obstinate. " Sir, (said be) the 
fellow wants me to make Mahomet run mad, that ht 
aiaj hare an opportunity of tossing his hands and 
Iduiiig his heels." ' He was, hotvever, at last, with 
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difficulty, preVBiled on to comply vith Garrick's 
wishes, so as to allow of some chaDges ; biit Still tbere 
were not enough. 

Dr. Adajns was present tlie first night of the re* 
piTSentation of Irene, and gave me the following 
account : " Before the curtain drew up, there wefc 
«atcalls whistling, which alarmed Johu^u's friends^ 
The Prologs, which was written by himself in a 
manly strain, soothed the audience,' and the play 
went off tolerably, till it came to the conchtsion, 
when Mrs. Pritchard, the heroine of the piece, was to 
be strangled upon the stage, and wiis to speak two 
lines with the bow-string round her neu<. The 
audience cried out ' Murder ! Murder.'' She several 
times attempted to speak; but in Tain. At last abe 
Vas obliged to go off the stage fJife." This passage 
was afterwards struck out, and she was carried, off to 
be put to death behind the scenes, as the play now has 
it. The Epilogue, us Johnson informed me, was 
written by Sir William Yonge. I know not how 

1 The Hcpr o aon used 1>7 Dt. Aduoi wb> " soothed." I 
•hould rather think the audience waa awed by the extnordinaiy . 
qnrit and digoitj of the fallowing Una) : 

Be this at least his proiK, be tbu his pride, 
To fiiree appluise no modern uta ue tried : 
Should partial catcalls all tua hopa confoaod. 
He bids DO trumpet qudl the fittal aoond ; 
Should vdcome sleep reHiere the-weaiy wit, 
He roUs no thunders o'er the drOwsy pit ; 
No snares to captiTat« the judgment spreads. 
Nor bribes your eyes te pr^uiUce your heads. 
Unmov'd, thoDgh witlings sneer and rivals ndl, 
Studious to pleate, yet not tsbamM to laO, 
He acorns the meet addi-ess, the suppliant strain. 
With merit needless, and witliout it vain : 
In Keaaon, Nature, Truth, be dares to trust { ' 
Ye fops be silent, and ye wits be just!" 
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hia play came to be thna gnoed by the pen tf a per- 
■on then so eminent in the political vorfd. 

NotwitiiBtaiidingallthenipptRtof such perfmroen 
as Garriek, Barry, Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. Pritclwrd, and 
every adnota^ of drees and decoration, the tn4i^y 
tft Irene r did not please the puUick. Mr. Garrick's 
seal carried it through tor nine nighty bo that the 
autiour had hia three ni^tt^ pr<wt8 ; and from a 
receipt signed hy hhn, iwir in the nands of Mr. James 
Doduey, it appears that his friend, Mr. Rohert 
Dodaley, gave nun cme hundred pounds for the copy, 
with his usual reserration ctf the ri^ht of one editimi. 

laaHa, considered as a poem, is entitled to the 
praise of superiotir excellence. Analysed into parts, it 
will fiimiM a rich store (f noble sentintents, fine 
Inagerr, and bcMitiful language ; but it is deficient 
in patAos, in tliat delicate power of touching the 
bumaB feelings, which is the principal end of tht 
drams.' Indeed Garrick has complied to me, thai 
Johnstm not only had not the foculty (J nrodudiig the 
impressions of tn^edy, but that he hau not the sen- 
sibility to perceire them. His great friend Mr. 
Walinsley's jBediction, that he would " turn out a 
fine tragedy writer," was, therefore, ill-founded. 
JohnscHi was wise enough to be convinced that be had 
not the talents necessary to write successfully for the 
stage, and never made another attempt in that species 
of composition. 

When Bslced how he felt upon the ill success oT his 
tragedy, he replied, " Like tfie Monument ;" meaning 
that he continued firm and unmoved as that column. 



I Anon Hin (Vol IL p. 36fi,) in ■ letter to lit. MiUel, gins 

~ following Mooutit of Lrene ifter having Ken it : " I wu at 

uKtnuUinu M& Jolinaon'i benefit, wid found the pl>; his 



die following aeoount of 

c tiDgnEecl bjiweNBCM 
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And let it be remembered, as an sdmonidoti to the 
genui iTtilabili! oi draraatidc writers, that this great 
man, instead of peevishly complaining of the bad taste 
of the town, submitted to its decimon without a 
murmur. IJe had, indeed, n^on all oocaei<ma, a ■great, 
deference for the genera] <^nion : " A man (said he) 
who writes a boolt, thinks himself wiser or wittier than 
the rest of mankind ; he supposes thiit he can instruct 
or amuse them, and the publick to whom he appeals, 
must, after all, be the judges of his pretensions." 

On occasion of this play being brought upon die 
stage, Johnson had a fancy thJat as a dramatidc 
autboor bis dress should be more gay than what ho 
ordinarily wore; he therefore appeued behind the 
scenes, and even, in one of the side boxes^ in a scarlet 
waistcoat, with rich gold lace, and a gold-laced haL 
He humorously observed to Mr. Luigton, " that 
when in that dress he could not treat people with the 
same ease as when in his usual plain clothes.'* Dress 
indeed, we must allow, has more effect eVen upon 
strong minds than one should suppose, without having 
had the experience of it. iHs necessary attendance 
while his play was iU rehearsal, and during its per- 
formance, brought him aa[uainted with many of the 
performers of both sexes, which produced a more fa- 
vourable opinion of their profession than he had harshly 
expressed m bis Life of Savage. With some of them 
he kept up an acquaintance as long as he and they 
lived, and was ever ready to shew them acts of kind* 
nese. He for a considerable time used to frequent the 
Green-Room, and seemed to take delight in dissi- 
pating his gloom, by mixing in the sprightly chit-chat 
of the motley circle then to be found there. Mr. 
David Hume related to me from Mr. Garrick, that 
Johnson at last denied himself this amusement, from 
considerations id rigid virtue i saying, " I'll ccane no 
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more behind your ecenes, David ; tor the rilk sUick- 
ings and white bosoms f^ yonr actresses excite my 
amorouB propensities." 

In 17^0, he caine forth in the character for which 
he was eminently qualified, a maje«tick teacher of 
moral and religious wisdom. The vehicle which he 
diose was that of a periodical paper, which he knew 

* had been, upCMi former occasions, employed with great 
success. The Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, were 
the Ust of the kind published in England, which had 
stood the test of a long trial ; and such an interval 
bad now eli^tsed sinc« uieir publication, as made him 
justly think that, to many of his readers, this form of 
instruction would, in some degree, hare tJie adrautsge 
of novelty. A few days beftnv the first of his Essays 
came out, there started another competitor for fame 

' in the same form, under the title of " The Tatler 
iterived," which I believe was " bom but to die." 
Johnson was, I think, not very happy in the choice of 
his title, — " The Rwnbler;" which certiunly is not 
suited to a series of grave and moral diBCOUfses; 
which the Italians have literally, hot ludicrously, 
translated by Jl fa^tdondo; and which has been 
lately assumed as t^ denraninatiiMi of a vehicle of 
Jicentious tales, " The RamUer's Magazine." He 
gave Sir Joshua Reynolds the following account of 
its getting this name : " What mnsl be done, far, vAU 
be done. When I was to begin publishing that paper, 
J was at a loss how to name it. 1 sat down at night 
upon my bedside, and resolved that I would not go to 
pleep till I had fixed its title. The Rambler seemed 
the best that occurred, and I took it."' 

1 I hBTS \uaai Dr. M'arton meatian, that he wu at H^ 
Robert Dodsley't irith the late Mr. - Mpote, and Kteral of his 
friends, coDsideiing what abould b« the nuoe rf the periodical 
paper which Mooie had uodcttakea. Quiick piofoscd the SaUod^ 
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Witfa \fbai. derout and conscientious sentiments 
this paper was undertaken, is^ndenced by the fol- 
lou'ing prayer, which he composed-and offered up on 
the occasion : " Almighty God, the giver of all good 
. things, witliout whose help all labour ia ineffectual, 
and without whose grace all wisdom ie folly; grant, 
I beseech Thee, that in this undertaking thy Holy 
jS|Hrit may not be withheld from me, but that I may 
{tromote Oty glory, and the salvation of myself and 
others : grant this, O Lord, for the sake of thy son, 
Jksus Christ. Amen." ' 

The first paper fA the Rambler was published on 
Tuesday the 20th of March, 1 749-50 ; and its authour 
yf3» enabled to continue it, without interruption, e\-ffly 
Tuesday and Saturday, till Saturday the 17th of 
March, 1752, on which day it closed. This is a strong 
confirmation bf the truth of a remark of his, which I 
hare had occasion to quot« elsewhere,* that. " a man 
may write at any time, if he will set Iiimself doggedly , 
to it ;" for, notwithstanding his constitutional indo- 
lence, ■ his depression of spirits, and his labour in 
canyivg on lus Dictionary, he answered the stated 
calls of the press twice a week from the stores of his 
mind, during all that time ; hanng received no as- 
sistance, except four billets in No. 10, by Miss Mulso, 
now Mrs. Ckapone; No- 30, by Mn. Catharine 
.Talbot; No. 97, by Mr. Samuel Richardson, wbora 

. wtuch, by ■ curious annddence, waa sAerwaidi ^plied to bimaelf 
trf Ooldnnith ; 

" Oui Ganick's > ssDsd, for in Um we lee 

Oil, vini^ar, nigir, and caltncsa agre^!'' 

At Lut, the eompanr banng an 

ihtj *pproied having been of 

Tftr fforfrf. 

1 Tnyets and M«dkationB, p. 9. 

2 Jwnul of n Tout to the H«btidee, 3d. eiii. p. SB. 

VOL. t. " ' 
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he daoribea in m intndnctoiy note » ^ An andiour 

who has enlat^ged the Imcnrledge of human nabire, 
and tan^t the paancKia to more at the omnmaDd of 
riilue;" and Numben 44 and lOQ, by Hn. Eliaa- 
beth Carter. 

Poatertt]r will be aatoniahed when they are told, 
mm the authwitr of Johnstm tiim—lf, that many «f 
tMK ditcoaneB, imch we sbeuld ■umwae had beat 
laboured with all the slow attentiixi of utcniy leison^ 
were written in hacte u the moment Tgnmtd, without 
eren being cead orer W him befi)re they were printed. 
It an be accounted n>r only in this vay; that by 
reading and meditalitm, and a very doee inspectiaD of 
life, he had aocumulated a great Antd at miioellaneeus 
knowledge, wliich, I^ a pewliar promptitude d mind, 
waa ever ti»dy at hie call, and wUch he had constantly 
aocuatomed himself to dothe in the meet uit and 
mereetick expmmoa. ^ Joehua Reynohb once 
uked lilm by what meaaa he. had attained his extra- 
ordinary accuracy and flow of language. He bdd him, 
that he had cariy laid it down aeafixedruk todohk 
beet on erery occaman, and in every company ; to im- 
part whatever he knew in the moat forable language 
Le could put it in ; and Uiat by constant practice, and 
never mnering any careless expresaiouB to escape him, 
«r attempting to deliver his thoughts without ar- 
ranging them in the clearest manner, it became hafa^ 
tualto him. 

Yet he was not altogether unprepared as a periodi- 
cal writer ; for I hare in my possession a small duo- 
decimo volume, in which he nas written, in the fonu 
of Mr. Locke's Common-Place Book, a varietv of hints 
£>r essays on different subjects. >He has marked upon 
the first bhink leaf of it, " To the 138th page, col- 
lections for the Rambler;" and in another place, 
" In fiftyrtwo there were seventeen ]norided ; in 97*-* 
SI ; in 190— S£." At aanbnquHit period (probRbly 
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«ft«r the woii was finished) he added, " lu all, tikea. 
of prorided materialB, 30." 

Sir John Hawkins, who is unlucky upon all occa* 
sic»8, tells na, that " this method si accumulatinv 
intelligence had been practised hy Mr. Addison, and 
k humorously described in one of the Spectators, 
wherein he feipis to have dmi^ted his paper of bo* 
tanda, consisting of a diverting medley of broken Ben- 
tences and loose hints, which he tells us he had col- 
lected, and meant to make use of. Much of the sam* 
land is Johnson's Adversam." ' But the truth is, 
that there is no resembl&noe at all between them. 
Addison's note was a fiction, in which unconnected 
fragments of his hicubrations were purposely jumbled 
blether, in as odd a manner as he could, in mder to 

Cduce a laughable effect Whereas Johnson's ab- 
nations are all distinct, and applicable to each 
eitMect of which the head is mentioned. 

For instance, there is the following specimen : 

" Yottth'i Entry, Sjc. 

' " Baxtn-'s account of things in whidi lie had 
chanced his mind as he grew up. Voluminous. — No 
vonder. — If every man was to tell, or mark, on how 
many subjects he has changed, it would make vole. 
but tlie changes not always observed by man's self.^ 
Frmn pleasure to bus. ybunnesi^ to quiet; from 
tboaghtfti]ne8s to reflect, to ^nety ; from dissipation 
to domestic, by impercept. gradat bat the change is 
certain. Qii^nonprogTed'hpTogrett.eueContjncimtu. 
Look back, consider what was thought at some dist. 

" Hope predom. u youth. Mind not wiliingfy in- 
dti^et wipleaiing thoughts. The world lies w en&- 

1 Ba>kiw>UibofJ(«nMKi,p.«l8. 



160 rttt Lira «f CiTSO. 

melled befiwe him, as a distant prospect sun-gilt ; ' — ■ 
inequalities only found by coming to it. L,ove is to 
he ail joy— children exceUent — Fame to be constant — 
caresses of the great — applauses of the learned^ 
Bmtles of beauty. 

" Fear of dUgrace — Bashfulaat — Finds things 
of less importance. Miscarriages forgot like excel- 
lencies; — tf remembered, , of no import. Danger of 
sinking into negligence of reputation ; — lest the fear 
of disgrace destroy activity. 

" Confidence in himMelf. Long tract of life before 
him. — No thought of sickness. — Embarrassment ot 
aflairs. — Distraction of family. Pnblick calamities'— 
No sense of the preralence of bad habits. NeglTgent 
of time — ready to undertake— careless to pursue- 
all changed by time. 

" Confident of ojAen— ^tnsuspecting as unexpe- 
rienbed — imaginmg himself secure against neglect, 
nerer imagines they inll venture to treat him ill. 
Ready to trust ; expecting to be trusted. Convinced 

a time of the selfishness, the meanness, the cowardice, 
s treachery of men. 

" Ymith amlatiouB, as thinking honours easy to-be 
had. 

" Different kinds of praise pursued at different 
periods. Of thf gay in youth. — dang, hurt, &c. 
despised. 

" Of the fancy in manhood. Ambit. — stodu— 
ba^ains.— Of the wise and sober in (dd qge — serious.- 
ness— JormaUty — maxims, hut general — only of Uie 
rich, otherwise age is happy — but at last every thing 
referred to riches — no havmg fame, honour, influence, 
without subjection to caprice. 
. " Horace. 

1 Thi* nunt beautiful image of tbe enchantiDg ildiuion of 
7ou(hfuI.proepMt hu not been used in any of Jdimiti'i'tn^i. 
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" Hard it would be if men CDtered hk with the 
same news with which thef leave it, or left as they^ 
enter it. — No hcnve — no undertaking — no regarfl to 
beneri^noe — no tear ot disgrace, &c 

" Youth to be taught the piety of age— age to 
xetain the honour of jmuth." 

This, it will be obaerred, is the sketch of Number 
196 (J the Rambler. 'I shall gratify my readers with 
another specimen : 

" ConfederacUs di^cuk/ wkif. 

" Seldom id war a match for single persons — ^nor 
in peace; therefore kings make themselves absolute. 
'Confederacies in learning — every great work the 
work of one. Bruy, Scholars' friendship like ladies. 
ScribebamuB, &c. Mart. The apple of discord — the 
laurel of discord — the poverty 01 critidsm. Swift's 
ojwnion of tlie power of six geniuses united. That 
union scarce possible. His remarks just, — man a 
social, not steady nature. Drawn to man by words, 
repelled by passions. Orb drawn by attraction, rep. 
^repeUedJ hj centrifuga}. 

" Common danger unites by cni^ing other passions 
—but they return. Eanialityninders compliance. Su- 
periority produces insolence and envy. Too much re- < 
' gaid in eadi to private interest ; — too little. 

" The mischiefs of private and ezcTusire societies^— 
The fitness of ' social attraction diffused through the 
whole. The mischiefs of too partial love of oUr 
country. Contraction of moral duties'— Oi f)i>j)i w 

" Every man moves upon his own centre, and 
therefere repels others from too near a contact, though 
he may comply with some general laws. 
■ " Of confederacy with superiours every one knows 
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the iDCDnvenienoe. With equals, no authority ^- 
ereiy man his own npinim — his own iuterest- 

"*Man and wife liardly united ;—«can» ever with- 
out children. Computation, if two to nae against 
two, how many agauist 6ve? If confcdentdea mere 
easy — useless; many oppresses many. — If possible 
(mly to some, dangerous. Princ^>itm amiaiiat." 

Here we see the embryo of Number 45 i^ the Ad- 
Tenturer ; and it is a connimation of what I shall pF&< - 
sently have occasion to mention,, that the papers in 
that collectios marked T. were written bj*' Johnson. 

This scanty jweparation of materials will not, hoF- 
ever, much £minish our wonder at the extraordinary 
fertility of his mind ; for the mwiortion jrhich they 
bear to the number <rf essays whidi he wrote, is very, 
small ; and it is remarkable, that those for which he 
had made no preparation, are as rich and as highly 
finished, as those tot which the hints were lying by 
him. It is also to be observed, that the , papery 
formed from V& hints are worked up with such 
strength and elegance, that we almost lose eight of 
the hmts, which become like " drops in the bucket." 
Indeed, in several inatanoes, he has made a rery slen.^ 
der nse of them, so that many of them remain still 
unapplied.' 

1 ^ John HawUna hw Mtected from Una little oalkctkn of 
oiatciUlB, whu he aHis the " Kudimenta of tro of the jnpm of 
the RanjUer." But he heB not been able to read the mwiUKr^ 
dutindly. Thue he vritea, p. 26S, " Sailor's bte any muisiani'' 
vhereu the ori^nal is " SbiW's Ufe my aversion." He hai bIso 
tnnEeribed the unappropriated hints on Wriieri for ireai, in 
vhtch he decfphcrs these notable pascases, one in lJuaa,Jat»i mm 
fama, instead of fami tart fams ; Johnson having in hii mind 
what Thuanus ars of the Icsmed German antiquary and lingiutt, 
Xylander, vho, he tells us, lived in euch poverty, that be waa 
luppoeed Jima hdr famx tcrV/tre t and Bnother in French, De^ 
genti dc Jbtt el qff^ f argent, imteaioC Degmiti ieJiiKc(ta 
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Aa the RamHer was entirely the work of one man, 
l^ere was, of course, such a uniformity in its test«re, 
as very much to exclude the charm of Toriety; and 
the grave and often solemn cast of thinking, which 
diatinguished it from other periodical papers, made it, 
fiirsome time, not generally liked. So slowly did this 
•xcellent work, of which twelve editions have now is- 
sued from the 'press, gain upon the world at large, that- 
even in the closing number the authour says, " I have 
■ever been much a bvourite of the publick." 

Yet, very soon after its commencement, there were 
who felt and acknowledged its uncommon excellence. 
Verses in its pruse appeared in the newspapers; and 
the editor of tne Gentleman's Magtwine .mentions, in 
Qctober, his .having, rec^ved several letters to the 
' >ame purpose, from the learned, 'f. The Student, or- 
Oxfbm and Cambridge Miscellany," in which Mr. 
BonneU .^hornton and Mr. Caiman .were the principal 
writers, describes it as." a.work that exceeds any thmg 
of. the Jdad- ever puUtshed.iiL this kingdom, some ^ 
the Spectators excepted, — if indeed they may he ex- 
cepted." And afterwards, " May the publick bvours 
crown his merits, and may not tl^e English, under the 
auspicious reign of Geoboe the Sea>nd, neglect a 
man, who, had he lived in the first century, would 
bare been one of the greatest &vonrites of Augustus." 
This flattery i^ the monarch had no effect. It is too 
wdl known, that the second George never was an 
Augustus, to learulng or genius. 

Johnson told me, with an amiable fondness, a little 

S leasing circumstance relative to this work. Mrs. 
ohuson, in whose judgement and taste he "had great 
confidence, said to him, after a few numbers <a the 

old word fin rammntij el ^ffbmd fargaU. Tb» minnaciipt 
bong written in an eicudingly uhbU band, is indeed vet; hard to 
i«ad;.biit U would bsve been beH«r to have left Uuiki than to 
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BuaUer had oome out, " I tfaooght very veil of yOu 
lidOTe ; but I did not ima^ne you could hare writtcD 
any tiling equal to tiiis." Distant pnuwe, from wliat- 
erer quarter, is not m deligbtfiil as that of a wife 
whom a man lorea and esteems. Her ^>probatioii 
laay be said to " ccme home to his boMom ;" and 
being so near, its effect is most sensible and per- 
manent- 
Mr. James El^lnston,. who has snce puUidied 
various wnrki, and who was -erer esteemed by Johnson 
aa a wmihy man, lu^pened to be in Scotland while 
the BamUer was craning out in single papers at Lon- 
don. With a laudable zeal at once fi^ the improve- 
ment «f his GOuntaTmen, and the reputation of his 
friend, be suggested and totdc the charge of an edititm 
of those Essays at Edinburgh, which ftdlowed pro- 
gressivelv the Londrat put:^cation.' 

The {(Hlowing letter written at this time, thoogb 
not dated, will shew how much pleased Johnson was 
with this publication, and what Idndnees and regard 
be bad for Mr. Elphinston. 



" TO MB. JAKES I 

" DKAK sia, liVo date.l 

" I CANNOT bat confess the failure^ of my crare- 

Bpmdence, bat hope the same regard which you ex- 

preaa fin- me on every other occasion, will inclme you 

to fio-give me. I am Mften, very oft«n, ill ; and, wnen 

I It VH execntcd b the pntnliig.offiee of SuicU, 9Ian>r> ■'■^ 
CedinD, with uncomiiKKi d^iancc, uprai wridng paper, att iva- 
decmm nie, and willi ihe greatot coirectneat : and Ur. iflphinaton 
tniidied it with tnuialaiioiiB of the motioi. When comueted, it 
made d^thaod^ime Toluines. It u, unqneMioaablj, Ok matt 
accurate and beautiful edition of thii work ; and there twiug but a - 
■"■all imimsBoi], it i> oow beocxnc BCsice, and nUs at a fa; hi^ 
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I am well, am obliged to work: and, indeed, have 
never much used myself to punctuxlity. You are, 
howerer, not to make unkiad inferences, when I for- 
bear to reply to your kindness; for be assured, I ne- 
ver receive a letter from you without great pleasure, 
and '3 very warm sense of your generoeity and fnend- 
sbip, which I heartily blame myself for not cultivating 
with more care. In this, as in many other cases, I , 
go wrong, in opposition to convicti<»i ; for I think 
scarce any temporal good equally to be desired with 
the regard and ramiliarity of woithy men. I hope we 
shall be some time nearer to 6ach other, and have a 
more ready way of pouring out our hearts. 

" I am glad that you sdll find encouragement to 
proceed in your pubhcation, and shall beg the fovour 
of six Qiore volumes to add to my former six, when 
you can, with any convenience, send them me. Please 
to present a set, in my name, to Mr. Ruddiman,' of 
whom, I heaTj that his learning is not his highest excel- 
lence. I have transcribed the mottos, and retumet) 
them, I hope not too late, of which I think many very 
happily performed. Mr. Cave has put the last in the 
magazine, in which I think he did well. I beg of 

i'ou to write soon, and to write often, and to write 
ong tetters, which I hc^ in time to repay you ; but 
you must be a patient (^editor. I have, however, this 
(J gratitude, that I think of you with regard, when 
I do not, perhaps, give the proofe which I ought, of 
being, sir, 

" Your most obliged add 

" Most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnsom." 

1 Mi. Thomaa Ruddbuan, the learned gnnrniarian of Scadand, 
irell koovD tor his varions excellent works, and Toi his accurate 
<diti«Hof HveralaudiouiB. Hewaaabi n man of umiMtirartli^F 
piiat^ dianKts. Hie »b1 tor the Royal House of StuMt dU &M 

Knd« him ksa eMiinable io Dt. lobaatm't ft- 
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This yew he wrote to fhe same gendenutu another 
letter upon a mDUmfiil occasioD. 

"TO ME. J&MES ELPHmSTON.' 
"BXASum, " September SS, 1 7SO. 

" Yon havCj as I find by everv Hnd of eyidencej 
lost an excellent mother ; and I nope you will not 
diiok me incapable of partaking of your grief. I hare 
a motber, now eighty-two years of age, whom, there- 
fitre, I mitst soon lose, Tinless it please God that she 
should rather mourn for me. I read the letters in 
which you relate your mother's death to Mrs. Stn^ 
hau, and thinlc I do myself honour, when I tell you 
that f read them with tears ; but tears are neither to 
you nor to m« of any further use, when once the tri- 
bute of nature has been paid. The business of life 
summons us away from useless grief, and calls us to 
the exercise of those virtues of whidi we are lamenting 
wir deprivation. The greatest benefit which one fiiend 
can confer upon another, is to guard, and excite, and 
elevate, his virtues. This your mother will still per- 
form, if you diligently preserve the memory of ner 
life, and of her death : a life, so far as I can learn, 
useful, wise, and innocent ; and a death resigned, 
peacefiil, and holy. I cannot forbear to mention, that 
neither reason nor revelation denies you to hope, that 
you may increase her happiness by obeying her pre- 
cepts ; and that she may, la her present state, look 
with pleasure upon every act of virtue to which her 
instructions or example have contributed. Whether 
this be more than a pleasing dream, or a just opinion 
of separate spirits, is, indeed, of no great importance 

1 Hi.Jrom El^dnuon, (ftei an Bcdn life ^ent ui die cuiw 
•fMUsiMi,learaiiig,andTiitiw,died(nlheeih'afOcU)b«, IQOSi 
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to us, when we consider ourselves u acting under the 
eye of God ; yet, sure]y, there is something pleasing ' 
in the belief, that our separation from those whom we 
love is merely COTpor«al ; and it may be a great in- 
citement to virtuous friendship, if it can be made pro- 
bable, that that union that nss received the divine 
approbation shall continue to eternity, 

" There is one expedient by which you may, in 
some degree, continue her presence. If you write 
down minut^y what you remember of her from your 
earliest years, you wul read it with great pleasure, 
and receive from it many hmts of soothing recollection, 
when time shall remove her yet ferther from you, and 
vour grie^ shall he matured to veneration. To this, 
nowever painful for the present, I cannot hut advise 
you, as to a source of comfort and satis&ction in the 
time to come ; for all comfort and all satisiactioii is 
sincerely wished you by, dear sir, 

" Your most obliged, most obedient, 

" And most humble servant, 

" Sah. Johnson." 

The Rambler has increased in &me as in age. Soon 
after its first folio edition was concluded, it was pul>< 
lidied In six duodecimo vcdumes; and its antnour 
lived to see ten numerous editions of it in London, 
beside those of Ireland and Scotland. 

I profess myself to have ever entertained a profound 
veneration for the astonishing force and vivacity ot 
mind which the Rambler exhibits. That Johnson had 
penetration enough to see, and seeing would not dis- 
guise the general misery ct man in this state of bein^, 
may have given rise to the superficial notion of his 
being too stem a philosopher. Uut men of reflection 
will he sensible that he has nven a true representa* 
. tjon of human existence, and that he has, at tiie same 
' time, with a generous benevolence) displayed every 
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cmisolUiDD which our atitte affords us ; not only tboee 
arifiiiig A«m the hopes of futurity, -but such as may be 
attajned in the tmniediate pn^reea through life. He 
has not depressed die soul to despuocknt^ and iodif- 
ference. He has eveiy where inculcated study, Ja- 
bour, and exertion. Nxy> he has . shewn, in 3 very 
odious light, a man khose practice is to go altout dark- 
ening the views of others, by perpetual com^aints 
of evil, and awakening those omsiderations of daikgcr 
and distress, which ate, for the most part, lulled 
into a quiet oblivion. This he has done very strondy 
in his character of Suspiring' from which G<M- 
sraith took that of Croaker, in his comedy of " The 
Good-natured Man, " as Johneon told me he ac- 
knowledged to him, and which ia, indeed, very ob- 

To pmnt out the numerous si^jects which the Bam-- 
bier tre^ with a dignity and per^cuity which are 
there united in a manner which we e^sii jui vtun look 
ffH" any wliere else, would take up too large a portion 
«f my book, and would, I trust, be superfuous, con- 
sidenng how universally those volumes are now dis- 
snnhiatied. Ereo the' most condensed and brilliant 
sentences which they contain, and whidi have very 
properly been selected under the name *rf " Beau- 
JIEB,"* ane 1^ considerable bulk. Bat I may rfiortly 
observe, that the Hambler famishes sudi an assem- 
blage of discourseB on practiciU religion and moral 
duty, of critical inTestigations, and allegorical and (hi- 

' 1 No. 66. 

3 Dr. Jiduiaan «b> gratified by miag thii adectjoi, and wnitc 
n Mr. Kenrif?, bookKlICT in Fle«urtn<et, the fUkuriog note 1 

" Mr. JahiuoniendBoompliiqmtGtaMr. Eeanlej, and battle 
^vouT td ieeina liim u taon ai he caa. Ht> Kearney is desiral 
p] bring withhim the last edition of what he has henouiGd with the 
ruse of Beaitties. 

» May a), U82." 
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ental tales, that no niiiiilcKn bethought rely delident 
that hasj by constant. Btody aud- meditation, assimi- 
lated to itself alt that may be found there. .No, 7> writ- 
ten in Paesion-week on abstraction and Belf-^xumina- 
ti<Hi, and No. 1 10, od penitence and tiie placalntity of 
tJie Difino Nature, cannot be too often read. No. 54, 
on the effect which the death of a friend should ha»o 
mion us, though rather too dispiriting, may be occa- 
sionally rery medicinal to the mind. Erery one most 
snppoee the writer to have been deeply impressed by 
a r^ scene; but he told me that was not the case ; 
vbichishews how well his hacy could conduct him to 
the " bouse of mourning." Some of these more soleaiu 
papers, I doubt not, particularly attracted the notice 
of Dr. Young, the aathour of " The Night Thoughte," 
of whom my estimation is such, as to redton his ap- - 
«Iause an honour even to Johnson. I have seen to- 
nimes of Dr. Young's copy of the Rambler, in which 
Ite has marked the passages which he thought parti- 
cularly excellent, % folding down a comer irf Ae 



^^ree are marked by double folds. I am sorry that 
some of the volumes are lost. Jnhnson was pteai ' 



page ; and such as he rated in a super-eminent d&- 
■ ' ■ '■■'■>' } ^ -■ - 

"when told of the minute attention with which Young 
had signified his approbation of his Essays. 

I will venture to say, that in no writings whatever 
can be finmd mtaeiark and tteeljbr the nmtd, if I ia»f 
-use the expression; more that can brace and inn- 
. gorate every manly and noble sentiment. No, 82, on 
'patience,' even under extreme misery, is wonderfully 
iofty, and as much above the rant of stoidsm, as the 
-Sun of Revelation is brif^ter than the twilight of 
Pagan phihisophy. I never read the following sen- 
tence without feeling my frame thrill ; f I think tfiere 
is some reason for questioning whether the body and 
mind are not so proportioned, that the one can bear 
all which can be inflicted on the other; whether virtue 
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cUDot stand its oroimd a> loag aaJiie, and whetbep 
a soul well prindpled trill not be HMMier Bepantted tlian 

Thou^ jnstmctioii be tbe predonunant poipme at 
tbe Rambler, yet it 'u enliTened with a oomaiaeisbfe 
portioa rf Bmiiaeineiit. Nothing out be more erro- 
oeouB than tbe notiiHiwliiGfa some p^wms have ent^- 
tuned, that JiJuiwhi was (ben a retiied antlteur, 
ignorant of the world ; and, of oaaatifaeaot, Hutt ha 
wrote imly from bia imaginatun, whoi he deaoibed 
characters and mannen. He aaid to ne, that befiire 
be wrote that wivlc, he had been " nmning about tbe 
world," M he expteaaed it, more than almost any 
body ; and I have beard him relate, with much aatis- 
&ction, that sereral of the characters in the BamUer 
were drawn so naturally, that wheu it first dradated 
in numbers, a dub in one of the towns in Essex iiB»- 
gined themselves to be severally exhibited in it, and 



e mudi incensed against a person who, they « 

ted, had thus made them objects of pulJidi noti 

nor were they quieted till anthentick assurance was 



given them, that tbe Kambler was written by a per- 
son who had never heard of any one of them. Some 
of the characters are believed to have been actually 
drawn from the life, particularly that of Prospero fium 
Garrick, who never entirely forgave its pointed satire. 
For instances of fertihty or £tiKv, andT accurate de- 
scription of real lift, I a^^teal to No. 19, a man whs 
wanders hom one prol^nuHi to another, with most 
plauaible reasons fw every change : No. Si, female 
HStidiousneas and timorous refinement : No. SS, a 
virtuoso who has cdlected curieuties: No. 8S,jietty 
modes of entertaining a company, and oHtciliating 
kindness: No. 163, fortune-hunting: No. 19^— 195, 
a tutor's account of the follies of his pupil ; No. 197 
—196, legacy-hunting : He has given a spedmen of 
tia nice <^rvatioD of lie mere extermil a 
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of life, in the ftdlowing passage in No. 179) against 
afiectation, that frequent and most disgusting quality : 
" He that atanda to contemplate tlie crovas that fill 
the streets of a populous dtv, wffl see many passeu- 
eers, whose air smd motions it will be difficult to be- 
ntAd without contempt and lai^hter; but if he exa> 
mine what are the anpearances tiiat thus powerfully 
excite bb rimlHlity, he will find among them neither 
poverty nor disease, nor any invohmtary or painful 
defect. The disposition to derision and insult, is 
awakened by the softness of foppery, the stpell of io- 
Bolence, the liveliness of lerity, or the solemnity of 
grandeur; hy tbe sprightly trip, the stately stalk, 
tite foTTUtd strut, ami the lofty mien ; hy gestures 
intended to catch tbe eye, and hyJoo^ elaborately 
formed as CTidenees of importaoce." 
' Ere^page of the 'Rambler shews a mind teeming 
with cTasffloil allumon and poetical imagery : illu»< 
trationB from other writers are, upou all occasions, sa 
ready, and mingle so easily in his periods, that the 
whoK appears of one uniform rivid texture* 

The style of tliis work has been censured by some 
shallow criticks as involved and turgid, and abounding 
with antiquated and hard words. So ill-feonded is the 
first part of this objection, that I will chaUedge all 
who may honour this book with a perusal, to point 
«Bt any EneKsh writer whose laugjuage conveys his 
neaning with equal force and perspicuity. It must, 
indeed, be allowed, that the structure of his sentences 
is expanded, and often has soinewhat of the inversion 
of Ijitin; and that he delighted to express fbniUar 
Noughts in philosophical language ; bemg in this the 
. reverse of Socrates, who, it is said, reduced philosophy 
to the simplicity of common life. But let us attend 
to what he himself savs in his coodudiog paper: 
•* When common wAros were less pleasing' to the 
iear,or letsdistinct in their signifiottiop, I have feini- 
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liarised the teniu of jdiiliMophy, liy. ^^Vlng tlieiD to 
pcniuliu- ideas." ' And, as to t^e seomd port (£ this 
tAtjtxtion, upcn a Ute careful reriaicm of the work, I- 
n with otmfideDce say, tliat it is aroring how few 
tlioae words, for which it haa b> " ' 

teriaed, are actually to he found u 
the proportion of oae to each paper. ThiB idle charge 
ha« been . echoed from one baUder to another, who 
have confounded JohnWMi's Essays with Johnson's Drc- 
tionary ; and because he thou^t it right in a Lexicon 
of onr language to ctdlect many words which had isllea 
into disuae, hut were supported by great authorities, it 
has been imagtsed that mI of these have been iuter^ 
woven ioto his own oompontiws. That some of them 
have been adopted by him unnecessarily, may, perhape, 
be allowed ; but in general they are evidently xa aA-^ 
vantage, ftfr without tbem his stately ideas would be 
confined and cramped. " He that thinks with more 
extent than another, will want words of larger meaiH 
ing."* He once told me, that he had fbrmea hia style 
upon &at of Sir William Temple, and upon Cham-* 
bera'e Proposal for his Diction, 
miatakeo ; or if he imagiQed a 
tatiog Temple, he was very unsucceasfii] ; foi* nothing 
can be more unlike than the simpUd^ of Temple, 
and the richness of Johnson. Their atylea differ aa 
plain cloth and brocade. Temple, indeed, seraift 
equally erroneous in auppoung that he himaelf had 
formed his style upon SJuidya's View of the State of 
Eelirion in tlie Western Parts of the World. 

Tne style of Johnson was, undoubtedly, much fomied, 

a an. that of the great writers in the last centuryy 
ixiker, Bacon, Sanderson, Hakewill, and others ; 

1 Yet tuB atyle did not escape ihe harmless Aatt» of plewaot 
hmioar; for the ingenioua Brnmell Tbrantoa publi^iej <• mock 
B«mbleT in [he Dnur Jane JounuiL 
■ 3 IdlM, Ho.^0. • . ■ ... 
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those " Giants," as they were well chuBcterued by 
A_ QREAT PBRBONAaK, whose authoritf , were 1 to name 
him, would stamp a reverence on the opinion. 
' We may, with the ntmoat propriety, apply to bis 
learaed style that passage of Horace, a part ot which 
he has taken as the motto to his Dictionuy; 

" Cum Idbtint oHitium cauorfi rumel heiieiHt 
Aaddit jH^amiqiie forHtH iplaidorii Imb^miU 
£1 tine pvndere erumt, et konore Sudignafireiitur, 
Vtriavunienloeo,yiiamBuiiiMaTeuiaiity 
El tvrwKtw adkae tatnt f eitttn il a Fttls. 
OtmroM Am popMia Imww (nuf, alf>i> 
Prf/bv( <• iwvM fpKsBM vosahila mnt, 

Mhk (Km ^fhtabyrnntt li d^KTla twteftet I 
4i lKii t elMHM, ipuigaiUerprvAuetritiMut 
rcAoHOM, It BpMat, gurogur tim Hliii uu amiU^ 

^uadet opf Latbimtae beatit divito Ui^iid." ' 

To 80 gT«at a master of thinking, to one of such rast 
mul rarious knowledge as Jt^inwni, mij^t bare been 
allowed a libenl indulgence of tbat licence which Ho- 
race, claims in another place : 

— SifbrleneetiMeit 



/•dtcUf KUMutrart reeaitibui oidlto rfmrn, 
Fiagere ttnchOii tUM exaaMa CeOiegit 
Contingel, datilurque Hetntla nanpta puitnteri 
El nevajlda^ut mptr hateJnmt verbajUtm, H 
Grweofinie caiamt, farce ielotia. Qaiil auim 
CacUh Pteutogve dabU Ramamit, aiemftum 
VWgi&o Fario^t Ego eHr,a^irere fauca 
SifOuitm, imjidtor; eumUngua Catmitd Eaiti 
Sermonem patrUnndilatxrU, ettunaremm 
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Yet JslmBan awiired me, dial lie had ttot taken 
upiw hiin to add took than fimr or five words to the 
£i)^uh language, vS his own fomutioii; and be was. 
Tery much offended at the general licence by no means 
" modestly taken" in his time, not <»i)y to coin new 
words, bat to use many wonis in senaea quite different 
from tbeir estaUished meaning, and Uiose frequently 
Yeej &ntastical. 

Sir Thoroas,Bro«n, wbme IJfe Johnsui wrote, was 
remarkaUy fimd of An^o-Lalin dicdon ; and to his 
example we are to ascrihe JohnscHi's aometimes in- 
dulging himaelf in this kind of phniseolo^.* Johngon'a 
oranprehennon of mind was the mould £h* his lan- 
guage. Had hia conceptions been narrower, his ez- 
{wessiont would hare been easier. Hia sentences have 
a dignified march ; and, it is certain, that hia ex^- 
ple Has giren a general elevation to the language of 
his country, fin- many of our best writers hare x^ 
preached very near to him ; and, from the influence 
which be has bad upon our composition, scarcely any*- 
tiling is written now that is not better espressea than- 
was usual before he appeared to lead we national ' 
taste. 

This drcumatance, the truth of which must strike 
erery critical reader, has been so happily enforced by 
Mr. Cdurtenay, in bis " Moral and Literary Character 
of Dr. Johnson," that I cajjnot prevail on myself to 

1 Hontt.Dc Arte Portico. 

'i TheobaeivBdiai Dfliuh>Tiiu[iimtBtedSii ThoniM Brawn hu 
been made bf many pcwple ; una ktd; jl bsslieen{nBii)ledoii, uid 
illua[isl«d by ■ vanety of quotadotiB &iim Brown, in one <^ the 
papulu Eawrgwrinai by ihe Reverend Mr. Knox, muteiofTuiX- 
Widge-acbool, wboni I have set down in my liMofdiOH wbobBTe 
■omcdaiet not uumecesifoUy imiutcd Dr. Jubnoin'B itylc. 
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withbold it,'liottritlistandinghis,perhapB,'too great 
partiality fnr one of his friends : 

" By DaCure'B gifts ordun'd mankind to rule, 
He, like a TicisD, tbrm'i hia brilliaDt school ; 
' And (aught congenial spiiits to eicrl, 
' Wtule from his lips imprestive wisdom &11. 



Oui boasted Golds hi 






From him deriv'd the sweet, yet nervoUB lay. 
To Fsme'spnmddiffhebadeoui Ra^eHe rise: ' 
Hence RErMoi.Ds' pen viih Rxynolds* pendl rie>> 
Witk Johufni'i flame melodious Bubhec glom. 
While tke grand BMin in snootbet cadencs flows. - 
And jroUf Milone, to crittdc learning devi , 
Conect and elegant, refin'd though cleu, 
Bjr atudfing bim, scquir'd that daaeick taste. 
Which high in Shakqwoie's fane thy statue plsc'd. 
Near Jduisoo Steeveks ^tanda, oQ teaiicb giouiid, 

' Acute, laborious, fertile, aod pcotound. 
Ingenious Hawkeswosth to tMsacboidiire owe. 
And uane the pupil tVom the tutor know. 
Bae eailj parts accompUsh'd JoHES sublimes. 
And scunce tdends with A^'s lofty rhymes : 

. Harmonious Jokes I who in bis qilendld atiuns 
Sings Camdeo's qmrts, on Agra's flowery plains,. 
Id Hindu fietioni while we fbndly trace 
Love and the Muses,- deck'd with Attick grace. 
Amid these name* can Boswell be ftngot. 
Scarce by North Biitons now ealeem'd a Scot ? 
Who to the sage devoted fivm hia youth, 
Imbib'd torn him the sacred love of tiutb ; 
The keen research, the eierdse of mind, 
And that beat art, the art to know mankind.— 
Nor was lus energy confin'd alone 

. To &ienda around his philosophick throne ; 
III iTjJIuenee wide im}irov'd our letter'd itle. 
And lucid vigour mark'd Olt general att/le r 
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Fint o'ci (be ne^ibouiii^ mri di id 



JAaaau'e langaage, kowerer, must be iHtnred ta 
be too Biaacaline for die ddkate gKitlencss of female 
writing. Hii ladiesi tberefinv, wen Btowgdv fornal, 
even to ridicule ; and lure well denominated hy the 
names which be hn pvea tlmn, as MiaeOa, Zcoama, 
Propwantia, Bliododia. 

It has of late been the fiulika to omipare the style of 
Addisen and Johnson, and to de|R«iate, r think, rery 
unjustly, the style of Addiscm as nerveless and feeU^ 
because it has not the straigtli and enei^ of that <i 
Johtiwn. Theirproae may be balsnced like the poetry 
of Dryden snd Feme. Both an excellent, though in 
different ways. Addison writes with the ease of a, 
gentleman. His readers fancy that a wise and ac* 
oanpliEihed companioD is talldng to them ; so that he 
infflnuates bis sentiments and taste into thw minda 
by an imperceptible influence. Johnson writes like a 
teacher. He dictates to his readers as if from an 
academical chair. They attend with awe and ad- 
miration ; and hii precepts are impressed upon them 
by his commanding eloquence. Aadigon'i style, like 
a light wine, pleaBes every body fhim the first. 
Ji^nson's, like a liquw of more body, seems too 
strotag at first, hut, bv degrees, is hi^y relished; 
and such is the meloay of big periods, so much do 
diey captivate' the ear, and seize upon the attention, 
that there is scarcely any writer, however incon- 
riderable, who does not aim, in some degree, at the 
some species of excellence. But let us not ungrate- 
litlly undervalue tiiat besuttAd style, wlu(£ hss 
pleasingly conveyed to us much iBBtructiuu and en- 
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tertaiament. Thongh comparatively Weak, opposed 
to JoJiDSOD's Herculean vigoury let us not call it 
po^tkelf feeWe. Let tis remember tke character of 
nis style, as givea by Johason hitneelf: "What he 
attemptedy he performed; he is never fteble, and he 
did not wish to be energetick ; h« is never rapid, and 
he never stagnates. His seuteDces have neither 
studied amplitude, nor affected hrerity; hia periods, 
though not diligently rounded, are viJuble and easy.'' 
Whoever wishes taattain an English style, Ibnutiar but 
. hot coarse, and elegant but iiot ostentatious, must give 
kis days -imd nights to the vnlumes of- Addistm."^ 
• Though 'the Rambler was aot rconcluded tiH the 
j^ar 1752, 1 shall, under .this year,'sayal) that I have 
to observe^ upon it. Some of the translations of the 
mottos by himself, are admiraUy done. . He sckndw- 
ledgea to have received "elegant translations" ctf 
nrany of them irom Mr. James Elphinston ; and- some 
are very happily translated by a Mr. F. I^eaiU, of 
whom 1 never heard more, exc^ib that Johnson thus 
described hjm to Mr. Malone: "Sir, he lived in 

1 M'lieD Johnion shewed me a proof-dieet of Che dmruter of 
Sddison, in whicb be bo highly eiUds his sljle, I could not help 
^bscTTingy that it hod not been Bis own model, as no two BCjtdt 
oould di%i TDore &om each other. — " Sir, Addinu) had hia c^lct 
and ihavemJDC." — When Iventuied to ask biiD,whethei tbe dif- 
ference did not consist in this, that Addison's style was full of 
idioms, colluquiid phrnses, and proverbs ; and his own moiR stiictlj 
grammatical, and fiee from sucli phisseologr anfl modes of spee^ 
»aui neverbeiitscall; tranalated orunderBloixl byforeigtwn; he 
allowed tKe disoiniinaCion to be jusL — Let any one who doubts it, 
ttj to traoslale one of Addison's Spectators into Latin, French, 01 
Italian ; and though so easy-t fainihar, and el^ant, to an Kn|];lish* 
[Dan, as to give the intellect do trouble; yet he wliuld find thd 
tnuisfiiBian into another language eotreniely difEcult, if not intpOR- 
aible. , But a Ttambier, Adventurer, or Idler, of Johnson, would 
(!|H into any ebaacal or European language, as easily as if it had 
b«CD ori^.'Uly conctdved in iu Biibnev. 

2 I shall probably, in another work, maintain the merit of 
Addiion't pacuy, whick liaa.beea ifry imjiutly depreciated. 
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Londmi, and 1ii)d^ loose uptni society." The con- 
cluding iwper of bis Rambler is at once dienified and 
pathetick. I cannot, howerer, but wish, tbat he had 
not ended tt with an unnecessaiy Greek rerse, trans- 
lated also into an English couplet. It is (oo much 
like tbseonoeit of those dramatick poets, who used to 
conclude each act with a rhyme ; and the expression in 
the first line of big couplet, " Cefeffu/ poneri/* thongb 
prcnier in Pagan poetry, b 111 suited to CbriBtiamty, 
witfi "a conformity" to vhich he consoles himself. 
How much better would it hare fae^i, to have ended 
with the prose sentence " I AaH nercr envy the hi>> 
nnurs which wit and learning obtain in any other 
cause, if I can be numbered among the writers who 
have given ardour to virtue, .and cimfidence to truth." 
His friend. Dr. Birch, being now engaged in pre> 
parmg an ^tion of Ralegh's amaDer pieces, Dr. 
/(dinson wrote tite following lettn to that gentlesnan i 

" TO DB. BIRCH. 
•> Bia, Gon^i^qiiaie, Uqr 12, I7S0. 

" Knowinq that you ore now preparing to &> 
Tour the publick with a new edititm of Ralegh's mis- 
cellaneous pieceB, I hare taken the' liberty to send you 
a Manuscript, which fell by chance withut my notice^ 
I perceive no proob of forgery in my examination «F 
it ; and the owner tells me that, as Me has heard, the 
hand-writing ii Sr Walter's. If you should find 
reason to conclude it genuine, it will be a kindness to 
the owner, a blind person,' to recommwid it to the 
booksellers. 

*' I am, sir, 

" Your most humble servant, . 

" Sah* Jornsoh.* 

) Mn. Willitini ti pntaUjr tlw 
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Hia just jtbfaorrence of MiHon's political Dotions 
WSB ever strong. But this did not prcTent his wami 
adiuiration of Milton's great poetical merit, to which 
he has done illustnous justice, beyond all who have 
wrtttea upon the aubject. And this year he not only, 
wrote s nolt^e, which was spoken by Mr. Ganiw 
before the acting of Comus at Drury-lane theatre^ 
ior the benefit of Milton's ^and-daughter, but toc^ a 
very zealous interest in the success of the charity. 
On Uie day preceding the performance he published 
the following letter in the " General Advertiser," ad' 
dressed to the printer of that paper : 



" That a certain degree of reputation is ac- 
quired merely by approving the works of genius, and 
testifying a regard to the memory of authours, is a 
tnrth t«o erident to be denied; and therefore tn en- 
sure a participation of ^me with s celebrated poet, 
many, who would, perhaps, have contributed to starve 
him when alive, have hei^ied expensive pageants upon 

"It must, indeed, be confessed, that this method 
of becoming known to posteri^ with honour, is peciM 
liar to the great, or at least to the wealthy ; but an 
of^Kirtunity now offers for almost every individual to 
secure the praise of paying a just regard to the iUus* 
trious dead, united with the pleasure of doing good 
to the Hving. To assist industrious indigence, strug- -\ 
gling with cUstress and debilitated by age, is a display 
of virtue, and aq acquisition of happiness and honour. 

" Whoever, then, wiHtld be thought capable of plea- 
sure in reading the works of our incomp^^ble MQton, 
and not so destitute of gratitude as to refuse to lay 
out a trifle in Vational and elegant entertainment, for 
the benefit of his living remains, for the esercigc of 
their own virtae, tlu incieue of their reputation, and 

I -. Cn>0>ilc 
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the ploasing consdougness of doing good, should a,p~ 
pear at Dnuy-lane theatre to-morrow, April 5, when 
Ci^ua wiir be performed for the benefit of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Foster, grand-daughter to the autfaour,' 
and the only surviving branch of bis family. - 

" N. B. There will be a new prologue on the occa-' 
HOD, written by the authour of Irene, and spokcn'by 
Mr. Garrick : and, by particulardeaire, there will he 
added to the Masqud a dramatjck satire, called Lethe, 
in which Mr. Ganick will perform." 

In 1751 we are to consider him as c^rying on 
both his Dictionary and Rambler. But he also wrote ' 
" The Life of Cneynel,"* in the miscellany called 
" The Student ,■" and the Recerend Dr. Douglas 
having with uncommon acuteness dearly detected 
a gross forgery and impo^tion upon the publick 1^ 
William Lauder, a Scotch schoolmaster, who had, 

. with equal impudence and ingenuity, represented 
Milton as u plagiary from certain modem Latin poets, 
Johnson, who had been so tar imposed upon as to 
furnish a Pre^ice and Postscript to his work, now 
dictated a letter for Lauder, addressed to Dr. Douglas, 

- ncknowledging his fraud In terms of suitable con- 
trition. ^ 

1 Mn. Eliiubetb FoBtar died Mb; 9, 1754. 
8 Leat [here should he any pereon, at any (atare period, absurd 
-tnougb to luapect that Johnson was a partner ia Laudei'a fraud, 
-01 had an; knowledge of it, vhen he SHiited him with hig ntast^y 
pen, it i> Vtof here to quote the words of Dr. Douj^aa, now 
BUiop of Salubaty, at the time when he detected the impoeilioD. 
'I Itia lobe hoped, nay it is expected, that the el^ant and nervous 
writer, whose judicious sentinients and inimitable style poiot out 
-the authour of Lauder'i Preface and Postsctipt, wiQ no longerallow 
^me to jriutne £inue//'ui<A All /iNtfA«r). who appeareth 10 little to 
deserve asaistaiice : an aasBtauce which I am persuaded would never 
.have been communicated, hsd there been the least suspicion of those 
facts which I liave been die instrument of conve^g to the world 
- ID th'efc $beela<" MUlmtno Plagiary, Zd edit. p. 78> And Us 
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'. This extn)i»aiiiai7 MtempC of Lauder ms no 
sudden effort He had brooded over it for many 
years : and to this hour it is uncertain what his prin- 
cipal motive was, unless it were a vain notion of his 
BUperiority, in being able, by whatever means, to de- 
oeire mankind. To effect this, he produced certain 
passages frwn Grotius, Masenius, and others, which 
had a faint resemblance to some parts of the " Para- 
dise Lost," In these he interpolated some fragments 
of Hog's Latin, translation or that poem, alledging ' 
uiat the mass thus fabricated was the archetype from 
B'hich Milton copied. These &brications ne puW 
> iished irom time to time ia the Gentleman's Magit- 
zme ; and, exulting in his fancied success, he in 1 750 
ventured to collect them into a pamphlet, entitled 
" An Essay m Milton's Use and Imitation of the 
Modems in his Paradise Loat." To this pamphlet 
*Johnson 'wrote a Preface, in full persuasion of Lau- 
der's honesty, and a Postscript recommending, in the 
Boost persuasive terms, a subscription for the relief of 
a grand-daughter of Milton, of whran he thits speaks: 
" It is yet in the power of a great pemde to reward 
tile ppet whose name they boast, and from their al- 
liance to whose genius they claim some kind of supe- 
riority to every other nation of the earth ; that poet, 
vhose works may possibly be read when every other 
uumuioent of British greatness shall be obliterated ; 
to reward him, not with pictures or with medals, 
sriiich, if he sees, he sees with, contempt, hut with 
tokrats c^ gratitude, which he, perhaps, may even 
pow consider as not .unworthy the regard of an 
imiaortal spirit." Surely this is inconsistent with 
f enmity towards Milton," which Sir John Hawkins 

Ixndship haa been pleased now to BulhoriM tne to t»j, in the 
■tMngEal manntt, that there ig no ground vbiiteTii fbr any un- 
ftvounbte reflectian BgBiaM Dr. JohnKiD, who e^cpretsed the 
Kroogcst iodignatioD .agunsi tifwdfri 
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impatM to 'JolinBrai npou tbas voaiAm, adiiag, '' I 
ODuld all sioag observe that Johnwrn seaned to Rp^ 
prove not only of the demgn, bat of the ar^iument ; 
and seemed to exalt 'in a persoasioii, tbst tlie t«ptita>i 
tioii of Hilton was likely to suffer by tliu disoKverr. 
That he was not privy to the imposture, I am irell 
persuaded; that ne wished wdl to the argument, 
may be inferred from the Pre&ce, vhidi indubitaUf 
was written by Johnson." Is it poesiUe for any man 
of clear judgement to suppose that Jt^mon, who ao 
nobly praised the poedcal excellence of Milton in ft 
Postscript to this very "discovery," as be then 8U{>. 
posed it, could, at the saxse time, exult in a persa»< 
ffon tiiat the great poet's reputation was- likdy to 
su&rbyit? This is an inconsistency of which Jt^insoa 
was incapable ,■ nor tsn any thing more be fairly in- 
fared ^m the Pre&ce, than that Johnson, who was 
alike dtsdngaished for ardent curiosity and love ct 
troth, was pleased with an invesdgatiou W whicb 
both were gratified. That he was acbiated by theas 
motives, and certainly bj no unworthy desire to de> 
I»«date our great qtick poet, is evidoit from his own 
words ; for, after mentioning tbe general ite^ of men 
of genios and literature, "to advance tbe honour and 
distingoisfa the beauties of Paradise Lost," he says, 
** Among the inouiries to which tliie ardour of cnti> 
mm has naturally given occasion, none is more «b- 
scure in itself, or more worthy of rational curiosity, 
than a retrospect of tbe progress of this migh^ genius 
in the construction of bis work ; a view (^ ^e fa^ 
ttick gradoally rising, perhime, frmn sc^ beginnings, 
tiU its' foundation rests in tne centre, and its turrets 

rkle in the (idee; to trace back the structure 
ugh all its varieties to the simplicity of its first 
plan j to find what was first projected, whence the 
scheme was taken, how it was uiproved, by what as*, 
sistanoe it was executed, and fnm wlut stores tin 

l,.„rMI-. C.OO'ilc 
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mitteriall wiOti colleeted^; whether its fiHinder dug 
them&om the quarries of Nature, or demoHsbed oth^ 
buildJDgs to embelliah his own." — la this the lajiguagQ 
of one who wished to blast the laurels of Milton ? 

Though JohnsoD's circumstances were at thi^ time 
bi jrom being easyj his humane and charitable dis- 
position was ,constantIy exerting itself. Mrs. Anno 
Williams, daughter of a very ingenious Welsh phy- 
sician, and a w<Hnan of more than ordinary talentq 
.and literature, baring come to London in hopes ot 
being cured of a cataract in both her eyes, which af^ 
terwards ended in totalbhndnese, was kmdly received 
as a constant visiter at his house while Mrs. J(Jmsoa 
Uved; and, after her death, having come under hia 
roof in order to hare an operation upon her eyes per- 
fmned with more comfort to her thut in lodgings, 
she had an apartment from him during the rest <^ 
her life, at aU times when be had a house. 

In 17^ he was almost entirely occupied with his 
Dictionary. The last'paper of his Rambler was pul>- 
lisbed March H, this year; sfter which, there was a 
cessation for some time of any exertion of bis talents 
as u essayist. But, in the same year. Dr. Hawkes- 
worth, who was his warm admirer, aitd a studious 
imitatw of his style, and then lived in great intimacy 
with him, began a periodical paper, entitled, " Thk 
Adventurer," in connection with other gentlemen, 
fine of whom was Johnson's much-tored friend. Dr. 
Batburst; and, without doubt, they received many 
faluaUe hints fnun his conversation, most of his 
friends having been so assisted in the course of theic 
works. 

■ That there should be a suspension of his literary 
labours durioga part of the year I7Sa, will tiot seem 
fttrwge, when it is considered that sochi aiiEer closing 
his Rambler, he suffered a loss which, there can be nn 
4oubt, aflbcted him with the deepest distreds. For on 

Coujlc 
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the 17th of March, O. S. Us wife died. Wby Sir 
John HftirictnB ahoutd imwamintably take upon him' 
«TeQ to tuppoie that Johneon'e fondiiefls fio" lier was 

aning simulated or 
flasert, that if it was not the ca§e,<' 
had learned by rote," 
proceeded from a want of similar feeling)) u> his own 
breast To argue from her being mudi older than 
Johnson, w'any other drcumstaDcee, that he could 
sot really lore her, is absurd ; for tore is not a subject' 
of reasoning, but of feeling, and therefore there are 
BO common prininples upon which one can persuade 
another ccaceming it. Ereij man feels for himself^ 
and knows how he is affected b^ particular qualities 
in the person he admires, the impressions of which 
are too minute and delicate to be substantiated in 
language. 

The foUowing very solemn and affecting prayer 
vas fonnd after Dr. Johnson's decease, by his iemmt, 
Mr. Francis Barber, who delivered it io my worthy 
friend the Reverend Mr. Strahan, Vicar of Isliiigton, 
who at my e&mest request has obligingly favoured me 
with a copy of it, which he and I compered with the 
original. I present it to the world as an undoubted 
proof of a circumstance in the character of my illus- 
trious friend, which, though some, whose hard minds 
I never shall envy, may attack as superstitious, will 
I am sure endear him more to numbm of good men. 
I hare an additional, and that a personal motive for 
presenting it, because it sanctions what I myself have 
always maintained and am ftind to indulge: 

"AfcV 20, 1752, b^ aAei 12 U night of the 26di. 

" O Lord ! Govemour of hoaven and earth, in 

whose hands are embodied and departed Spirits, if 

thou hast ordained the Souls of the Dead to minister 

to ^« LiTing, and appointed my departed Wife ta ' 
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haye care of me, grant that 1 may enjoy the good 
effects of her attentiun and ministration, vhether 
exerdsed by appearance, impulsee, dreams, orin anjr 
other manner agreeable to thy Government. Forgive 
my preaimiption, enlighten my ignorance, and how- 
ever meaner agents are employed, grant me the 
Messed inflnences ef thy holy Spirit, through Jesna 
Christ our Lord. Amen." - 

What actuaUy followed upon this most interesting 
pieoe of devotion by Johnson, we are not informed; 
but I, whom it hasjileased God to afflict in a similar - 
maDDer to that which occasioned it, hare certain ex- 
perience of benignant communication by dreams. 
' That his love for hi^ wile was «f the most ardent 
kind, and, during the long period of fifty years, was 
unimpaiiaed by the lapse A time, is evident frmn va- 
rious passages in the series of his Prayers and Medi- 
tations, published by the Rererend Mr. Strahan, as 
.well as from other memorials, two of which I select, 
as stronely marking the tendentess and sensibility li 
his mind. 

" March 23,' 1753. I kept this day as the anni- 
versary of my Tetty's death, with prayer and tears in 
the morning. In the evening I prayed for her con- 
ditionally, if it were lawful." 

" April 23, 1753. I know not whether I do not 
too much indulge the vain longings of aSection ; but 
I hope they intenerate my heart, and that when I 
die lilce my Tetty, this affection will be acknow^dged 
in a h^py interview, and that in the mean time I 
am incited by it to piety. I will, however, not de- 
riate too much from common and received methods 
of devotion." 

Her wedding-ring, when she became his wife, was, 

after her death, preserved by him, as long as be lived, 

with an affectionate care, in a little round wooden 

box, ib the inside (^ whidt he pasted a slip ei 

r3 
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paper, tboa inscribed by bun in ftdr chancten, as 
follows: 

" Sheu/ 

£U*. Jahnsoa, 

Xupla Jvl. 9° 1730, 

JSattwt, ekcu T 

■ Hart. IT 1752." 

After his death, Mr. Fi-^ncis Barber, bis ^dthfiil 
servant, and residuary legatee, ofiered tbu memorial 
rf tenikmess to Mrs. Lucy Porter, Mrs. Johnsoo'B 
4au^ter ; but she hariog defined to accept of it, fa« 
had It enamelled as a mourning ring for his old masterj 
«nd presented it to his wife, Mrs. Barker, who now 
lias it. 

The Btate of mind in which a man mnat be upon 
the death of a woman whom be sincerely lores, had 
been in bis contemplation many years before, ia bis 
Ikene, we find toe following fervent and tender 
speech of Demetrius, addressed tohis Aspasiai 

".From duMe blight i^ioni of eUnuJ dftji 
Wli^re now Ihou shio'it anioDgat (by fellow i^ts, 
Amy'd in purer UghC, look down on me I 
In pleo^ng Tiaiciiu bad NSauodie diouns, 
O! wotb mf soul, and teach me how to loae thee." 
' I have, indeed, been told by Mrs. Desmoulins, wbo> 
before her marriEge, lired for some time with Mrs* 
Johnson at Hampstead, that abe indulged herself is 
country air and nice living, at an unsuitable expense, 
while her husband was drudging in the smoke ot 
London, and that she by no means treated him with 
that complacency which is the most engaging ijualiW 
in a wife. But all this is perfectly compatible witli 
bis fondness for her, especially when it is remem> 
bered that he had 
ind thiU 



t he had a high opinion of her understandings 
the impreiHions which ber bewty, .real £c 
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iDioginary, had migiaally made upon his hauy, being 
coudauea bf habit, bad not been effaced, though she 
herself was doubtless much altered for the woraei 
The dreadAil shock of separation took place in the 
ni^ht ; and he immediately despatched a letter to hia 
friend, the Rei-erend Dr. Taylor, which, as Taylor 
told me, expressed grief in the strongest manner he 
had erer read ; so that it is much to be regretted it 
has not been preserved. The letter Was brought to 
Dr. Taylor, at his house in the Cloyiters, West- 
minster, about three in the morning ; and as it sig« 
ni£ed an earnest desire to see him, he got up, aod 
.went to Johnson as soon as he tras dressed, and found 
him in tears aad in extreme agitation. AAer being 
a little while together, Johnson requested him to 
join with him in prayer. He dien prayed eitem-> 
pore, as did Dr. Taylor j and thus by means of that 
piety which was ever bis primary object, bis troubled 
mind was, in some degree, soothed and composed. 
The atxt day he wrote as follows : 



D DR. TAYLOR. 
" DKAR SIR, 

" Lej me have your cMnpanj and iostructionj 
Do not tire away &om me. My distress is great. 

" Pray desire Mrs. Taylor to inform me wh^ 
mourning I should buy fiir my mother and Miss 
Porter, and bring a note in writing iHth you. 

" Bemember me in your prayers, for vain is the 
help of man. 

" I am, dear sir, &c 

" Sam. Johnson." 
» Hudi 18, 1702." 

That his sufferings upon the deatb of his wife wa« 
severe, beyond what are commonly endured, I have no 
doubt, from the infbrmaUon of many who were thea 
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about him, to none of whoia I give mora cradit than 
t« Mr. FraadR Barber, his fiuthM negro gerrant,' 
who came into his iwiily about a furtui^t aiieT the 
dismal eVenL These eiwerings Vere aggrarated by 
the 'melancholy inherent in his constitution ; and al- 
^ou^ he probably was not oftener in the wrong 
tiian she was, in the little disagreements which some- 
tiraes troubled his married state, during which, he 
ewnedto me, that the gloomy irritability of nig esistence 
< was more painiiil to him than ever, he mi^t veiT na- 
turally, al^r her death, be tenderly disposed to charge 
himself with alight omi^ons and offences, the sense 
of which would give htm much uneasiness. Accord' 
ingly we find, about a year after her, decease, that he 
thus addressed the Supreme Being: " O Lonn, who 
giTest the grace of repentance, and hearest the prayers 
lot the penitent, grant that by true contrition I m^ 
ebtain tbrgiveness of all the sins committed, and of aU 
duties neglected, iji my union with the wife whom 
thou hast taken from me ; for the neglect of joint 
derotion, patient exhortation, aiid mild instruction."* 
The kindness of his heart, notwithstanding the im- 
petuosity of his temper, is well known to hia friends ; 
lutd 1 cannot trace Uie smallest foundation for the 

1 TniUH Barber wu bmn in Juudca, and «w brought ta 
bgbnd In VJW bj ColoDci Batlumt, fnlliar of JohuoQ? very 
JBtmM &iaid, Dr. SMhoiM. Hewn gcnt,fbt tome tnne, to Ih* 
Bemcnd Mr. JuiiiHi't ichii^J, at Baitoo, in Yoikahiie. The 
ColoodL, bf bi* will, left him Ms freedom, tnd Di. Buhunt wai 
•flUng IbK be abould enter ioco Johnion'i servict, in which he 
contmued from 1763 till Jahtuon'i detoh, wilh the exeqitioD of 
Om intsmlli in ooe of trtuch, upon aune difibence irith hia 
ttutn, he went u>4 urrcd an apothsaiy in Chcapdde, but HiU 
raited Dr. Johnson oceaoooaLy ; in vurthei, he took ■ fiuwj tQ 

ato •a*. Fart of the time, indeed, he was, bj ibe Tdndntm'ot 
matia, at a •dual in Northamptuylmc, dtat he mi^t luTe 
the advant^ of aome t— "■■■w- So eailf , and so lasting a con- 
nectioa was dioe between Dr. JohnKiii ocd this bumble fiiend. 
'i Pi^m and MedtMbm, p. 10. 
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fi^wing dark and uncharitable asaerticm bj Sir John 
Hawkins: " The apparition of his departed wife wait 
altogether of the terrifick kind, and hu^y afforded 
him a hope that she was in a state (^ happiness." ' 
That he, in conformity with the opinion of many of 
the most able, leamea, and pious Christians in all 
hges, supposed that Uiere was a middle state after 
<(eath, previous to the time at which departed souls 
are finally received to eternal felicity, appears, I think, 
unquestionably from his devotions: " And, O Loru^ 
so tar as it may be lawAil in me, I commend to thy 
fWherly goodness the soul of my departed nAfe; bcs 
seeching thee to grant her whatever is best in her 
present stale, aa&finalli/ to receive her to Vernal hap- 
piness."* But this state has not been looked upon 
nitit horrour, but only as less gracious. 
' He d^otiited Ute remains of Mrs. JofansoU in the 
church of Bromley in Kent,' to which he was pro- 
baMy led by the reudence of his friend Hawkeaworth 
at that place. The funeral sermon which he com- 
posed for her, which was never preached, but having^ 
been given to Dr. Taylor, has been published sines 
his death, is a performance of uncommon excellence, 



» tomb-aKnie, in thedmtdiirfBnmilqr: 

Hk condiuitur reliquiffi 

ELIZABETH^ 

Antiqua Janrnaruni gente, 

Peatlings, spud Ldceatrieiues, artm ; 

Foimoac, culUs, ingeniosa, mie; 

Uiom, piimii ouptiu, Hsnhjci Pokteb, 

Seaindii, Samuelib Johnsom : 

Qui moltum amaUm, diuque ■<i*»>.t^ 

Hoc lapide couieiii. 

QbUt Laamoi, Menae Mait 

■ , . A.D.M1KICUL 
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•ad fiifrof ntinvJ and pioaa couibH U> audi as vQ 
depnaied 1^ that severe affliction whidi JoIuiBon felt 
when he wrote it. When it is considered that it was 
written in Btit^ an agitation of mind, and in the abort 
kiterval between her death and burial, it cannot be 
fcad without wonder. 

■ From Mr. Frsncia Barber I have had the foJlowiBg 
suthentick and artless account of the utuatioD io 
which he found him recently after his wife's death ; 
" He was in great atlliction. Mrs. Williams was then 
living in his house, which was in Gough-square. He 
was bus)' with the Dictionary. Mr. Shiele, and some 
atben o* the gentlemen who had formerly written for 
him, nsed to come about him. He had then little for 
himself, but frequently sent mtmey to Mr. Shiels 
when in distress. The friends who visited him at 
that time, were chiefly Dr. Bathurst,' and Mr. Dia- 
iDond, an apothecary in Cork-street, Burlingtoui 
nrdeuB, with whom ne and Mrs. WiUiams generally 
dined every Sunday. There was a talk of his going 
to Iceland with him, which would probatdy have hap* 
pened, had he lived. There ven. also Mr. Cave, Z^. 
HaWkeaworth, Mr. Hyland, merchant <« Tower-hill^ 
Mrs. Masters, the poetess, who lived with Mr. Cave, 
Mrs. Carter, and sometimes Mrs. Macaulay; also, Mrs. 
Gardiner, wife of a tallow-chandler on Snow-hill, not 
«i the learned way, but a worthy good woman ;- Mr. 
(now Sir Joshua) Reynolds ; Mr. Miller, Mr. Doda* 

1 Dz. Bathunt, though s phyudkii of no inconndenble merit, 
had not the good fartune to get much pnetiee in Londan. He 
Wii, dicrtfbn, WilGng to accept of emplaymeDt ibnod, and, to tfaa 
K^;Kt of sH who kner him. Ml ■ sacriflce to the detaacdya 
dmwte, in'die expedition ^punit the Havantiah. Mi. l^affaa. 
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ley, Mr. Bouquet Mr. Payne, of fatemo^oMwr; 
l>o<:^Be11erB ; Mr. Stnhaa, the printer ; the Earl tX 
Orrery, Lord Southwell, Mr. Garriclc." 

Many are, no doubt, tmiitted in this catalo^e of 
his friends, and in ptuticulsr, his humble friend Mi*. 
Bobert I.eTet, an otecure practiser in physiclc anxngst 
the lower peo[^e, his fees being sometimes very siaali 
tnnns, eometiineB whatever provi^ns his pstients 
could affra^ him ; but of 9ucl> extensive practice in 
that way, that Mrs. WiHimns has t^ Bie, biB walk 
was from Houndsditeh to Marybobe. It iqtpeaav fW«i 
Jdtnson's diary, that their acquaintaaoe ewnmenoeri 
«bout the year 1746; and such wag Jtdnmon's pre* 
^ilection for him, and fimciAil eBtimatioa of bis mot- 
derate alnlities, titat I have beard him »ay he shmild 
not be satiefied, though attended by all the College of 
Physicians, unless he had Mr. Levet with him. Evef 
"since I was aoquainted with Dr. Johnson, and many 
Tears before, as I have been assui^d by tiiose wh« 
Ksew him earlier, Mr. Levet had an apartment in hit 
house, or his (Cambers, uid waited upon him every 
mormng, throogfa the whole course of fail late and 
tedious bicalfast. He was cf a sta'ange grotesque ap- 
pearance, stiff and fennal in his manner, aad seldon 
said a word while any company was jvesent.' ' 

- The circle of bis friends, indeed, at this time was 
ci^tensive And variooB, far beyond what has been ge* 
'nerKtly imagined. To trace his- aeqnaintance with 
each particc3» person, if it oould be done, would be a 
task, of which u>e labour w<Mid not be repaid by titt 
Mdvant^e. But ezceptiona are to be made ; one of 
'which must be a friend bo eminoit as Sir Joshua 
fieynolds, vim was truly his duloe decu», and with 
whom he maintained an nnintermptedintniai^ to tlte 
last hour of lis life. When Johnson Hved in Castlef 
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street, GavKtdi^-Miure, he used frequently to vint 
two ladies who Uvea opposite to him, Miae CottereUfl^ 
daughters of Admiral Cotteretl. Reynolds used also 
to visit there, and thus they met. Mr. Reynolds, as 
J have observed above, had, from the first reading of 
liis Life of Savage, conceived a very lugh admiration 
of Johnson's powers of writing. His conversation no 
less delighted him ; and he cultivated his acquaintance 
with the laudable zeal of one who was ambitious of 
j^eneral improvement. Sir Joshua, indeed, was lucky 
enoa^ at their very first meeting to make a remark, 
wlii(£ was so much above the ctanmon-place style of 
£onversatioa, that Johnson at onoe perceived that 
AOTQoIda had the habit of thinlrine for himself. The 
ladies were regrettine the death <A a friend, to whom 
they owed great obkgations; upon which R^rnolda 
observed, "You have, however, the comfort of being 
reeved trota a burthen of gratitude." They wet« 
shocked a little at this alleviating su^estion, as too 
MbSsh ; but Johnson d^nded it in his clear and 
forcible maimer, and was much pleased with the miH(/, 
the &ir view of human nature, which it exhibited, 
Jike some of the reflections of Roche&ucault. The 
consequence was, that he went home with Reynidds, 
and supped with him. 

Sir Joshua told me a pleasant characteristical anec- 
dote of Johnson about the time of their first ac- 
quaintance. When they were one evening bother 
at tlie Miss Cotterells', the tlien Ducheae of Ar^Ie 
and another lady of high rank came in> Johiem 
thinking that tlte Miss Cotterells were too much au- 
grtissed by them, and that he and his friend wn« 
neglected, as low company of whun they were som^ 
what ashamed, grew angry; and resolving t« shodb 
their supposed pride, bv middng. their great visiters 
imagine that his friend and he were low indeed, he 
addressed himself in a loud tone to Mr. Reynotda, 
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Baying, " Haw much do you think you and I could ' 
get in a week, if we were to «Jor4 as hard as we 
could }" — as if they had been common mecbanicliB. 
• His acquaintance with Bennet Langton, E«q. «f 
Langton, m Lincobishire, another mudi valued friend, 
commenced soon after the conclusion of his Bambler; 
which that gentleman, then a youth, had read with so 
much' admiration, that he came to London chiefly with 
ft new of endeavouring, to be introduced to its au- 
thour. ' By a fortunate chance he happened to take 
lodgings in a house where Mr. Leret fte^uentlv Ti- 
nt^ ; and having mentioned his wish to his landlady, 
■be introduced him to Mr. Levet, who readily 00" 
tained Johnson's permission to bring Mr. Langton to 
lum ; as, indeed, JohnwHi, diu^g the whole courae of 
hia lifbj had no shyness, real or affected, but was easy 
«f Bocesi to all who were prt^rly recommended, and 
tvai wished to see numbers at his levee, as his moTB-' 
ing circle ttf company might, with strict propriety, be 
called. Mr. Langton wa« exceedingly surprised what 
the sage first utpeared. He had not received the 
nualleat intimation of his figure, dress, or manner. 
From perusbg his writings, he fancied he should see. 
s decent, well-drest, in short, a remarkably decorous, 
pfailoai^er. Instead (^ which, down from his bed-, 
diambu', about noon, came, as newly risen, a huge 
uncouth figure, with a little dark wig which scarcity 
covered his head, and his clothes han^g loose about 
bin. But his convocation was so ridt, so animated, 
tmd so fordbb, and hie religious and political notions 
BO congenial witii those in which La^ton had been 
educalxd, that he conceived for him ^t veneration 
and attachment which he ever preserved. Johnson 
was not the less ready to love Mr. Langton, for hia 
being t^ a very ancient family ; for I have heard him 
say, with pleasure, " Langton, sir, has a grant of free 
warren fmn Henry the Second; and Carduul Ste* 
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phen Langton, in King Ji^n'a reigii, Wa» of tliu 
femily." 

Mr. Ltngton aftcnrards went to punue his studiea 
at Trinity Ctdlege, Oxford, wliere he formed an ac- 
* itance with hit fellow atudent, Mr. Ttmhani 
ifietk ; who, though thetr opiniom and modes of 
Kfe were so dii^rent, thst it teemed ntteriy imprcx 
haUe that they diould at all agree, had m udent a 
loTt of literature, w acute an understanding, auch 
cleffaAce of manners, and ao wdl discerned the ez-> 
cellent qniJities of Mr. Laogtcu, a gentleman eminent 
mot Mity for worth and leaning, but for an inex- 
haustible fond of entertaining conrenatioa, that thejr 
became intimate friends. 

Johnson, socm after this acquaintance b^au, paaaed 
a coDudernble time at Oxford. He -at first tlu>ught 
it grunge that Langton should associate so mudi 
wMi one who had the character of being loose, faedi 
in his princMdes and practice t bat, by degrees, lie 
himself was fiisdnated. Mr. Beandsrk's being of tlie 
St. Albab's &mity, and liaiipg, in some particularB, a 
i«semMance to Charles the Second, contributed, in 
JohnsMi's imagination, t« throw a lustre upon bia 
«ther quuUdes ; and ia a sfarat time, the mor^ pioua 
Johnmo, aad the gay,' dissipated Beanclerk, were con»< 
panions. "HffhaX a coalitioa! .(aaid Oanick, wIkd 
he heard of this) : I shall hare my dd friend to bail 
oat of the Bound-house.'* But I can bear testimoar 
that it was a very a^eeaUe association. BeauderK 
was too polite, ana Tuued learning and wit too audi, 
to offend Johnson by sallies of infidelity or licentiouso 
MBS ; and Johnsoa delighted in the eood qualities of 
Beauclerk, and hoped to correct Uie evU: Innumerahle 
wtan the soeaes in \^ich Johnson was amused by 
these yoimg men. Beauclerlc could take more liberty 
with him, than any bodj with whom I erer sav him; 
hat, on the other liaod, BeaucleHc was not spared 1^ 



his reqtectiUe cdmpaniiHir whea i^rootvBA pnpor; 
Beauclerk bwl such a pnmensity t« satire, tiiat aLoiw 
time JcAinaoa said to him, '^ You iierer open yous 
. moutli bat with intention to gire pfun ; and you bavq 
trften siren me psiR, not from the power of what you 
gaid, but from seeing your intention." . At another 
time applying to him, with a slight alteration, a lias 
(£ Pope, he said, 

" Thy lore of fbllj, and (fay acorn of SmIm— 
Every tLing thou dost shews the one, and every thing 



ou aayst tl 
m, " Thy b 



y body is all rice, and thy mind all virtue." 
Beauclerk not seeming to relish the compliment, 
Johnson said, *' Nay, sir, Alexander the Great, march" 
ing in triimiph into Bf^lon, could not hare dedred 
to nave had more said to nim." 

Johnson was some time with Beauclerk at his house 
- at Windsor, where he was entertained with expe- 
riments in natural philosophy. One Sunday, wlren 
tlie weather was reiy fine, Beauderk enticed him, in- 
sombly, to saunter about all the morning. They 
went into a churdi-yard, in the time of divine service, 
and Jc^Ron laid himself dowQ at his ease upon onq 
«f the tomb-stones. " Now, sir, (said Beauclerk), , 

Sou are like Hogarth's Idle Apprentice." When 
ohnson got his pension, Beauclerk said to him, in 
the humorous phrase of Faletaff, " I hope youll now 
purge and tire cleanly, like a gentleman." 

One night, when Beauclerk and langton had supped 
at a tavern in London, and sat till about three in the 
mnming, it came into their beads to go and knodc up 
Jdinson, and see if they could prevail on him to join 
them in a ramble. They rapped riolently at the 
3oor of his chambers in the Temple, till at last he 
appeared in his shirt, with his little black wig on the 
top of hie head, inet^ of a iMghto^, apd ^ p(^er in 
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hi* hand, iraagimng, probaUy, thxt some ruffiaaa 
were coming to attack him. When he discovered 
who ther were, and was told th«r eir&nd, he smikd, 
and witn great, good humour agreed to their pro- 
post] : " What, ifl it you, tou dogs ! Ill hare a msk 
with you." He was soon orest, and they sallied forth 
together into Covent-Garden, where the green-grocers 
and fruiterers were beginning to arrange their hampers, 
just come in fnm the country. Johnson made srane 
attempts to help them; but the boaest gardeners 
starea so at his figure and manner, and odd inter- 
ference, that he soon saw his serTices were not re- 
lished. They then repaired tfl one of the neighbour- 
ing taverns, and made a bowl of that liquor called 
Bishop,* which Johnson had always liked: while in 
joyona contempt of sleep, fi*om which he had been 
roused, he repeated the lestive lines, 

** Shott, O ehoTt -then be thy icdgn. 
And give ua to the noild &gun [" * 
They did not stay long, but walked down to the 
Thames, took a boat, and rowed to Billingsgate. Beau- 
clerk and Johnson were so well plea^ with their 
amusement, that they resolved to persevere in dis- 
'»pation fbr the reet of the day: but Langtoa de- 
serted them, being engaged to breah&st with some 
young ladies. Johnson scolded him for " leaving his 
sodaf friends, to go and sit with a set of wretched 
an-idea'd girls." Garrick being told of this ramble, 
said to him smartly, " I heard of your frt^dc t'otiier 

1 " Bi^Dp, > cant wrad for ■ mixture of wiae. onngM, and 

2 Ui. IjHigtoo rcc»n«ewd, or Di. JahMon TewUfd, the puuge 
wrong. Tix linea are in Laid lituudovne'B Diinldiig Stmg to 
Sleep, wd COD (hiu: 

*' Short, very ebort be thai tb; rdgn, 
. Fw rbi in hwtc to lough sad driok. again.'' 
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night You1I be in the ChrMiicle." Upon whidi 
Johnson aft«rwardB obserred, " IJe durat not do such 
a thing;. His viifii would not let him ,'" 

He entered upon Hiis year 1753 with hk usual 
piety, as appears from the following prayer, which I 
transcribed from that part of his diary which he burnt 
a few days before bis death : 

"Jan. 1, 1753, N. S. which 1 ^aU use for the 



" Almighty God, who haat continued my life to 
tnis day, grant that, by the asMstance of tny Holj 
Spirit, I may improre the time whidi thou al^ 



grant me, to my eternal salration. Make me to r 
member, to thy glory, thy judgements and thy mer- 
ges. Make me so to consider the loss (^ my wife, 
whom thou hast taken from me, that it may diqwee 
me, by. thy grace, to lead the residue of my li^ in 
thy fear. Grant this, O Loan, for JksuB CHnisT's 
sake. Amen." 

He now relieved the drudgery of his Dictionary, 
and the melancholy of his grief, by taking an active 
part in the compodtion of " The Adventurer," in 
which he b^an to write April 10, marking his essays 
\rith the sienature T, by which most of his papers m 
that collection are distinguished: those, however, which 
bave that' signature, and also ^at of Mysargj/rus, 
Vere not wntten by him, but, as I suroosc, hy Dr. 
Bathnrst. Indeed, Johnsoo's energy of thought and 
ridutesB of language ue still more decisive marks 
than KDy- ngnature. As a proc^ of this, my readers, 
I imagine, will not doubt that number SQ, on akep, is 
his ; nir it not only has the general texture and colour 
nf his style, but uie authorirs with whom he was pe- 
culiarly conversant are readily introduced in it in 
cursory allusion. Hie translation of a pass^ in 
Statius, quoted in that paper, and marked C. B. has 
tjcen envneously ascribed to Dr. Bathurst, whose 
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ChnBdui name was Bichard. How much this amiable 
man actually coatributed to " The Adventurer," 
cannot he known. Let me add, that Hawkeswortli|s 
imit^oDB of JohttBcin are gometimes so happy, that it 
is extremely diihcult to distinguish them, with cer< 
taintT, fmn the compoeitiona of his great archetype. 
Hawkesworth was his cloBcst imitator, a dnaimstanra 
of which that writer would once- have been proud to 
be told ; though, when he had become elated by having 
riaen into bmbo degree of conaequenoe, he, in a con- 
versation with me, had the proTokiiig eflrontery to say 
he was not sensible of it. 

Johnson was truly zealous for the success of " The 
Adventurer ;" and very socm after his engaging in it, 
he wrote the foUowing letter : 

» TO THE BETEREND S&. JOSEPH WABTON. 
" DEAR 6IB, 

"I ouoHT to have written to you before now, but 
I ought to do many things which I do not ; nor can 
I, indeed, claim any merit from this letter; for bebg 
desired by (he authoura and proprietor of the Ad' 
venturer to look out for another hand, my thoughts 
necessartlv fixed upon you, whose fund of literature 
will enable you to assist them; with very little inter* 
rupdon of your studies. 

" They de^re you to engage to ftimish one fsper 
a month, at two guineas a paper, which you may very 
readily perform. We have conwdered that a paper 
should coDsiat of pieces of imagination, pictures i^ 
life, and diBquisitions of literature. The part which 
depends on the imagination is very well supplied, as 
you will find when you read the paper ; fin- de- 
scriptions of life, there is now a treaty almost ntade 
with an auOiourand tmautbourras; turn the.prorince 
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(j criticum and literature they are ftry desirous to 
assign to the commentator on Virgil. 

" I hope this proposal will not be rejected, and tliat 
tJie next poet wul bring us your compliance. I speak 
as one of the fraternity, though 1 have no part in the 
p«)er, beyond now and then a motto ; but two of the 
wnters are my particular friends, and I hope tiie, 

Sleasure of seemg a third united to them, will not be 
enied to, dear sir, 
' " Your m(»t obedient, 

" And most humble serrant, 
"Sam. Johnson." 
*> Uudi 8, 17C3." 

The consequence of this letter was, Ite. Warton's 
enriching the collection with several a^bniraUe essays. 

Johnson's saying " I have no part in ibe paper, b^ 
yond now and Gieu a motto," may seem inconsistent 
with bis being the authour of the puiers marlied T. 
But he had, at this time, written only one niunber; 
and beudes, even at any after period, he mig^t hare 
' used the same expression, considering it as a point of 
bcmour not to own them ; for Mrs. Williams told me 
;Aat, " as he had givai those Essays to Dr. Bathurgt, 
vbo sold them at two guineas each, he never would 
own them; nay, he used to say, he did not wrilc 
diem : but the fact was, diat he diaated them, while 
Bathurst wrote." I read t« him Mrs. Williams's aa- 
poont; he smiled, and stud nothing. 

I am not quite satisfied with the casuistry by whic^ 
the productionB of one person are thxa passed upon 
the world for the productions of another. I allow 
that not only Imowled^, but powers and qualities of 
mind may be commumcated ; tnit the actual effect of 
individual exertion never can be transferred, with 
truth, to any other than its own originsj atums. One 
paseu's child may be made the chilaof aitother person 
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W adnptioii, a> among t^e Romans, or by the utdcDt 
Jewish mtNle of a wife baring (^ildren borne to her 
upon ha tnees, by her handmud. But these were 
onildFen in a diflerent sense from that of nature. It 
vas deariy understood that they were not of the blood 
cf their nomiiml parents. So m literary children, an 
anthour niay give the profits and &me of his com- 
podtion to another man, but cannot m^e that other 
the real authour. A Highland gentleman, a youngep 
iH^nch of a family, once consulted me if he could not 
.Taltdlr purchase the ChiefUinship of his family from 
the Cnief, who was willing to sell it. I told him it 
was impossible for him to acquire, by purchase, a' 
right to be a different person from what he really 
was; foe tlmt the right of Chieftainship attached' to 
tike blood of primogeniture, and, therefiM«, was in^ 
cspalde of being traiiBfenvd. I added, that though 
Esau sdd his hvUi-ri^t, or the advantages beltmging 
to it, he still' remained tilie first-born of his parents ; 
&nd that whatever agreement a Chief might make 
with any of the clan, the Heraldfr-Office could not 
admit of the metamorphoHs, or with any decency 
attest that the younger was the elder ; but I did not 
coDvmcB the wiffthy gentleman. 

Johnson's papers m the Adventorer are very similar 
to those of the Rambler.; but being ratlier more 
varied in their subjects, and being mixed with essays 
by ether writers, upon tt^clcs more generally at- 
tractive than even the most elegant ethi(»l discourses^ 
the sale of the work, at first, was more extrasive. 
Without meaning, howeverj to depredate the Ad- 
venturer, I must ebserve, that as the value of the 
Ramlifcr came, in the progress of time, to be better 
known, it grew upon the publick estimation, M»d that 
its sale has for exceeded that of any atitw periodical 
papers since the reign of Queen Anne. 
' In one of the boi^ of his diiu-y I (nd the foUowing 
entry ; 

.......Cousic 
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" April S, 1753. I began the second voL of my 
Dictiouaiy, room being Idl in the first for Pre^toe, 
GramnuLr, and History, none of them yet begun. 

" O God, who hast hitherto supported me, enaUe 
me to proceed in this labour, and in the whole task t^ 
my present 9tat« ; that when I shall render up, at 
the last day, an account of the talent committed to 
me, I may receiTe pardon, for the sake of Jesub 
Christ. Amen." 

He this year faconred Mrs. Lenox with a D&- 
dicatJon* to the Earl of Orrery, of her " Shakspear» 
Dhistrated." 

• In I7S4 I can trace nothing puUished by him, 
except his numbers of the Adventurer, and " The 
" Life of Edward Cave,"* in the Gentleman's Maga- 
aine for February. In biogniphv there can be no 
question that he excelled, beyond all who have at- 
tempted that species of composition ; upon which, in- 
deed, he set the highest value. To the minute se- 
lection of characteristica] drciimstancee, for which the 
ancients were remarkable, he added a philosophical 
research, and the most perspicuous and energetick 
language. Cave was certainly a man of estunaUe 
qualities, sad was eminently diligent and successful 
ia his own business^ whidi^ doubtless, entitled him to 
reelect. But he was peculiarly fortunate in being 
recorded l>y Johnson; vho, of the narrow lifs of .a 
printer ana publisher, without any digressions or ad- 
ventitious circumstances, has made an mteresting and 
aj^«eable narrative. 

The Dictionary, we may believe, afforded Johnscm 
full occupation this year. As it approached to its 
OMiclusion, he probably worked with i^oubled vigour, 
as seamen increase their exertion and alacrity when 
&ej hare a near prospect of their haven, 
' Lord Chesterfield, to whom Johnson had mJd the 
high compliment of addresnng to hia' Lordship, tha 
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Ran of hi* DictiMiar^, ^d bebbved to bim In sudi a 
tBAnner u to excite bis contemfit and indigtiatioii. 
Hw world has been for maoj yean amused with- a 
ttary copfidently told, and as confidentlr rnieated 
witk addititffial drcaimatances, tliat a eudaen disgust 
was taken l^ Johnscu upon occasion of hia huriag 
haen ooe day kept long in waiting in hia Lordsbip's 
aotachamber, for which the reaaon assigned was^ that 
he had company trith ^im ; and that at last, when 
the door opmed, out walked Cdley Cibber ; and that 
Johnson was so riolently profoked when he finnd for 
whom he had been so long excluded, that he went 
away in A foiaion, and never would return. 1 re- 
member hanng mentioned this attny to George Lord 
Lyttelttoi, who told me, he was very intimate with 
Lord Chesterfield ; and holding it as a weU-lmown 
troth, defended Liosd Chesterfield by saying, tli^ 
'.' Cibber, who had been introduced fiuniliarty by the 
back-stain^ had probaUy not been thtre above ten 
nUButes." It may aeeio strange e*ea to entertain a 
doubt Gonc^iiin^ a story bo long and so widely cur- 
lent, and thus implicitly adopted, if not sanctioned, 
by tiie authority which I have mentitned ; bnt John-< 
Son himsdf assured me, that there was not the least 
(bundstion for it. He told me, that there never was 
any particular incident which produced a quarrel be- 
tween Lord Cheeterfield and him ; but that his L<n^i 
ship's oontinued neglect was the reasrai why he r&' 
solved to have no cminexion with him. When tha 
Dictionary was upon the. eve of publication. Lord; 
Chestei^eld, who, it is said, had flattered himsdf with 
expectations that JiAnson would dedicate the wivk to 
him, attempted, in a courtly manner, to soothe end 
insinuate himself with the S^e, conscious, as it 
should seem, of the odd indifference wid wbjch be 
had trealed its learned authour; and further at- 
tanpted to coftuliate hin, by writing two p^>en In 
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>' The Woria," in Teeoninetiljation of the WoA ; imd 
it must be cwifeawd, that thej' contdn aemt studied 
iCOBkphmeoia, ae fisely tumed, that if there had been 
M> prevuius offence, it h probsUe that JohusoH would 
have h«n highly delighted. PraiHe, in generalj was 
fdeasing to him } but by praise from a iiijm of raak 
and ekgant aocom^iduneuts, he was pecuJiBTly gra« 
jtified. ., 

HisLordahipsays, "ItJuoh the^ihlickingeDcrid, . 
-and the reputdidc of letters in partacular, are ^^tlf 
^liged to Mr. Johnaon, &r hanng undal^akeo, and 
«xecut«d so gi«at and d«^r^le ft wonic Perf^ctioii . 
OS not to be. expected 'kaat man : hut if we are to 
4udge by Uie vtrimu werits oi John»« already fivh- 
iidiedi ve hare good reason to fadieVe, dat he wiil 
bring thia.as near to peiftdjon as any man could do. 
The Plan of it, whi^ he published seme years ago, 
'mtaos to* me to he ft proof of it, Nofliing *»» be 
more mtitmoUy intaguied, or aaom accurately wmI 
«kga«tly ezpresMd. I therdfore 7ee<Rnniend tlie pr^ 
vious penisid of it t« all tjtoee irho intend to buf tbe 
DiiitioiiBiy, and who, ] suppose, are aH tiumi wtio can 
nfiMidit." 

Jt must ba owned, that our language is, *t |ot»< 
.■ant, in a stsrte of aniutchy, and hitherto, pisikafB, it 
may' not have been the worse for it. Dunng our free 
,mai open mde^ masy w^xds ejid expreeatone have 
laeeD imported, adt^ted, aad natnnlized from ot&er 
languages, whieli hare greatly enricbed oar own. 



4be Tarpoaa mud, be overwhelmed sad crushed by 
uhneoeMBiT ornaments. The toie for diMrimination 
iseeBis t4 m now anne. Toleration, adm>tion, and 
'naturaliaataon hats ran - their lengths. Good order 
and Ettthmty are now necessary. But vfaere shall 



904 TiiK Lm or C^?^ 

we find ikem, and at the srane time, the obedience 
dne to tbem f We must hstve ncoime to the nid 
Rmnan expedient in timee of coniiiBioD, and choose a - 
dictator. Upon this principle, I give my vote for Mr. 
Jdinran, to fill that great and arduous post, and I 
berel^ declare, that I make a total guirender of all 
my rights and priTileges in the English language, as 
a free-born British subject^ to the said Mr. Johnson, 
during the term of his dictatorship. Kay more, I 
irill Dot only obey him tika an old Roman, as my 
dictator, hut like a modem Roman, I will implidt]y 
believe in bim as my Pope, ajkd hold him to be in- 
^KUe while in the (jiftir, hut do looger. M(a« than 
4his he cannot well require; for, I presume, that 
obedience can nerer be expected, when there is neither 
tWToar to eoforce, nor interest to invite it." 

" But a Grammar, a Dictionary, and a History of 
our Laugnage, through its several stages, were still 
■wanting at licane, and jxapwtuuately called for from 
alffoadi Mr. Johnson's labours will now, I dare say, 
Tery fully supply that want, and greatly contribute 
to the farther spreading of our lan^ua^ in other 
countries. Learners were discouraged, by finding no 
■•taitdard to resort ±0 j and, consequently, thought it 
incapable cf any. They wiU now be undeceiTed and 
■encouraged." 

This courtly device iaikd of its eftecb. Johnamn, 
irho thought that " all was false and hollow," desnsed 
tlie honeyed' words, and was even indignant that Lord 
, Chesterfield should, fpr a moment, imagine, that he 
could be the dupe of such an artifice. His ezpresdoD 
to me ooucerning Lord Chesterfidd, iqioa this oo 
casion, was, " Sir, after makjng great prefesaions, he 
had, fbrtUanyyears, taken Donoticeofme; but when 
my Dictionary was coming out, fae fell a scribbliug in 
' The Wwld' stxmt it. Upon whidi, I wrote him a 
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letter expfested' in dvil terns, but guch' aa might 
shew him that I did not mind what he said or vrote, 
and that I had done with him." 

This 13 that celebrated letter of which so much hat 
been s^d, and about which curiodty has been so long 
excited, without being- gratified. I fib" many yeari 
ndicited Johnson to &Four me with a copy of it, that 
so excellent a compontion might not be Imt to pos-^ 
terity. He delayed from tinie to time to give It 
me;' till at last in 1781, when we were on a vidt at 
Mr. Dilly's, at Sonthill, in Bedf<)rdshire, he was 
pleased tq dictate it to me from memory. He after- 
wards found among his papers a c»^ of it, vhicji iFe 
bad dicteted to Mr. Baretti, with ito title and coi^- 
' rections, in his own hand-writing. This he gare to 
Mr. Langton; adding that if it were to come inttt 

G'nt, he wished it to be firom that copy. By Mr. 
ngton's kindness, I am enabled to enrich my work 
yitb a perfect transcript of vbat the world has ao , 
eagerly denred to see. 



" HT Loan, Tebaary 7, 1J5&, 

" I HAVE been lately informed, by ^e proprietco- 
flf the World, that two papers, in which my Dic- 
tionary is recimimended to the publick, were written 



Stlubuiy, inAumi me, that haTuu nuoiTTCai* MQ pressed 
■he iHowed to resd it to tbe'srMna LnS Budwiwe, who w. 
dtsiiDuj tahsarit (pramiot^ id the sune Aoe, that no coot « » 
rtwuld be takai), JtduuDD' seemed much jdeMcd thititnodBl- 
•nMtal tbe ■Rcntioii of B QoUemin of iudi ■ respectable duiw^st : 
but sfter iJiitiTip some time, declined lo comp^ witb the nqoest, 
.•^iag, mdi a smile, '1 No, sir ; I hare hurt the dog loo mudi 
ahei^;" or woida to that purpose. I 

VOL. I. ' 
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1^ yma- LoHslKp. To be m dioti^ttnlied, b an 
honour, wfakli, bemg verylittie mccoetotned toAvoon 
fixmi the great, I knoir not wdl how to receire, or in 
what terms to adcnovledM. 

' " When, ajym amte aught enoooragement, I first 
raited your Lordshhi, I was orerpoinred, like Hm 
lest of mtnldiid, by the endiaiitineiit of your addrem, 
and GOuU not fiN-bew to wish that I toi^t boast my- 
■tlf Lg vatit^neur du vainqtieur de la terre, — th*t I 
aii|^t obtain th&t r^ard ^^ vfaich I aair the world 
' extending; but I found my sttendance so little en- 
DMintged, that neither pride aar modeaty Tould mfler 
ne to eoDtinne it Whoi I had imce addreseed yoor 
Lwdship in publicfc, I had ezhmuted all the art of 
fleMing which a rtliKd and vncmirtiy adioUr cbb 
powess. I had done'sU that I couU; iumI no mail is 
.wril pteased to fawe his all Defected, be k ever 89 
Bttk. 

i- " Seren yean^ my Lwd, have now peat, ance I 
waited in your outward rooms, or was Tepulsed front 
your door; during which time I have been pushing 
OD my work through difficulties, id which it is useless 
to complain, and bare brou^t it, at lasti to the 
verge w publication, without one act of asrastance,' 
tme word of encouragement, or one smile of favour. 
^ch treatment I did not expect, i<x I never had a 
-Patron before. 

■ " The 8he|rfierd in Virgil grew at laat acanaSnted 
with Love, and found him a native of the roctts. 
. " Is not a Patron, my Lord, one who looks with 

1 He Adlowing note i* subjcnned bv Hr. ImiMaa. " Or- 
dciimao, iriuD henwnwthii copf if hii knar, ifaiwJ dwtl 
wonU BniMa U it I& in&niilka to loe, tlitt wfaocw it U nid in 
KhaahMBnedvedf'lwdidtnce iM^ 
inm«f(aipciutdi{ bntvdiHwMn 
n, be flvo^t Ae nMMko of k loidd Mt ;•»• 



^Mi 45.] ' ■•. sautMmr COT 

unooBoerd en aibhI struggUng for hie in the Vater, 
w»d, when he has reached croimd, encanibera hin 
with hslp? The aotioe whic£ you bare been pleaMd 
to take (^ my kbours, had it been early, haa been 
land ; hut it has been delayed tiiji 1 am indifferent, 
aad cannot wjoy it; till I am xditary, and cannot 
impart it ; ' till I am known, and do not wuit it I 
hope it ia no very cynical asperity not to oonfess 
d^gations where no benefit h^ beei receired, or to 
be unwilling that the Publlck should consider me aa 
owing that to a Patrmi, which ProridenGe baa enaUeA . 
toe t» do fur myselil 

" Haying carried on my work thus far with aa 
little oMi^dioD to any brourer of learning, I shall 
not be disaMKanted though I should conclude it, if 
Ims be poesiblei with leas; for I hare been long 
vakened from that dream of hope, is which I once 
iKnsted myself with so much exultation, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's most humble, 

" Most obedient servant, 

" Sam. Johnson."' 



n recurring b 

iniiid upoB innnmumMp occuiDiiii and, periiqi*, po num e? 
DKiie findbly felt ihe tnith of the scntinieDt aa eU)putIv ezpren 
Iff mj fheod He. Uikoe, tn bU Prologue to Ui. Jt^uon** ti 
gEdjof Jcjou: 

" Vain — wealth, ind feme, and fiirtune's fbatering cai^ 
If no fbnd bresst the splendid blessings ahwce ; 
And, euJi day's bustling pageuiCiy once put, 
There, on]^ mere, our blin a found at laM." 



^ , Lo the many other proofi ffhidi be 

gm of the mDdofiil dieot atid accuracj of U« mauRT. To 
oati4 dw cuiioiM in cqn^iMilin), J hare di^cait«d both Ihe ccfoes 
|d <ba fiiiluiiUnMnm. 
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, " Whik tliia WBB the tal^ of tlM town (eays Dr.^ 
Adams, in « btter to me), I hi^pened to visit Dr. 
Warburton, who fiitdi&g Uiat I wh acquaiiited with- 
Johnson, desired me earnestly to cmtv his compli- 
ments to him, and to tell him, that he honoured bint 
for his manly behaviour in rejecting these condesotffl-: 
Rons of Lord Chesterfield, and for resenting tJie treat. 
BWnt he had received from him widi a proper spirit.' 
Johnsixi was risibly pleased with this compliment, far- 
be had always a high opinion of Wartwrttm."' Iik 
deed, the force of mind which appeared in tliis letter,- 
was congenial witib that which Warbnrton himself 
mply possessed. 

Tbsre is a curious minute cucumstance wliich 
struck me, in comparing the various editiims of John- 
son's Imitations oi Juvenal. In the tenth Satire, en* 
of the couplets upon the vanity vt widtes even ftv 
literary distindion stood thus: '■ 

« Yet think irhat m the icbdUt'* Hh unil, 
Twl, envf, mnt, the garret, ind the J^" 
But after experiencing the nneauness which Lord 
Chesterfield's fellaciouB patronage made him feel, he 
dismissed the word ^rre( from the sad group, and in 
all the subsequent Mitjons the line stands, 

** Too, 01*7, w*m, tbe Patron, and the jmL" 



1 SwmkftnBdmida'i "Cmoni ofCntidam" mmeout, J^idiD- 
MD WW dining It TonaHi ^ BnDtBeUer'i, with H&ynun the Puntcf 
and lome more comptuiy. Hayinui related to Sir JoEhua Rev. 
IKddt, that ,tb« coDTenuioo having turned upon Udwanli'i hoA, 
du gaitlemcn pntUed it mudi, uid Jc^inton allawed iu merit. 
But wbn tk«r wont farthw, and i^peued ta put lliat authour 
upoo a level with Watbuitoo, " Haj (aid JtrimwiD), be hai given 
himioiike mart Uta tobeiuie; bqt then i« no pntpcstJan between 
the two men ; the; mntt not be named together, A fly, or, aaj 
Ming a rtatdj hone, i|i>d make himtrince; but one itbutanliu 
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- Thftt Lord^Chesterfield must have been mortified 
hj the lofty contempt, and polite, yet keen, satire 
#ith which Johnson exhibited him to himself in this' 
fetter, it is imposaible to doubt. He, however, with 
ihat glossy duplicity which wm his constant study, 
jiAected to be quite unconcerned. Dr. Adams meo' 
timed to Mr. Robert Dodsley that he was sorry 
Jt^ason had written his letter to Lord Chesterfield, 
Dedsley, mtk the true feelings of trade, said, " be 
was very sorry too ; fmc that he had a property in th& 
Dictitmary, to which his Lord^p's patronage mi^t 
have been of consequence." He then told Dr. Ad^te, 
' tiiat I<ord Chesterfield had shewn him the letter, 
'f I ^ould have imagined (replied Dr. Adams), that 
Lord Cheeterfi^ld would have concealed it." " Poh 1 
(said Dodsley) do you think a letter' Irom Johnson 
eouM hurt Lend C^tai^eld ? Not at ail, tat. It lay 
Hpon his table, where any body might see it. He r6ad 
it to me ; said, ' this man has ffreat powers,' pointed 
out the severest passages, and observ^ how well they 
were expressed." This air c^ iddifierence, which itn- 
pOsed upon the worthy Dodsley, was «rtaJnly«othing 
but a specimto ot that dissmulatioQ which Lord 
Chesterfield inculcated as one of the most essential 
lessons for the conduct of life. His Lcffdship en- 
deavoured .to Justify himself to Dodsley from the' 
charges tnvugft agmst him by Johnson j but wa 
may judge of the flimsiness of his defence, from his 
having excused his n^lect of Johnson, by saying, 
that " he had heard he had changed his lodgmgs, 
end did not know where he lived;" as if there could 
liave been tihe smallest difficulty ti> inform himself of 
that circumstance, by inquiring in the literary drcle 
with which hia Lordsbip was well acquainted, and was, 
indeed, himself, one of its ornaments. ' 

Dr. Adams expostulated with Johnson, and suga 
jested, that his not being admittefl whoi he caU«d oo 
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him, wu pnAaUf Dbt to be impoted to Lord Chester- 
field ; for his Lordship had declared to Dodsley, that 
" he would hare turned off the best serruit he erer 
had, if he had known that he denied him to a maa 
who wouM have been alwavs more than welcome ;" 
and in confirmation ottiaa, oe insisted mi LmdChe^- 
terfield's general a&lnhty and eaMness ot access, e^ie- 
ciallr to literacy men. " Sir, (said Johnson) that ia not 
I<ora Chesterfield; he is the proudest tn^ thta day 
existing." " No, (said Dr. Adams) there is one pen* 
40D, at least, as proud ; I think, by your own account, 
you are the jmnider man of the two." " But miae 
(relied Johnson instantly) was defemne ]Hide." This,- 
as Dr. Adams well obaerred, was one of those hqipy 
turns for which he was so remarkably readv. 

Johnton haniw now ezjdidtlv avowed his opmiim 
t4 LmiI Cbeeterfield, did not refrain from expresmng. 
himsetf conc^ning that nobleman with pointed free- 
dom : This mam (said he) I thought had been a Lord 
among wita ; but, I find, he is only a wit among Lorda !'' 
Afld when his Letters to his natural son were pubhahed, 
he observed, that " they teach the morals of a whore, 
and the manners of a dandng-maater." ' 

. I TbatGoUccdoDofleltenoniiatbetindiotedftcnitbeiaioiii 
diuge, of cnooon^ng, in tome paaa^o, one of the nco moat de. 
■ttuoiTe to the good oiaer and oomfiift of ndeqr, whidi bia Lonl- 

"^' mat^ataoniiHt gdiaiOTj; mdA, in oUuts, et 

n pnctice of dhabnulalion, and ncommeadmg, 
lie unetf, ■ petpstuil atlcntiim to eztonal de. 
""''" .... ■ 5^ be allowed, (hrt 



1 mamr Bood precepli of condoct, ai 
ipon me and n 



, vety happily expreswd ; and 
that there wai emuidenble merit in pitfuigaomuchhi'~*''~'" ''*- 
imiiiOTcmeotof one *ho na deponent upon lu- * - 

tectioa; ithaiipMbabl;, been exceeded in no int . 

CHtn^W7paM>it; attd though Icanbr nomeiiiBappioveof co 
faandW the tUatinction betnen lawful and iUidt offqiriiig, wlu 
b, in ^ct, inaulting the dvil eatibliahinmt of am oniati;, to ki 
ju> l^^HTi 1 canDMhdp thhikhiffit laudiZ^tobeldDdlyBtlattJ 
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The character of a " respectaUe Hottentot," in Lord 
GhesterfeU'B letters, has been generally understood to 
be meant tor Johnson, and I hare no doubt that it 
was. But I remember when the Literary Proptrty ■ 
of those letters was ccmteated in the Court of Seseion 
in Scotlwd, and Mr, Henry Dundaa,' <Bie of the 
counsel for tJie proprietors, read this character as an 
exhibition of Johnson, Sir David Dalrymple, Lord 
Hailes, one of the Judges, maintained, with some 
warmtJi, that it was not intended as a portrait of John- 
son, but of a late noble Lord, lUstinguished for ab- 
struse scieilCe. I have heard Johnson himself talk of, 
the character, and say that it was meant for George 
Lord Lyttelton, in which I could by no means agree; 
for his Lordship had nothing of that violence which is 
a conspicuous feature in the composition. Finding 
that my illustrious friend could bear to have it sup- 
posed that it might be meant for him, I said, laugh- 
ingly, Uiat there was one trait which uncjuestionably 
did not belong to him; " he throws his meat any 
where but down his throat," " Sir, (wud he), Lord 
Chesterfield neyer saw me eat in his life." _ 

Ob the 6th of March came out Lord Bolingbroke s 
works, published by Mr, David Mallet. The wild and 
pernicious ravings, under the name of " Philoeophy," 
which were thus ushered into the wwld, gave great 
offence to all well-principled men. Johnson, heariM 
of their tendency, which nobody disputed, was roused 
with a just indignation, andpronounced this memoraUe 

to tho«e, of wlwM eitelence we hsve, in tnj way, l»«en the «n«fc 
Mr. Suihope'i dlUKter has been unjuaUy repreeenWd w dui^ 
liuallroiq>aBtetowbMLaidChestecfiddwi>hed him lo be.^ Me 
hu been oOUadiJl, graas, wid awkirard: but I knew hnn at »»- 
flen, when he wb» envoy to ibst court ; and Ihou^ ^^?^ "^ 
boMt of ibe yr<ii», he WM, in tnilh, a Benmble, dnl, wiUl-belMVea 



I Now [1793] «H of Ida M^cstj'l piJndpal Si 
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sentence upoD tlie ooble xulbcnr and fan editor. "Sir, 
he wnB a scoundrel, and ft coward; a scoimdrel W 
chai^ng a blunderbuss aeainat religion aad morality; 
a coward, because he had not reaolutioD to fire it off 
himself, but left half a crown to a bemarly Scotdw ' 
itian, to draw the trigger after his de^h I" Garrick, 
who I can attest from my own knowledge, had his 
mind sBRfioned with pio«> rererenoe, and abcerely di»i ' 
approved of the infidel writing* of several, whom in 
the course of his almost uniTOMal gay interoouree with 
men of eminence, he treated with extern^ dvility,- 
distinguishcdhimaelf upontfaisoccaiuon. Mr.Pelham- 
having died on the very day on triiidi Lord Boling-* 
hroke's works came out, he wiute aii degaut Ode fa 
his deatii, begiiuuig 



if) which la the following stanza : 

" The same Bad mom, to ChuKhmd State 

<8o for our (im, twM fii'd l^ ftte,) 

A double Btnike ma gfren ; 

~ Blukai the irUiiwinda of the North, 

6c. John'i ftn gentiu issued jbifli, 

And Pdham fied to bcsTtn." 



Johnson this year found an internd of leisure to 
}nake an excursion to Oxford, for the puipose of con^ 
suiting the libraries there. Of this, aod of many inr 
toasting ciTcumstances ciHkceming him, during a part 
of his life when he conversed but little ml3i the world, 
I am enabled to gire a particular account, by the 
liberal communications of the Bcvere'nd Mr. Thomaq 
Wsrton, who oMigingly furnished m« with a^veral.of 
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OUT common frind's letters, whicli he Qluatrated vith 
notes. These 1 ehaU insert in their proper places.. . 

"TOTHH REVEREND MR. THOMAS WARTON. 



" It k but an ill ratum tot the book with which 
you were pleased to broor me, ' to have delayed my 
Jhanks for it till.now. I am t«o apt to be neglig«it! 
bat I can never deliberatelv shew my disro^iect to a, 
man <^ your character : and I now pay you a very 
faoKcat acknowledgement, for the advancement of the 
literature of our native country. You have shewn t^ 
allj who ahaU hereafter attempt the study of our an- 
cient authours, the way to success ; by directing them 
to the perusal of the books which those authoura had 
-read. Of this method, Hu^es,* and men much 
tfieater than Hughes, seem never to have thought. 
The reason why the autboun, which are yet read, of 
the sixte^itili century, ale so little unoeratood, is, 
that they are read alone ; and no help is borrowed 
from those who lived with them, or befin^ them. Some 
|iart of this ignorance I hope to remove by my book, ■ 
which now draws towards its end ; but which 1 cannot 
^ish to my mind, without visiting the libraries of 
Oxford, which I thei«fiH« hope to see in a fortnight. * 
I know not how long I shall stay, or where I shall 
lodge ; but shall be sure to look for you at my ar- 



'■ Hu^m publiahcdui edhiai of SpcDsei." 
" Hi« DilWinapy." 

"He csme to Onfotd wi|hin a fbrtniolit, and ttaytd a]iaul lira 
weeb. He lodged U a house called Eett[&-haU, near Trinity Cat 
" " ■'-^— Tithe 
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rival, ^d we A^ «Hlly wUle the' imti I an, daw 
-eir,- 

" Your moet obedifest, &c , 

" Sak. Johnson." 
" [UndM,] Jul; 10, 1704." 

Of his coDversatioii while at Oxford at tUa time, 
Mr. Warton pi«eerred aad oomniHkicaled \jb me tbe 
fUlowing metnori^, Whidi, thonrt sot written vMl 
all the care uid attention wbic&traM leuned utd <d»> 

Smt writer bestowed «d tlio«e cosapeaitiow wkkh b« 
tended for the ptUilliA me, is so liqtplf ezprencd 
in an easy style, that I ^<Hdd iflju* it by -any 
alteration I 

- " When JtdiRsoB caraa to Oxfind is I79*> the long 
tacatSon was beginaine, and most pMple were ieanng 
the place. This was & first time ofhia being then^ 
after quitting the UlitveTHty< The next marningafter 
his arrival, he wished to gee hie dd CaOege^ Pgm^ 
broie. I went with him. Ho was hiohlv pWHed to 
find all the Cdlege-servaiit* which ha had left ther* 
still remainiog, particularly ■ very lAi butier.; and 
expressed great satis&ctitn kt benig reecfiniaed by 
them, and cmvereed with them fitinillarly. He waitad 
im the luBBter, Dr. fiadctiffe, who reGcsred him Ytgj 
coldly. Johnson at least ,^Mct«d, that the niast» 
Would order a go^ (^ his Dictionary, now near pnb> 
Ucation ; but the master did not choose to talk on 
the subjeet, nprer ^ed J(^n8on to dina, mm* even t* 
visit him, while he stayed at Oxford. After we had 
left the lodgings, Johnson s^d to me, ' There lives a 
man, y/ho Uves by the revenues of UtsEalairej sod will 
not more B*fin^ to support it. If I come to live at 
■. Oxford, I shall take up my abode at Trinity.* Wo 
then called on the Reverend Mr. Meelte, one of the 
fellows, and of Johnson's standing. Here was a moeb 
cordial greeting on both stdea, Oalmviiig iup* 



9<AHimm mid, ' I used to tbitifc Miffile Sad txceUettt 
t^rt§, when ve-were boj« UygfXb^ at the College: 
but, alas t 

' I Temsmfaer, «t t^ckene^lecturs-iii'the Hajl, I 
coold bot bear >tcelEe's sapen^ty, and I trial to sit 
as fiu* livM Um ea I esold, that I night not hear him 



" Afl we were learing tlM Cdlle^, he aaiA, ' Here 
i tratialated Ifofa't Mesaah. Whicli do you tiiiiik it 
tiie'lMBt Ime in it?— Hy own {kronrite i^ 

I mM hin, I thought it a very esnoroas faexameteP. 
J did ^tot tM bnn, it Was not in tfae Virgilian ^e; 
'Ht Toadk regretted tliaC Vafint tjitor was dead ; for 
whom he teNned' to retain the j^eateet regard. He 
teid, ' I once had be«i a whole nfoming sliding in 
(%nBt-<!%tucfa meadove, and nissed his lecture in 
legick. Afterdinnerhesrait forme to hie room, f ex- 
pected a rfiarp rebuke for my idlenese, and w^twitb 
•H'beatiDg heart. WhMi we were oeAted, he told me 
te had sent :for me to drink a i^ass of wine with hba, 
4ad 4o 4ell me, he was not aiigry with me for missiiig 
^ie lecture. This was, in fact, a most severe repri*- 
taand. ' Smoe more {^ the boys were 'ttea setA £»>, 
and we ment a very pleasaJit aAeraooU.' Besides Hr. 
-Meeke, there was only one other Fellow of Peral^i^ 
new rtstdent : from both of whom Johoson recerred 
tite greatest dvSities during this, visit, auddiey pressed 
hint very much to have a room in the C)llege. 
^ "In the course of this visit (1754,) JtdiDSon and I 
widked -t^ree er to\a times to EttsfieU, a villa«e beau- 
^tiilBiily aituatad. about :three miles from Oxfiwc^ to see 
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Mr. WiK, Rftddiriaii lUmuian, vHh vbovt JohiMon 
yraa mnch pleased. At this j^ace, Mr. WUe had fitted 
up a house and gardeiui, in' a dngulai' mmner, but 
with great taste. Here was an excellent libraiy, par- 
ticularly a valu^le aSectioB ai hodis in Northern 
literature, with which Johnaon was often very busy. 
One day Mr. Wise read to us a dimfirtalion which ti« 
was preparing for the press, intitled, ' A Hist(n7 and 
Chronology of the fabolous Ages.' Schbc (M drrini- 
ties of Thrace, related to the Titans, and balled Hie 
Cabiri, made a very important part «f the thefay of 
this piece ; and in conversation afterwards, Mr. Wise 
talked mudi of his Cabiri. Ab we returned to Oz« 
ford !n the erening, I outwalked Johnson, and he 
cried out 'Si^lamitui, a Latin wwd, whkh' came from 
his mouth with peculiar grace, and was as much as to 
say, Put on your drag ckim^ B^ort we got home, I 
again waUied too foat- for him; and he iww oied out, 
'why, you walk as if you were pursued, by dl the 
Cabihi u a body. In an evening we frequently todc 
long walks from Oxford into the country, returning 
fo supper^ Once, in our way home. We viewed the 
ruins of die abbies ot Oseney and -Rewley, near Ox- 
ford. After at least half an hour's silence, Jt^mson 
aaid, ' I viewed them with indignation I' We had then 
a long conversation m Gothic building ; and in talk- 
ing of the itorm of old halls, he Said, ' In these 
liuls, the Sre-piatx was anciently always in tiie mid- 
dle of the tDoni, till the Whigs removed it on oae 
aide.' — About this time there had beee an cseeutitn 
of two or three ajminals at Oxford on a Mtmday. 
SooD Afterwards, one Aa.^ at dinner, I was saying that 
Mr. 9winton, the cb^tlain of the guH, laid also a fev^ 
quent jHvacher be£>re,the University, a-Jeamed man, 
"but Tinen thoughtless aiid absent, preadied the oon- 
- denmation-sermM) on repentance, beft^ the convictSi 
on th« [Mvceding day, Sunday; and that in the dose 
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he told his audience, that he should give them the re- 
mainder of what he had to say on the subject, ^e next 
Lord's Day. Upon which, one of our companyj a 
Doctor of Divinity, and a plain tnatter-of-fact man, 
by way of offering an apology for Mr. Swinton, gravely 
remaTKed, that lie had probably preached the same 
sennoD before tbe University : ' Yes, sir, (says John* 
son) but the University were not to be hcinged the -. 
nest morning.* 

" I foi^t to observe before, that when he left Mr. 
Meeke, (as I have told above) he added, ' About the 
same time of life, Meeke was left behindat Oxford to 
feed on a Fellowship, and I went to I^ndon to get my 
living : now, sir, see the difference of our literary cha- 
racters!" 

The following letter waa written Mj Dr. JohoiwiB 
to Mr. Chambera, of Lincoln College, afterwards Sir 
Robert Chambers, one of Uie judges in India ; * 

" TO UR. CHAMBERS, OP LINCOLN COLLBOK. 
- " DEAR SIR, 

" Thk commisaton whldi I delayed to trouble you 
with at your departure, I am now obliged to send 
you ; and beg that you will be so kind as to carry it 
to Mr. Warton, of Trinity, to whom I should have 
written immediately, but that I know not if he be yet 
ctooe back to Oxford. 

. " In the Catal(«ue of MSS. of Gr. Brit see vol I. 
pag. IS. MSS. Bodl. Martyriuh xt mirtyncm tub 
Juliimo, auctore Theophyl^cto. 

" It is desired that Mr. Warton will inquire, and 

1 Cammuiiieasd bg tt« Reverand Mr. Thaami Wutoo, who 
]i>d tlie original. ' 

VOL. I, V 
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■end woi^ what vill be tbe coet ot tranacritwig this 
ttanu script. , 

" Vol. II. p. sa. Num. 1022. 58. Coli- Novfi- 
Commenturia in Acta Afottol:/— Comment, im SepUm 
Epitiolat CalhoUcai. 

" He IB desired to tell what is the age of each of 
these manuscripts: and what it wiU cost to have a 
transcript of the two first pages of each. 

" If Mr, Warton be not in Oxford, yon may tiy if 
foa can get it done by any body else ; or stay till he 
comes, according to your own cosrenience. It is fw 
an Italian litirato. 

" The answer is to be directed to his Excdlency 
Hr. Zon, Venetian Resident, Soho-Square. 

" I hope, dear sir, that you do not regret the 
change ofXondon for Oxford. Mr. Baretti is well, 
and Miss Williams ; * and we shall all be glad to hear 
from you, whenever you shall be so kind as to write 
'to, ur, 

" Your inoat humUe serrant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" Not. 21, 17M." 

1 " I pmumc she mu a relilkin of Mr. Zadtaiiall WlDtmit, 
vhodied in lua dghty.tbiid ytax, Jul)' IS, 136$. Wben Dt. 

Jotmson-wu willi meat Oxford, in I7G5, begnetothe Bodldao 
Iibm7>dunqDBitoDf IwcDtj-onepigeB, a work in Iloliui, vith 
Ml En^iah tnnsUtion on the oppomle page. The English U^ 
put iidiii: " AnAcDOunt of an Attempt to aacettain dieLong^ 
tude at Sea, by an exact VaciatioD of tlie Msgnedcal Needle, &c. 
1^ Zadnriah WDlianM. Londoii, printed for Dodsley, 1755." 
The Englidi tnOBlalion, fram the anongeat internal mada, ia un- 
qnndoQiiUy the work of Johnmi. In a blank lea^ Jidmaon hn ' 
wiitten the lue, and time'of dealh, of th* aufiioar, Z. WiUiams, 
U I have eaid above. On another blank leaf, is paMed a pangraiA 
ftom a news-pspei, of the death and character of WinianiB, whuji 



h rfainly ur 
duabookin 



tten bv Johnaon. He waa very aoximia abont placing 
tie Bodleiaii : a " " " ' ' ■'" ' " ' 



skin theBodleiaii: and, farfearofaojonjia^onOf miBtaka, 
faeenland, in flie great Catalogue^ the titto^agaoF it wMilai own 
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The degree at Master pf Arte, wliich, it has been 

flbseired, could not be obtained for him at an earif 

period of his life, was now considered as am honour M 



consideraUe importance, in order to grace the titlfr' 
page of his Dictionary; and his character in the 
literary world being by t^ time deservedly high. 



) Mends thought that, if |nxiper exertions were 
made, the University f^ Ostoid would pay him tlie 
compliment. 

" TO TBB BEVERENS MR. THOMAS WARTOK. 
' , " DEAR SIR, 

" I AH extremely oUiged to you, and to Mr. 
Wise, for the uncomman care which you hare taken 
of my interest : ' if you can accomplish your kind ~ 
design, I s^ll certainly take me a little nabitatioa 
amo^you. 

"The books which I promised to Mr. Wise,' I 
have not been able to procure : but I sheJl send him 
a Finnick Dictionary, the only copy, perhaps, in Eng- 
land, which was presented me by a learned Swede : but 
I keep it back, that it may make a set of tny own 
books of the new edition, with which I shall acccon- 
pany it, more welcome. You will assure bim of my 
gratitude. 

" Poor dear Collins I ' Would a letter pve him any 
pleasure ? I have a mhid to write. 



2 " Lately fellow of Trinity College, and at dils time Baddhiui 
IDnMiaii, at Oifind. Be wu b man of Jtaj omaidmble huB- 
ing, and eminently ikilled ia Boman and Anglo.Saion antiquitiea. 
He died in 1767." 

3 '^ Collint (the pott) wM at lliia time at Oxfbid, on a TiA M 
Hi. Wutoot bntliwuriiig nndv the """' -'—'—'-'- '--■ 
body, and d^ection <tf muid." 
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"I am g^ of your faiadnnce in mta SpeDaeriaii 
deagD, ' y«t I would not have it Of^yeoT Three 
)M\tn a axf ^tden from sleep and amnReiaeDt will 
produce it. Let' a Seiritour ' traoficribe the quota- 
tions, and interleave tbem with refereoGes, to save 
time. Thia will ehorten the work, and lessen the 
iatigue. 

" Con I do any thing to promoting tlie dipl<»na^ 
I would not be wanting to co-operate with your kifid- 
nese; of which, whatever be theeffect,! ehali be, dear 

" Your most obliged, &c. 

" Sam. Jobneon." 
« [Louden] No*. 28, 17M." 

TO TMK BAUE- ' 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I. AH extremely sendhle of the fevoQr done toe, 
botti by Mr. Wise and yourself. The book ' cannot, l 
think, be printed in less than six weeks, nor probably 
so soon ; and 1 will keep back the title-page, for such 
an insertion as you seem to promise me. E« pleased 
to let me know what money I shaU send you for bear- 
ing the expense of the affair ; and I wiU titke care that 
yon may have it ready at your hand. 

" I had 1at«ly the feyour of a letter from your loro- 
ther, with B<»ne account of poor Collins, for whom I 
am much concerned. I have a notion, that by very 
great temperance, or more properly abstinence, be may 
yet recover. 

" There is an o)d English and Latin book of poems 
by Barday, called " Tl^ Ship of Foohi /' at the eaA 

I "Of publishing a volume oTtibMnatiotii on the best of Spaa- 
ser's woib. Il ms hindend by tn; taUitg pupOs in thia College." 

2 " YooDgitudaitaoftlwIoveatiBak at Oxford aie bo called." 

3 " His Dirtionaiy." 
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of wkich' a» a mmiber of Eglo^tia,~-W be Writes ft, 
firom Eglnoa, — ^whidi are probably the first in <mr lan- 
guage. If you cannot find the book, I will get Mr. , 
Dodtley to send it yoa. 

" I sball be e^ctremely glad to hear {rom'yoa again, 
to lartw if the aflair proceeds."' I have mentioned it 
to none of my iriends, for feaf 1^ being laughed at fnf ■ 
my disappointment. 

" Vov knoll' poor Mr. Dodsley has lost bis vifb ; I 
believe he is much affected. I hope, he will not raifer 
so much as I yet Eufier for the loss of mine. 

t^lUf Ti V tXiin ; inrrk yip irirititfitt. 

I have ever since seemed to myself broken off &t)m 
mankind ; a kind of solitary wanderer in the wild of 
Ufe, without any direction, or fixed point of view : k 
gloomy gazer on phe world to which I hare little r&* 
lati(«i Yet I would endeavour, by the help of you 
and your brotiter, to supply the want of closer union, 
by friendship : and hope to have long tlie pleasure dt 
being, dear sir, 

" Most affectionately yours, 

" Sau. Johnbow." 

In 1755 we behold him to' great advantage; Sis. 
degree of Master of Arts conferred upon him, his Dic- 
tionary published, his correspondence animated, bis 
benevidence exercjsed. 



TO THE SaUB. 



•* I WRdTB *> you some weeks ago, bat beliei^e 
did not direct accui^tely, and therefore Know not wbe- 

l " Of tliedegm at Oxfittd." 
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then foa bad my letter. I wcxiM, Hkewiae,' write to 
yoor brotlier, but knov not where to find hun. I now 
begin to Ke land, after baling wandered, according to 
Mr. Warburton'a plirase, in this vast sea of w<^dB. 
. What rec^ttion I Bball meet with on the shore, I know 
not ; whether the Bound of bella, and acclamations of 
the people, which Arioeto talks of in his last Cajito, or 
a general murmur of dislike, I know^ not ; whether J 
shall find upon tlie coast a Calypso tiiat will court, or a 
Polypheoie that will resist. But if Polypherae comes, 
have at his eye. i 4iope, howeyer, the criticks wiH let 
me be at peace; fin- though I do not much fear their 
. skill xaA strength, J am a little afraid of myself, and 
would not willin^y feel so much ill-will in my bosom 
as literary quarrels are apt to esdte. 

" Mr. Baratti is about a work for which he is in ^ttsA 
want (rfCresdmbeni, which you may have again whei; 
yoa please. 

" There is nothing cossiderable dmie w doing among 
as here. We are not, perhaps, as innocent as villagers, 
Imt most vX us seem to be as idle. I hope, however, 
you are busy ; and should be glad to know what you 
are doing. 

" I am, dearest sir, 

" Your humble servant, . 

" Saw. Johnson." 
" [London} F*.4,17M." 

TO THE EAHB. 



" I RECEIVED your letter tHs day, with great 
sense of the fovour that has been done me ; i for which 

I** HudcgnelwdiKnr put,«eciirdiiigio the nnul Emm, the 

luOngnofthebc^afCr^ "- .->-.. a 

by the Univeraly. ,It « 
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J Tetarn my most dncere thmln ; andenlfeot you to 
pay to Mr. Wiae Bucfi returns as I ou^t to m^ce for 
so much IdndoeM so little deserved. 

-." I Bent Mr. Wise the Lexicon, and afteinFardei 
wrote to him ; hut know not whether he had either 
t&e book or letter. Be sD good as to contnTe to 
inquire. 

" But why does my dear Mr. Warton tell me no- 
thing of himself ? Where hangs the new rolume ? ' 
Can 1 help? Let not the past uihour be lost for want 
of a little more : but aiatch what time you &n-froin 
the Hall, and Uie pupils, and the coffee-house, and the 
parks, and complete your dedgn. 

" I am, dear w, &c 

" Sau. Jowson." 
» [Lnidaa] FeU 4, 171^5." 



"J>EAB SIB, 

" I HAH a letter last week from Mr. Wise, but 
have yet heard nothing from you, nor know in what 
state niy oflair* stands ; of which I beg yoa to in- 
form me, if you can, to-morrow, by the return ti the 

" Mr. Wise sends me word, that he has not had the 
Fiunick Lexicon yet, which I sent some time ago ; and 
if he has it not, you must inquire afler it. However, 
do not let your letter stay for that. 

" Your brother, who b a better correspondent than 
you, and not mudi better, sends me word, that your 
pu|nl8 keep you in Coll^ : but do they kecy you 



2 "Of the degree.". 



u.g.rzpar, Google 
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horn vritli^ too t Let tbein, at leart, gife ym tnoe 
to write to, dea» air, 

" Yonr moBt afiectieiute, &c 

Sam. Johmbon." 
•• ILntai] VA. 13, 17IU-" 

TO THE SAKE. 
" DBAK Bim, 

" Dh. Eina ' ms vtth me a fev miimtes befin« 
your letter; this, howerer, is the firat instance in which 
nor kind intentiont tomeliare ever been frustrated.* 
I hare now -the full effect of ^our care and benero' 
lence ; aiid am ttr firom thinliog it a slight faoi^our, 
ta* a RBuU advantage ; since it wiQ put the enjoyment 



[Uentfyin 



of your conrerntion more freqtientfy in the paim pf. 



" P. S. I have endowed a letter to the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, ' which you will read j and, if you like' it, seal 
and give him. 



As the publick will doubtless he pleased to see the 
whole progress of this well-earned academical honour^ 
I ^hall insert the Chancellor of Oxford's letter to the 



blin the diploma from Ottori 

9 ''t fopponJiihiunBmEuaaKtQTMiidtnfenfJaMof boBgthe 
Jlrrt to give ram theeoodnewl of the degree being gnnted wu 
/ruitraltd, became Da dig bnni^it it bcfne taj inteUigence 

3 '*Dt. Huddedbid] Pnddent ofTrinilT Conege." 
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Unirersity,' the dijdoma, tuulJofauHm'a letter of ^aiiks 
to the Vice-ChaocMor. 

" To the Reverend Dr. HnDDESPORD, Vice-Chan- 
cdlor of the University ofOsSord ; to be communi- 
cated to the Headt of Houses, and proposed in Con- 
vocation. 

" HB. VICE-CHANCELLOR, AND fiXNTLKMSN, 

" Mr. Samuel Johnson, who was formeriy of 
Pembroke College, having very eminentlydistinguished 
himself by the publication of a series of Essays, ex- 
cellently calculated to form the manners of the people, 
and in which the cause of religion and mor^ty is 
every where maintained by the strongest powers of ar- 
gument and language ; and who Miortly intends to 
publish a Dictionary of the English Tongue, formed 
on a new plan, and executed with the greatest labour 
and judgement; I persuade myself that I shall act 
agreeable to the sentiments of tiie whrJe University, 
in desiring that it may he proposed in advocation 
to confer on him the degree of Master of Arts ' 
by diploma, to which I readily give my consent ; and 

" Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Gentiemen, 

" Your a^ctionate friend and servant, 

" Aeban." 
** OiDiTeiuir.«tiect, Feb. 4, l^6B. 

Term.S^'. 



ndb. 



" DIPLOMA IUAGI8TSI JOHNSON. 



*' CANCELLJRIUS, Magistri, el Scholars 
Univeriilatis Oxoniensis omnibus ad guos hoc present 
scriplum pervenerit, salutem i» Domino sempilemam. 

1 Eitncttd fiom the CoavocUiiin-R^itlei, OiAiid. 

iM. ML, Google 
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" Cwm mm injimem gradut acidemia A maioribtu 
tUMtrit imtituti Jiiarint, lU xdri iMgemio et £>etrimd 
prattanta titalit qitoqueprater aettrot intignireiiimrt 
ctimque mr doctutimuM Samnet Jt^uaon <r CaUrgio 
Pembroehiemi, MCriptii nUM popmiariwn more* iu/or- 
. maiUibtt* dadum U^eraU orbi insohuril f quin «l /m- 
ffue patria tttm omanda Umi itabilieiida (Lexicon 
leilieet AngUcanum tummo riudia, staamo d lejudida 
eongetttimprt^MdiemediturMtJ etioMttaMCMtduutitam 
impendal operam; Not igitur Cancellarau, Magutri, 
et Scholarei anUdieti, «i virum de literit humantoribtu 
o/4mi meritum diutitu iahonoratum pnglereamtu, in 
tolenni ConvocatUme Doctorum,MagttlTorum, Regen~ 
Ham, et non Begentium, decimo die Mentit Februari* 
Anno Domini MilUnmo Septingertteiimo Quinyiu)' 

Seiimo quinto habild, prctfaluM virum Samuelem 
ohnsoD (conipirantibut oninium stiffragiit) Magit- 
irum in Artibui renunciavimui et confttlttimiu; 



que, virtute priBsentii diplomatU, lingults jurihut 
privilegat et nonotibus ad islum gradun qudqua per- 
tinenttoutjhii et gauderejuistmus. 

" In cujut ret tettimonivm tigiUum Universitatit 
Oxonientii prteitTiliius apponijecimut. 

" Datum in Domo noitra Convocalionit die lO" 
Mendi Feb, Anno Dam, prcedicto. 

" Diploma lupra Mcriptuvt per Regittrariumiedum 
erat, et « decreto venerabitU Domut communi Uniwr- 



tilaiii $igillo munilam," ' 

" Lendini,'Uo CaLMart.i7S5, 

" TIttO HKTUtKMDO '■ ■ BODDIBFOKS, B. T. P. ITNl- 
TKRBITATIB 0X0NIEN8I8 TICC-CIMCXLLAHIO DIfiNIB. 
aiNO, e.P. D. 

" BAM.lOatlBOH. 

" JNGRA TVS plane et tibi et mihi videar, nisi 

^anto me gaudio qffecerint, quoa mipermihi konores 

1 ftm a^fbai fa in nr $< 
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fte, credo, aveUtr;} decremt Sen^tut Aeademktu, 
littrarvm, quotamtn nihil lenus, e^oio, iignifieemi 
ingriHas etiam, ntd comitatem, qu& vir eximiui ' mihi 
Vtttri leitimoniunt amorit in maniu tradidit, agnoscam 
et laudem. Si qtdd est, undi rei tam grata accedaf _ 
. gratia, hoc ipto magis mihi placet, quodeo tempore in 
ordinet Academicosdenud cooptatus lim, quo tuam im- 
wdnvere auctorilatem,famamipie Oxonii Uedere, om- 
. nibus modis coiiantur homines vafri, nec tamen acvti -• 
quibut ego, proat viro ujijliralieo limit, semptr resliti 
temper restiturus. Qui enim, inter has rerum proceU 
loM, vel tibi vel Academia defuerit, ilium virtttli et 
Uteris, tibique tt poUerit, dffitturum existimo. Vale." 

" TO THB BBVBRAND UR. THOlfAS 



" AfTKR I receiTed my diploma, I wrote you a 
letter of thanka, with » letter to the Vice-Chaaoellor, 
and Bent another to Mr. Wise ; but hare heard from 
nobody since, and begin to tliink myself forgotten. 
It is true, I sent you a double letter, and you may 
fear an expensive correspondent; but I would have 
taken it kindly, if you had returned it treble; and 
what is a double letter to a petty kivg, that having 
Jetlmiihip and fiats, can sleep without a Modus in hu 
head?' 

" Dear Mr. Warton, let me hear from you, and tell 
me spmetbing, I care not what, so I hear it but from 
you. Sometfiiue I will tell you : — I hope to see my 
Dictionarybounaiuid lettered, next week; — vast^moU . 

.1 Wcnuyconccive vbalahighgntlflcBdiHiit mart luv«been 
to Johsimtancdvehisdiploiiui&am tbehandiof thegieat Di, 
KiNQ, vbotepnndpla were aooongeniBl with hiaorn.' 

2 " The wimt in luliekt an aHuooni to puogc* in Mr. War- 
ua't potm, called ■ Hw PaosaxflsafDilcoxTXXT,' nowlatdy 
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t Mpe rh u . And I hftve 8 gMot tnmd to eone to Oi4«l 

at Easter ; but you wQl Dot invite me. Shall I crake 
uninvited, orstay here vhere.m^wdy perhaps would 
nuBB me if I went ? A hard choice I But such is the 
world to, deu sir, 

" Youre, &C.. 

" Sam. Johnbon." 
'.' [London] Mardi 20, lIlHi." 

TO THE SAME. 



"Though not to write, when aman can writew 
well, is an offence suffideutly heinous, yet I shall piss 
it by. I am very glad that the Vice-Chtmcellor -was 
{leased with my note. I shall impatiently expect ;ou 
at London, that we may consider what to do next. 
I intend in the winter to open a BibUotheque, and re- 
member, that you ate to subscribe a sheet a year : let 
us try, likewise, if we cannot persuade your brother to 
subscribe another. My boA is now coming in lumnii 
oras. What wilt be its h.\e I know not, nor think 
much, because thinking is to no purpose. It nmat 
stand the censure of tlie great vulgar and tie tnall; 
of those that understand it,and that understand it not. 
But in all this, I suffer not alone ; every writer ha^ 
t]ie same difficulties, and, perhaps, erery writer tidks 
of them more than he thinks. 

" You will be pleased to make my compliments to 
all my friends ; and be so kind, at every iole hour, as 
to retnember, dear sir, 

" Yours, &C. 

" Sam. Johnson." 
« [LmdoD] March S6, 1756." 

Dr. Adams .bJd me,tjuttthi8 scheme of a E&b(iothtqiu 
was R serious one : fer upcm his risiting him one d«y. 
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he found hisfHU'Ioar floor ~ covored Tith parcels of 
foreign and English literaiy jotimais, and he told Dr. 
Adams he meant to undertake a Hevieir. " How, sir, 
(said Dr. Adams,) can you .think of doing it idone ? 
AR branchex of knowledge must be ctHiddered in it. 
Do you Icnow Mathematicks ? Do you know Natural 
History ?" Johnson answered, " Why, s^p, I mustdo 
as well as I can. My chief purpose is to give my 
countrymen a view of what is doing in literature upon 
the continent ; and I shall have, in a good tneasore, 
tiie choice of my subject, for I shall select such battles 
as I best undnvtand." Dr. Adams suggested, tiiat 
as Dr. Maty had just then finished his BiblioiAeque 
Brifanniqtte, which ytas a well-executed work, giving . 
foreigners an account of Britidi publications, he 
night, with great advantage, assume him as an asnst- 
ant. " Hf, (said Johnson) the little black dog ! I'd 
throw him into the Thames." The scheme, however, 
was dropped. 

In one of h!s little memorandum-books I find the 
following hints for his intended Review or Litenur 
Journal : " The Annah of Literature, foreign a* todl 
at domestiek. Imitate Le Clerc — Bayle — Barbeyrac. 
Infelicity of Journals in England. " Works of the 
learned." We cannot take in all. Sometimes coj^ 
from foreign Joarndists. Always tell." 

"to dh. bibch. 

" I HAVE^oit some parts of my Dictionary, buA 
as were at hand, for your inspection. The fovour which 
I heg is, that if you do not like them^ you. will say 
nothing. I am, sir, - 

" Your moSt'saectienate humble servant, 

•• S*M. J«HIM«N." 
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" TO tin. BAHOEL JOHHIOIf. 
" UK, Notfolk'ttraet, April 23, 175G. 

" Thk part of your Dictitmary vhich you have 
fitrourad me with the eight of has ^ven me siuJi an 
idek of the whole, that I most aiacerelv congratulate 
tite publick upon the acquisition of a worVlong wanted, 
and now «xecut«d with an industry,. accuracy, and 
judgABieiit, eq al to the importance of the subject. 
You mi^t, perhaps, hare chosen one in which your 
genius would have appeared to more advantage, but 
Tou could not hare fixed upon any other in which your 
labours would have done such substantial service to 
ibe preaent age and to posterity. I am glad that 
your health has supported the application necessary 
to the perfbnuance of so vast a tasli; and can under- 
take to promise you as one (though perhaps the only) 
nward of it, the approbation and thanks of every weQ- 
wisher to the honour of tbe English language. I am, 
vith the greatest regard, nr, 

" Your most feithAil and 

" Most affectionate humble servant, 

"Tho, Birch.". 

Mr. Charies Bumey, who has since distinguished 
himself so much in the sdence'of Mustek, sod obtained 
K Doctor's degree from the University of Oxford, had 
been driven frcnn the capital b^ bad health, and was 
now residing at Lynne Ite^a in Norfolk. He had 
been so much delighted with Johnson's Rambler, and 
the pW of his Dictionary, that when the great work 
was announced in the news-papers as nearly finished, 
he wrote to Dr. Johnson, begging to be in&nned when 
Kud in what manner his Dictionary would be pub- 
lished ; entreating, if it should be by gubscHptioii, or 
he should have any boc^ at his own disposal, to be 
fevDurcd with six copies for himself and ^ends. 



.Xtat. 46.] BB. JOHNSON. 9Si 

In answer t^ this S4)i^c(iti<»i, Dr, J<rfiiiBOii wrote 
the following letter, of which (to use Dr> Burner's 
own words) " if it be remembered that it was written 
to an obscure young mao, who at this time had not 
much distingulBhed himself even in his own profe»- 
sion, but whose name could never have reached the 
authour irf The Rambler, the politeness and ra- 
banity may be opposed to some (rf the stories which 
have been lately circulated of £>r. Johnson's natural 
rudeness and ferocity." 

" TO HR. BUKMKT, IM LYNMB BEOIB, NQKrOLK. 



" If you imagine that by delaying my answer I 
intended to shew any neglect of the notice with which- 
you hare favoured me, you will neither think justly of 
yourself nor of me. Your ciyilities were offered with 
too much elegance not to engage attention; and I liare 
too much pleasure in pleasing men lilce you, jiot to feel 
wry sensibly the distinction which you have bestowed 
i^nme. 

" Few consequences of my endeayours to please or 
to benefit mankind have delighted me more tnao vour 
Midship thus voluntarily offered, which now I have 
it 1 hope to keep, because I hope to cioilinue to de* 
■erve it. 

" I have no Dictionaries to dispose of for myself, 
but shall be glad to have you direct your fiiends to 
Mr. Dodsley, because it was by his rectwunend&tioa 
that I was employed in the worlt. 

" When you have leisure to thipk again upon me, 
let me be favoured with another letter; and another 
yet, when you have looked into my Dictionary. If 
you find fitults, I shall endeavour to mend tJiem j if 
you find none, I shall thbk you blinded by kind par-. 
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tuditf : but to hare mnde yoa partial in his &nmr, 
will very much gratiiy the smtntian of) dr, 
" Your moat obHged 

" Aud most bumble serrant, 

" Sab. JoHNsaH." 



gb-MUBR, 

Aprils, 1 



FlceuMrcet, 
1766." 



Mr. Andrer MiUar, bookseller in the Strand, took 
the priDcipal charge of conducting the publication of 
Johnson's Dictionary ; and aa the patience of the pro- 
prietora was repeatedly tried, and almoat exhaustea, by 
their enwcting that the wmk would be ccnnpleted 
within the time which Johnson had eanguinely sup- 
posed, the learned autbour was often goaded to (k- 
spatch, more especially as he had received^ the copy 
money, by different drafts, a. considerable time befw« 
he had finished hb task. When the messenger who 
carried the last sheet to Millar returned, Johnson asked 
him, "Well, what did he say?"— "Sir, (answered 
the messenger) he said, thank God I hare done with 
him." " I am glad (replied Johnson, with a smile,) 
that he thanks God for any thing."' It is remark- 
able, that those with whom Johnson chiefly contracted 
for hid literary labours were Scotchmen, Mr. Millar 
and Mr. Strahan. MiUar, though himself no ^eat 
judge of literature, had good sense enough to hare for 
nis friends very aUe men, to gire him their opinuHi 
and advice in the purchase of copj<right ; the con^ 
sequence of which was his acquirmg a very large 
fortune, with great liberality. Jcdinson said of faira, 
"I respect Mular, sir; he has r^sed the price of 



■Ma in au:)) total vould have been m 
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literature." The same praiae may be juBtly gfven to 
Panckouclte, .the eminent bookBeller of Paris. IMtr. 
Strahan's liberality, judgementj and suc4%ss, are well 

kDOWD. 

" TO BENKST LANGTON, EBQ. AT LAKOTOIT, NBAR 
SPILSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE. 
" 81B, 

" It has been long obserred, that men do not 
suspect faults which ^hey do not commit ; y<mr own 
elegance of manners, and punctuality of complai- 
sance, did not suffer you to impute to ffle tbat negli- 
gence of which I was guilty, and which I hare not 
since atoned. I receired both, your letters, and re- 
ceived tiiem .with pleasure proportioned to the esteem 
which so short an acquaintance Btrongly impre.ssed, 
and which I hmte to confirm by neaier knowledge, 
though I am a&^d that gra^ificatioa will be for a, 
time withheld. 

" I have, indeed, published my book,' of which t 
bee to know your fatner's judgement, and yours; and 
I bare now staid long enough to watch its progress in 
the world. It has, you see, ns patrons, and, I tliink, 
has yet had no opponents, except the critidcs of the 
coflWhouse, whose outcries are soon dispersed into 
the air, and are thought on no more : &om this, there- 
fore, I am at liberty, and think of taking the oppor- 
tunity of this interval to make an excursion, and why 



not then into Lincolnshire? or, to taiention a atron^r 
attraction, why not to dear Mr. Langton ? I will giTe 
the true reason, which. I know you will approre :-— I 
have a mother more than eighty years olo, who has 
counted the days to the publication of my book, in 
h<q»e8 of seeing me ; and to her, if I can disengage 
myself here, I lesolve to go. 

1 Hi«I>ktian*rr. 



234 THB UFE or [17Sf. 

" As I know, dear sir, titat to ddav my visit for a 
reason like tliis, will not deprive me u your esteem, I 
beg it may not lessen your kindness. I have very sel- 
dom received an offer of Meudsbip which I bo earnestly 
desire to cultivate and mature. I shall rejoice to hear 
from you, till I can see you, and will see you as soon 
as I can ; for, when the duty that calls me to Lich- 
field b disdmrged, my indmation will carry me to 
Langton. I sl^ delight to hear the ocean roar, or 
see the stars twinkle, in the company of men to whom 
Nature does not spread her volumes or utter ber voice 
in vain. 

" Do not, dear sir, make the slowness of this letter 
ft precedent for delay, or ima^ne that I ^tproved the 
incivility that I have committed ; for I have kaowA 
you enough to love you, and sincerely to wish a fnr- 
tiier knowle^e ; and I assure you, once more, that to 
live in a house that contains such a father and such a 
son, will be accounted a very unoommon degree of 
pleasure, I^, dear sir, 

" Your most oblieed, 

" And most numble serrsot, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
«M»y«, 17M." 



" TO TBK REVBBEMD UK. THOMAS WARTON. 
" DEAR SIB, 

" I AU griered that you shoold think me capaUe 
of -neglecting your letters^ and beg you will never ad- 
mit any such su^idon again. I purpose to come down 
next week, if you shall be there ; or anyotber week, 
that shall be more agreeable to you. Therefore let 
me know. I can stay this visit but a week, but in- 
tend to make preparations for a longer stay next 
time ; being resolved not to loae ngbt tf the Univer- 
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dty. How goes Apolloniua^' Don't let bim be for- 
gotten. Some things of this kind must.be done, to 
keep ua up. Pay my compliments to Mr. Wise, and 
all my other Iriends. I think to come to Kettel-Htdl. 

" Your most affectionate, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 
« [l^ndoB] May 13, 176fi." 



" It is strange how many tjiings will happen to 
intercept every pleasure, though it [he^ only that of 
two friends meeting together. ■ 1 have promised my- 
self every day to infonn you when yon might expect 
me at Oxfijra, and have not been able to fix a time. 
The time, however, is, ' I think, at last cxnue ; and I 
Nomise myself to'repose in Kettel-Hall, one of the 
first nights of the next week. ' I .am atrtuA my stay 
with you cannot be long ; biit what is the inference P 
We must endeavour to make it cheerful. I widi your 
brother could meet us, that we might go and drink te^ 
with Mr. Wise in a body. I hope he will he at Ox- 
ford, or at his nest of British and Saxon antit^uities.* 
1 shall expect to see S])eDSer finished, and many other 
things begun. Dodsley is gone to visit the Dutch. 
The Dictionary sells well. The rest of the world goes 
on as it did. 

" Dear sir, 

" Your moet afiectionate, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 
« [Londw] June 10, 175S." 

1 " A tramUtioD of Apollamua fibodiiu wta dov intendsd bjr 
Mr. Wtoau." 
2" AtEUifidd, • rilUeclhicc nriki firoan OtAxi-" 
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TO THE EAHC. 
" DBAS SIR, 

" To talk of coming to you, and not yet to come, 
has an air of trifling which 1 would not willingly hare 
among you; and which, I heliere, you will not will- 
ingly impute to me, when I hare told you, that since 
my promise, two of our partners ' are dead, and that 
I was solicited to suspend my exenrsioa till we could 
recover from our ctmfiision. 

" I have not laid aside my purpose; for every day 
makes me more impatient of staying from you. But 
d^th, yoa know, hears mit sunpl^atioos, nor pays 
any rei^ird to the convenience of mortals. I hope nov 
to see you next week ; but next week is but another 
name ror to-morrow, which has been noted for pro-' 
misuig and deceiring. 

« {Looaon] Juii>2i, 17U." 

TO THE BAHB. 

" Bxin siK, 
" I TOLD yoti that among the manuscaipts are 
some things of Sir Thomas More. I beg you to pass 
an hour in loi^ng on them, and procure a transcript 
of the ten or twenty first lines of each, to be craupared 
with what I hare ; that I may know whether they are 
yet published. The manuscripts are these : 

" Cotakigue of Bodl. MS. pag. 13S. F. 3. Sir Tho- 
mas M(««. 

" 1. Fall of angels. S. Creation and foil of mankinds 
a. Determination of the Trinity for the rescue of 
'mankind. 4. Fire lectures of our Saviour's passion. 

I *> Boobdlen cmoomd in hm IKctiontfr." 
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5. Of the institution of the Sacrament, three leet^im. 

6. How to receive the blessed body of our Lord aa^ 
cnunentally. 7- Neomenia, the new moon. 8. De 
tristitia, tadio, pavore, et oratione Ckristi ante cap- 
tionem ejus. 

" Catalogue, mg. 154. Lifeof Sir Thomas More.' 
Q«. Whether Roper's ? Page S65. De resignatione 
Magni SigiUi in manus Regis per D. Thomam Mo- 
rum. Pag. 36*. Mori Defensto Moria. 

" If you procure tiie young gendeman in the Ii~ 
brary to writ« out what you tbink fit to be written, I 
w3I send to Mr. Prince the bookseller to pay him 
what you shall think proper. 

" Be pleased to make my compliments toMr.iWise, 
and all my fneods. I am, sir, 

" Yoor afiectiiHiate, &c 

" Sam. Johnson." 
'• [LoDdon] Aug. 7, 17l»." 

The Dictionary, with a Grammar and History of 
the English Language, being now at length publisned, 
in two Tolnmes folio, the world contemplated with 
wonder so stupendous a work atchiered by one man, 
while other countries bad thou^t such undertakings 
£t only for whole academies. Vast as his powers were, 
I cannot but think that his imagination deceived him, 
when he supposed that by constant application he 
might hare performed the task in three jears. Let 
the Prefece be attentively perused, in which is given, 
in a clear, strong, and glowing style, a comprehensive, 
yet particular view of what he had done'; ajid it will 
be evident, that the time he employed upon it tvaa 
comparativeiy short. I am unwilling to swell my book 
with long quotations from what is in every body's 
hands, and I believe there are few prose compositions 
in the English language that bj% read with more de- 
light, or are more impressed upon the njemory, than 
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that prtJiminwy diKOurse. One of iti exo^end«a 
bu atwsjrs Btruck me with peculiar admiratiiMi ; ] 



shall quote the following sentence : " When ths radi- 
cal idea branches out into parallel nunifieadons, how 
oan a consAnitiTe Beriea be formed of seneei in their 
own nature collateral i" We hare here an example of 
what has been often aaid, and I believe with jua^ 
tice, that there is for eyery thought a certain nice 
adaptatim of words Which none other could equal, aoJ 
which, when a man has been so fortunate as to hit, he 
has attained, in that particular case, Ihe perfection of 
luKiia|«> 

The extensive reading which was abeolutelv necen 
sary for the accumulation of authorities, ana which 
idone may account for Johnson's retentive mind being 
enriched with a very large and variouB store of know- 
ledge and imagerr, must have occupied several years. 
The Preface fiirmdies an' eminent instance of a dou- 
Ue talent, of which Johnsoo tns fully ctwiscious. &r 
JoshuaReyndds heard him gay, " There are two things 
which I am confident I can do very well : one is an 
introduction to any hterary work, stating what it is 
to contain, and how it should be executed in the most 
perfect manner: the othei 
from various causes why ti 

Sual to what the authour promised to himself and to 
e publick." 

How should puny scribUere be abashed and dis- 
appointed, when they find him di^aying a perfect 
theory of lexicop^phical excellence, yet at the same 
time candidly and modestly allowing Uiat he "had not 
satisfied' his own expectations." Here wae a feir occ»- 
sion for the exercise of Johnson's modesty, when ho 
was called upon to compare his own arduous perf<Hm- 
ance, not with those of other indiriduals, (m which 



cue hiB inflexible regard to troth wobM turn been 
rioltUed had he affected diffidence,) but witk specu- 
lative perfectioiv; as he, nho can outstrip all his com- 
petitors in th» race, may yet be sensible of his defi- 



ciency when he nms against time. Well might he say, 
ihat " the English Dictionary vaa written with litue 
assiBtance of the learned ;" for he told me, that the 



mily aid which he received was a paper containing; 
twenty etymolt^es, eent to him by a person then lui- 
known, who he was afterwards informed was Dr. Pearc«, 
Bishtm oi Rochester. The etymologies, though they 
«xh}bit learning and judgement, are not, I think, en- 
titled to the first praise amongst the various paits of 



this immense work. The definitions have always ap- 
peared te me such .astonishing proois of acuteness of 
intellect and precisipnof language, as indicate a genius 
of the highest rank. This it is which marks the su- . 
jperiour excellence of Johnson's Dictionary over others 
equally or even more voluminous, and must bav« 
nude it a wock of mnch greater mental labour than 
mere Lexicons, or Woxd-Books, as the Dutch c^ 
them. They, who will make the experiment of trying 
how they can define a few words of whatever nature, 
^11 soon be satisfied of the imqtieetionable justice' of 
this observation, which I can assure my readers is 
founded upon miich study, and upon communication 
with more minds thau my own. 

A few of his definitions must be -admitted to be 
erroneous. Thus, Windviard and Leeward, though 
directly of opposite meaning, are defined identicwljr 
the same way ; as to which inconsiderable q>ed[s it u 
enough to observe, that his Prefooe announces that he 
vaa aware there mi^t be many such in so immense 
a work ; nor was he at all disconcerted when an in- 
stance was pointed out to him. ' A lady once asked 
him how he came to define Pattern the knee of « 
hone : inMead t/t tnaldag m «labanrt« drfenoe, ai di« 
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«xpeetod, he at once answered, " Ignonmce, madiuD, 
pure ignorance." Hia definition oi Network has been 
often quoted with sportive malignity, as obscuring a. 
thing tn itself rery plain. But to these frivoloas 'cen- 
sures no other answer is necessary than that with which 
we are furnished by bis own Prefiice. " To explain, re- 
<]uireB the^ use of terms less abetrtoe than that which 
is to be explained, and such terms cannot always be 
fmWd. For as nothing can be proved but by supposing' 
aomething intuitively known, and evident without 
proof, BO nothing can be defined but by the use of 
words too plain to admit of definition. Sometimes 
easier wwds are changed into harder; as, burial, into 
tepiJture or inlemmtt dry, into desiceaiive; diynets, 
into siccUjf, or aridity; fit, into paroxism! fm the 
eauea wwd, whatever it bey can never be translated 
into (me more easy." 

His inta^ucing his own opinions, and even pre- 
judices/ under general definitions of words, while at 
the same time the original meaning <^ the words is 
not explained, as his Tory, Whig, Pention, Oats, Ex~ 
cite,' and a &w more, cannot le fiilly defended, and 

1 Hethiu defioea Eidie: 'A hataAil tax levied upon commodi' 
&«, and adjudged not by die caaaaoa judges of mapettj, but 
vi^chw hired by thme to whom Excise is pud.' The Craiiniis- 
Bonen of Exdae bting oflended by this severe reflection, ammilCed 
Mr. HuTT^, thcaAttomiyOeDerkl, to know wbetha redress could 
be legaDv obtuned. I wished to have procaied for my readcn s 
copy of the opinion whiA he gave, and wliich may now be justly 
conudered as history ; but the m jatenoui leerecy of office it seemi 
would not permit it. I am, however, iniiimied, by itey^ood au- 
tbcnity, that its import was, that (he paasage mn^t be conndered as 
•etJDlMble; but thai il would be mrae prudett hi the board not to 
ptoMeate. JohuMmnevn madetfaeimiUatiltcratisn in tlui paw- 
age. We findbe still retained his eaiiy pr^udice agaiDst Exdse ; 
fcr in " The Idler, No. 66," there k ihe to"—'-- ™- — *~-^i 

nad not an uiMspMted HMOiUBi^ b«Mi hafialy dim^med,' woold. 
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■nmeb be pUced to tke acooant of c^nicioua and bu- 
moroua indnlgeiioe. Talking to me upon thia salv- 
ject when we were at Ashboume in 1777. he men- 
tioned a Btill stronger instance of the predominanoe of 
his private feelings in the composition of this work, 
than any now to be found in it. "■ You know, sir. 
Lord Gower forsook the old Jacobite interest. When 
I came to the word Renegado, after telling that it 
meant ' one who deserts to the enemy, a revolter,' I 
added, Stmetimes tee say a Gowgh. ■ Thus it went to 
the press : but the printer had more wit than I, and 
struck it oat." 

Let it, however, be ranembered, that this indul- 
gence does not display itself only in sarcasm towards 
oUiers, but sometimes in playful allusion to the no- 
tions commonly .entertained of his own laborious task. 
Thus: "Gru£-j/reef, the name of astreet in London, 
niucb inhabited by writers of small histories, diction' 
ariet, and temporary poems ; whence any mean pro- 
ductjon is called Grub-street."— "Lexicographer, a 
writer of dictionaries, a karmleis drudge." 

At tbe time when he was concludii^ bis very elo- 
quent Prdace, JohnsMi's mind appears to have been 
in such a state of depression, &iM w« cannot ctHi- 
template withmit wonder the vigorouB and splendid 
■ thoughts whidi so highly distinguish that perform- 
ance. " I (says hej may surely be contented witbout 
the prtuse of perfection, which if I could obtain in this 
gloom of solitude, what would it avail me ? I have 
protracted my work till most of those whom I wished 
to please hare sunk into the grave ; and success and 
miscarriage are empty aouods. I dierefore dismiss it 
with frigid tranquillity, having little to fear (r* hope 

with^llie bdp of fkcdoiulcnduU^, hare been bmiM^t into qiu^ 
tioiijbjrtha tiro kwot of all human bdiigi,a8iaibbler&>r*pBnri 
and a Comniiniciiei of Excue." The bchihh to -whiBa baaiMlta 
mm Hi. Jdin Oldmiinn, and Ocgi^ Ducket, B^q. 
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froti OBURira or from praiK." Thst tlua indifierence 

TU rather a temponry than an babttual feeling, ap- 
pean, I think, from lus letters to Mr. Warton ; and 
■owerer lie may hare been affected for the moment, 
certain it ia that the honours which his great work 
procured him, both at home and abroad, were rerv 
mt«ful to him. His friend the Earl of Corke and 
Orrery, being at Florence, presented it to the j4ca~ 
4emia delia Cruica. That Academy sent Johnaoa 
thur Focabuiario, and the French Acadtimy sent him 
their Dietionnaire, which Mr.Langtou had the ple»- 
•ure to convey to bim. 

It must undoubtedly aeem strange, that the ccm- 
duflion of his Ptehce should be expressed in terms 
so denionding, when it is considered that the authour 
was then only in his forty-sixth vear. But we most 
asoibe its gJotHn to that miserable d^ection of spirits 
to which he was constitutionally subject, and which 
WM aggrarated by the death of his wife two years 
bef«H«. I hare heard it ingeniously observed by a 
lady of rank and elegance, that " his melancholy was 
then at its meridian." It pleased God to grant him 
almost thirty years of life after this time ; and once 
when he was in a placid frame of mind, he was ob- 
liged to own to me that he had enioved h^ipier days, 
and had niany more friends, since'rnat gloomy hour, 
than before. 

It is a sad saying, that " most of those whom he 
wished to please haA sunk into the grave ;" and hia 
ease at forty-liTe whs Angularly unhappy, unless the 
circle of his friends was very narrow. I have often 
thought, that as longevity is generally desired, and I 
believe, generally expected, it would be wise to be 
GontiuuiulT adding to the number of our friends, that 
the loss of some may be supplied bv others. Friend- 
shin, " the wine of life," diould, like a well-stocked 
eelfar, be thus continually reneired; and it is O 
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twT to tlmik, that oltliougb ve can leldom add what 
will equal the generous^rjf^rtno^Ai of our youth, yet 
friendship becomes inseDsibly old in much less time 
than is commonly imagined, and not raajiy years 
are required to make it very mellow and pleasant.' 
Warmth will, no doubt, make a conaiderable differ^ 
ence. Men of affectionate temper and bright fancy 
will coalesce a great deal B04mer than those who are 
cold and dull. 

The proposition which I have now endeavoured to 
illustrate was, at a subsequent period of his life, tfaje 
pinion of Johnson himself. He said to Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, " If a man does not make new acquaintance 
as he advances tiirough life, he will soon find himself 
left alone. A man, sir, should keep his friendship in 
cotiataiit repair." 

The celebrated Mr. Wilkes, whose notions and 
habits of life were very oppodte to hia, but who waa 
ever emiqent for literature and vivacity, sallied f(H^ 
with a little Jtu d'Etprit upon the following passage 
. in his Grammar of the English Tongue, prefixed to 
t^ Dictionary: " H seldom, perhaps never, begins 
any hut the first syllable." In an essay printed in 
" the Publidc Advertiser," this lively writer eonme* 
rated many instances in opposition to this remark ; 
for example, " The authour of this obserration must 
be a man of a quick appre-hensioi, and of a moat 
eompre-hentivt! genius." The position is undoubtedly 
exp^ssed with too much latitude. 

This light sally, we may suppose, made no great 
impression on our Lexicographer ; for we find that be 
did not alter the passage till many years afterwards.' 

1 In the third edition, pablidied in 1773, he left out the irard* 
jftrbapi tiever, and added tiie folknring paragraph : 

" It SDmetimea begins middle oi final ayllablea in woidi com. 
pounded, a» Hock-head, <h denved hwa the Idtin, ai eompn- 
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He had the {deaanre of bong treated in a very 
different tnaoner by his M pupil Mr. Ganick, in the 
following complimentary Epigram : 

" Ore Johnson's Dictionary. 

" TtLZ of ma with it Bricon, lull boldl; advance, 
Hat one Englii^ toldier wil] beat Im of France ; 
Would we altei Iha boast ttom the (word to the pen, 
. Oiu odds aie ttin gieater, mill gnMa dot men : 
In the deq) mines oT idence thou^ Fnndunen may toil, 
Can their itro^th be eompar'd to Locke, Newton, and Boyle f 
Let ibem nUy their heroes, send forth all their powen, 
Thnr vetse-men and pioSE-men, then match them with Oun 1 
first ShakapesTB and Milton, like Ooda in the fight, 
Have put their whole drama and epick to fli{^l { 
In satire*, epiitles, nod odes, would the; cope, 
Thsr numbers retreat before Oiyden and Pope i 
And JohoKHi, well arm'd like a hero of yoie, 
Hw beat forty French,' and will beat tor^ mote !" 

Johnson thia year ga.ve at once a proof o( kis be- 
nerolence, qtiickneas U apprehension, and admiralde 
art of compoBition, in the assistance which he gave 
to Mr. Zachariah Williams, father of the blind lady 
vhom he had humanely received under his roof. Mr. 
Williams had follotrea the profession of phy^ck in 
Wales ; but having a very strong propensity to the 
study of natural philosophy, had made many ingenious 
advances towards a discovery of the lon^tude, and 
lepaired to London in hopes of obtaining the ^cat 
parliamentary reward. He £uled of success; but 
Johnson having made himself master of his principles 
and experiments, wrote for him a pamphlet, published 
in quarto, with the following title : " An Account of 

1 Th« number of the Frmdi Academy etaployed in aettling 
itieir language. 

u.g.rzpar', Google 



an Attempt to ascertain tlie Longitude at Sea, by 
an exact Theory of the Variation of the Magnetical 
Needle ; with a Table of the Variations at the most 
remarkable Cities iu Europe, from the year I66O to 
1860."t To diffuse it more exteosiTely, it was ac- 
companied with an Italian translation on the opposite 
^ige, which it is supposed was the work of Signor 
Buetti, an Italian ctf considerable literature, who 
having come to England a few yeai^ before, had been 
employed in the capacity both of a language mastef 
and an authour, and formed an intimacy with Dr. 
'Johnson. This pamphlet Johnson presented to tha 
Bodleian Library. On a blank leaf of it is pasted a 
paragraph cut out of a newspaper, containing an ac- 
count ot the death and character of Williams, plainly 
written by Johnson.' , 

In July thb year he had formed aome scheme of 
mental improTement, the particular purpose of which 
does not appear. But we find in his " Prayer% and 
HeditationB," p. 35, a prayer entitled, " On the 
Study of Philosophy, as an instrument of living;" 
and after It follows a note, " This study was not 
pursued." 

On the 15th of the same month be wrote in his 
Journal the following scheme of life, for Sunday: 
" Having lived" (as he with tenderness of cooscienoa 
expresses himself) " not. without an habitual reverenca 
for the Sabbath, yet without that attention to its re- 
ligions duties which Christianity retjuires ;" 

I " On Satuid*j: dH I21I1, *bout twdje mt. night, died Mr. 
ZiehuUb Winiung, in hia dghCy-thiid yeni, aAa m illneu ot 
eight moTiths, in fuil mtseaaoa of his metiUl faculties. He hu 
bMii long kaown to [Uiilosaphen and seamen for hia akill in mag- 
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"I. Td rise early, and in order t« it, to go to sleep 
eariy on Saturday. 

" 2. To use some extraordinary derotitm in the 
monting^ 

" 3. To examine the tenour c^ my life, and parti- 
cularly the last week ; and to mark my advances ta 
religion, or recession from it. 

" i. To read the Scripture methpdicaUy with audi 
helps as are at hand. 

" 5. To go to church twice. 

" 6. To read books of Dirinity, either speculatire 
or practical. 

" 7" To instruct my fiunily. 

" 8. To wear off by meditation any worldly seal 
contracted in the week." 

In 1756 Johnson found that the great ibne of his 
Dictionary had not set him abore the neoessity of 
" making provision for the day that was passing over 
him.'' No royal or noble patron extended a muni- 
ficent hand to give independence to the man wbo had 
conferred atabflity on the language of his country. 
We may feel indignant that there should have bera 
such unworthy Defect; but we must, at the same 
time, congratulate ourselves, when we consider, that 
to this very neglect, operating to rouse tlie natural 
ind<dence of his constitution, we owe many valuable 
productions, whidi otherwise, pei4iaps, might never 
hare mpeared. 

He had spent, during the progress of the work, 
the money for which he had contracted to write his 
Dictionary. We have seen that the reward of his 
labour was onlv fifteen hundred and seventy-five 
pounds; and when the expense of amanuenses and 
paftT, and other articlee, are deducted, his dear 
profit was very inconsiderahk. I once said to him, 
" I am sorry, sir, you did not get more for your Dic- 
tionary." His answer was, " f am sorry t«o> But 
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H waa vety wdl. The bookseUers are geBerau libt^al- 
minded men." He, upon all occaei(»ie> did ampk 
justice to their character in tJiia respect He cou- 
udered them as the patrons of literature; and, in- 
deed, although they hare eventually been couuderable 
tfainers by his Dictionary, it is to them that we owe 
Its having been imdertaken and carried through at the 
risk of great expense, for they were not ataolutely 
sure of being indemnified. 

On the first day of this year we find from his pri- 
vate deTOtions, that he had then recovered from sidi- 
ness, and in February, that his eye was restored to 
The pous gratitude witli whidi he adtnow- 



ledges mercies upon every occanon is very editying; 
as is the humble submission which he to^athes, when 
it is the wiD of his heavenly Father to try him with 
sfflicbons. As such dispositions beonne uie state of 
naa here, and are the true effects of religious diad- 
pUoe, we cannot but venerate in Johnson me of the 
most ezercued minds that our holy religion hath ever 
framed. If there be any tbougbtleea enough to sup- 
pose auch'exerdse the wealmess <rf a great understandf 
ing, let them lo(A up to Johnson, and be convinced 
that what he so earnestly practised must have a 
rstitmal finuidaticMi. 

His w^ks this year were, an abstract or epitome, 
in octavo, of his fn^o Dictionary, and a few essays in 
a monthly publication, entitled, " The Universal 
ViBiTER. Christopher Smart, with whose unhappy 
vacillation of mind he sincerely eyntpathised, was one 
c^. the stated undertaliers of this miscellany ; and it 
was to assist him that Johnson sometimes employed 
his pen. All the essays marked with two atteruks 
have been ascribed to him ; but,.! am confident, from 
internal evidence, that of these, neittier " The Life 
of'Cbaucer," " Refiections. on the State of Portugal," 
nw an " Essay on Architecture," wmc writtai 1^ 
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him. I an eqnalljr confident, upon the eame evi. 
denoe, that he wrote " Further Thou^ts on Agri- 
culture j"t being the sequel of a very mferiour essay 
m the Batne subject, and whid), though carried on a» 
if by the same hand, is both in thinking and ezpre»< 
tdon so far above it, and so strikingly peculiar, as to 
leave DO doubt of its true parent ; and th^t he also 
wntte " A DiBsertatioB on the State of Litetatere and 
Authours,"t and " A Dissertation on the Epita^s 
written b^ 1*006." * The last of these, indeed, he 
aftenrards added t» his " Idler." Why the eswys 
truly vritten by him are marked in the same manner 
with some whidi he did not write, I cannot explain ; 
but with deference to thoae who have ascribed to him 
the three essays which I have rejected, they want all 
the characteristical marks of J^nsmian onnposition. 
He engaged also to superintend and contribiite 
kt^y to another monthly publication, entitied " Thb 
Literary Maoazime, or Universal Rbview;"* 
the first atimber of which cane out in May this 
year. What were hia emoluments from this nndn- 
taking, and what other writers were employed in it, 
I hare not discovered. He continued tu write, in it^ 
with intermissions, till the fifteenth number; and I 
think that he never gave better proofa of the force, 
acuteness, and vivacity of hie mind, than in this mis* 
cellany, whether we consider his original essays, or 
his reviews of the works of others. Th^ " Prelimi- 
nary Address "+ to the publick, is a proof how this 
great man could embellish, with the g^uxs of supe- 
Tiour compo«il3on, even so trite a thing as the plan of 



His original essays are, " An Introduction to the 
Political State of Great- Britain ;!'+ "Remarks on 
the Militia Bill -"f " Obserrationa on hie Britannick 
Majesty's Treaties with the Empress of Russia and 
tie Landgrare of Hesse Cassel;"t " Observatimis on 
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Frederick III. King of PniBaia."t In sll these he 
diaplsyti exteaaive political knowledge and sagacity, 
expre^ed with uncommoa energy and pravpicuity, 
without any of those words which ue Bometimes took 
K pleasure in adopting, in imitation of Sir Thoqias 
Browne ; of whose " Christian Morals" he this year 
gave an edition, with hia "Life"" prefised to it, 
Vhidi is one of Johnson's best biographical perfonn- 
ancea. In one instance only in these essays has he 
indulged his Bromnism. Dr. Bobe^rtson, the historian, 
mentioned it to me, as haying at once convinced him 
that Johnson was the authour of the " Memoirs of 
the King of Prussia." Speaking of the pride which 
the old king, tlie father of his hero, took in being 
master of the tallest regiment in Europe, he sa;^ 
" To review this toaering regiment was his daily 
pleasure ; and to perpetuate it was so much his cajte, 
that when he met a tall woman, he immediately cotn- 
manded one of his Titatdan retinue to marry her, 
that they might propagate procerity." For this 
AngIo>Latian word procerity, Johnson had, however, 
the authority of Addison. 

His reviews are of the following books : " Birch's 
History of the Royal Society ;"t " Murphy's Gray's- 
Inn Joumal;"+ " Warton's Essay on the Writings 
and Genius of Pope, Vol. !."+ " Hampton's Trans- 
lation of Polybius;"t " Blackwell's Memoirs of the 
Court of Augustus ;"+ " Russel's Natural History of 
Aleppo;"+ " Sir Isaac Newton's Arguments in Proof 
of a Deity;"i' " Borlase's History of the Isles of 
SciHy;"+ " Holme's Experiments on Bleachinff;"t 
" Browne's Christian Morals;" t "Hales ondistillina 
Sea-Water, Ventilators in Ships, and curing an ill 
Taste in Milk/'+ " Lucas's ^say on Waters ;"t 
" Keith's Catalogue tff the Scottish BidiopB ;"* 
" Brmrae's History of Jaipaica;"t " Philosc^ucal 
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TnaaarHoas, Vol XLlX."t " Mrs. Lennox'B Tr^t»> 
lation of SuH/s Memoirs;"* " Misoell^ea by Eliut- 
beth Harti9on;"t " Evans's Map aad Acxmont of the 
Middle Colonies in America;" + " Letter tm the Case 
of Admiral Byng;" • " Appeal to the People conceni- 
m^ Admiral Byng;"* " Han way '9 Eight Days Jour- 
ney, and Essay on Tea;"' " The Cadet, a Milifary 
Treatise;"^' " Some further Particidars ui B«latioii 
to the Case of Admiral Byng, hy a GentJemaa of 
Oxfiwd;"* " The Conduct of the Ministry relating 
to the present War impjutially examined;"t " A 
Free Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of En)."* 
All these, fi-om internal evidence, were written by 
Johnscoi : some of them I know he avowed, and hare 
inu-ked them with as eiterUk accordingly. Mr. 
Thomas Davies, indeed, ascribed to him the 9ie- 
ijew of Mr. Burke's " Inquiry into the Origin of our 
Ideas of the Sublime and Beautifid ;" and Sir 3<Am 
Hawkins, with equal discernment, has inserted it ib 
his collection of Johnson's works : wh^eas it has no 
resemblance to J<^nson's composition, and is w«II 
known to have been written by Mr. Mui^y, who has 
adniowledged i.t to me and many others. 

It is worthy 4^ remark, in justice to Johnson's po- 
litical character, which has been misrepresented as 
abjectly submissive to power, that his " OhservatioaB 
va the present Stnte of Aflairs" glow with as ani- 
mated a spirit of constitution^ '''^I^ "^ '^^^^ ^ found 
any where. ThuS he begins: " lae time is now 
come, in which every Englishman expects to be in- 
lormed of the natiotud affairs ; and in wluch he bas a 
ri^t to have that expectation gratified. For, what- 
ever may be urged by ministers, or those whom vanity 
vt int«%st make the followers of ministers, concern., 
ing the necessity of confidence in our governours, and 
tlie presUmptioQ of prying with profane eyes into the 
wcaaaca of policy, it is erident that this revCTtnce t«B 



be cUimedooly by counads y«t unexecuted, ai)d|m>- 
iflcts auapeodea in deJiberation. But when a dedgq 
has ended ia miscarriage or success, icheu every eyft 
and every ear is ffitness to genra^ discontent, (» 
general satisfaction, it ia then a proper time to dis^ 
entangle confusion and illuatrate obscurity; to shew 
1:^ what causes every event was produced, and in what 
effects it is ILkely t« terminate ; to lay down with di- 
stinct particularity what rumour always huddles in 
general exclamation, or perplexes by indigested nar- 
ratives ; to shew whence happiness or calamity is de- 
rived, and whence it may be expected ; and honestly 
to lay before the people what iiiquiry can gather of the 
past, and conjecture can estimate of the Aiture." 

Here we have it assumed as an incontrovertible 
principle, that in this country the people are the su- 
perintendents of the conduct and measures of those by 
whom govemment ia administered ; of the beneficial 
effect of which the present reign aObrded an illustrious 
example, when addresses &oni all parts of the kingi 
doa controuled an audacious attempt to introduce a 
Dew power subveTsive of the crown. 

A stiD stronger proof of his patriotick spirit appear» 
in his review of an " Essay on Waters, by Dr. Lucas," 
at whom, aft^ describing him as a man well known 
to the world for his daring defiance of power, when he^ 
thought it exerted on tiie side of wrong, he thu» 
speaks: " The Irish ministers drore him from his 
_itative country by a proclamation, in which they 
charge him with crimes of which they never intended 
to be called to the proof, and op^H'essed him by ue* 
thods equally irresistible by guilt and innocence. 

'■' Let the man thus driven into exile, for having 
been the friend of his country, be received in every 
othtfe place as a confessor of liberty ; and let the toohi 
of power be taiufat in time, that they may rob^ but 
casnot knpovOTsh." 
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Some of his reriewB in thii Hagasrine are very riiort 
BccoDBts of the pieces noticed, and I mention them 
only that Dr. Jtmnson's opinion of the works may be 
known ; but many of them are examfdes of elaborate 
criddsm, in the most masterly style. In his reriew 
of the " Memcnrs of the Court of Augustus," he has 
the resolution to think and speak from his own mind, 
regardless of the cant transmitted from age to age, in 
pruse of the ancient Romans. Thus : " I know not 
why any one but a school-boy in his declamation 
Aould whine orer the Commonwealth of Rome, which 
new great only by the misery of the reat of mankind. 
The Romans, like others, as soon as they grew rich, 
grew corrupt ; and in their corruption sold the Uvea 
and freedoms of themselves, and of one another." 
Again, " A people, who while they werepoco' robbed 
mankind ; and ag soon as they became ridi, robbed 
ene another." In his reriew of the Miscellanies ia 
prose and verse, publided by Elisabeth Harrissn, 
but written by many hands, he gives an eminent 
proof at once of hi* orthodoxy and candour. " Tlie 
anthours of the essays in ^rose seem generally to have 
imitated, «r tried to imitate, the copiousness and 
houriance of Mrs. Howe. This, however, is not all 



thdr pruse ; they have laboured to add to her bright- 
ness tu imagery, her purity of sentiments. The poets 
have had Dr. Watti before their eyes; a writer, who. 



if he stood not in the first class of genius, compen- 
sated that defect by a ready appUcation of his powers 
to the promotion of piety. The attempt to employ 
the ranaments of romance in the decoration of retigion, 
was, I think, firet made by Mr. Boi/le's Martyrdom o^ 
Theodora} but Boyte'a philosophical studies did not 
dlow him time for the cultivation of style ; and the 
cmnpletion of the great design was reserved for Mrs. 
liame. Dr. Watt$ was one of the first who taught 
the Dissenters to write and tpeak like otitw men. hf 
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■bewing tiiem that elegttBce might consist with piety. 
They would have both done honour to n better so- 
ciety, for they had that chuity which might well 
mstks their failings be forgotteiij and with which the 
whole Christian world wish for communion. They 
were pure from all the heresies of an age, to which 
«?ery opinion is become a favourite that the uni- 
versal church has hi^erto detested ! 

" This praise the general interest of mankind re- 
quires to be given to writers who please and do not 
corrupt, who bstruet and do not weary. But to 
-them all human eulogies are vain, whom I believe «^ 
plauded by angels, and numbered with the just." 

His defence of t«a against Mr. Jonas Hanway's 
Ti^Jent attack upon that elegant and popular be- 
verage, shews how very well a man of genius can write 
upon the slight^t subject, when he writes, as the 
Italians say, con amore : I suppose no person ever en- 
joyed with more relish the incision of that fragrant 
leaf than Johnson. The quantities, which he £-anb 
of it at all hours were so great, that his nerves must 
have been uncommcHily strong, not to have been ex- 
tremely relaxed by audi an intemperate use of it. He 
assured me, tiiat ne never felt the least inconvenience 
from it ; which is a proof that the fault of his omsti- 
tution was rather a too great tension of fibres, than 
the contrary. Mr. Hanway wrote an angry answer 
to Johnson's review of his Essay on Tea, and- John- 
son, after a full and deliberate pause, made a reply to 
it ; the only instance, I believe, in the whole course of . 
his 'life, when he condescended to oppose any thing 
that was written against him. I suppose when he 
tiioi^ht of any of his little antagonists, he was erer 
justly aware of the high sentiment of Ajax in Ond: 
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But, indeed, the good Hr. Hanmy laid himself bo 
open to ridicule, that Jobneon's aninudTersicmB upon 
liiB attack were chiefly to make sport- 

Tbe generosity with which he pleads the catue ri 
Admiral Byng ia hi^Iy to the honour <^ his heart 
and qurit. 'Iliough fokaire affects to he wittv upon 
the rate of (Jiat tmTortunate officer, obsernng that he 
was shot " potiT eneoaragtr let auiret," the nation 
has long been satisfied tli^ his life was sacrificed to 
Hk political feirour of the times. In the vault be- 
longuie to the Torrington &mily, in the church of 
SouthnJ, in Bedfordshire, thew is the following 
Epitimh upon his miULument, which I have Iran- 

" To THE PKnPBTUAL DiSOBlCB 

or ruBUCK JrsTicn, 

Tan HoMouRABi^ Jobk Btno, Esg. 

Adkibai. of tbx Bi.vb, 

Fbu. a Mabttb to political 

Pebsbcdtion, 
Mabgh 14, IN THE Ybab 1767i 
WHEN Bbatbbt and Lotaltt 
wbbe iNBurriciENT Sbcvbitibs 

FOB THE LjFB AND HONOUB OF 

A Natal Officbb." 

Johnson's most exquisite critical essar in tlie .Li- 
terary Magazine, and indeed any where, is his review 
rf StMune Jenyns's " Inquiry into the Origin of Evil." 
Jenyns was possessed of livdy talents, and a style emi- 
nently pure and easy, and could very happily play 
with a light subject, either in prose or verse; but 
when he speculated on that most difficult and excru- 
ciating question, the Oriein of Evil, he " ventured 
&r beyond his depth," and, accordingly, was exposed 
br Johnson, both with acute argument and brilliant 
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wit. I remember irfien the late Mr. BickneD's hu- 
moronB per&rmance, entitled " The Musical Trarels 
of Joel Collyer," in which a slight attempt is made 
to ridicule Johnson, was ascribed to Soame Jenyna, 
" Ha! (said Johnson) I thought I had giyen Aim 
enough of it." 

His triumph over Jenyns is thus described by my 
jriend Mr. Courtenay in his " Poetical Review iif the 
literary and moral Character of Dr. Johiison ;" a per- 
formance of such merit, that had I not been honoured 
with a very kind aud partial notice in it, I should 
echo the sentiments of men of the first taste loudly in 
its praise : 

" Whai apeaaat •ophuCs with pmtunptiaii Moti 
The amice of evil hidden sdll tiDin mtm ; 
Bevive Antnan tales, aitd vunlj ht^ 
To mat St. Jofan, and hia acholai Pope : 
Though mecajihj'dclu Bpread the glooai of night. 
By iea»ii'a itai .he guidea our aching sight ; 
"The bounda ttf knol^edgB marks, and pcunts the way 
To palhlesi wastes, where wildei'd sages stiaf ; 
Where, like a fkilhing link-boy, Jenyna stands, 
And the dim iaith drapa &om hit feeble hands." ' 



1 Some time after Di. Jolinaon's dealli, there appeared in the 
news-papers and magazines an illiberal and petulant attack upon 
him, in the fomt of an Epitaph, under the name of Mr. Soame 
Jenyns, very unworlhy of that gentleman, who had quietly submit- 
ted to the critical lash while Johnson lived. It assumed, as cha- 
Tacteris^cks of him, all the lulgai circumstances of abuse whidi had 
circulated amongst the ignorant. It was an unbecoming indul- 
goiee of puny lesectment, at a time when he himself was at a ver; 
advaaced age, and had a near prospect of descending to the grave. 
I was Duly sorry for it( for he was then become an avowed, and 
(ai my Lord Buhop of London, who had a serious cmversatioD 
with him Du the subject, Bssuresme) asincere Christian. Hecould 
not eipect that Jdinson's numerous friends would patieatly beai 
to have the memory of theii master stigmatiKd by DO mean pm. 
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This yew- Mr. William Payne, brotlier of tlte re- 
■pectable bookseller of that name, pnbtiahed " An In- 
troduction to the Game of Draughts," to which John- 
son contributed a Dedication to tiie Ewl <^ Rochford,* 
uid a Pre&ce,* both of wiadi are admirably adapted 
to the treatise to which they are prefixed. Johnson, 
I believe, did not play at draughts after leaving Col- 
lege, by which be suffered ; for it would have afforded 
him an innocent soothing relief from the melancholy 
which distressed him so often. I hare heard him 
regret that he had not learned to play at cards ; and 
the game of draughts we know is peculiarly calculated 
to fix the attention without straining it. There is a 
composure and gravity in draughts which insensibly 
tnmquillises the mind ; and, accordingly, the Dutch 
are fond of it, as they are of smoaking, of the sedative 
influence of which, though he himself never smoaked, 
he had a high opinion.' Besides, there is in draughts 
some exercise of the faculties ; and, accordingly, John- 
son wishing to dignify the subject in bis Dedication 

but lliM, M kut, one TouLl be found lo ictort. Acccndiiiely, dn* 
QnjuBt and Hicaidck Epit^A vaa met in the Esme publick field 
by an uiBweT, in tenni hv no dkuu •oft, and such be vbdIod pro- 
vocalian only could juMiff : 

" EPITAPH, 
" PrepateiJoT a trtatttre not quite desd j(rt. 
" HzftE lica a little uglf nauseous elf,' 
Wlio judging only ^om its wretched self. 
Feebly attempted, petulant and vun, 
Tbe ' Origin of Evil,' to explaia. 
A mighty geniui, at this elf diGpTeai 
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with what is most estimable in it, obeeires, " Triflen 
majr 6nd or make any thing a trifle: hut since it is 
the great characteristick of a wise man to see events 
in their causes, to obviate consequences, and ascertain 
contingencies, your Lordship will think nothing a 
trifle by which the mind is inured to caution, hre- 
sight, ajud circumspection." 

As one of the little occasional advantages which he 
did not disdain to take by his pen, as a man whose 
profession was literature, he this year accepted of s 
guinea Awa Mr. Robert Dodsley, for writing the in- 
troduction to " The Londoa Chronicle," an evening 
news-paper; and even in so sli^t a performance ex- 
hibited peculiar talents. This Chronicle still subdsts, 
and from what 1 observed, when I was abroad, has it 
more extensiire circulation upon the Continent thtu) 
any of the English news-papers. It was cmistantly 
read by Johnson himself; and it is but jost to observe, 
that it has all along been distinguished for good sense. 



municated to me by the Revraend Dr. Thomas 
Campbell, who has done himself considerable credit 
by his own writings. " Sitting with Dr. Johnson 
one morning alone, he asked me if I had known Dr. 
Madden, who was autbour of the premium-scheme in 
Ireland. On my answering in the af&rmative, and 
also that I had tor some years lived in his neighbour- 
hood, &c he begged of me that when I returned to 
Ireland, I would endeavour to procure for him a poem 
of Dr. Madden's, called ' Boulter's Monument.' The 
reason (said he) why I wish for it, ia this ; when Dr. 
Madden came to Loudon, be submitted that work to 
my castigation; and I remember I blotted a great 
many lines, and might have blotted many more with- 
out making the poem worse. However, tlie Doctor was 
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very tiumkfiil, md toy generous, for he gave me ten 
guineas, tvhich wat to me at that time a great sum." 

He this year resumed his scheme of giving an edi- 
tion of Shuupeare with uotes^ He issued Proposals 
of considerable length,' in which he shewed that he 
perfectly well knaiv what a variety of research such 
an undertaking required ; but his indolence prevented 
him irom pursuing it wi^ that diligence tvnich alone 
can collect those scattered facte, that genius, however 
acute, penetrating, and luminous, cannot discover by 
ita own force. It is remarkable, that at this time his 
fimcied activity was for the moment so vigorous, that 
be promised his work should be published before 
Chnatmas, 1757' Vet nine years elapsed before it 
saw the light. His throes in brin^g it forth had 
bedi severe and remittent ; and at last we may almost 
conclude that the Ctesarian operation was performed 
by the knife of Churchill, whose upbraiding satire, I 
diife say, made Johnson's friends urge him to desp^ch. 

" Be tat sabacribcn l»iU hia hook. 
And tikes Taur-aub; but where'! the book? 
Nomatlwidieiet wiie fesr, yon know, 
Forbidt Oie robbing of ■ ibe; 
, But whsl, to tene our ymau encU, . 

Forlnds tba cheating of oui ftioida P " 

About this period he was offered a living of con- 
siderable value in Lincolnshire, if he were inclined to 
enter into holy orders. It was a rectory in the gift of 
Mr. Langton, the father of his much-valued nriend. 
But he did not accept of it ; partly, I beUeve, from a 
conscientious motive, being persuaded that his temper 
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and habits rendered him unfit for that aBuduous aud 
familiar inHtmction of the vulgar and ignorant, which 
he held tu be an essential duty in a clergyman; and 
partly because bis love of a. Londou life was so stroiig, 
that he would have thought himself an exile in any 
other place, particularly if residing in the country. 
Whoever would wish to see his thoughts upon that 
subject displayed in their full force, may peruse the 
Adventurer, Number 126. 

In 1757 it does not appear that lie published any 
thing, except some of tnose articles iu the Literary 
Magazine, which have been mentioned. That maga- 
zine, after Johnson ceased to write in it, gradually 
declined, though the popular epithet of Antigallican 
was added to it; and in July 1758 it expired. He 
probably prepared a part of his Shakspeare this year, 
and he dictated a speech on the subject of an address 
to the Throne, after the expedition to Rochfort, which 
was delivered by one of his friends, I know not in 
what publick meeting. It is printed in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine for October 1785 as his, and bears 
sufficient marks of authenticity. 

By the fiivour of Mr. Joseph Cooper Walker, of 
the Tr^isnry, Dublin, I have obtained a copy of the 
following letter from Johnson to the venerable authour 
i£ " Dissertations on the History of Ireland." 

" TO CHARLES o'CONNOB, ESQ. 
" SIH, 

" I HAVE lately, by the favour of Mr. Faulkner, 
. seen your account of Ireland, and cannot forbear to 
solicit a prosecution of your design. Sir William 
Temple compldns that Ireland is lessknown than any 
other country, as to its ancient state. The natives 
have had little leisure, and little encouragement for 
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inquiry ; and strangers, not knowing the langua^, 
have had no ability. 

" I hare long wished that the Irish Uterature were 
cultivated. Ireluid is known hy tradition to have 



been ODoe the seat of piety and learning; and surely 
it would be very acceptaUe to all those who are cu- 
rious either in Uie original of nations, or the affinities 



of laoguafes, to be further informed of the revolutioa 
c^ a people so andent, and once so illustrious. 

" What relation there is between the Welsh and 
Irish language, or between the language of Ireland 
and that m Biscay, deserves inqoirv. Of these pro* 
vincial and unextended tongues, it seldom happens 
tliat more than one are understood by any one man; 
and, therefore, it seldom happens that a fair compa- 
rison can be made. I hope you will cc»itinue to cul- 
tivate this kind of learning, which has too long Iain 
n^ected, and which, if it be suffered to remain in 
otuirios fbr another century, may, perh^, never be 
retrieved. As I wish well to all useful undertakings, 
I would not forbear to let you know how much you 
deserve in my opinion, from all lovers of study, satd 
how much pleasure your work has given to, mr, 
" Your most obliged, 

" And most humble servant, 

" Sau. Johneon." 
« London, A|ml 8, 1767." 

" TO THE REVEREND MR, THOMAS WAKTON. 



" Dr. Marsili of Padua, a learned gentleman, 
and good Latin poet, has a mind to see Osibrd. I 
have given him a letter to Dr. Huddesford,' and 

1 •' Now, raUtc, VicE-Cboticdliti." 
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ifaall be ^laA if you ,nrill introduce him, and ahew him 
any thing in Oxibrd. 
' " I am printing my new edition of StiaJcepeare. 
" I long to' see you all, but cannot conveniently 
come yet. You might write to me now and then, if 
jnm were good for any thing. But honores^ mttiant 
mores. Professors forget their friends. I shall cer- 
tainly complain to Miss Jones.' I am, 

" Yours, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" [Londim] Jom 31, I767." 

" Please to make my compliments to Mr. Wise." 

Mr. Bumey having enclosed to him an extract 
from the review of bis Dictionary in the BUUothegne 
det Savans,^ and a list of subscribers to his Shak- 
speare, which Mr. Burney had procured in Norfolk, be 
wrote the following answer : 

" TO MH. BURNET, IN LYNNE, NORFOLK. 
" SIR, 

" That I may show myself senuble of your 
&vour8, and not commit Uie same fault a second time, 

1 " Mr. WBrton »« elected ProfesMr of Poetiy at Oxford io 
the preceding yeai." 

2 " Mis9 Jones lived at Oxford, and jna often of uur parties. 
Sbe na a Ter; ingcoiouB poelew, and published a VDlume of 
poems ( and, on the whole, was a, moat sensible, a^«eat)]e, and 
amiable womBO. She was sisut 10 the Reveiaid River Jonesi 
ChaDter of Christ-Church cathedral at Oxford, and Johnson used 
to call her the Chanireu. I hare heard Mm often addrcts her ia 
this passage from ' II Pekserosd ;' 



She died unmarried." 
3 Tom. IIL p. 4BZ. 
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I make haste to answer the letter which I received this 
morning. The truth Ib, the other likewise was re- 
ceived, and I wrote an tuiswer ; but being desirous to 
transmit you some proposals and receipts, I waited 
till I could find a convenient conveyance, and day was 
passed after day, till other things drove it from my 
thoughts ; yet not bo, but that I remember with great 
pleasure your commendation of my Dictionary. Your 
in^se was welcome, not only because I believe it was 
nncere, hut because praise has been very scarce. A 
man of your candour will be surprised when 1 tell 
you, that among all my acquaintance there were 
only two, who upon the publication of my book did 
not endeavour to depress me with threats of censure 
from the publick, or with objections learned from those 
who had learned them from my own preface. Yours 
is the only letter of good-will that I have received ; 
though, indeed, I am promised something of that sort 
from Sweden. 

" How my new edition ■ will be received I know 
not ; the subscription has not been very successful. I 
shall publish about March. 

" U you can direct me how to send proposals, I 
should wish that they were in such hands. 

" 1 remember, sir, in some of the first letters with 
which you favoured me, you mentioned your lady. 
May I inquire af^r her ? In return for the favours 
which you have shewn me, it ia not much to tell you, 
that I wish you and her ^1 that can conduce to your 
hapjoness. I am, sir, 

" Your most obliged, 

" And most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" Oough-»qurae, Dee. 24, 1757." 

In 1758 we ^d him, it should seem, in as easy and 
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pleasant a state of exiatenoe, as constitutioiutl anhai^ 

piness ever permitted him to enjoy. 



" I MUST have indeed slept very fest, not to have . 
been awakened hy your letter. None of your suspi- 
cione are true ; I am not much richer than when you 
left me; and, what is worse, my omtsaion of an answei 
to your first letter will prove th^t I am not much 
wiser. But I go on as I formerly did, designing to 
be some time or other both rich Aad wise ; and yet 
cultivate neither mind nor fortune. Do you take 
Dotice of my example, and learn the danger of delay. 
When I was as you are now, towering in confidence of 
twenty-one, Uttle did I su^vect that I should be at 
forty-nine, what I now am. 

" But you do not seem to need my admoniUon. 
You are tnuy in acquijing and In communicating 
knowledge, and while you are studying, en^oy the end 
of study, by maloDg others wieei" and happier. I w" 



much pleased with the tale that you told me of being 
tntor to your sistera. I, who nave no sisters nor 
brothers, look with some degree of innocent envy on 



those who may be said to be bom to friends ; and 
cannot see, without wonder, how rarely that native 
union is afterwards regarded. It sometimes, indeed, 
happens, that some superrenient cause of discord may 
overpower this original amity; hut it seems to me 
more frequently thrown away with levity, or lost by 
negligence, than destroyed by injury or violence. We 
teJI the ladies that good wives make good husbaniis ; 
I believe it is a more certain position that good br»< 
thers make good sisters. 

" I am satisfied with your stay at home, as Jurensl 
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with hia friend's retirement to CumK : I know that 
your absence ia best, though it be not best for ine> 

' QaamBU ^grtau veterit cimfiuut omJri, 
Laudo Utmtn vamu quad tedtmjtgere Cuntif 

Deil'mel, atgat tmufn diKm doHore SibyUa.' 

" London is a good Cuma, but who must be Si- 
bylla? Mrs. Langton ia as wise as ^ihyl, and as 
gooA ; attd will live, if my wishes can prolong life, till 
she shall in time be as old. But she differs in this, 
that she has not scattered her precqi^ in the wind, 
at least not those which she bestowed upon you. 

" The two Wartons just looked into the town, and 
were taken to see Cieone, where, David' says, they 
were starved for want of company to keep them 
warm. David and Doddy* have had a new quarrel, 
and, I think, cannot conveniently quarrel any more. 
' Cleone* was well ac-ted by all the characters, but 
Bellamy left nothing to be desired. I went the first 
night, and supported it as well as I might; for 
Doddy, you know, is my patron, and I would not 
desert htm. The play was very well received. Doddy, 
after the danger was over, went every night to the 
stage-side, and cried at the distress of poor Cleone. 

" I have left off housekeeping, and therefore made 
presents of the game which you were pleased to send 
me. The pheasant I gave to Mr. Richardson,' the 
bustard to Dr. Lawrence, and the pot I placed with 
Miss Williams, to be eaten by myself. She desires 
that her compliments and good wishes may be ac- 
cepted by the &mily ; and I make the same request 
for myself. 

" Mr. Reynolds has within these few days raised 

1 Mr. Ourick. 

2 Mr. Dodiler, the autboni of Cleone. 

3 Mr. SunucI Ridiudnm, luthoui of CUriau. 
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his price to twenty guineas a head, and Miss \a much 
employed in miniatures. I know not anybody [else] 
whose proroerity has iucreased since you left them. 

" Murphy is to have his ' Orphan of China' acted 
next month ; and is therefore, I suppose, happy. I 
wish I could tell you of any great good to which I 
was approaching, but at present my prospects do not 
much delight me j however, I am always pleased when 
I find that you, dear sir, remember 

" Your affectionate, humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" J«n. 9, 1768."« 



" TO MH. BURNEY, AT L 



" Your kindness is so great, and my daim to 
any particular regard from you so little, that I am at 
a. loss how to express my sense of your faTOura;' but 
I am, indeed, much pleased to be thus distinguished 
by you. 

" I am ashamed to tell you that my Shalispeare 
will not be out so soon as I promised my aubscribers ; 
but I did not promise them more than I promised 
myself. ItwUI, however, be published before summer. 

" I have sent you a hundle of proposals, which, I 
think, do not profess more than I have hitherto per- 
fiirmed. 1 have printed many of the plays, and hare 
hitherto left very few passages unexplained ; where I 
am quite at loss, I confess my ignorance, which is sel- 
dom done by commentators. 

" I have, likewise, inclosed twelve receipts; not 
that I mean to impose upon you the trouble of push- 
ing them with more importunity than may Seem 
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proper, but that you mw ratber hare Aon than fewer 
tliui you shall want. The pn^xMals you will disse- 
mioate as there shall be an opportunity. I once 
printed them at length in the Cnronicle, and some of 
my friends (I believe Mr, Murphy, who ibrmerlv 
wrote the Gray's-Inn Journal) introduced them with 
ft splendid encomium. 

" Since the Life of Brownej I have been a tittle 
engaged, from time to time, in the Literary Maga- 
zine, but not very lately. I hare not the collection 
by me, and therefore cannot dr^w out a catalogue of 
my own parts, but will do it, and send it. Do not 
buy them, for I will gather all those that have any 
thing of mice in them, and send them to Mrs. Bur-. 
ney, as a amal] token of gratitude for the regard which 
she is pleased to bestow upon me. 
" I am, sir, 

" Your most obliged 
" And most humble servant, 

"Sah. Johnson." 
•' Ltmdim, Muth 8, 1 7S8." 

Dr. Bumey has kindly fevoured me with the fol- 
lowing memorandum, which I take the liberty to ia- 
Bert in his own {(enuine easy style. I lore to exhibit 
aketches of my illustrious friend by varioua eminent 
hands. 

" Soon after this, Mr. Bunwy, during a visit to 
the capital, had an interview with him in Gough- 
square, where be dined and drank tea with him, and 
was introduced to the acquaintance of Mrs. WiUiarns. 
After dinner, Mr. Johnson proposed to Mr. Bumey 
to go up with him into his garret, which being ac- 
cepted, ne there found about five or six Greek folios, 
a deal writing-desk, and a chair and a hal£ Johnson, 
giving to his guest the entire seat, tottered himself 
on one with only three legs and one aim. Here be 
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gave Mr. Buroey Mrs. WiUiamB's history, and shewed 
him some Tolumes of bis Shakspeare alrc^y printed, 
to prove that he was in earnest. Upon Mr. Burney's 
opening the firat volume, at the Merchant of Venice, 
he observed to him, that he seemed to be more severe 
on Warburton than Theobald. ' O poor Tib. ! (said 
Johnson) he ^as ready knocked down to my bands; 
Warburton stands between me aod him.' * But, sir, 
(said Mr. Bumey,} you'll have Warburton upon your 
bones, won't you ?* ' No, sir ; he'll not come out : 
bell only, growl in his den.' ' But you think, sir, 
that Warburton is a superiour critick to Theobald ?' — 
' O, sir, he'd make two-and-fifty Theobalds, cut into 
slices 1 The worst of Warburton is, that he has a rage 
for saying something, when there's nothing to be said.' 
—Mr. Bumey then asked him whether he had seen 
tLe letter whii:h Warburton had written in answer 
to a pamphlet addressed ' To the most impudent 
M&n alive.' He answered in the negative. Mr. 
Bumey told him it was supposed to be Written by 
Mallet. The controversy now raged between the 
friends of Pope and Bobngbroke ; and Warburton and 
Mallet were the leaders of the several parties. Mr. 
Bumey asked him then if he had seen Warburton's 
book against Boliugbroke's Philosophy? ' No, sir; I 
have never read Bolingbroke's impety, and therefore 
am not interested about its con&itation.' " 

On the fifteenth of April he began a new periodical 
j»per, entitled, "The Idler,"* which came out every 
Saturday in a weekly newspaper, called " the Uni- 
versal Chronicle, or Weekly Gazette," published by 
Newbery. These essays were continued till April 5, 
1760. Of one hundred and three, their total number, 
twelve were contributed by his friends; of which. 
Numbers 88, 93, and 96, were written by Mr. Thomas 
Warton ; No. 67 by Mr. Langton ; and No. 76, 79, 
and 8S, by Sir Joshua Reynolds; the concluding 

■ .Xooylc 
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words of No. 83, " and pollute bis canvu with de- 
formity," being added by Johnson ; as Sir Joshua in- 
formed me. 

The Idler is evidently the work of the same mind 
which produced the Rambler, but has less body and 
more spirit, (t has more variety of real life, and 
greater fecility of ian^age. He describes tlie mise- 
ries of idleness, with the lively sensations of one who 
has felt them; and in his private memoranduma while 
engaged in it, we find " This year I hope to learn 
diligence."' Many of these escellent essays were 
written as hastily as an ordinary letter. Mr. Lang. 
ton remembers Johnson, when on a visit at Oxford, 
asking him one evening how long it was till the post 
went out ; and on being told about half an hour, he 
exclaimed, " then we shall do very well." He upon 
this instantly sat down and finished an Idler, wluch 
it was necessary should be in London the next day. 
Mr. Langton having signified a wish to read it, " Sir, 
(said he) vou shaU not do more than I have done 
myself." He then folded it up, and sent it oflT. 

Yet there are in the Idler several papers which 
shew as much profundity of thought, and labour of 
language, as any of this great man's writings. No. 
14, " Robbery of Ume ;" No. 24, " Thinking j" No. 
41, " Death of a friend;" No. 43, " Flight of 
time ;" No. 51, " Domestick greatness unattaindale;" 
No. 53, " Self-denial ;" No. 58, "Actual, how short of 
foncied, excellence ;" No. 89, " Physical evil moral 
good ;" and his concluding paper on " The horrour of 
the last," will prove this assertion. I know not why 
a motto, the usual trapping of periodical papers, is 
prefixed to very f^'W of the Idlers, as I have heard 
Johnson commend the custom ; and he never could be 
at a loss for one, his memory being stored with ia- 

I Fiayen and Mcdi(ati<ai, p. 30. 

u.g.rzpar, Google 
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numerable paeeagea of the clasaicks. In this series of 
essays he es:liibi^ admirable inBtances of grave hu- 
mour, of which he had an uncomiuoii share. Nor on 
some occasions has h? repressed that power of so- 
phistry which he possessed in so eminent a degree. 
In No. 11, he treats with the utmost contempt the 
opinion that our mental faculties depend, in some 
degree, upou the weather ; an opinion, which they 
who have never experienced its truth are not to 
be envied, and of which he himself could not but be 
sensible, as the effects of weather upon him were very 
risible. Yet thus he declaims : " Surely nothing is 
more reproachtiil to a being endowed with reason, 
than to r^igD its powers to the influence of the air, 
saA lire in dependence on the weather and the wind 
ibr the only blesaingB which nature has put into our 
power, tranquillity and benevolence. This distinction 
of seasons is produced only by ima^natiofi operating 
on luxury. To temperance, every day is bright ; and 
every hour is propitious to diligence. He that shall 
resolutely escite his jfiaculties, or exert his virtues, 
will soon make himself auperiour to the seasons ; and 
may set at defiance the moruing mist and the evening 
damp, the blasts of the east, and the clouds of the 
south." 

Alas ! it is too certain, that where the frame has 
delicate fibres, and there is a fine sensibility, such in- 
fhiences of the ajr are irresistible. He might aa well 
have bid defiance to the a^ue, the palsy, and all other 
bodily disorders. Such boasting of the mind is false 
elevation. 

" I tUafc die Bmnaiu call it Stindsm." 

. But in this number of his Idler his spirits seem to 
run riot; for ia the wantonness of his disquisition he 
foists, for a moment, even the reverence for that 
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which ho held in high re«pect ; ai^ describes " the 
attendant on a Court," as one "whose business is 
to watch the looks of a being, weak and foolish as 
himself." 

His unqualified ridicule of rhetorical gertune ot 
action is not, surely, a test of trutit; yet we cannot 
help admiring how well it is adapted to produce the 
effect which he wished. " Neither the judges of our 
laws, nor the representatives of our people, would be 
much affected by laboured gesticulations, or beliere 
any man the more because he rolled his eyes, or 
puffed his cheeks, or spread abroad his arms, or 
stamped the ground, or thumped his breast ; or turned 
hb eyes sometimes to the ceiling, and sometimes to 
the floor." 

A casual coincidence with other writers, or an 
■ adoption of a sentiment or image which has been 
found in the writings of another, and afterwards 
appears in the mind aa one's own, is not unftequent. 
The richness of Johnson's fancy, which could supplr 
his page abundantly on all occasions, and the strength 
of his memory, which at once detected the real owner 
of any thought, made him less liable to the imputa- 
tion of plagiarism than, perhaps, any of our writers. 
In the Idler, howoTer, there is a paper, in which con- 
versation is assimilated to a bowl of punch, where 
there is the same train of comparison as in a poem by 
Blacklock, in his collection published in 1756; in 
which a parallel is ingeniouBly drawn between human 
life and that liquor. It ends, 

" Saj, then, physidani of taA kind, 

WbacuretbcbodrorlhemiDd, . 

What hum in drinking eui ihtm W, 

Since punch and life so well igree i" 

To the Idler, when collected in volumes, he added, 
beside the Essay on Epitaphs, and the Dissertatioa on 
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those of Pope, an Esaay on the Bravery of the English 
cominou Soldiers. He, howeyer, omitted one of the 
original papers, which in the folio copy, ia No. 22. 

" TO THE RfeVKRBND MH. THOMAS WARTON. 
" DBAB SIH, 

" Your notes upon my poet were very accept- 
- able. I beg that you will be so kind aa to continue 
your searches. It will be reputable to my work, and 
suitable to your professorship, to hare something of 
yours in the notes. As you have given no directions 
about. your name, I shall therefore put it. I wish 
your brother would take the some trouble. A com- 
mentary must arise from the fortuitous discoveries of 
many men in devious walks of literature.. Some of 
your remarks are on plays already printed : but I 
purpose to add an Appen£x of Notes, so that nothing 
comes too l&te. 

" You give yourself too much uneasiness, dear sir, 
about the loss of the papers.' The loss is nothing, if 
nobody has found them ; nor even then, perhaps, if 
the numbers be known. You are not the only mend 
that has bad the same mischance. You may repair 
your want out of a stock, which is deposited with Mr. 
Allen, of Magdalen- Hall ; or out of a parcel which I 
have just sent to Mr. Chambers* for the use of any 
body that will be so kind as to want them. Mr. 
Langtona are well ; and Miss Roberts, whom I have 
at last brought to speak, upon the information which 
yoii gave me, that she had something to say. 
" I am, &c. 

" Sah, Johnson. " 
" ILondoa] April 14, 1758." 

1 " ReceipU foi Sbak^eate." 

2 " Then of Uncdn CdJege. Now Sir Robert Cbunben, 
oic of the Judges in India." 
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TO THE SAME. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" Yoo will receive this by Mr. Baretti, a gentle- 
man particulorlT intitled to the notice and kin£iesa of 
the ftofessOT of poesv. He has time but for a short 
sttLT, and will be glaa to have it filled up with as much 
as he can hear and see. 

" In reonnmending another to your fevour, I 
ought not to omit thanks for the Idndneas which you 
have shown to myself- Have you any more notes on 
Shakspeare ? I sball be glad of them. 
■ " I see your pupil eometimes;' his mind is as 
exalted as hts stature. I am half afraid of him ; but 
he is no less amiable than formidable. He will, if the 
forwardness of his spring be not blasted, be a credit 
to you, and to the University. He brings some of 
my plays' with hinij which he has my permission to 
shew you, on condition you will hide them from every 
body else. 

" I am, dear sir, &c 

" Sam. Johnson." 
« [London] Joae 1, 1T68." 



" Thouok I might have expected to hear &om 
you, upon your entrance into a new state of life at a 
new place, yet recollecting, (not without some degree 
of shame,) that I owe you a letter upon an old ac- 

1 " Ur. Langtim'" 

9 *■ Put of tbe impresaiiHi of the Shikapeare, whkh Dr. JohO' 
•on cnidiict«d alme, tnd publiihcd bj subsraipdoni Thii cilitioii 
caoMoatiii 176B." 
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count, I think it my part to write firet. Thia, indeed, 
I do not only from complaisance but from interest ; 
for Hring on in the old way, I am very glad af a cor- 
respondent so capable as yourself, to difersify the 
hours. You have, at present, too many aovelties 
about jou to need any help frtnn me to drir« along 
your time. 

" I know Dot any thing liiore pleasant, or more in- 
atractive, than to OHnpare experience with expecta- 
tion, or to register from tirae to time the difference 
between idea and reality: It is by this kind of ob- 
servation that we grow daily less liable to be disap- 
pointed. You, who are very capable of anticipating 
futurity, and raimng phantoms before your own eyes, 
must tnen have imagined to yourself an academical 
life, and have' conceived what would be the manners, 
the vieivs, and the conversation, of men devoted to 
letters ; how they would choose their companions, 
how they would direct their studies, and how they 
would regulate their lives. Let me know what you 
expected, and what you have found. At least record 
it to youraelf before custom has reconciled you to the 
scenes before you, and the disparity of your discoveries 
to your hopes has vanished from your mind. It is 
a rule never to be forgotten, that whatever strikes 
strongly, should be described while the first impres3i<Ht 
remains fresh upon the mind. 

" I love, dear sir, to think on you, and therefore 
should willingly write more to you, but that the post 
will not now give me leave to ao more than.send my 
compliments to Mr. Warton, and tell you that I am, 
dear sir, most affectionately, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson," 
" June 28, I768." 
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" DKAS SIR, 

" I SHOULD be sorrv to think that what engrosses 
the attention of my fnend, should have no ^trt of 
mine. Your mind is now fiilt of the fate of Diuy; ^ 
but his fate is past, and nothing remains but to try 
what reflection will Buggest to mitigate the terronrs 
of a violent death, whidi is more formidable at the 
first gknce, than on a nearer and more steady view. 
A violent death is never very painfiil ; the cmly danger 
IB, )est it should be unprovided. But if a man caa 
be supposed to make no provision ftx death in war, 
what can be the state that would have awakened him 
to the care of futurity p When would that man have 
prepared himself to die, who went to seek death with- 
out preparation ? What then can be the reason why 
we lament more him that dies of a wound, than him 
that dies of a fever? A man that languishes with 
disease, ends his life with more pain, but with less 
virtue ; he leaves no example te nis friends, nor b&< 
queathes any honour to his descendants. The only 
reason why we lament a soldier's death, is, that we 
think he might have lived longer ; yet this cause of 
grief is common to many other kinds of death, which 
are not so passionately bewailed. The truth is, that 
every death is violent which is the effect of accident ; 
ev^ry death which is not gradually brought on by the 
miseries of age, or when life is extinguished for any 
other reason than that it is biumt out. He that dies 

1 HsjoT'CteienlAlenKideTDuiy, of the&ntiejpmenlofKNit- 
Kasida, who fell in the gallant discbnge of hkdutr, near St. Cu, 
inthewelUknownunfottunalecxpedilHiDagttuut France, ml75S. 
Big ladf and Mt. Laneton's niolhei vote malen. He left so oalj 
'-1, LKateuuMJoknid D1117, who hsi » oompuiy in the aaini 
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before sixty, of a cold or consumption, dies, in reality, 
hj a violent death ; yet his death is borne with pa- 
tience, only because the cause of his untimely end ii 
ailent and invisible. Let us endeavour to see things 
as they are, and then inquire whether we oueht to 
complun. ' Whether to see life as it is, will give ua 
much consolation, I know not; but the consolation 
which is drawn from truth, if any there be, is solid 
and durable ; that which may be derived &om errour, 
must be, like its originalj fallacious and fugitive. I 
am, dear, dear sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" Sept. 21, 1758." 

In 17^9, in the month of January, his mother died, 
at the great age of ninety, an event which deeply 
tlffected him ; not that " his mind had acquired no 
Urmness by tbe contemplation of mortality;' but that 
his reverential affection for her was not abated by 
years, as indeed he retained all his tender feelinm 
even to the latest period of his life. I have been told, 
that he regretted much his not having gone to visit 
bis mother for several years previous to her death. 
But he was constantly engaged in literary labours 
which confined him to London ; and though he bad 
not the comfort of seeing his aged parent, he contri- 
buted liberally to her support. 

" TO UBS. JOHNSON, IH LICHFIELD. 



" The account which Miss HPorter"] gives me of 
your health, pierces my heart. God comiort, and pr^ 
■erre you, and save you, for the sake of Jesus Chnst. 

I HawUm'i Life «f Jofanun, p. 39S. 
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" I vould have Miss read to you from time to tjrae, 
the Passion of our Sariour, and sometimes the sen- 
tences in the Communion Service, beginoing — Come 
unto me, all ye that travel and are heavy laden, atid 
I will give t/ou rest. 

" I have just now read^ physical booli, which in- 
clines me to think that a strong infusion of the bark 
would do you good. Do, dear mother, try it. 

" Pn^, send me your blessine, and forgive all that 
I have done amiss to you. And whatever you would 
have done, and what debts )[0U would have paid first, 
or any thing elae that you would direct, let Miss put 
it down ; I shall endeavour to obey you. 

" 1 have got twelve guineas to send you, but un- 
happily am at a loss bow to send it to-night. If I 
cannot send it to-night, it will come by the next 

" Pray, do not omit any thing mentioned in this 
letter. God bless you for ever and ever, 

" I am your dutiful bob, 

" Sax. Johnson." 
" Jin. 13, 1759." 

" TO MISS PORTER, AT MRS. JOHNSOn's, IN 



" UT DEAB HISS, 

" I THINK myself obliged to you beyond all ex- 
pression rf gratitude fbrjour care of my dear mother. 
God grant it may not be without success. Tell Kitty,, 
that I shall never forget her tenderness for her mis- 
tress. Whatever you can do, continue to do. My 
heart b very full. 

" 1 hope you received twelve guineas on Monday. 
I found a way of sending them by means of the Post- 
master, t^ter I had written my letter, and hope they 
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came sale. I will send you more in a few days. God 
oleax you all. 

" 1 am, my dear, 
" Your most obliged 

" and most humble servant, 

" Sau. Johnson/' 
" J«n. 16, 1760." 

" Over the leaf is a letter to my mother." 

" SEAB BONODKBD HOTHBR, 

" Your weakness afflicts me beyond vhat I am 
willing to communicate to you. I do not think you 
unfit to foce death, but I know not how to bear the 
thought of losing you. Endeavour to do all you 
l^canH for yourself. Eat as much as you ctm. 

" Ijffay often for you ; do you pray for me. — I have 
nothing to add to my last letter. 

" I am, dear, dear mother, 

" Your dutiful son, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" Jm. 16, 1769." 



" TO MRS. JOHNSON, IN LICHriELD. 



" DKAS BONOCRBD II 

" I FEAR you are too ill for long letters; there- 
fore I will only tell you, you have from me all the 
regard that can poffiibly subsist in the heart. I jM-ay 
God to bless you for evermore, for Jesua Christ s 
sake. Amen. 

" Let Miss write to me every post, however short. 
" I am, dear mother, 

" Your dutiful son, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" Jm. 18, IJM." 
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" DEAR KISS, 

" I WILL, if it be possible, come down to you- 
GoD grant I may yet [finely my dear mother breath- 
ing and sensible. Do not tell her, lest I disappoint 
her. If I mias to write next post, I am on the road. 
" I am, my dearest Miss, 

" Your most humble seirant, 

" Sam, Jounsoh." 
" Jan. 20, 1769." 

" On the other side." 

" DEAR HONOUREQ MOTHER, 

" Neither your condition nor your character 
make it tit for me to say much. You hare beOt.the 
best mother, and I beheve the best woman in the 
world. I thank you for your indulgence to me^ and 
beg forgiveness of all that I have done ill, and all that 
I have omitted to do well. God grant you his Holy 
Spirit, and receive you to everlasting liappiness, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. Lord Jesus receive your 
^irit. Amen. 

" I am, dear, dear mother, 

" Your dutiful son, 

" Sah. Johnson." 
"jBn.20, 17B0." 



" TO HISS PORTER] IN 

" You will conceive my sorrow for the loss of 
my mother, of the best mother. If she were to live 
again, surely I should behave better to her. But she 
is happy, and what is past is nothing to her ; and for 
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me, dnce I cannot repair my foulU to her, I hope r»* 
pentance will efface tnetn. I return yon and all those 
that hare been good to her my sincerest thanks, and 
pray God to repay you all with infinite advantage. 
Write to me, and comfort me, dear child. I shall be 
glad likewise, if Kitty will writ« to me. I shall send 
a bill of twenty pounds is a few days, which I thought 
to have brought to my mother j hut God sufiered it 
not. I have not power or composure to say much 
more. God bless you, and bless us alL 
" I am, dear Miss, 
" Your adfectionate humble servant, 

" Sah. Johnbok." 
« Jul as, 1759." 

Soon after this event, he wrote bis " Rassei^B, 
Prince of Abyssinia ;"• concerning the publication 
pf ^bich Sir John Hawkins guesses vaguely and idlv, 
instead of having taken the trouble to inform himse"lf 
with-authentick precisioD. Not to trouble ray reader* 
with a repetition of the Enighf s reveries, I have to 
mention, that the late Mr. Strahan the printer told 
me, that Johnson wrote it, that with the profits he 
might defray the expense of his mother's funeral, and 

Jny some little debts which she bad left. He told Sir 
oshua Reynolds, that he composed it in the eveninga 
of one week, sent it to the press in portions as it was 
written, and had never since read it over. Mr. Strahan, ' 
Mr. Johnston, and Mr. Dodsley, purchased it for a 
hundred pounds, but afterwards paid him twenty- 
live pounds more, when it came to a second edition- 
Considering the large sums which have been re- 
ceived for compilations, and works requiring not much 
more genius than compilations, we cannot but wonder 
at the very low price which he was content to receive 
for this admirable performance ; which, though h« 
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had written nothing else, would hare rendered hJa 
name immortal in tbe world of literature. None of bis 
writings has been bo extensirely diffused over Europe; 
for it has been translated into most, if not all, of 
the modern languages. This Tale, with all the charms 
of oriental imagery, and all the force and beauty 
of which the English language is capable, leads us 
through the most important scenes of human life, and 
diews us that this stage of our being is fiill of " caQity 
and rexation of spirit." To those who look no fiirther 
than the present life, or who maintain that human 
nature has not feUen irom the state in which it was 
created, tbe instruction of this sublime story will be 
of no avail. But they who think juatJy, and feel with 
strong Bensibility, will listen with eagerness and ad- 
miration to its truth and wisdom. Voltaire's Candide, 
written to refute the system of Optimism, which it 
has accomplished with brilliant success, is wondeHulIy 
similar in its plan and conduct to Johnson's Rassblas; 
insomuch, that I have heard Johnson say, that if they 
had not been published so closely one after the other 
that there was not time for imitation, it would have 
been in vain to deny that the scheme of that which 
came latest was taken from the other. Though the 
propodtioa illustrated by both these works was the 
same, namely, that in our present state there is more 
evil than good, the intention of the writers was very 
different. Voltaire, I am afraid, meant only by wanton- 
proi^encss to obtain a sportive victory over rell^on, 
and to discredit the belief of a superintending Pro- 
vidence ; Johnson meant, by shewing the unsatisfac- 
tory nature of things temporal, to direct the hopes of 
man to things et«rnal. Rasselas, as was observed to 
me 'foy a very accomplished lady, may be considered 
' es a more enlarged and more deeply philosophical dis- 
courte in prose, upon the interestmg truth, which ia 
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his " Vanity of Humaii Wishes" he had bo auccee*- 
fiiUy enforced in verse. 

The Aud of thiakbg which this work contaioB is 
Huch, that ahnost every sentence of it may furnish a 
subject of long meditation. I am not satiafied if a 
year passes wiWiout my having read it through ; and 
at every perusal, my admiration of the mind which 

Eroduced it is so bighty raised, that I can scarcely be- 
eve that I had the honour of enjoying the intimacy 
of such a man. 

I restrain myself from quoting passages ^vm this 
excellent work, or even refemBg to them, because I 
should not know what ta select, or, rather, what to 
omit. I shall, however, transcribe one, as it. shews 
how well he could state the arguments of those who 
believe in the appearance of departed spirits ; a doc- 
trine which it is a mistake to suppose that he himself 
ever positively held : 

" if all your fear be of apparitions, (sad the 
Prince,) I wul promise you safety : there is no danger 
from the dead ; he that is once buried will be seen no 
more. 

" That tfie dead are seen no more (said Imlac,) I 
will not undertake to maintun, against the concurrent 
and unvaried testimony of all ages, and of all nations. 
There is no people, rude or learned, aqiong whom 
(m)arittons of the dead are not related and believed. 
This opinion, which prevails as far as human nature 
is diffused, could become universal only by its truth ; 
those that never heard of one another, would not hare 
agreed in a tale which nothing but experience can 
make credible. That it is doubted by single cavillers, 
can very little weaken the general evidence; and 
some who deny it with their tongues, confess it by 
their fears." 

Notwithstanding my high admiration of Basselas, 
I will not maintiun that Me " morbid melancholy" 
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in Johnson's constitution ma^ not, perhaps, have made 
life appear to him more insipid and unhappy than it 
generally is ; for I am sure that he had less enjoyment 
from it than I hare. Yet, whatever additional shade 
his own particular sensations may hava. thrown on 
his representation -of life, attentive observation and 
close inquiry have convinced me, that there is too 
much reality in the gloomy picture. The truth, 
however, is, that we judge of the happiness and 
misery of life differently at different times, according 
to the state of our chan^able frame. I always re- 
member a remark made to me by a Turkish lady, 
educated in France ; " Majbi, Mmsieur, noire bon- 
keur depend de lafai;on que notre song circate." 
This have 1 learnt from a pretty hard course of ex- 
perience, and would, from sincere benevolence, im- 
press upon all who honour this book with a perusal, 
that until a steady conviction is obt^ed, that the 
present life is an imperfect state, and only a passage 
to a better, if we omiply with the divine scheme of 
prosressire improvement ; and also that it is a part 
of Uie mysterious plan of Providence, that intellectual 
beings must " be made perfect through suffering ;" 
there will be a continual recurrence of disappointment 
and uneasiness. But if we walk with hope in " the 
■ntd-day sun" of revelatimi, our temper and disposi- 
tion will be such, that the comforts and enjoyments 
in our way will be relished, while we patiently sup- 
port the inconreniencies and pains. After much spe- 
culation and various reasonings, I acknowledge myself 
convincedof the truth of Voltaire's conclusion, "Apres 
loot c'ttl un tnoude pasiabte" But we must not think 
too deeply : 

" where igaattBee is blia, 

•Tia foUy to b« wise," 

is, in many respects, more than poetically just. Let 
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US cultirate, under the command of good principles, 
" la theorie des sentations agrSables; " and, aa Mr. 
Burke once admirably counseUed a grave and anxious 
gentleman, " live pleasant. " 

The efl^ of Rasselas, and of Johnson's other moral 
tales, is thus beautifully illustrated by Mr. Courteuay ; 

** ImpreH^Te Outh, in splendid fictioQ droit, 
Checki the tbu wish, and cabni the tKubled biout; 
O'er Che dark mind a li^t cdeatial thiova, 
And Kiotha the angry pauipng to repose ; 
Aa oil effiia'd iUumea and anoodu tbe deep. 
When round the baA the fiaming iarg«s rtntf." % 

It will be recollected, that during all this year he 
carried on his Idler,* and, no doubt, was proceed- 

1 Liletaij and Moral Chantcter of Jobnsoo. 

2 Thia paper wu in such high eslimMion before it was collected 
into Yohimes, that it wa» seized on with avidita b^ Tatious pub- 
lisher! of news-papera and migazineei to oirich Qieir pubUcations, 
Johnson, to put ■ stop to this uoiaiT proceedjtg, wrote fur the 
Uni*eniBl Chronicle the ibllowing advertisement ; in which there 
i#, perhaps, more pomp of words than the occaaion demanded : 

"London, Jvt, S, 1769. AdvebI-iSEIIGHT. The pro- 
prietors of the paper intitled ' The Idler,* having fouod that those 
esMTa are insercod in the news-papeis and magazines with so little 
icgud to justice or decency, thu tbe Univenat Chronicle, in whidl 
the; first appear, is not BlnayB mentioned, think it itecesniy to 
declare to the publishers of thoae collectiDtis, that however patiently 
they have hitherto endured these injuries, made yet more injurioua 
by coDtempt, they have now determined Co endure them ito lottger. 
'1 bey haie already seen esnyt, for which a very large price is ^d, 
Inuuferred, with the most shameless rapacity, into the weeUy or 
monthly compilaCiacs, and Ihtar right, at least fbi the present, 
■lieoated from them, before they coidd tlianselvea be said to enjoy 
it. But they would not willingly be thought to want tendemesa, 
even for men by whom no tenderness hath been shewn. The past 
is without remedy, and shall be without leaentmenL But those 
who have been thus busy with their sidtles in the fleldf of theii 
nei^bours, are henceforward to take notice, that the time of im- 
piuiily is at an end. Whoever shall, without otir leave. Iky the 
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ing, tbmi^ aknrly^in lus edition of Shaksfteue. He, 
howereTi man that liberality which never failed, wlien 
called npon to astdst other labourers in literature, 
fbnnd time to translate for Mrs. Lennox's English 
Tendon of Brumoy, " A Diasevtation on the Greek 
Ctnaedf,"'!' and " The General ConcluHiiHi of the 
Book."t 

An inquiry into the state of foreign countries wa« 
aa ohject that seems at all times to hare interested 
Johnson. Hence Mr. Newbery found no great dif- 
ficulty in persuading him to write the Introduction* 
to a collection of voy^es and travels published by bim 
nuder ^e title of " The World Displayed ;" the first 
volnme of which appeared this year, and the remaio- 
iag volumes in subsequent years. 

I would ascribe to this year the following letter to 
a son of one of his early friends at Lichfield, Mr. 
Joseph Simpson, Barrister, and authour of a tract 
entitled " Reflections on the Study of the Law." 

" TO JOSEPH SIMPSON, ESQ. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" Your Other's inexorability not only grieves 
but amazes me: be is your father; he was always 




iMo a aaaow space, and will a , j„ .^ 

with s view of growing ricli by conflsmlioDg, fot we iLink not much 
better oF numey got by punishmect tfaao by dimes. We shall 
iheiefine, when our lomes are repaid, give what profit shall lenuun 
to ibe ilagialeiu ; fat we know not who can be more pcoperiy 
taxed fbr the mppDit of penitent ^roetiniies, than prosntulei io 
whom (here yet appean ndtha penitence nor rfianie. ' 
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accounted a wise man ; nor do I remember any thing 
to the disadvantage of his good nature ; but in his re- 
fusal to assist you there is neither good nature, father- 
hood, nor wisdom. It is the practice of good nature 
t« OTeriook faults which have alreadvj by the conse- 
quences, punished the delinquent. It is natural for 
a Either to think more &FourabIy than otherg of his 
children ; and it is always wise to give assistance, 
while a little help will prevent the necessity of greater. 

" If you married imprudently, you miscarried. at 
your own hazard, at an age when you had a right of 
choice. It would be hiud if the man might not- 
choose his own wife, who has a right to plead before 
the judges of his country. 

" If jour imprudence has ended in difficulties and 
inconreniencies, you are yourself to sufmort them; Mid, 
with the help of a litue better health, you would 
Biu)port them and conquer them. Surely, that want 
which accident and sickness produces, is to be sup- 
ported in every region of humanity, though there 
were neither friends nor fathers in the worM, You 
have certainly from your father the highest claim of 
charity, though none of right : and therefore I would 
counsel you to omit no decent nor manly degree of 
importunity. Your debts in the whole are not large, 
and of the whole but a small part is troublesome. 
Small debts are like small shot ; they are rattling on 
every side, and can scarcely be escaped without a 
wound : great debts are like cannon ; of loud noise, 
but little danger. You must, thereforSj be enabled to ' 
discharge petty debts, that you may have leisure, with 
security, to struggle with the rest. Neither the 
great nor the little debts disgrace you. I am sure 
you have my esteem for the courage with which you 
. contracted them, and the spirit with which you en- 
dure tiiem. I wish my esteem (x>uld be of more use. 
I have been invited, or have invited myself, to several 
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Birts (^ the fcing^nm ; and will not iacAinmode aay 
aeax Lucy by coming to Lichfield, wtiile her present 
lodging is et any use to her. 1 hope, ia a few days, 
to be at leiatue, and to make visits. Whither I shall 
fly IB matter of no importance. A man uncoonected 
ia at home everywhere; unless he may be said to be 
at home no where. I am BCRry, dear sir, that where 
you have puvnts, a man of your merita should not 
have » hoine. 1 wish 1 could give it you. 
" I am, my dear sw, 

" Affectionately yours, 

" Sam. Johheon.** 

He now refreshed himself by an excursion to Ox- 
ford, of which the foUowiiig short characteiistical 

notice, in his own words, is preserved : — " 

is now making tea for me. I hare been in my gown 
ever since I came here. It was, at my first coming, 
quite new and handsome. I have swum thrice, whidi 
1 had disused for many years. I have proposed to 
Vandttart ' climbing over the wall, but he has refused 
me. And I have clapped my hands till they are sore, 
at Dr. King's qieech." " 

His negro servant, Francb Barber, having left 
him, and been s<Hne time at sea, not pressed, as has 
been supposed, but with his own consent, it appears 
from a letter to John Wilkes, Esq. from Dr. Smollett, 
that his master kindly interested himself in procur- 
ing his release from a state of life of which Johnson 
always expressed the utmost abhorrence. He said, 
" No man will be a sailor who has contrivance 
enoi^h to get himself into a jail ; for being in a ship 
is bemg in a jail, with the chance of being drowned." * 

1 Vt. Robot Vannttart, of the andent acd reipeclable turn]* 
of that Dune in Bedtahire. He whs emiaent fur leuning uttt 
worth, and bnich oUemed bf Di. Jobneon. 

S Gentlemu'l Miguine, April, 1715- 

3 Journal <tf a Tour M the Ud>n<l«a, 3d edit. p. 126. 
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And at uiother timei " A man In a Jul has more 
room, better food, and commonly better onnpaiif."' 
The letter waa aa follows : 

"SEAE SIB, Chdua, Much IS, ITSa- 

" I AH again your petitioner, in behalf of tliat 
great Chah> of literature, Samuel Johnson. His 
black seirant, vhoae name is FruiciH Bitrber, hai 
been pressedon board the Stag frigate. Captain Angel, 
And our lexicographer ia in great distress. He saya, 
the boy ia a sickly lad, of a delicate frame, and par- 
ticularly subject to a. malady in his throat, which 
renders him very nnfit ''it his Majesty's serrioe. Yoa 
know what matter of animosity the said Johnson has 
agtunat you: and I dare say you desire no other oppor- 
tunity (tf resoiting it, than that of laying him under 
aa oUigatirai. He was humble enough to desire my 
assistance on this occasion, though he and I were never 
cater-cousina ; imd I gare him to understand that I 
would make application to my Mend Mr. Wilkei, 
who, perhuis, by his interest with Dr. Hay and Mr. 
Elliot, might be able to procure the discharge of hii 
lacquey. It would be superfluous to say more oa. the 
subject, which I leave to your own consideration ; but 
I cannot let slip this opprntunity of declaring that I 
am, wiUi the moat inriokble esteem and attachment^ 
dear sir, 

" Your ajfectionate obliged humble servant, 
" T. Smollktt-" 

I JouTnal of ■ Tout to las Hebiides, 3d edit. p. 351. 

3 In mjr BiM edhkm this word wu printed C'lunt, uitippewt 
in CM of Mi.'Wilkea'i Mncdknies, ud I uiiinBdverted on Dr. 
fiiiKilI«tt'«igiiai*iioe; fbi which let dw prt^tute the mowi of tlut 
innninu uird bawTcluit gcndoiuu). CKm wsiccrtuDlyanii*. 
takoi lading fei Cbam, iho title of Uu SoTcimn of Taituy, 
whidi ii vcU imbed to Jdmirai, tbe MoDsidi of Hieretiire; lod 
wn *a ^Ibet &m]iu to SmoUatt 8<e " Rodcricb Sanilaiiii" 
dwp. e6. Fnthiaeomedon I un indebted to Loid FalmoANi, 
whose talent! end litem; aoquitonenti acond well witb hil re- 
■pectBble pedigree of Temple. 

■ - ..Coujlc 
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Mr. WDkea, wlio Qpon all occatdons has acted, as a 
private eeotlemaD, with most polite liberality, ap- 

n"td to his frieDd, Sir George Hay, then one of the 
rds ComtniwioQers ofthe Admiralty ; and Francis 
Bai^r was discharged, as he has told me, without 
any wish of his own. He found his old master in 
chamben in the Inner Temple, and returned to his 
•emce. 

What particular new scheme of life Johnson had 
in view this year, I hav« not discovered; but that he 
meditated one 'of sonie sort, ie clear from his private 
devotions, in which we find,' "the change of outward 
things which I am now to make;" and, "Grant me 
the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that the course which 
, I am now be^nning may proceed according to thy 
laws, and end in the enjoyment of thy favour." But 
he did not, in fact, m^e any external or visible 
change. 

At this time there being a competition among the 
architects of London to be employed in the building 
of Blackfriars-bridge, a questitm was very warmly 
agitated whether semicircular or elliptical arches 
were preferable- In the design oflered by Mr. Mylne 
the elliptical form was adopted, and therefore it was 
the great object of his' rivals to attack it. Johnson's 
regaxd for his friend Mr, Gwyn induced him to en- 
gage in this controversy against Mr. Mylne;* and 

I Pny en and Madiudona, pp. 30 and 40. 

S Si J<diii Hawking has givai a ioag detail of it, in that 
mannei Tulgulj, but ngmficactly, called rigniaTcU; in wHcb, 
•midfit an oetenulious exHInlioii of tuU and artiats, he taDcs (€ 
*■ proponiDnB of a column bang taten from that of the hunua 
figure, and a^aitfd by A'iiJiire— masculine and feminine — in a 
man, tttqtiioctase of the head, and in a woman, Kiqimiona! ;" dot 
has he fiuled to introduce a jargon of musical terms, which do not 
■Mm mudi to correspond with the subject, but serve to make up 
the heterogetieouB muss. To follow the Knight through all thii, 
would l>e an uielesa fktigue to myseU; and not a little di^uitiim to 
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ftfter beiogat consideratde pains to studf the subject, 
he wrote three several letters in the Gazetteer, in 
oppoeition to his plaii. 

my leaden. I ahaU, thcirfoK, only mcike > lev lanai^ra upon his 

Btatement. H« awnw loesult in n[~~~ '"' — ' '"'" ' 

curing "from a person eminoitlf si 

prineijdes ofBrdiiteclure, answers to a string of questions drawn no 
hy himAdf, touching the comparative strength of aemidrcular ana 
^sptical anhes." Now I cannot conceive how Jobnfion.couM hare 
acted more wisely. Sic John complains that the Dpiaion of that 
excellent malhematician, Mr. Tholnag Simpson, did not prepoii- 
dente in favour of the Eenudrcular arch. But he Bhould have 
known, that hovcver eminent Mr. SimpaiHi was in the higher puts 
of abstract mathematical science, he was little Tersed in mixed and 
practical mechanicks. Mr. MuHer, of Woolwich Academj', thp - 
■diolaBtick.father of all ijie great engioeers which idiis counUT has 
employed for forty yean, decided the questioii b^ d^Jating cleatly 
in favour of the elliptical atcli. 

It is .migndouily su^ested, that Jc&OBon's motive for opposing 
Mr. Mylne'e scheme may have been his prgndice agajngt him >a 
a native of North-Britain ; wlten, in truth, ai hv b^ 4Bted, he 
Rave the tud of his able pen (o a ftiend, who «ac one of the oan- 
uldatei ; and so tar was he ttom bating anj iUBwrtl antipathy to 
Mr. Mflne, that he afterwaidi lived widi 4liat genlkman upon 
v«Ty agreeable terms of v|"""'"'"i and dined willi him M hia 
Ifouje. Sii John Hajridni, indeed, gives fiill vent to hil own pre. 
jndice in abusing Blackfriars-biidge, calling it " an edifice, in which 
beauty and symmetry are in vun sou^t fijr { by which the dti- 
leni of (jonODD have perpetuated thnr own disgrace, and aub- 
jeotei a -whole nation to the reproach of foreigners." Whoever 
iiaB amtaopiatei, piBcido lumine, Hm stately, elegant, and airy 
llzuctuie, which basso fine an eS^t, especially on approaching the 
coital on that quarter, must wonder at such unjust and ill-tem- 
pered cenrore j and lappealtoallfbreignerB of good taste, whether 
this bridge be not one of the most distinguished ornaments of 
LondoD. As to the stability of the tabiictv it k certain that the 
dty of London took every precautioj) to tiave the best Porllujd 
Hone for it; but as this is to be found in tlie quarries belongiiig to 
the public^, under the direction of the Lords of the Trea^my, it 10 
hupened that parliameotaiy interest, which is often the bane of 
ftir pursuit^ thwarted iheii endeavours. I^otwithstanding this dig- 
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If it should be remuked that this was a contro- 
feiBy which lar quite out of Johnson's way. let it be 
remembered, that after all, his employing nia powers 
of reasoning and eloquence upon a subject which he 
had studiedon the moment, (g not more strange than 
\rhat we of^u observe in lawyers, who, as Quic^uid 
agwtt hominet is the matter of law-suits, are sonie- 
tmws oUiged to pick up a temporary knowledge of 
Ml art or science, of which they understood nothing 
till their brief was deliFcred, and appear to be much 
masters of it. In like manner, members of the lejp^' 
lature frequently introduce and expatiate upon sub< 
jects of which they hare infcmned themselves for the 



In 1760 he wrote ,"an Address of the Pmnters to 
George III, on his Accession to the Throne of these 
EingdoniB,"t which no monarch ever ascended with 
more sincere congratulations from his people. Two 
generations of foreign princes had prepared dieir 
minds to rejoice in naving again a King, who glo- 
ried in being "born a Bnton," He also wrote for 
Mr. Baretti the Dedication:!' of his Italian and En- 
glish Dictionary, to the Marquis of Abreu, then 
Envoy-Kstraorainary from Spain at the Court of 
Great-Britain. 

Johnson was now either very idle, or very busy 
with his Shakspeare ; (<a I can find no other pulC- 
Jick composition by him esce^ an Introduction to 
the proceedings of the Committee for cloathiug the 
French prisoners;* one of the many proo& that he 
was ever awake to the calls of humanity; and an ac- 
count which he gave in the Gientleman's Magazine of 
Mr. Tytler's ftcute and able vindication of Mary, 

much the subject of omtest, but say injories vhidi it hu suKred 
ttaca the d'eccs (tf severe feifts hare been slieadjr, in srane roeuure, 
lepiured vitli soander itone, and erof Dccemry rcnewi] c«n b* 
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Queen of Scots.' The generosity of JohnSou's feel- 
ings shines forth in the fi)Ui)wing sentence ; " It has 
uow been foahionable, for neBr half a century, to de> 
feme and rilify the house of Stuart, and to exalt and 
mapiift the reign of Elizabeth. The Stuarts have 
found few apologists, fur the dead cannot pay for 
praise ; and who will, without reward, oppose the 
tide of popularity ? Yet there remains still among us, 
not wholly extinguished, a zeal for truth, a desire of 
establishing right in opposition to feshion." 

In this year I- have not discovered a single private 
letter written by him to any of his friends. It should 
seem, however, that he had at this period a floating 
intention of writing a history of therecent and won-' 
derful successes of the Britisn arms in all quarters of 
the globe ; for among his resolutions or memorandums, 
September 18, there is, " Send for booVs for Hist, of 
War." How much b it to be regretted that this in- 
tention was not iulfilled. His majestick expression 
would have carried down to the latest posterity the 
riorious achievements of his country, with the same 
fervent glow which they produced on the mind at the 
time. He would have been under no t«nipt«tion to 
deviate in any degree from truth, which he neld very 
sacred, or to take a licence, which a learned divine 
told me he once seemed, iu a conversation, jocularly 
to allow to historiaoB. " There are (said he) ines- 
cusable lies, and consecrated lies. For instance, we 
are told that on the arrival of the news of the unfor- ' 
tunate battle of Fontenoy, every heart beat, and 
ereiT eye was in tears. Now we know that no man 
eat nis dinner the worse, but there should have been 
■11 this concern ; and to say there iwu, (smUing) may 
be reckoned a consecrated fie." 

This year Mr. Murphy, having thought himself ill- 
treated by the Reverend Dr. Franklin, who was one 
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■ of the writers of " The Critical Review," jmbliahed an 
indignant rindicatioii in " A Poetical Epiatle to Sa- 
muel Johna(»i, A.M." in which he complimenti Jokit- . 
aoa ib a just and elegant manner : 

" TMOiceDdwt Oantu! lAaat ]>o1ifidc vpA 
Ne'ei knew die fri^ poet'i toil and pun ; 
To iriimn AroLLO opaa ill hii store. 
And eiay Hue pnsentt ber samd. lore ; 
8«y, pow'ifia JOBHBOH, whence thy vene is fr«ii0» 

Wbe&er dly Jitteitai. iiutncta the ige 

tn chutet mmiben. ind new-poiius )a> nge t 

Or bit laEax len, bIu ! too late 

He* innowwee eiduuiged fot guilty ((ale; 

Wbatc'ei ysn write, in ereiy goUai line 

Suhlimbr and d^uiCB nantMne ; 

Thy ncmnu phnie impMna every wnl, 

M'bilebanEuBiygiTanlitureto the wttolck" 

Again, towards tlie conclu^cm : 

*< Thou, thai, my frimd, who eee'it the dugVmi ttrifit 
In R^iidi wxDe danon bkU me p]ut^ my lifb, 
.TDtheAoniaiiflniDt direct my feet. 
Say, iriiere the Nine tliylandymmJags meet? 
Whoe wuUa to thy eu the ncnd IfaioD^ 
Thy moral ame, thy d^Qiqi of Kmg ? 
Tdl, for you can, by wliac nnening itt 
Vou wake to finer ie^nga erery heart 1 
In eadi brtgfat page Knie tnidi impratant give, 
And Ud to fiitoie time* thy Bavblzh Hve^" 

1 take this opportunity to relate the manner in 
which' an acquaintance first commenced between Dr. 
Johnson and Mr. Murphy. During the publication 
of " The Gray's inn Journal," a periodical paper, 

u.g.rzpar, Google 
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iphioh ivas successfully carried on ' by Mr. Murphy- 
alone, when 3 very young man, he Iiappened to be in 
the country witb Mr. Foote; and having mentioned 
that he was obliged to go to London in order to get 
ready for the preBsoneof the numbers of that Journal, 
Foote said to him, " You need not go on that account. 
Here ia a French magazine, in which you will find a 
very pretty oriental tale ; translate that, and send it 
to your printer." Mr. Murf^y haring read tie tale, 
was highly pleased with it, and followed Foote's ad- 
vice. WbHi he returned to town, this- tale was 
pointed out to him in " The Bambler," from whence 
it had been translated into the French magazine. 
Mr. Murphy then waited upon Johnson, to explain 
this curious incident. His talents, literature, and 
gentleman-like manners, were soon perceived by 
Johnson, and a friendship was fonaed which was 
never InxAen. 



" You that travel about the world, have more 
materials far letters, than I who stay at home : and 
should, therefore, write with frequency equal to your 
opportunities. I should be glad to have all England 
surveyed by you, if you would impart your observaa 
tions m narratives as agreeable as your last Know- 
ledge is always to be wished to those who can com- 
monieate it well. While you have been riding and 
running, and seeing the tombs of the learned, and the 
camps of the valiant, I have only staid at home, and 
intended to do great things, whicli I have not done. 
Beau ■ went away to Cheshire, and has not yet found 

1 Ti^luuu Bcauclerk, Esq. 

c c3 
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his way back. Chambers passed tbe vacation at 
Oxford. 

" I am very MDCerely solidtous for the preservatiMi 
nr curing of Mr. Lgjxgtoa'e sig^t, and am giad that 
the cfainirgeon at Coventry gives him so much h<^ 
Mr. Sfaarpe is of ojunion tnat the tedious maturatwai ' 
uf the cataract is a vulgar errour, and that it may be 
removed as soon as it is formed. This notion djescrves 
to be ccnsidered: I doubt whether it be univcre^ly 
true ; bat if it be true in some cases, and tiwse cases 
. can be dietinguishedj it may save a Itmg and uncom- 
fortabJe delay. 

" Of dear Mrs. Langton you gjve me no account ; 
which is the less friencUy, as you know bow hi^ly I 
think of her, and how much I interest myself tu her 
health. I suppose you told her of my qaniou, and 
likewise suppose tt was not folloir^j hanrerer, I still 
brieve it to be right. 

" I^ me hear from joa again, wherever you are, 
' or irhatever you are doing ; whether you wander or 
ut^still, plant trees or make Rutttekt,^ ^y with 
your sisters or muse alone; and in return I will tell 
you the success of Sheridan, who at this instant is 
Biiaying Cato, and has already played Richard twice. 
He haa more company the second than the lir«t night, 
and will make I believe a good 6gure in the wh<de, 
though his fiiults seem to be very many; some of na- 
tural deiicience, and some of laborious affectation. 
He has, I think, no power of assuming eithtn- that 
dignity or elegance which some men, wno have little 
of dtfaer in common life, can exhiMt od the stage. 
His voice ^hen strained is unpleasing, and when low 
is not always heard. He seems to think too much 
on the audienoe, and turns hia £ice too often to the 
g^eries. 

1 Besi^ with that title,' irritlen about this time \)j Mt> hm^ 
ton, but not pulidialied- 
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"HoweTer, 1 wish him well; and among other 
reaeons, because I like his wife.' 
" MfJte haste, to write to, dear sir, 

" Your most a&ctJonste seiraat, 
" Oet 18, 1700." " Sam. Johnson." 

In n6l Johnson ^tpears to have done little. ' He 
was still, no doubt, proceeding in bis edition of Sbak- 
speare; but what advances he made in it cannot he 
ascertained. He certainlj^ was at this time not active ; 
for in his scrupulous examination of himself on Easter 
eve, he laments, in his too rigorous mode of censuring 
his own conduct, that his life, since the communion 
of the preceding Easter, had been "dissipated and 
useless." He, however, contributed this year the 
Prefiice* to " Rolfs Dictionary of Trade and Com- 
merce," in wbtcb he displays such a clear and com- 
prehen^ve knowledge of the subject, as might lead 
the reader to think that its autbour had devoted all 
'. his life to it. I asked him, whether he knew much 
of Rolt, and of his work. " Sir, (said he) I never 
saw the man, and never read the book. The book, 
sellers wanted a Preface to a Dictionary of Trade and 
Commerce. I knew very well what sucn a Dictionary 
should be, and I wrote a Preface accordingly." Rolt, 
who' wrote a great deal for the booksellers, was, as 
Johnson t^dd me, a ungulor, character. Though not 
in the least acquainted with him, he used to say, " I 
am just come from Sam. Johnson." This was a suf- 
ficient specimen of his vanity and impudence. But 
he gave a more eminent proof of it in our sister 
kingdom, as Dr. Johnson informed me. When Aken« 
side's " Pleasures of the Imagination" first came out, 
he did not put bis name to the poem. Rolt werA 
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over to DobliD, publisbed an edition of it, tad put 
hia am name to it. Upon the bme of this he lived 
fix- aereral montlu, being entertained at the best 
tables aa "the ingenious Mr. Rolt." ' His omversa- 
tion, indeed, did not discover much of the fire of a 
poet; but it was recollected that both Addison and 
lltomson were equally dull till excited by wiue. 
Aitenstde havine been informed of this impoution, 
rindicated his nght by puUishing the poem with its 
real attthour's name. Sereral instances of such lit^ 
nry fraud have been detected. The Reverend Dr. 
Campbell, ef St. Andrew's, wrote " An Inquiry into 
die Original of Moral Virtue," the manuscript of 
which be sent to Mr. Innes, a ckrgyman in England, 
who was his countryman and acquaintance. Junes 
published it with his own name to it ; and before the 
unpooition was discovered, obtained conaderable pro- 
■wtion, as a reward of lus merit.' The celebrated 
Dr. Hugh Mair, and his cousin Mr. George Banna- 
tine, when students in divinity, wrote a poem, en- 
titled " The Resurrection," «mea of which were 
handed about in manuscript. They were, at leogtb, 
very much surprised to see a poniprius edition of it in 
felio, dedicated to the Princess Dowager of Wales, 
hy a Dr. Dougla^ as his own. Some years ago a 
httle novel, entitled " The Man of Feeling," was aS' 
auBted by Mr. Eccles^ a young Irish clergyman, who 

t I have bad inqniiy made in IreUnd a> to thii atatj, but do 
not find h ncollected Iheie. I giie it oa the uithori^ of Dr. 
Jatntaa, to iriiidi mtj be added that of ibe '' Biographiad Ke- 
"" '' ■" ^n both of whkh it bat 



Mad ma^ jmn. Mr. Halone Dbeerres, tliat the tnitli ptobab^ 
11, hH thai an editian waa pablidied wiib Roll's lumie in ibe tiilc- 
awe, bat, diat the poem beiDg then utonymoos, Rolt acqaieaced 
toils being attrib«ted to him in oonyanlioD. 

3 IbaTebodilhebatdn. Innemtthedergjinaoirtialnm^t 
yilwianinr to i^n^mJj azid waa an acoovDplicfl in lpa <x(za> 
csdinaff Adwau 

U,Cj,ZP3r,GOOglC_ 
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wa« afterwards drowned near BaU). He liad been at 
the pains to transcribe the whole book, with Mottings, 
interlineations, and corrections, that it mighf be shewn 
to several people as an original, it was, in truth, 
the production of Mr. Henry Mackenzie, an attorney 
in the Exchequer at Edinburgh, wha ia the authour 
of several other fngeniuus pieces ; but the belief with 
regard to Mr. Eccles became so general, that it was 
thought necessary for Messieurs Strahan and Cadell to 

Sublish an advertisement in the newspapers, contra* 
icting the report, and mentioning ftiat they pur- 
chased the copy-right of Mr. Mackenzie. I can con- 
ceive this kind of fraud to be very easily practised 
^vith successfiil efirontery. The Filiation la a literary 
perfonaance is difficult of proof; seldom is there any 
witness present at its birth. A man, either in con- 
fidence or by improper means, obtains possession of a 
copy of it in manuscript, and boldly pubUshes it as 
his own. The true authour, in many cases, may not 
be able to make his title clear. Johnson, indeed, 
from the peculiar features of his literary ofispring, 
might bid defiance to any attempt to appropriate 
them to others : 



He this ye(tr lent his fiiendly assistance to correct 
and improTe a pamphlet written by Mr. Gwyh, the 
architect, raititled " Thoughts on the Coronation of 
George in."» 

Johnson had now for some years admitted Mr. 
Bu«tti to his intimacy; nor did their friendsliip 
cease upon their being separated by Baretti's re- 
visiting his native country, as appears from Jdmsoa's 
letters to him. 



"to MB. JOSEPH 



" You reproach me very often with parsimony of 
Vriljng; but you may discover by the extent of my 
paper, that I desigti to recompeDse rarity by leneth. 
A short letter to a distant friend is, in my opinioQ, 
an insult like that of a slight bow or cursory sa- 
lutation; — a proof of unwfllingnesa to do much, 
eren where there is a necessity of doing something. 
Vet it must be remembered, that he who continues, 
tiie same course of life in tlie Hune place, will have 
little to tell. One week and one year are very like . 
one another. The silent changes made by time are 
not always peroeired ; and if they are not perceiTed, 
cannot be recounted. I hare ris^ and lain down, 
talked and mused, while you have roved over a coii- 
siderable part of Europe ; yet I have not envied mj 
Baretti any of his pleasures, though, perhaps I. have 
envied others his company: and I am glM to have 
other nations made acquainted with the character of 
the En^ish by a traveller who has so nicely inspected 
our manners, and eo sucoessfully studied our literature. 
I received your kind letter trma Falmouth, in which 
you gave me notice of your departure for Lisbon j 
and another from Lisbon, in which you told me that 
you were to leave Portugal in a few days. To either 
of these how could any answer be returned ? I have 
had a third from Turin, ctanplaining that I have not 
aiMwered the tanner. Your English style still CM- 
tinues in its purity and vigour. With vigour your 
^nius will supply it; but its purity must be cmi- 
tinited by dose attention. To use two languages 
bmiliarty, and without contaminating one by the 
other, is very difficult ; and to use more than two, is 

1 The ori^iuli of Dr. JohiuDo'B three luiax (a Mi. BsreUI, 
wUch >re BUHmg the vei; best he ever wnMe, were Mmmunicated to 
thepro^eton of that inurucUire and dafsnt inoiUhly imacdliii7, 
" The EuropeaD Hlaguine," in which they fint a|](icand. 
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fiardly to be hoped. The praises which some hare 
reoeired for their multiplicity of languages, may be 
vofficient to excite industry, but can hardly generate 
confidence. 

" I know not whether I can heartily rejdce at the 
kind reception which you have found, or at the popu- 
larity to which you tae exalted. I am willing that 
your merit should Iw distinguished ; but cannot wish 
that your affections may be gained. I would have 
you happy wherever you are ; yet I would have you 
wish to return to England. If ever you visit us 
again, you will find the kindness of your frieods, un- 
diminished. To tell you how many inquiries are 
made after you, would he tedious, or if not tedious, 
would be vain ; because you may be told in a very 
iew words, that all who knew you wish you well ; 
and that &U that you embraced at your oeparture, 
mQ caress yoa at your return : therefore do not let ' 
Italian academidans nor Italian ladies drive us ^m 
your thoughts. You may find among ua what you 
will leave behind, soft smiles and easy sonnets. Vet 
I shall not wonder if all our invitations shoidd be re-~ 
ject«d: for tbere.is a pleasure m bebg considerable 
at home, which is not easily resisted. 

" By conducting Mr. Southwell to Venice, you fiil.p 
tilled, I know, the original contract : yet I would wish 
you not wholly to lose him from your notice, but ta 
recommend him to such acquaintance as may best 
secure him from suffering by his own follies, and to 
take such general care both of his safety and bis in- 
terest as may come within your power. His relations 
will thank you for any such gratuitous attention : at 
least they will not blame you for any evil that mar 
h^peu, whether they thank you or not for any good. 
" You know that we have a new King and a new 
Parliament. Of the new Parliament Fitzherbert is 
« Qiember. W* were so- we»ry of our old King, that 
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■we Bi« anuli [deued trith hissuoomsor; t^-whaam 
«re flo much inclined (o hope great things, that most of 
ua bmn akeady to beliere them. The joaag mail 
ia hilSnto blanielesa ; but it would be unremscMiable 
toexpect much from (Jw immatnri^ of jarenile years, 
and the isnonnoe of jmnoelj' ewicatim. tie baa 
been long m the hands ot the Scots, and hasabcady 
fiiTOured them more than the En^ish will contentedly 
endiue. But, perhaps, he ecarodj knows whom be 
baa distingui^ied, or whom he haa disgusted. 

" The Artists bare instituted a yearly Exhibition 
ofnctureaand statues, in imitation, as I am told, of fi>. 
reign academies. This year was the seomd Exhibition. 
They please themselves much with the multitude 
of ^lectators, and imagine that the English School 
will rise in reputation. Reynolds is without a rival, 
and continues to add thousands to thousands, which 
be deserres, among other excellenaes, by retaining 
his Idndnew For Bafetti. This Exhitution has filled 
tht heads of the Artists and lovers of art Surely 
life, if it be not long, is tedious, Mnce we are forced 
to call in the assistance trf' so many trifles to rid us 
of our time, ti that time which never can return. 

" I know my Baretti will not be satisfied with a 
letter in which I give him no account of myself ; yet 
what ftCCMint shall I give him ? I have not, since the 
day of our sepatation, suffered or d(me any thing con- 
nderable. The only change in my way of life b, that 
I have frequented .the theatre more than in former 
seasons. But T have gone thither only to escape 
from myself. We have had many new furces, ai4 
the comedy called ' The Jealous Wife,' which, thoiigh 
not written with much genius, was yet so w^t adapted 
to the stage, and so weU exhibited by the actors, that 
it was crowded for near twenty nights. I am digress- 
ing from mvself to the play-house ; but ajlrarren |^ 
must be filed widi episodes. Of myself I havs no> 
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thing to say, but that I h&re hitherto lived without 
the concurrence «f my own judgement ; yet I continue 
to flatter myself, that, when you return, you wiU find 
me mended. I do not wonder that, where the m<H 
nafltick life is permitted, erery order finds votaries, 
and every monastery inhabitants. Men will submit 
to any nue, by which they may be exempted from the 
tyransy of caprice Mid of chance. They are glad to 
supply by externa] authority their own want of con- 
stancy' and resolution, and cxiurt the ro^emment of 
others, when Iqpg experience has convinced them of 
their own inability to govern themselves. If I were 
to visit Italy, my curiosity would be mote attracted 
by convents than by palaces; thoi^h I am afraid that 
1 should find expectation in both pkces equally disap- 
pointed, and life in both places BU|^>orted with impa- 
tience, and quitted with reluctance. That it must be 
so soon quitted, is a powerAU remedy against imp&- 
(jence: butwhaitshaUfreeuajromreluctance? Those 
who hare e&deavoueed to teach us to die well, have 
taught few to die willtn^y : yet I cannot but hope _ 
that a good life might end at last in a 'contented 
death. 

" You see to what a train of thought I am drawn 
by the mention of myself. Let me now turn my at- 
tention upon you. I hope you take care to keep an 
exact journal, and to register all occurrences and ob- 
servations ; for your friends here expect audi a book 
of travels as has not been often seen. You have given 
UB good specimens in your letters from Lisbon. I 
. wish you had staid longer in Spain, for no country is 
less Iniown to the rest of Europe; but the quiclcness 
of your discernment must make amends for the celerity 
of your motions. He that knows which way to direct 
his view, sees much in a little time. 

" Write to me very often, and I will not neglect to 
write to you; and I may, perhaps, in tjmc, get eome*- 
VOL. r. DO 
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thing to write: at least, you will know by my letters^ 
whatever else they may have or want, that I continue 
lobe 

" Your most ^ectionate iriend, 
*' ILoodtm] June ID, ITBl." " Sam. Johnsok." 

In 1762 he wrote for the Bererend Dr. Kennedy, 
Rector of Bradley in Derbyihire, in a strain of veiy 
courtly elegance, a Dedication to the King* of that 
gentleman's worli, entitled " A complete SyBtem of 
Astronomical Chrooology, ui^oldiog the ScriptuTes." 
He had certainly looked at this work before it waa 
printed ; for the condudine paragraph is undonbtedlj 
of his compositioa, of which let my readers judge : 

"Thus have I endeavoured to free Kehgion kdA 
History from the darkness of a disputed and uncer- 
tain clmmology; frran difficulties which have hitherto 
^tpeared irfsuperalde, and dvknese which no lumi- 
nary of leanung has hitherto been able to dissipate. 
I have eett^iibed the truth of the Moeaical account, 
by evidence which ao tianacription can corrupt, no 
negligence can lose, and no interest can pervert. I 
lave shewn that the universe bears witness to the in- 
spiration of its bistorian, by the revolutim of its orbs 
Slid the successioQ of its eeasoos; thai the Hart in 
their courses Sght agaimt incredulity, that the works 
of God give hourly confirmation to ue lao), the pro- 
phete,ajiA the go«pe/, of which one day tdleth atxdher, 
and one mghf certifieth antdhers and that the va- 
lidity of the sacred writings never can be denied, 
while the moon shall increase and waDe, and the sun 
■hall know his going down." 

He this year wrote also the Dedicationt to the Earl 
•f Middlesex of Mrs. Lennox's " Female Quixotte," 
and the Prefitce to the " Catalogue of the Artisf s £x> 
hibition."f 

The lowing letter, which, cm acoouat (£ its in- 
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trinmck men . 

Johnson and the publick to have withheld, was otx 



trinnck vxnt, it would hare been unjtut both 
• thh«" 



" To' DB. STAUNTON, (now sm 

BARONET.) 

" I MAKE haste to answer your kind letters in 
hofs of hearing again from you before you leave ua. 
I cannot but regret that a man of your qualifications 
should find it necessary to seek an establishment in 
Guadalonpe, which if a peace should restore to the 
Frend), I shall think it some alleviation of the toss, 
tbat it must restore liliewise Dr. Staimttm to th« 
English. 

" It ia >l melancholy connderation, that so much of 
mir time is necessarily to be ^nt updn the care of 
living, and that we can seldom obtain ease in one re- 
qiect but by restyling it in another: yet I suppose 
we are by this dispensation not less happy in the 
whole, than if the spontaneous bounty ot Nature 
poured all that we want into our hands. A few, if 
they were left thus to themselves, would, perhaps, 
spend their time in laudable pursuits ; but the greater 
|HUt would prey upon the quiet of each other, or, in 
the want of oUier objects, would prey upon them- 
selves. 

" This, however, is our condition, which we must 
improve and solace as we can : and though we cannot 
choose always our place of residence, we may in every 
place find rational amusements, and possess in every 
place the comforts of piety and a pure conscience. 

"In America there is little to be observed except 
natural curioeitJes. The new world must have many 
Kgetablea and animals widi which philosophers ai» 
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but litde acquaiiited. 1 hope yoa will fiinueh your- 
self witb some books of nator^ hiatory, and some 
^asees and other instrumenta' of obssiratiun. Trust 
as little as you can to report ; examine all you can by 
your own senses. I do not doubt but you will be able 
to add much to koowledge, and, perhiqis, to medi- 
rine. Wild nations trust to simples j and, perhaps, 
the Peruvian bark is not the only spedfidc whtdt 
those estensive regions may afford us. 

•^Wherever you are, and whatever be yonr fortone, 
be certjun, dear air, that you carry with you my Innd 
wishes; and that viiether you return hither, or stay 
in the other hemisphere, to hear that you are hi^y 
will give pleasure to, ur, 

" Your most affectionate bumble servant 
•• JtiM 1, iTra." " Sam. Johhson." 

A lady having at this time solidted him to obtain 
the Archlnshop of Canterbury's patronage to lave her 
son sent to the University, one of those solidtatioQS 
which are too frequent, where [>e<^Ie, anxious ftir s 
particular object, do not consider propriety, or the 
opportunity which the persons whom they solteit have 
to assist them, he wrote to her the following answer; 
with a copy of which I am favoured by the iteverend 
Dr. Farmer, Master of Emanuel College, Cambridge. 

" HA9AM, 

" I HOPE yon win -believe that my delay in an- 
swering your letter coiild proceed imly from my un- 
willia^esB to destroy any hope duit you had fonned. 
Hope is itsdf a species orhappiness, and, perhaps, the 
chief happiness which this world affords; but. Like all 
other pleasures immoderately enjoyed, the excesaes rf 
hope must be expiated by pain; and expectations im- 
properly indulged, must end in disappomtment. If it 
M adied, what is the improper expectstien whkh it 
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ia dangerous to indulge, experience will quickly iui- 
swer, fiiat it ia such espectatton as is dictated not by 
reason, but by desire ; expectation raised, not by the 
commoD ocouirences of life, but by the wants of the 
expectant; an expectation that requires the common 
f»ur8e of things to be changed, and the general rules 
, of action to be broken. 

" When you made yonr request to me, you should 
have considered, madmn, what you were asking. You 
ask me to solicit a great man, to whom I never spoke, , 
for a young person whom I had never seen, upon a 
suppoeition which I had no means of knowing to be 
true. There is no reason why, amongst all the great, 
I shoiild choose to supplic>U« the ArchbiBhop, nor 
why, among all the possible objects of his bounty, tlie 
ArcfatHshop should coooee your eoa. I know, madamj 
how onwiilingiy conviction is admitted, when interest 
mrposes it; but surely, madam, you must allow, that 
there is no reason why that should be done by m^ 
which erery other man may do with equal reason, and 
which, indeed, no man can do properly, without some 
very particulu- relation both to the Archbishop and 
to yeu. If I could help you in this exigence by any 
proper means, it would give me pleasure; but this 
proposal is so very remote from usual methods, that I 
cannot comply with it, but at the risk of such answer 
and suspicions as I believe you do not wish me to un- 

" I have seen your son this monung ; he seems a 
pEetty youth, and will, perhaps, find some better friend 
than I can procure him ; but though he should at last 
miss the University, he may still be wise, useful, and 
happy. 

" I am, madam, 
" Your most humble servant, 
"Junes, 1JG2." " Sam. JohSSOn." 
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" TO MB. JOSEPH BABETTI, AT HIUK. 

" an, Lmidai, Jd^ 90, 1762. 

" However justly you may accuse me for want 
of punctuality in correspwidence, I -am not ao far lost 
in negligence as to omit the opportunitr of writing to 
you, which Mr. Beauclerk's passage uuoygh Milau 
aJStntls me. 

" I suppose you received the Idlers, and I intend 
that you snail soon receive Shakqieare, that you may 
ex]daii) his works to the ladies of Italy, and tell them 
the story of the editor, anumg tike other strange nar- 
radves with whidi your long resdence in this an- 
known region has supplied yOu. 

" As you hare now been long away, I suppoae your 
curiosity may pant for some news of your old fri^ds. 
Miss Williams and I live much as we did. Miss Cot- 
, terel stiU continues to cling to Mrs. Porter, and 
Charlotte is now big of the niurth diild. Mr. Bey- 
nt^s getfl six tJiousand a year. Levet is lately mar- 
ried, not without much suspicion tiiat he has bees 
wretchedly cheated in his match. Mr. Chambers is 
gone this day, for the first time, the circuit with the 
judges. Mr. Richardson is dead of an apoplexy, and 
nis second daughter has married a mercl^t. 

" My vanity, or my kindness, makes me fiatta my- 
self, that you would rather hear of me than of those 
whom I have mentioned; but of myself I have very 
little which I care to tell. Last winter I went down 
to my native town, where 1 found the streets mudt 
narrower and shorter than I thought I had left them, 
inhal»t«d by a new race of people, to whom I was very 
little known. My play-fellows were grown old, ana 
forced me to suspect that I was no limger young. 
My only remaining frie'tid has changed his principleB, 
and was become the tool of the predominant faction. 
My daughter-in-law, from whom I expected most, and 
whom I met with tiincere bcnevdence, has lost thf 
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be&uty and gaie^ of youtli, witiiout having gained 
mucli of the wisdom of ase- I wandered about for 
fire days, and took the Sret convenient opportunitv 
of ratuming to a place, where, if there is not muui 
liappineKs, there is, at least, euch a diversity of good 
and evil, that slight vexations do not fix upon the heart. 

" I think in a few weeks to try another excursion ; 
though to what end? Let me know, my Baretti, 
i/rh&t has been the result of your return to your own 
country: whether time has made any alteration for 
the better, and 'whether, when the first raptures of 
salutation were over, you did not find your thoughts 
confessed their disappointment. 

" Moral sentences appear ostentadous and tumidj 
when they hare no greater occasions than the journey 
of a wit to liis own town : yet such pleasures and ' 
such pains make up the general mass (^ life ; and aa 
nothing is little to him that feels it with great sensi- 
bility, a mind able to see common incidents in their 
real state, is disposed by very common incidents to 
very serious contemplations. Let us trust that a 
time will come, when the present moment shall be no 
itmger irksome; when we shall not borrow all our 
happiness from hope, which at last is to end in di&. 
^pointment. 

" I beg that you will shew Mr. Besuclerk all the 
civilities which you have in your power; for he has 
always been kind to me. 

"I have lately seen Mr. Stratico, Professor of 
F^ua, who has told me of your quarrel with an 
Abbot of the Celestine order ; but had not the par- 
ticulars very ready in his memory. When you write 
to Mr. Marsili, let him know that I remember him 
with kindness. 

" May you, my Baretti, be very happy at Milan, 
or some otiier place nearer to, sir, 

" Your most affectionate humble servant, 

" Sah. Johnson." 

C.oogic 
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The Kcesaion of George tbe Third to the throne 
of these kingdolnSj opeDed a new and brighter pro- 
gpect to men of literarv merit, who had been honoured 
with no mark of royal foyour in the preceding reign. 
Hii present Majesty's education in this country, as 
well as hb taste ana beneficence, prompted him to be 
the patron of science and the arts ; and early thia 
year Johnson baring been represented to him as a 
rery learned and good man, without any certain pro- 
rision, bifl Majesty waa pleased to grant him a pension 
of three hundred pounoa a year. The Eari of Bute, 
who was then IVune Minuter, had the honour to 
announce this instance of his Sovereign's bounty, con- 
cerning which, many and various stories, all equally 
erroneous, have been propagated ; maliciously repre- 
senting it as a ptditical bribe to Johnson, to draert 
his avowed principles, and become the tool (^ a govern- 
ment which he held to be founded in usurpation. I 
have taken care tn have it in my powei' to refute them 
from the most authe^tick information. Lord Bute 
told me, that Mr. Wedderbume, now Lord Lougli- 
borough, was the person who first mentioned this sub- 
ject to him. Lord Loiwhborough told me, that tlie 
pension was granted to Johnson soJely as the reward 
of bis literary merit, without any stipulation what- 
ever, or eren tacit underatanding that ne should write 
hr administratiiHi. His Lordship added, that he was 
<»nfident the political tracts which Johnson after- 
wards did write, as they were entirely consonant with 
bis own opinions, would have been written by him, 
though no pension had been granted to him. 

Mr. Thomas Sheridan and Mr. Mun>hy, who then 
lived a good deal both with him and Mr. Wedder- 
bume, told me, that they preTTousIy talked with 
Johnson imm this matter, and that it was perfectly 
understood by all parties that the pension was merely 
honorary. Sir Joshua Reynt^ds told me, that John- 
son called on him aA«r his Majesty's intention had 
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been notified to him, aud attid he wished to consult 
his friends as to tlie propriety of hxB saxytitig this 
mark of the royal favour, after the definitions which 
he had givea in hia Dictionary of petition and pen- 
sioner!. He s^d he ahuuld out hare Sir Joenua's 
answer till next day, when he would call again, and 
desired he might think of it. Sir Joshua answered, 
that he was clear to gire his opinion then^ that there 
tould be no objection to his receiving from the Kiag 
& reward for literair merit; and that certainly tbe 
definitii»is in his Dictionary were not applicable to 
him. Johnson, it should seem, was satianed, for he 
did not call again till he had accq)ted the pension, 
and had waited on Lord Bute to thank him. He 
then told Sir Joshua &at Lord Bute said to him ex- , 

rsly, " It is not gif en yoa for any thing you are t« 
. but for what you have done."' His Lordship, 
he said, behaved in the handsomest manner. He Tea 
peated the words twice, that he might be sure John- 
son heard them, and thus set his mind peHectly at 
ease. This nobleman, who has been so virulentlr 
abused, acted with great honour in this instance, and 
displayed a mind truly liberal. A minister of a 
more ufirrow and selfish disposition would have availed 
himsdif of such an (ntportunity to fix an implied 
<Mi^ion on a man of Johnson s powerfid talents to 
give hun hia support. 

Mr. Mtmthy and tiie late Mr. Sieridan eererally 
contended for the distinction of having been the first 
who mentioned to Mr. Wedderbume that Johnson 
ought to have a pension. When 1 spoke of this to 
Lord Loughborough, wishing to know if he recol- 

1 Tlus wu aaid b; Lord Bute, u Di, Baiaej woi infarmed 
bv Job^BflD hunsdf, in answer to a qiicstioti which he put, pie- 
vkmdj'tobiaBMeptanceoftheuileiidedbininlj: " Fraj', my lonl, 
wbttiml cocpccted to do for ihii p«nH<» f" 
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lected tbe ptiine norer in tlte bowMM, he nid, " AU 
hia friaids aaaisted:'' and when I told him tliat Mr. 
SberUan ■tacnanud; aMerted Ub daim to it, his 
Lcndahip nid, " He lang Uie belL" And it is but 
jnat ta add, that Hr. Shmdan told me, that whim he 
eomiauidaieA to Dr. Johnflon that a pensiwi was to 
he granted him, he rejdied in a ferrom- cJ gratitude, 
" Tlie Epgliah laognage does not aflord me terms 
Mifqwatr to my feehngs on this occamoo. I must 
haTc iccnorse to the French. I am penttri with his 
Hajestf'B goodness." When I repeated this to Dr. 
Jabnsrai, be did not coatiadtct it. 

His definitioiis of pemioH taidpmioHer, partly 
founded <hi the satirical Teraes of Pope, whMJi he 
quotes, may be genenUly true ; and yet every body 
must allow, that there may be, and have been, in- 
■tancea tit pensions giren and received upcw liberal 
and bouoanble tenns. Thus, then, it is clew, that 
tbne traa nothing inconststent or humiliiUing in 
JcAiMMi's accepting of a pa)ai<ai so nni»Dditi<«ally 
and so hoDonrably ofered to him. 

But 1 ahall not detain my readers longer by any 
words of my own, on a subject cm which I am h^tpily 
maUed, by the &vour oi uie Earl ot Bute, to fweaent 
them with what Johnson himself wrote ; Ms lordship 
luring been pleased to cwnmunicate to me a copy of 
the following letter to his late fiither, i^ich ooea 
great honour both to the writer, and to tiie noMe 
person to whom it is addressed : 



•' TO TUB RIGHT BONODRABLE THX EASL OF JBOTS. 



" When the bills were yesterday delivered to 
me by Mr. Wedderburne, I was inibnned by hira of 
the mture iarours which hia Miyesty has, by year 
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t, been induced to intend 

" Bountf alwars recei»eB part of ite value from tb« 
manner in which it is bestowed : your Lerdship'a 
Idndneee includes every circiusBtuue that can gratify 
^licacy, or enforce obligatirat. You have conferred 
TOUT bvours oa a maa who baa neither alliance nor 
mtereat, who baa not merited tbam by services, nor 
courted them by officiousnees ; you hare niared him 
the Hhame of soUcitation, and this anxiety of suapense. 

" What hae been thus elegantly given, will, I 
hope, not be rewoachfully enjoyed ; I shall endeavour 
to give your Lordship Hk only recompenee which 
generosity denres, — tfae gradiication of finding that 
your benefits are not iiapr(^)»lj bestowed. I am, 
mjr Lord, 

" Yonr Lorddiip'a moBt obliged, 
" Most tbedient, wd moat humble eorantt 
" Jnl^ SO, I7«a." " Sam. Johhmn." 

This year his friend. Sir Joshua Reyncrids, paid » 
visit <tf some veela to hia native country, Deronahini 
in whicdi he was adxaapaiued ' ' ' 
much pkased with this janat, ai 
rived b-on it agreat BOCMri(m<tf new ideas. Hewas 
entartuned at the aeata of several noblemen and gei^ 
tleven in die weat et England ; ' but Uie greateat 
part of this time was passed at Plymouth, wmi« tk» 

1 At ow of feiH kMi, Di. Amyit, phjiuua fa Londn^ loll - 
me be hajfCBfld to meet hira. Id oidK tt-amiua ban liS diniu' 
■boold be nadr, he wu takea «at to ndk in Ihe gudsn. Hie 
mutei of the houe diinkiiig it pnmT to introduce aoDietliiiig 



K botmut, Dr. JduKo P"—" No, I . ^ 

tmabatnotj md, (eMnjiag, no Jbiftt, to hii a«» ■g h le rtnfM ,) 
■honld I with ID become s botaniH, I iniut ttnt unn nfKlf iir— ' 
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magnificence nf the navy, the ahip-fauilding, find all 
its drcuniBtances, &ffordeil him a grand subject of 
^ Q>iit<inplation. The Commissioner of the Djcu-yard 
p^d him the compliment of ordering the yatcht to 
coiiTey him and his iiiend to the Eddystone, to which 
they accordingly sailed. But the weather was so 
tempestuous that they could not land. 

Reynolds and he were at this time the guests of 
Dr. Mudge, the celelwated surgeon, and now 1*7- 
ndan of that place, not more distinguished for quick- 
ness of parts and rariety of knowledge, than loml and 
esteemed for his amiable manners; and here Johnson 
finmed an acquaintance with Dr. Mudg»j9 father, that 
Tery eminent dirine, the Rererend Zadianah Mudge, 
Prebendary of Exeter, who was idolised in the west, 
both for his excellence as a preacher and the uniform 
perfect propriety of hfs private conduct. He preached 
a aennon purposely that Johnson might hear him ; 
and we ahsU see uterwarda thsit Johnson honoured 
his memory hy drawing his character. Wlule John-* 
SOD w«s at Plymouth, he saw a great many <rf its in- 
hatntaiita, ana was not sparing of his very entertain- 
ing c(mversati<»i. It vas ha« tliat he made that 
frank and truly niginal confession, that " ignorance, 
pure ignorance," was the caiue of a wnmg definitioB 
■n his Dictionary of the word pattern,^ to the no 
small surprise (tf the lady who put the question to 
him ; who having the most prdbund reverence for 
his character, so as almost to suppose him endowed 
with inbllibility, expected to hear an explanation (of 
what, to be flure, seemed strange to a cranmon reader,) 
drawn ftom some deep-learned source with n-hich she 
was unacquainted. 

Sir Joshua Eeynolda, to whom I was obliged for 
my information concerning this excursion, mentions a 

1 S«cp.S39. 
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very cbaracteriBtical anecdote of Johnson while at 
Plymouth. Having obeerved, that in consequence of 
the -Dock-yard a nev town had. arisen about two 
miles off as a rival to the old ; and knowing from his 
saescity, and just observation of human nature, that 
it la certain if a man hateR at all, he will hat« his 
next neighbour; he concluded that this new and 
rising town could not but excite the envy and jealousy 
of the old, in which conjecture he was very soon con- 
iimted ; he therefore set himself resolutely on the side 
of the old town, the eitablUhed town, in which hts lot 
vaa cast, considering it as a kind of duty to ttand by 
it. He accordingly entered warmly into its interests, 
and upon every occasion talked of the dockers, as tiie 
infaabitimts of the new town were called, as upstarts - 
and aliensk Plymouth is very ptentiftdly s^^ied 
vith water by a river brougjit into it &om a great 
distance, which is so abund^t that it runs to waste 
in the town. The Dock, or New-town, being totally 
destitute of water, petitioned Plymouth that a small 
portion of the conduit might be permitted to go to 
them, and this was now under consideration. Jt^n- 
son, ^fecting to entertain the passions of the place, 
was violent in opposition ; and nalf-lan^ung at him- 
self for his pretended zeal, where he had no conoem, 
exclaimed, " No, no ! lam against the (^jaEerj; lam 
a Plymouth-man. Rogues! let them die Of thirst. 
They shall not have a drop !" 

Ixnd Macartney obligingly favoured me with s 
copy of the following letter, in his own hand-writing, 
from the origin^, which was found, by the present 
Earl of Bute, among his father's papers. 

"to TBE bight honourable the earl of BUTE. 
" MY LORD, 

" That generosity, by which I was recommended 
to the fovonr of his Majesty, will not be offended at a 
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«riicitatimi Beceesuy to make that ikrour permaiMnt 
and e&ctual. 

" Tlie pension iq>pointed to be paid me at Michael- 
naa I Iu¥e not received, and knoir not where or fram 
whom I am to ask it. I beg, tberefiwe, that your 
Lordship will be pleased to supply Mr. Wedderbunia 
with euch directims aa may be necassarri whicli, I 
believe, hia friendship will make him tldnk it oo 
trouble to convey to me. 

" To interrupt your Lordship, at a time like this, 
witli such petty difficulties, is improper and unseasoa- 
^le ; but your knowledge of the world has long since 
taujdit you, t^at everji man's afiairs, however little, 
are uuportant to himself. Every man hopes that he 
flball eac^ie neglect; and, with reason, may every 
man, whose rioes do not preclude hia daim, expect 
&vour from that bem^c^ice whidi has been ex- 
tended to, 

, " My Lord. 
" Your Lorddiip's most (^ged, 
"And 
" Most humble sarrant, 

"Sah. JoHMSOK." 
•• T«*qJ« Uae. Nov. 3, lltZ." 

" TO HH. lOBEPa BABBTTI, AT HttAK. 
" sia, Loiuloa, Dec 21, 1763. 

" You are not to suppose, with all your ctn- 
viction of my, idleness, that I have passed all thia 
time without writing to my Baietti. I gave a lettec 
to Mr. Beauclerk, who in my opinion, and ut his own, 
was hastening to Naples for the recovery of his health ; 
but he has stomed at Paris, and I knmr not when he 
win proceed. Langton is with him. 

" I will not trouble you with speculatims about 
fMce and war. The gooA or ill sncceaa of hattlw 
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and einbosneB exteods iteelf to a rery small part (f 
domestick liie : we all have good and evil, wliich we 
feel more sensibly than our petty part of publick mig- 
caniage or prosperity. I am sorry for your disap- 

riotment, witli wliich yod seem more touched than 
should expect a man of your resolution and es- 
pcnenee to naye been, did I not know that general 
truths are seldom applied to particular occa«ong ; and 
that the hllacy of our self-love estends' itself as wide 
as our interest or affections. Every man believes 
that mistresses are un&ithful, and patrons capricious } 
but he exeats bis oWn mistress, and his own patron. 
We faave all learned that greatness is negligebt and 
oontemptbous, and that in Courts life is often Ian' 
guished away in ungratiGcd expectatiim ; but he that 
approaches greatness, or glitters In a Cmirt, imagines 
that destiny baa at last exempted him f^m the 
common lot. 

" Do not let such evils overwhelm you as thousands 
have suffered, and thousutds have surmoanted; but 
turn your thoughts with vigour to some other plan of 
life, and keep always in your mind, that, with due 
mbmisdcm to Providence, a man of genius has been 
•eldom ruined but by himself. Your Patron's weakness 
or insensibility will finally do you little hurt, if be is 
not assisted by your own passions. Of your love I 
know not the propriety, nor can estimate the power ; 
but in love, as in every other passion of which hope is 
the essence, we ought always to remember the uncer- 
tainty of events. There ia, indeed, nothing that m 
much seduces reason from vigilance, as the thought 
of passing life with an amiable woman; and if all 
would happen that a lover fancies, I know not what 
other terrestrial happiness would deserve pursuit. 
But luve and marriage are different states. Those 
who are to suffer the evils f^of life] together, and to 
saSer often for the s^ce of one anomer, boou loss Hiat 
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tenderness f)f look, and that bcneToltmce of ntind, 
whicli arose from the - participation of unsiingled 
jdeafiHre laid successive amusement. A wuman, ire 
are sure, will not be always fair ; we are not .sure she 
will alw^ be virtuous : and man cannot retain through 
lifo that respect and assiduity by which he pleases for 
a day or for a month. I do not, however, inretemd to 
have discoTered that life has any thing more to be 
desired than a prudent and Tirtuous marriage ; there^ 
fore know not what counsel to give you. 

" If you can quit your imagination of love and 
' greatDe8S,and leave your hopes of prefermeat and bridal 
raptures to try once more the fortune of literature 
a^ industry, the way through France is now open. 
We flatter ourselves that we shall cultivate, with great 
diligence, the arts of peace ; and every man will be 
wdoHne among UB who can teach us any Uiing we 
do not know. For your part, you will find all your 
dd frtends willing to receive you. 

" Reyn<Jds stil] continues to increase in reputation 
and in riches. Miss Williams, who very much loves 
you, goes on in the old way. Miss Cotterel is still 
witi Mrs. Porter. Miss Charlotte is married to 
Dean Lewis, and has three children. Mr. Levet has 
married a streAtrwalker. But the gazette of my 
uarratioB mmt now arrive to tell you, that Badiurst 
went physidau to ^e anny, and died at the Ha- 

" I know not whether I have not sent you ward 
that Huggins and Richardson are both dead. When 
we see our enemies and friends gliding away before 
us, let us not forget that we are subject to the general 
law of mortality, and shall soon be where our doom 
will be fixed for ever. 

" I pray God to bless you, and am, sir, 
•' Your most affectionate humble servant, 
, "Write soon." " Sam. Johnboh " 
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Id 176s he Airnished to f The Poetical Calendar," 
nublished by Fawkes and Woty, a character of C<i. 
lina,* which he afterwu^a ingnLfted into hia entire , 
life of that admirable poet, in the collection of lives 
which he wrote for the body of English poetry, 
formed and published by the bootsellera of London. 
Mis account of the melancholy depreaaion with which 
Gotlins was severely afflicted, and which brought him 
to hia ''graxe, is, I think, one of the most tender and 
interesting passages in the whole aeriea of hia writings. 
He also ^Foured Mr. Hoole with the Dedication of 
his translation of Tasso to the Queen,* which is SO 
happily conceived and elegantly expressed, that I 
cannot but point it out to the peculiar notice of my 
ftaders.' 

1 "Madah, 

" To ippTDHdi the'liigh and tDiuCriaui hu bean In all um 
the pririlo^ of poeU ; and th(M|^ tnoalaton cumot Jnadj dmn 
tttK nme bouaar, jet they DataiaU; fidlow (bat ■utbonn u at- 
tendant! ; and I hope that in letuni G>r hnina enabled Tabiq 
to difliise his &ine through the British domiiuona, I ma]' be in- 
troduced b; him 10 &e pieseDce of Yona Majesty. 

" Tasso haa apecuhai claim Co Yona Majestt's &roqr, u 
fidlmrer and paneejriit of die Houae of Ette, which has otw com- 
mon anceniK wiu the Houae of Han-ovek: and in TeriawiDg 
hie life it i> not eaay to fbibev a wish that he had lived in a faaptHfr 
time, when he m^tht among (he descendante of (bat illiutnoiu 
bmiiy haTC found a more liberal and potent patronage. 

" t cannot but obserre. Madam, hov unequally maid ii pro- 
portioned to merit, vhoi I reHect (hat the happmen wtiich wa* 
withheld from Tasbo is leaerred for me ; and th^ the poem vbich 
ODcefaardlyprocnredto itaaiuhoui: the countenance of thePrincen 
of Femra, has attracted to ila ttaiulatot the fafouiable notice of 

a BUTIBH QUEEW. 

" Had this been the fate of Tasso, he would have been aMe to 
have celebrated the ooudescawion of Vodk Majebtt in nobler 
language^ but could dm have felt it with more ardnt gialitud* 

" YOO* MAJBSTT't 

" Most faithfidind dented eervaM." 
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This is Ut me a memorable year ; for in it I had 
tlie happineas to obtain the acqiuintaiice erf' tbat ex- 
traardjaary man whoee memoira I am now writiDg; 
on acquaintance whicb I shall ever esteem as one trfT 
tbemostftHtunatedrciinistancesiiiiny life. Tbou^ 
then but two-and-tweuty, I had fin- sereral vears 
jead his woriu with delight and instructuKi, ana had 
the hi^est rera«nce for their autlHNir, whidi had 
grown up in my taaey into a land of mysteiioiu 
yowralioa, by figuring to myself a state of sdemn 
clerated abstraction, in which I supposed him to lire 
in the immense metn^lU of Lonoffii. Hr. G«itl&< 
wan, a turfjve of Ireland, who passed some yean in 
Scotland as a j^yer, and as an ioatnictor in tlie 
English language, a man whose talents and wordt 
were depressed by misfortunes, had giren me a re- 

!resentati(Hi rf the figure and manner of Dicthhitahv 
ohjihon! as he was then generally called:' and 
during my first visit to London, whi(± was for three 
months in 173o, Mr. Derrick the poet, who was Gen- 
tleman's friend and countryman, flattered me with 
hopes that he would introduce me to Johnstm, an 
bonour of which 1 was very ambitious. But he never 
found an opportunity ; which made me doubt that be 
had promised to do what was not in his power ; till 
Johnson some years afterwards told me, " Derrick, 
sir, might very well have introduced you. I had a 
Jundo^ for Derrick, and am sorry he is dead." 

In the summer of 1761 Mr. Thomas Sheridan was 
iit Edinburgh, and delivered lectures upon the English 
Language and Publick Speaking to hirge and respect* 

1 Ai great m«ti of uiliquit;, nidi uSdFio^/VieaMU,ll*diii 
epjlhct added ta iheit nMDCi in awununce ofiome cdebnlel 
actira, N> 1117 illuatrioui ftieud w» oltea oiled DiCTiOMAwr 
JonHBov, fennthatiroidecM atchievaneaCofgaiiuiiDdlalKiur, 
**'"" ** Dictuoazy oflfaeBngliih language;" Uiaid~^'' -"— ^'-■- ■" 
lenptaje withinwe WOl J----I — 



.njlc 
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.^le audiencet. I was often ia his compuif, and 
lieard him frequently eirpattate apon JohnBon's extra- 
ordinary knowledge, talents, and Yirtues, repeat his 
pointed gayings, describe hia piuticularities, and boast 
of his being fis guest sometimes till two «- three in 
the morning. At his house I hoped to baye many 
.iqiportunities of seeing the sage, as~ Mr. Sheridan . 
otui^ngly assured me I should not be disappointed. 

When I returned to London in the end of 1763, to 
my surprise and regret I found an irreconcileable dif-, 
ference had tak^t place between Johnson and Shan- 
dan. A pension ol two hundred pounds a year had 
been given to Sheridan. Johnson, who, as has been 
already mentioned, thought riightingly of Sheridan's 
art, upon hearing that he was also pensioned, ex- 
clainK^, " Wliat I have they given him a pension ? 
Then it is time for me to give up mine." Whether 
this proceeded from a momentary indignation, as if it' 
were an afiront to his exalted merit that a player 
should be rewarded in the same maimer with him, at 
was the sudden ^fect of a fit of peerishness, it was un- 
luckilv »ud, and, indeed, cannot be justified. Mr. 
Sheridan's pension was grafted to him not as s 
player, but as a suflferer tn the cause of goreminent, 
when he was manager of the Theatre Boyal in Ire- 
land, when parties ran high in IT53. And it must 
also be allowed that he was a man of literature, and ' 
had considerably impoVed the arts of reading and 
speaking with distinctness ^d propriety. 

Besides, Johnson should have recollected thafMr. 
Sheridan taught ' pronunciation to Mr. Alexander 
Wedderburne, whose sister was married to Sir Harry 
Erskine, an intimate friend of Lord Bute, who was 
the favourite of the King ; 'and surely the most out- 
rageous Whig will not maintain, that, whatever ou^t 
lo be the prindple in tlie disposal of ^Ices, a penaoH 
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ought nerer to 1w granted fnaa any tnas of cmirt con- 
nectioD. Mr. Macklin, indeed, shsred with Mr. Sbe- 
lid&D tbe honour of instructing Mr. Wedderbnrae ; 
and thaugb it was too late in life for a Caledonian to 
acquire tne genuine English cadence, yet bo successful 
were Mr. Wedderbume's instructors, and his own ud- 
abating endeaTours, that he got rid <tf the coaiae part 
of his Scotch accent, retaining only as much of the 
" native vood-note wild," as to mark his country; 
which, if any Scotchman should s^ct to forget, I 
■houM beartilj despise him. Notwithstanding the 
diScultiM which ai« to be encountered by those who 
hare not had the adrantage of an English education, 
be by degrees formed a mode of speaking, to which 
Engusbimn do not deny the praise iS elegance. 
Hence his distinguished oratory, which he exerted in 
his own countiT as an advocate m the Court of Session, 
and a ruling elder of the Kirk, has had its £uBe and 
smple reward, in much higher spheres. When I \odi 
baclE on this noble person at Edinburgh, in situatiiHis 
' BO unworthy of hia brilliant powers, mA behold Lonn 
LouoHBOROuaH at London, the change seems almost 
like one of tlie metamorphoses in Ovid; and as his 
two preceptors, by refining his utterance, gave cura 
rency to hu talents, we may say in the w<^ of that 
poet; " Stam vot mttttutU" 

I bxi/t dwelt the longer upon this remarkable in- 
ctmce of BUcoesaAil parts and assiduity; because it 
jf^ffords animating encouragement to other gentlemea 
of North-Britiun to try their fntunes in the southern 
jiart of die island, where they may hope to gratify 
their otmost ambition ; and now that we are one 
peofk by the Unicm, it would surely be illiberal to 
maintain, that they hard not an equal titJe with the 
iiatiTes of any other port erf' his Majesty's dimiiiums. 

Johnson complainM that a man who disliked him 
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repeated his sarcasm to Mr. Sheridan, without Idling 
him what followed, which wae, that after a ^lause he 
added, " However, I am glad that Mr. Shendan haa 



a pension, for he is a Teiy good inaii." Sheridan 

could never forgive this has' 

pressiott. It rankled in iiis mi 

formed him of all that Johnson said, and that t 



would be very glad to meet luta aifiicably, he poei- 
tively declined repeated offers which I made, and <»ice 
went off abruptly from a house vrherc he and I were 
engaged to dine, because he was told that Dr. John- 
son was to be there. I have no sympatbetick feeling 
with such persevering resentment. It is painful 
when there le a breach between those who have lived 
eo long tt^ther eodally aifA cordially ; and I wonder 
:that tiiere is not, in aU such cases, » mutual wish 
that it should be healed. I could perceive that Mr. 
Sheridan was by no means satisfied with Johnson's 
acknowled^n^ him to be a good man, Tliat could 
not sooth his injured vanity. I could not but smile, 
at the same time that I was offended, to observe 
Sheridan in the Life of Swift, which he afterwards 
published, attempting, in the writhings of his resent- 
ment, to depreaate Johnson, by characterising him 
as " A writer of gigantick &me, in these d^ys of 
little men;" that very Johnson whom be once so 
highly admired and venerated. ' 

This rupture wit)i Sheridan deprived Johnsoo of 
one of his moat agreeable resources for amusement in 
hia lonely evenings; for Sheridan's well-informed, 
animated, wid bustling mind never suSered con- 
versation to stagnate ; and Mrs. Sheridan was a most 
agreeable cmnpanion to an intellectual man^ She 
was sensible, meepious, unassuming^ yet commu- 
nicative. I recollect, with jutis^ction, manr pl(«sing 
hours which I passed with ber under the no^iitsUe 
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raof of tier hnsbttnd, vbo vas to mC a ray Idnd 
friend. Her novel, entitled " Hemun of Miss Sydney 
6iddul|rfi," coataios an excellent mond, while it io- 
culcates a fBture state of ictiibutton;' and trliat it 
teaches is iibpressed npon tlie mind by a series of as 
deep distress as can a&ct humanity^ in the amialde 

I IIt poadon Im been vnj w^ iDnstnted by Mt. Bclaham of 






nidcd u m kind of dmouick imioeCy to mwritafa that nrtae 

Bxuld not be itnided, dot vice punUied in tbe last raste of the 

lait ad of tvtry, tngedy. Thii ccoducl in our nkodan poeti is, 

famrerer, in my opinim, extnmdy iajudiciaiu ; fbr it tabonn in 

nin to inculcate a doctrine in iheoiVi irbidi creiy one knovi to b* 

fidae in bet, 11U. that virtue in real life is dwftyi productiTe of hap. 

^tKS, and vice of miseiy. Thiu Congrere oondudea the tragedy 

nt ' Tbt Uonmjng Bride' with the. follawing bolirii couplet : 

* Foi blnrinn crer «ut on viituaiu detdsf 

And, ibon^ a ble, a rare rewBd siceeedi.' 

" ^nien a n»n emiaently viitnoag, a Brutua, a Catu, or a So- 

4n m not Only led to entertain ■ mord btd^naot batnd of vice, 
Ibni if ha raw from hii distna, but ve are inevitably induced to 
AboA tbeniblinie ide)t ibat a day of Aicuie retribution will arrive, 
irlua he dun lecdve not nwtely poeticd, bat real and substantial 
juMiot.'' Enayi Fhiloaaphical, HiitOTical, and literary, Londoa, 
1791, Vd. H. »T0. p. 317. 

This ii well reuoned and wdl eipRKcd. I wiih, indeed, that 
tiieingeniDui authour had not Ihou^t it necouary to introduce any 
iiutance of " a man eminently virtuouB;'' aa he would then hive 
avoided mentioning luch a ruffian at BrutuE under that description. 



Hr.Bdsbam diaroven in his " Esaap" so mudi reading ai 
■dlinkhig, and good eompodtion, that 1 r^ret hia not having been 
fctinnle ftmi^ to be ediuaUed a tnonber of our raccUent national 



MtabMiment. Had he not beoi nursed in noncMilannily, be 
piobibly would not have been tainted with thos: hereries (u I 
■kiccrely, and on no alight investigation, think them) both in te. 
ligicsi and pofitiib, wliidi, while I nad, I am auic, wiih candonr, 



and piouB heroine wbo goes to her grave unrelieved, 
but resigned, a^d fidl of hope of "neaven's mercy." 
Johnson paid her this high compIimeDt upon it; " I 
know aot, madam, that you have a right, upoa moral 
{trinciplea, to make your readers suffer so much." 
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Pige II, Hon 21, 33. Nathanatl, wAo dint la h\t fmmtu- 
.«^ y«ar.]— NiUunad «u bofn in 1718, md died in 1737- 
TlMil bibcT, Midad Jiduwon, wu hnn U Cublef in Deilir- 
■Urcjin 16M, nddiedtt Lichfield in 1731, u the we of aercn^ 
dt. Sanh Fotd, hi* trifo, iru bom at EuuVNoiton, in the 
county t£ Warwid^ in 1669, md died at iJ-hByMj in Juiqarj 
1769, in her niaedelh jtax. M. 

Page 13, Gna 14, IS. Ji^aiKm't mather mu a voman rf 
iitt^faiihed underitaRding,\ — It <nu not, hoirever, much enl- ■ 
tinted, u we m*; njlect ftom Di. Jduuon'i owa tcataat of hk 
wlj rean, pabEihed br B. Philliis, Bni. 1805, ■ work tin. 
doubeedly Mtumtick, and wMdi, thtnii^ ihort, ii euiioiu, «nd 
well mothf of pcrunL '* M; iiuier and msther ^fi JohniMi) 
had not mod) huipnete &tim adi other. lluT iddoai oon- 
venedj fiir my Guher could not bear to talk of hit amin; and my 
mother, iHiv fwcqiiaiHiti wUh booki, cand not to talk of any 
thing elae. Hod my mother been more literate, they had beai 
betto companioiis. She might have wmeiimea introduced her nn- 
welcome Copick with more succees, if ihe could have divetdfied hei 
___ ^! — rt* ijyjjjjgjj ^^ Y^^ j^j^ dis'^^ ""■ — "■ — " — ■" 



J oi Bu g i pmun , n^ ana 
•nmeioii. Netther of diem em tiied to oalealale Ae proota of 
trade, ta the expenua of Bring. Bfy modier amduded that we 
wen poor, beouiae we loat byaome ot omrttadei; but IlietniA 
was, mat mjt firther, hwring in flie enly patt of hii lift eotitiacled 
ddM, nerer had trade nifficimt to en^le him to pay than, and to 
■"■■"«"' hn &mi]y: he sot something, but hot "^'g*"- It waa' 
not till about 1768, that I thought to calculate the returns of my 
Gdier'i bade, and by that oiunate hie probable profits. Thu 
my paienu never did." M. 
Page 1 7, tins 27 — E9r-^ft hot ten (oiii, that he amtracttd 
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of tea week) fraoi hii biith, be wu Ukcn home Erom hia none, 
** a poor ilii«i»i1 hiEiat, ilmiM blind." See k work, alieady 
quoted, aitiiled "An Aooouiit of theLifeofDr. SamuelJobnaan, 
fnini lu birth to hit tlmeaSi rear i written br hiraselt" Bro. 
ItMKL M. 

Page IS, lints 3, 4. Queen Anne.] — He wu only tliiitf montfaa 
old, whai be waa takot to Londm to be touched for the evil. 



During this tint, he tdli us, hia mother purdused tat him a small 

""' andipoon. '* Thacap," he affiednglv ad'~ " 

I pieces of plate wMdi dear Tettf lokt m ou 
bare now the ipooii. She bought at die aame time two teaspoons. 



of the laot pieces of plate wMdi dear Tettf lokt m our dialress. 

I ^ ipoon. She bought at die aame tin " " 

lymwihowl, jie had no more." 'Ibid. 



F^ SO, line la Bg meatu of ihe rod.] — JohliKHi's ob- 
- — "•uuia (a Dr, Roae, on this subject, may be finind id a Mt- 
It part of tbii work. See Q(w the end of the Tear 177B- B. 

Page 23, line 7- CirmeRui Ford.'] — Comeliua Ford, accord- 
ing to Sir John Hawkioa, wai hii couain^enaan, being the ion of 

Page 43, linea 29, 30. We ihoS tee llat hii met excellent 
varki iFCrf itrack qfat a heat, with rapid exertion.^ — Be told 
Dr. Biimej, that he never wiute any oflu^ works that were piKted, 
twice oTCT. Dr. Bumey's wonder at seeing eereral pagei of hia 
** LdTCB of the Poeti," in maniucript, with scane a blot or enEun, 
drew Hot obserrstim taxa him. M. 

Page SO, line last. Mr. Gilbert ITiifeufey.]— Sir Thomas 
Aslim, Bart, who died m January 1734-6, left one son, tuuned 
Thomas also, and ^^l daughters. Of the dau^ler^ Catharine 
murisd Johnson's &iecd, the Hon. Henrj Hervey i IHargaretl Oil- 
berl Walmtlef, Another of these ladies momed the Iter. 9Ii. 
QasCielL Mary, or Molly AsiOD, as she was usually called, be- 
came the wife of Captain Brodie of the Navy. Another aster, 
who was unmanied, was living at Lichfield m 1776. M. 

Page 5 1, line 23. Bfahop /furd.]— There Is here (as Mi. Junsi 
Qoswell Observes to me) a slight inacturacy. BisbopHuid, in the 
Epstle Dedicatory prefixed to his Commentary on Horace's Art rf 
Poetry, &c. does not prwse Btackwall, but the Rev. Mr. Budwortb, 
head-master of the grammsi school at Brewood in Slafibrdshiie, 
who had himself been bred under BlacknalL See voL v. near the 
end, where, from the information of Mr. Jolm NichoU, Johnson ii 
■aid to have apphed in 1736 to Mr. Budworlh, to be receitGd by 
bim aa an aasistani in his school in StaAotdshire. M. 
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Pagel!3, line 10. Jlf{M».]-JIt u>peui flom a letter <tf Joha- 
son's Vt a friend, which I hare ta*a, dated licMeld, Jul; ¥J, 
n3S, dut be had left Sir Wdnan Dixie'* boiue, recently hefbn 
dial letter wai written. He tboi had hope* of mcoeedicg athei « 
. -•—-■•-- -•-a otAMtiiau. M. 



tonm.] — Id Jane 1733, Sir John Hawkin* nates, fiom one of 
JidniKin'* diaries, that he lodged in Bimiinghain at the bouse of a 
penoD named JsTvis, probably a relatiini of Mn. Fortei, wbom ho 
aftemids married. M. 

P^egl, Imes 13, U. 4fltT htr fint huibaniet (bsM.]— It 
^^MSTB, tram Ur. Hectra's letter, that Johnson became acqaamted 
with her three jeus before he married her. M. 

PageCl.litiea SB, Sff-J^fri. Porter nudniifel&ei^q^jDAwM.l 
-~Mrs. idumb't in^den name was Jerris.— Thou^ there was a 
grMt dispari^ of yean between her aod Jh, Johnson, die was tiot 
qnite tooUassheishoelRiresalled, bcJngotJ; at the time of her 
marnage in ha fbrtj-dditn jcar, as Kpoaat bj the fidlowing ex- 
tract nsm the palish register of Onat Patling in Locertershire, 
whidj was obliginglf made, at mj nqaeit, ij the Hon. and Ber. 
Mr. STder, Hwtorof Lutterworth, in that county : 

" Anno Dran. ie88-[^.] Elizabeth, the daughter of mUaiQ 
Jerria, Esq, and Mrs. Anne tus wife, bom (he fbuith day of Fe- 
bnaiy tnimmii, baptized I6th day of the same mmth by Mi. 
Snidi, Ciuate-of latlle Peatlii^. 

" John AJlm, Hear." 



The&mily of Jerri^ Mr. Ryder informs me, o 
marly the whole kirdsb^ of Great Peatling (about 2000 acres), 
and dioe are many mmmnents of them in the chunzh ; but the 
estate is now mndi reduced. The pesent reptesentativB of this 
aodfot ftmify is Mr. Chades Jsns, of Hinckley, AttoiTiey at 



FageeijSntaSOfS'l. BynomtaiupUatingloaffieri.^ — That in 
Johnaon's eyes she wia handsome, afipeBn &om the epiH^ which 
he caused Id be inscribed on her tombstone not long before hil own 
death, and wUch may be found under the year 1 702. M. 

Page 61, hnes 31, 32. She mwf have had a tuptriority of 
vnierttandlng «ful lofenti.] — llie fUlowing account of Mis. John- 
ion, and her &niily, is et^ued fiom a paper (chiefly relatjng to 
Mn. Anna Winiams} written by Lady Knight at Home, and 
tnumaitted by her l« the late Jidm Hoole, Esq. the translator of 
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MetoiUiio, && bf vltoai it wai ioaeited in the Enn^iaui Map- 
ant ibr Octolier 17«9 : 

" Mn. Willumi'i accoutit c^ Hn. JohnMQ wis, that the had 
ndined to be u- 
WHiB were much 
diiguilcd with her Sot her mond mBriiBge, perhape because tfaev 
bdog stnigglina to get adTinccd in life, were mortified to tliiok 
the had allied benw to ■ nun who had not aoj' viable means of 
beinff uteful to them ; bowerer, she alwsyr retained her afiectim 
for them. While thejrDr.aod Sin. Jcdmioiil residedin Oou^i- 
(quste, her aon, the officer, knocked at the door, and lAed Ifae 
miud, if her mistiesi wu at home. She anEwered, ' Yes, sir ; 
but she 19 nek in bed.' ' O,' smyt he, ' if it's so, teDher that her 
SOD Jenis called to know how ihe ^A;' and was going avay. 
The maid bi^Dted she mi^tiun up to teU ha mistrEn, and with- 
out attaiding las answer, left tum. Mit. JohtuoQ, eniuituied to 
bear her Bon was bdow, desired the maid Co tell him she longed to 
embrace him. Wha the mud descended, the gentleman was 
gone, and pocffMr^JohtiBon was mudi ngitated bv the adventure : 
It wu the oiilj time he ever made an eSbit to see her. Dr. John-, 
aon did all he could to console his wife, but told Alrt. WillianiB, 
' Her son is unilbnnly unduti^; so 1 condude, like manv other 
Eober men, he mi^t once in hit lite be drunk, and in mat St 
natuje got the better of his pride.' " 

The fbUowing anecdotes of Di. Jafantoo sie recorded by Ihe 
■■me lady: 

" One day iluit he ^une to my house to meet many others, we 
told him that we had airwiged our party to go to Westminster 
Abbey: would not he go with us? ' No,' he replied, ' not tchSIe 
I can keep out.' 

" Up™ OUT aayiDg chat the fiienda <rf' a lady had been in great 
ftei kst (he ahould make a cen^ matdi, he nid, ' We Iha ibe 
hit ftienda have had^reat feais Ibr him*' 

*■ Di- Johnun't political prind^s ran h^i, bodi in dnudi 
and ttatc; he widud power to the King and V> die Heads of the 
Church, as die lawa of England have established ; but I know be 
disliked absolute power ; and I am very sure of his ditupprobation 
of the doettineiofttie church ofBome; becauteabauttbreeweeks 
before we came abroad, he taid to my Comeha, ' You are going 
where the oatentatious pomp of churdi ceremonies sttracu the 
imaginatiaa i bat if ibqr want to persuade you to change, you to 

..__ .i._.t_: f Wth, jou may be peiiuadei 

t the words, 1 have kept up to 
BUT eJtpresfl mcwimg. iiu 
Page 68, line S. Mr. CoJ!>ofi.]_The Reverend John Cohen 
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wsi bied at Emmanuel College in Csmbiidge, and in 1738, nliea 
Oeoige the Second nsiud tliat Univereity, tu created Mxter of 
Arts. About iliattJmE he became Pint Masteiof the Free School 
at Kodiescn, founded by Sir Joseph Wniiamson. In 1739, he 
wae appinnled Lucadan Professor of Mathnn&tjcks in the Uni- 
versity of Cambritlge, on the death of Professor Sandenon, and 
' held that office till 17.^9, when he died. lie published Lectures 
on KiLperimental Philosophy, translated liom the French of I'Abbe 
Nodet, Svo. 1732, and some other tracts. Our authour, it a be- 
lieved, wu mistaken in stating him to have been Master of *n 
Academy. Gacrick, probahlj, during his short reodence at Bo- 
cheeter, Hred in his house aa ■ private pupiL M. 

Page 90, line 1 1 • Johruim'i London aat pabliihed In May, 
I73S.] — TheauerliDn that Johnson was not even acquainted with 
Savage, when he pnblished his " Lohdoh," may be doubtful. 
JtJinson took leave of Savage when he went to Wales in 1739, 
and must have beeo acquaint with >iiin before that period. See 
Ml Life of Savage. A. C 

pBged9,Hne« I!>,30. 7Yue-tiomEngtuhaian.]~-ltn,bowiPnT, 
lenurkable, that he uses the epithet, which undoubtedly, -since the 
anion betveen England and Scotland, ought to denominate the 
nativa of both parts of our island : 

" Was earl; tauj^t a Bbiton'B ri^ta to piiae." 



to a yonng lady, the nil 

note by Mr. Boawell on some panunuare coinm 

nolds, in voL v. under March 30, 17^ M. 

Page 115, line 9. In 1742.1— From one of his letters to & 
ftiend, written in June 1742, it should leem that he then purpcaad 
to write a play cHi the subject of Charles tbe Twelfth, of Sweden, 
and to have it ready for the eniuing winter. The passage ■]- 
billed to, however, is Nflnei^t ambuuoua ; and the work whidt 
he Chen had in contempUtion may have been a history of that 
DHmarch. M. 

P^ 118, lineal!), 30. T^/rucHpflim.l— FerhapglheRDnIck 
Inscription, Gent. Mag. voL oL p. l^. M. 

P^e 126, Imea 3, 4.] T/icy have wandered togetlur whole 
night! in t/ie itreeU.]~Aa Johnson waa married befire he settled 
it) London, and must have always bad a habitation tot his wil^, 
Mne rcwien have wondered, how he ever oould have been driven 



SSa ADBITIOHAL NOTXS. 

to rtmll ibntf widi 8a*«M, 1111110111, fbunutof alodpiw. Bat 
it dtouU be itnmaitni, that Ji^nioa, at diSlnM foiak, had 
lodgingi in dM vkiDiq> of London; ud hi> finuicea cenamlj 
would not admit <tf a dootde otabliEihment. MHim, itea£cm, he 
■poit a eobrinal dtj in l^mdon, and fbnnd it (oo late to Ktum to 
anr cnuitif itodcDci he may oecuiantlljt have had. Earing no 
Mgiog in lawn, he ma oUigcd to paaa the ni^t in the nuuinef 
dwcrbeil abort ; for, thou^ at (hat period, it wai not uDconunon 
for two men to >le« togoher, SaTage, h appean, ONiU acoom- 
modate him with n«lnng bat bk companj in the cfKn la. M. 
Page ISO, tine aa. f •be irUMn;]—! aupeet Dr. TqJot waa 
a Aait and not, ai both coocni to toim ix nemtive in- 



Fafle 193, tinei 16,17. BttmeimA aOryiilo tefiii<ii.y~ 
Mi. Ciul'i naaooing, with n^eet to die fiEalian itf Kidiari 
Saran, alwap qipesid to me eitiemdy unaatiAAoiyi and ia 
tntiidy oToOimea br the fcAmruig dedain ohMTvatioVi fin wludi 
the nader ia indebted to the imweaiied leaeaielua <tf Mi. Biwller. 
— The attii7 wirindb Mi. Com Kt modi tdie*, that SavMC waa a 
aapHidlitioDi duld, not dM aon ctf Lad Riven and I^j Hac 
dwneld, but the lAjpW tt a dioanaket, intnduecd in eonae. ' 

Snce of her leal mi'e death, wai, wiihoot doubt, Roandat on 
diciimitance of L«d; Maedeifidd hanng, in 1^, prerkwalj 
to the tHiA of Savage, had a daughter by the Eail Riven, who 
died tnheiin&nn: a fbct, whidi, ai the aame gentlanan obaervci 
to me, w>* woved hi die oooiw of the pnxadinga on Lord Ha» 
deifldd'* Kn at Jhmna. Moat fictiooi tf tUa kind bare aome 
admittDteaf trndiin Ibcm. M. 

Fnm " the Earl of Haoeleefield'a Caae," wbidi, in 1697-8, 
waa pnatnlcd to the Lotda, in order to procuie an act of dimce, 
it ateieara, that " Anna, Counteai of Maceltafleld, under the name 
of Hadam Smith, in Foi-tourt, neai Btook-atteet, HoUioni, wii 
delivered of a male duld bj Mo. Wii^t, a midwife, 00 Saturday 
die 16lhof Januan, 1696-7, at sU a'doek in the morning, iriw 
. waa b^itized on the Mond^ fitHowing, and legiatend by the 
name of Bichabs, the (Mof Jidm Smith, I7 Mr.Boibridge, 
aniatant to Di. Uanninghatn*! OmUe ftn St Andrew'a, Hidbom : 
Au the diOd waa duiatened on H<ndi7 Uie ISth irf Jannan in 
^«*-cmati mS, fttmi the privacy, waa auppoasd hj Jir. Au- 

u,5,,zp.]r,Gqoglc 
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bifdn to be ' ■ by-bkiw or baHnd.' It also anpcm l}i>t duting 
her ddiveiT At uAy wine a maik ; and tbat Maiy Ptgia nn the 
nen day tola the bapdMia (Tacada;) took ■ mde eUld, wbosc 
nuMhcT wai calbd Madam Smith, fi«ni the hmue oT Mra. Phea- 
sant, in Foi-couit, [lumiing frotn. Bimk-ttreet into <}Ta^'>-Inn- 
Une], who mot bj the name of Mrs. Lee." 

Conformable to thia AataneM ia the entn in the Regirierof 8t. 
Andrew's, Holbciin, whlA ia aa follows, and which nnqDestionably 
records the baptinD of Richard Savage, to whom Lord Rivera 

Et hit owD Chrisdan name, prefixed to the aanuned autname of ~ 
mother 1 "Jan. 169b'-7. RichahD, son rf John Smith and 
MaTy,inFoi-Gatirt,inOnr's-lDQ-laDe,b^tiaedlhelBth." J.B.] 

Page 132, line 24 — Proclaimed herulf an adtiHnt.']—'So 
divrarx can be obtained in the Courts, on confestdon of the party. 
ThcR must be proofs. K. 

Page 138, lines 91, 33. J am not petitive Oat all that were 
Ail jn-oJuctiDBi.] — In theUntrESaAi. Vieiieb, to which /dm- 
son eontribuled, the mark which is affixed to some pieces nn- 
quBStionabl; his, ia also found tubjoined to othen, of which he 
certainly was not the authour. The maik therefbre will not as- 
ceit^ the poems in queMim to have been written by him. Some 
of them were probably (he productions of Hawkeswintb, who, it is 



quealitmablji Jtdmaon'a. M. 

Pue 119, lines 3,3. The pleaiBte of animated rclaxatwn.'X — 
For the Bake of lelualion tnon his literarf laboun, and probauy 
also toi Mrs. Johnson's health, he this summer linted Tunbrid)^ 
Welle, then a place of much greater resort than it is at present. 
Bere he met Sfr. Cibber, Mr. Oanlck, Mr. Samuel Rlchaidaon, 
Mr. WUston, Mr. Onslow (the Speaker), Mr. Rit, Mr. I^tlelton. 
and aevetal otba dtatingBisbed peraons. In a print, representiag 
soma of " the remarkable charawas" who were st I'unbridge 
Welbir' ^ " 



P^IGS, linel4. Andm(^tti Ihe bappineti lite doeinol,fimAl 
— In this poem, a line in which die danger attending on femak 
beau^ it mentioned, has very generally, I bcQieve, been mis- 
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Tlw M^ BiMiaicd in the fitH af ^km vanet wH Mt dwce. 
l»lar— 1 liif Vane, wkoM maatin vcn gmn la the puUiek trr 
Di. tinwflHl, bM Abbs Vne, lAo wa miMHM to FMdenck 
PriB«ifWila,aidditdtal7aB,iietk^lM&nJrtBHa mu 



' dMail(iif7%e8aawHi«qrT<irVMid%8TOi^l7SS. See aba 
Tandb ia A> Sutm, te., 1192. lii lb. Bomia'* ToD> to 
ymu HuBiBBi, *• ind mm t b m i i i ^u » rtifiteSog die lioeB 

" la Di. Jafanaai'i Vavitt ot Hdkax Wisrks, tfaoe i« 
dw ftdlowing p«MgB 1 

Bcgi tot noi biidi die&irtaiieof afiwat 
Yet Vane,' *«. 

" Laid Hailaa bdd him [Johanti], be wia miKikoi in tbe iD- 
■tanoci lie had pno of nnfbituDate tuz onea, for ncidiec Vuw nor 
Sadler liad ■ title u diat deao^lioo.''— Hii lotddnp Uwi^ne 
dnu^ fit (hat d»a HnoB abouid ndKr hm TDD dnu : 

Yet Siore eould teD 

And Vatten cuii'd ■ 

'* Our fiiend (he adda id a rabacqiunt nnle, addicsKd to Mr. 
Boewell on lUi subject) choae Vane, irho waa Ui tcaa beios welU 
iMik'd, and Sedlej, who «u ao u^h, tlut Cbariei IL md — hii 
brother had hei hj m; of penance. U. 

Page ISS, line 14. Murder I MHTderl] — Thii diewf bow 
ready modem aodicneti an to oondann in a oer plaj vhat they 
have frequently endured veiy quietly in an old one. Bowe bu 
made Moneaea in TakeklaXX die by the bow-itiing, without 
offence. M. 

PagelS4,IiiKa5, 6. TTie tr^edg of Inm iU mit fleate lltv 
^MMefc.}— I faww not irtiat Sii ^bn Hawkini mean In Oe aM 
raeepUMoflBXlTE. [See Botes P- I^S.] I «m at die flat ttfm- 
ieoUtiNi, and moM of the lubaequenb It ma modi ^pUuded 
the fim ni^lt, panicala^ die speech on to-narTOW. It lan nine 
nigjiti at louL It did not indeed become a tcnck.plqi, bat there 
Taa not the leaat oppodlian during the repieieiitaliaii, except the 
flift rai^t in the lut act, vhoe Irene wn to be ■tnngled on the 
Btage, whidi Joltn eould not bear, tbou^ ■ dnniatick poet m^ 
ataborilay^by hundredg. The bow-etring vh not ■ Cbiutian noi 
ail ancieQt Ored or Boniaii death. Bat thii iffiaee vaa nmorad 
■fteithefint night, and Iraie went effthenage to be Mnmgled — 
Many itoriei vere cinulaled at die time <t (b aalhoal'i being 
obaoved at die rqittaaitadoa to be dimatiifled *idi nmc of the 
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■pceebamdaiiiduet ofthe plw, hiimetf ; uidtltkeLaFaBtaiH, 



Pam 167, Hnet 15, 16. Saluriag, the IJth »f March, 1763.] 
— ThniianifalalK^into wbidi th« aulbonr Ms tctt pai^aDiUf 
IcdbT the nuueuMCV of the oririnal iUio eiMaa of UielUiBUer, 
in whidi die condnfng pipor of llwt mrk if dated on " S«utd£T, 
ttaahn." But SUuidiTwuin &et the /xtrtairtA of Mudi. 
llucueumBtuicCidiou^itinar Mfintappewcf Toy liUk jm- 
poilance, u yet wnth notioe ; fin Mit> JabMOO died od tlie tevtn- 
iteiUho/ March. ML 

P^ 158, lino 37, aS. /f iKame ftaNhuJ te Aim.]— Hh 
lule wludi Di. Jabaaoa obaerrad ii nnetioDed b]i the autluiitf of 
twcK gieat wiilen of intiqiiitf : ** Na id qnidem 'f^°'" eit, 
quod cddem Cicenmi placuit, nullum noMnim "^""" Dc^igenlan 
ate aeaaoatm : qsicfiuid loguemur, uticiaigiit, titpnt $aS itUictt 
poriiorK perjiclum." Quinctil. x.^. M. 

Pi^ Ifili Hm IS. MarL^—Ub. xii. Ml, "In Tucam 



NotfiiDi, ■■ the umBia «f 17AI, I ftnnd but one penoa (the Ber. 
lb. Sqoitet, ■ mu of karm^, and a gtnenl pgnhnet of new 
ImmAi), «4ia knew any IbiDg «f dxai. Bnt M had been ni*- 
Jnfbtmed eonen ri M the tnie andwor, fbt he had beoi told they 
wen wiittoi br a lb. J^DWca of Cmtetbuiy, fieaoDof adenyi 
nun vba b^ had a cttitnTeny wiA Band^) and iAm &id 
Aaued the leadmga of the <dd ballad mtiaid ^orfM Fo^Me, in 
Bendey'B bold Mfle (moi fcrictiU), till not a dngje word vif the 
Diigiiul ung wae le^ Be&te I leftNoifblk in the jeu 1700, 



the BamblfM vere in high &toiu amons penima of leuning and 
good taMe. Othen there wi^ dendd of both, who st^ that the 
hird vorii in the Rambler were need h; the Buthooi to render lui 
Dictionai; inditpenaably nteanzf. B. 

[It may not be hnpropei to eon^ ■ ili^t enour in tbe pre- 
eemng note, thou^ it doea not at all tSkft the piiodpal object of 
Dr. Bumey'a remaik. The detgymin above alluded to vaa Mr. 
Bichaid JabiuaD, adioolmuter at Nottingham, who in 1717 
imUikMd an octavo ndome in I^tin, aoinst Bentley'i edtdon cf 
HtAca^ ndtled AuHASCBUi Amti-Bimtlkuvd&i In the 
Uidile ef dua lAtinweA (•• Mr. Bindliy obaama to me), he hae 
UHMdncad fiwr pagw tfSngliih cntidBii, b) which bt ludiooiialy 



I-. Coo'ilc 



'I 
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conccti, in Beadn'muniKi, one«t>iiEa,not of the ballad dia hero 
of whkh liTed in NoitOQ Falgale, bat of a ballad celebiadng the 
adiieTemaili of Ton Bobtock( who ia a Ka-fight perfbrmed 
prodigiet of valour. The Mama, on which (bii it^eniom wnter 
baa exetd^ hii wit, is aa followi : 

" Then old Tom Bonockhe fell to the work. 

He inay'd like a Chriitian, but fought like a Turk, 
ADdcat 'emoffalliiia jerk, 
WMch no body can dmy," fe, M.] 
Page 165, Udc* 23, 33. Mr. Cavt hoi put lAt laH itt the 
magaiinc.'l—tl Hk Magazine here referred to be that ibi October 
1703 (See Gevt. Mao. tdL 33, p. 469), then this letter beloDge 
to a hnet period. If it relates to the Magazine for Sept. 1750, 
(See GiMT. Mia. toI. 20, p. 406), then it may be aanibed to the 
mondi of Qcn^wr in that jax, and should hart fijlowed ^ sub- 
■equcnt letUt. U> 



w<nk vu yet proceeding, ia an adTerdaanait, announdi^ that 
jTwr Tolomea <H the RambleT would speedfly be publiahed { and it- 
la bdiered tliat they were published in the neat mmth. The fiflh 
■nd oxth Tolumes, with tables of oontenta and tranilatioDB of the , 
mottoa, wa« puUisbed in July 1763, by Payne jlthe original pub- 
liaher), dire« tnonUu after the cloae ^ the work. 

When Hk Ramble vasoJkcted mto volumee, Jt^mson reviaed 
and eotrected it throif^unit. The original octavo edidon not 
having iaSen into Mr. Baewell'a hattdi, he «aa not aware of Ihii 
circumstaiice, which hu lately been pointed out by Mr. Aleundei 
Chalmcra in a new editian ot these and varioiia odier pedodiCBl 
E«aya, under the title of the Briiiih Essayiata. M. 

Page I TO, lines 3S, S6. Pmpero from Garrkk-l—Tlat of 
GELtDns in No. 24, tnaa FrofGuor Coulion, (seep. 68 of this 
vol) and that of EtrpHUES in the saoie pqier, whidi, with man; 
ofhoi, was doubOeis dnwn innn lheMe> Eupuues, I once 
tbouafat, mi^t havebeen intended lo represent dther Lord Cbes- 
tofldd or Soame JenjrnB ; but Mr. Bii^ey, with more probabilin, 
diinks, thai Geo^e Bubb Dodinoton, who was nmaikable fin the 
bomeUDeaa of bia peraou, and theflneiy of hisdreaa, waa the person 
meant under that character. M. 

Page lli, lines 31, aa. Chamba-i'i Fropoiai fir kit Die. 
Hamry.y-'Rte Paper heie alluded to wu, I befieve, Cbambws's 
Piopcaal for a second and impiored edidon of his JMcdmaiy, 
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Page 1 72, line 24. He mu very oimiecMyW.J— The Buthour 
appears to me to have misunderatood Jotmson in this uutance. 
He did not, I conceive, mean to say, thai, when he first began to 
write, he made Sir William Temple his model, with a view to 
form a style that should resemtile hifi in all itd paits ; but that he 
formed hu style on that of Temple and others ; by taking ^om 
each thoQc characteristic excellendFe which were most VOTtby of 
imitatiDn.— Se^ this matter fuither explained in ToL iv. under 
April 9, 17781 where, in a conversation at Sit Joshua Beynolda's, 



Page- 17S, line 28. Seartc by IPforth BritOTU now eiUrm'i 
a Scot.] — The following obseivatioti in Mr. Boewell'a Joumat of 
a Tour to the Hebridti may sufficienlly account for that gen. 
tlemaa'» beiog "now waicely estcaned a Scot" by many rfhis 
countrymen ; ^^ If he [Dr. Johnson] was particularly prejudiced 
against the Scots, it wtw because they were more in his way ; be- 
cause he thou^t theii success in England rather exceeded the due 
ttjcm of their real merit ; and because he could not but see 
m that nationality which, I believe, no Uberal-minded Scotch- 
man will deny." Mr. Boswell, iulced, ta so free fmni national 
prejudica, that he might with equal propriety hare been docribed 

" Scarce by South Britons now esteem'd a Scot." 

Court E HAT. 

Page ITS, line 1. Bung loote upon locidy.'^ — Id the Ots- 
tlonan's Magazine, for October 1752, p. 468, he is B^Ied " the 
Ber. Franda Lewis, of Chiswick." Ixnd Huartoey, at my re- 
qnot, made some inquiry concerning him at that |dMe, but no 
intelligence was obtained. 

Page ITS, lines 4, 5. Trantlalcd aiia lata an Enffith eoupkt.l 
— Not in the original edition, ip tblio. M. 

Page IT9, Hoe 21. Hii gravc^ — Alluding pcobibly to Mr. 
Andiior BeosoD. SeelheDundad, b. iv. M. 



LT^ 



.., >' The Onuid Imposto- deterted, 01 Milton convicted of 
forgery against King Chadct I. ;" whidi was renewed, probably by 
Johtuan,intheOenl.Mag.l7M, p.B7' A, C. 

VOL. I. GO 
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lamAii »IU iW MJ i mm to BnlMdaas i^oe he died vaf mi- 

PigelBS, Hae*a,3. 0«nwUM£d otScr biiUiHi^ A) m&eliuA 
Mf mm.]— *' PiDpond) [vrittaieTidindyby Jobiucai]f(Hpniuitig 
&e ADAIfV* EzDI. of Orotiiu, vicfa a TiuuUtiiBi lud Notes b; 
Wm.lMider,A.H."Oait £1^174). TaL17.p.4M. M. 

Page 183, liiie SI. JWorcA 2.] — Here ihe authour'i tnemoiy 
ftiUd him, for, accmdiiis to ihe account ptea in ■ ronnei page, 
(we p. 167), ■£ should here read Mtudi 17; butin truth, as hn 
been alreadr obBored, the Ramblei dosed" on Satuiday (Iiejbur. 
Itenth at March ; at which time Mn. Johumti ni near ho Bid, 
for ihe died on the fbHaviog TDeida;, March 1 7- Had Ae ixm- 
~' "^ papecof that injrt been written on the da; of ha death, 



the mtian* grirf iMs «4idi Oe authOBr waa phonl brttuit emit. 
—Tlu mdMAdf cut af that ajodu^oE Mwyii ■aSdenOj ac- 
oouBted f« far tb( (ituartuHi «f Mn. Ji£iUDn at (he tane it wm 
wdtuni wdher dcatb Aieeidni iflowuds pot la end todw 
PqMr. H 

Page 187, Bna 8, 9. A li much lb be TtgrOted U ha* tat 
M« /Rwrvcd.}— In die Ckolltman'i Hn>w>' ^ FebroMT; 
I71M 4p. 106), mw printed a iRtet prMendo^ b> be thtt wiiltfo 



nrae4lMimrabaflf*<Tlia Idler." A ficddoua date, Haidi 17, 
I7*l>O.S. mi addid bf anoe penoD, pteri oua Lj to tMawet'i 
bcuiff Knt to the pubfi^ief of that muccilany, \tt fan a dtfour to 
ihii deceptJoB. M. 

IV" 1S8' 'ixe 13- Give Aim miicA imWHttw.] See fait 
bi-i^Mwr'rffirrrticBmMaT. m nt M. 

Page 189, tine 10; J9ir devoMmi. ] It doee not appear that 
JofalHUt waa Itafljr penuadcd diat there ns a middle >late; hit 
pnfenbcmg only conHtlatit^ L e. If audi a RIIe existed, H. 

FagB 900v line 37. Varied I'a (Aetr nit«v<>.}--IlT. JohDno 
lowend and aomeHhat djaguiaed hia ityk, in wndog the Adfoi- 
imaiiin order that hi* Papen might paai for tboae of Dr.Ba- 
tfraM, to wh«a lie eai>|neo the proSts, Thia waa H«rkefweHh'a 

h0*aoi, liaas II, IS. aiMaptare ia»tniUd.y-Tw> of 



KHM, Snfc 1804, vol. A [ift »1J-9B4. In At latter of Aeat 
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Ictten Johnaon "Eg*T*?^ ta Siduodnn the pcopriotf (rf mikms 
an Index tohn dueewoika: " but whHs 1 4in wnliDg," (be adds] 
an objection uun; Hich m index to the thiee would look like the 
predusion of a tbiiith, to vhidi I will neta tnnlribute ; fn if I 
cannot benefit mmkind, I bope never to iujuie theib." Ricb- 
aidaon, however, adopted the hint; fin- in 17(Ui ha publiihed in 
octaio, " A CollectiDn of the Moral and Instructive Seotimoitt, 
Maximi, Cautions, and Rdectiana, eotitained in the Hutoii^ 
of PhihgIs, ClaiiaB, and Sii Chailn Oiandiaon, i^'g'-*'^ under 
proper heads." 

It is remarkable, diat both to this book, and to die flnt two 
TidutDeB of Clariaaa, it prefixed ■ Piebce, Jn a friend. The 
" friend," in thij latter inatonce, wm tile cc^rafed Dr. War- 
bnttra. U. 

Page 910, line 20. fie ii only a wit among Lordi,] — Jobn- 
Bon'g chaiacler of Chesterfield Beema to be imitated fFOm — inter 
ioctoi nobiHui'nmi, tnler nobilet dodUiinuii, inter vlroigut op- 
trntui; (ex Apoldo. v. Siaam. — Dedicatkin of Adagica to Lend 
Moontjtn ;) and tram Awr^ n fOjen^c, f ixortf o( n ilwisi;. 
Piocbia de Critia, K. 

F^e 2 1 9. Add to note 3.]— In a letter to Dr. Joaeph Warttm, 
written aome months before (March 8, il&i), Di. Johnacm thua 
speaks of Comn> : 

"But how little can we venture to exult in tnj intellectual 
powers or literary attainmeuts, when we consider the oondilim of 
poor Collins. I knew him a few years ago fiiJl of hopes, and fbll . 
of projects, versed in many longiuges, h^gh in fancy, and strong 
in retention. This busy and fOTdble mind is now under the go- 
vernment of those, wbo lately could not hate been able to compre- 
hmd the least and most narrow of his deugns. What do you 
hew of him ? are there hope* of his recovery ? or is he to pass the 
rauainder of Ms life in miiery and d^adation F perhaps, with 
complete ctaisdousnesa of bis calamity." , 

In a subeequoit letter to the same gentlemao (Dec 24, I7U], 
be thus fedii^y alludes to thor unfbnunata tnaii : 

" Poor dear CoDins ! Let me knew iriiether yon think it would 
rave him pleasure if 1 should vrila to iam. I have often been near 
hi* state, and tbercAre have it ia great commisentian.'' 

Agan,— April 9, 176« ! 

*> Wlwt becomes of poor dear CoDins? I wrote trim a letter 
iriiidi he never answered. I suppose wrilms is very troubleaome 
to him. That man is no conunon loss. The moraJuti all talk of 
the uncettainqr of fortoncand Ibe transitoTinesBofbean^: but it 
is yet more di«adfiil to Canada tliat thepnweitof dietoindaTt 
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, equally UiUs U dunM, llut undentanding mi.j make its ap- 
peaniKz and densrt, that it maj Mxa mi etqiin^" 

See Biographical Memntn of the Isle Reveiend Dr. Joceph 
Warton, by the RerereDd John Wool, A. M. 4(0. 1806, 

Mr. CoUini, who waa thetonof ahallei at Chicheeier, was horn 
Decranber 2G, 1 730, and vaa released irom the dismal Rate here 
aa pathetically desctibed, in 1756 . M. 

Page aaS, lice 4. fellel-ffo/f.]— Eettd-Hall U an ancient 
tenement buQt about the jear 1615, by Dr. Ralpb Kettel, Pre- 
rident <:£ Tiinilj Cullue, for the accommodatkiD m Commonera of 
that Socie^. It adjoini the College ; and TU a few yeaiB ago 
converted into b private home. M. 

Page liSS, line 31. I^Mmeuu^]— HeowiuialuipKAce 
ibe defiamc; ot the technical part of hu work ; and- be said, he 
riiouldbe muebabliged tomefordeSnitianiof munealtemii for 
hi) next edilioii, Thich be did oot live to luperintend. B. 

Page 815, line 8. Saretli,] — This ingenious fbreigiier, who 
wai analne of l^edmont, came to England about the year 1753, 
Hid died in London, May G, 1789. A very candid and judidoui 
account of him and hia works, beginning with (he words, " So 
murh asperity," and written, it ii believed, by a distiDguiihed dig- 
nitaiT in the church, mav be found in the Gentleman's Magazine, 
tot Iha, year, p. 469. M. 

Page 346, lines 1U> 19. Making proviikm far the dm) that viat 
patiingotxr Aim.] — He wu eofar Aum being "eet above the ne- 
cessity of making provijiDn tor tiie day that was passing over him," 
that he appear! to have been in this year in great pecuniary distreUy 
having been ureMed for debt ; on which occaaiun his friend. So* 
mud RiduudMn, became hia surety. See a letter from Johnson 
io him, on that lubject, dated Feb. 19, 1756. Bichardson's 
Correspondence, voL v. p. 283. M. 

Page £47, line 10. On the frit day tfihii year.]— In April 
in thii year, Jotuuon wrote a letter to Dr. Joaeph Walton, in con- 
■equmce of having read a few p^es of that gentleman's new^ 
published " Enay on the Qenius and Writings of Pope." Tlie 
only paragraph in it that respects Johnson's peisonal histray is 
this I " For my pan I have not lately done mudk I have btea 
ill in the winter, and my eye has been inflamed ; but I ploue my- 
•«lf with tlw hopes of doing many things, with which 1 have long 
fOeasedand deceivBd myself!" Memoirs of Dr. J. Warton, &e. 
4I0.18D6. M. 

Page 357, line 36. Autlurur i:f Iht preinium-tcheme.^-^iafiic 
• Celine ofDublin, tour quBitetly examinatioaB of the itildenli.are 
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iuiA m odi jaa, in vuioua preacribcd brancfaeB of lilcrstiue ami 
sdence { and premmms. condsting of bookt impre&sEd nith the 
CoU^ Arms, are adjudged W eztuninen to those who Itave most 
distioguished themsdvea in the sereral cbwea, after a veiy li^ 
trial, whkh lasts two dajs. Tlus luubtion, vhkh hag subsUud 
about seien^ years, bw been attended mch the moet beneficial 
eSeds. 

Th. Samud Madden was the first proposer of pienuunis in that 
UniTersity. They wereinstituted alxjut the year 1734. He ma 
aleooae of the founders of the Dublin Society for the encon. 
mgement of arts and agriculture. In additzon to Ihe premiums 
•■■*■ " ■ ....-■ ijfortli- 

fund. 
M. 

Page 257, line 31. Saaller'i Monument.]— Di. Hugh Boul- 
ter, Archbishop of Aim^h, and Primate of Ireland. He died 
Sept. ^2^, 174^1 at vMch time he was, fbr the thirteenth dme, one 
of. the Lords Justices of that kiiu;dam. Jdmson speaks of hmiin 
high terms of eramncmdacion, m his Life of Ambrose Philips. 
J. B.-0. 

PaffeSS?, lines 35,36. fFaJumtnialiiTiglliepoemmirie.i—Br. 
Madden wrote very bad veises. V. th^ prefixed lo Ldand's 
LifeofPMUpofMacedDn, 4to. 1758. ,K. 

Page ^59, line 27. Charlei O'Cmnor, £jj.]— Of this gen- 
tleman, vho died at his seat at Ballin^are, in the amaty of Ros- 
common in Ireland, July 1, 1791, in his 82d jtai, fome aixount 
may be found in the Osatlemaa's Magazine of that date. M. 

Page 360, lines 3, 4. I hoot long vaihed that the IHili lilem- 
tuTt aere cuAmiUi.]— The celebrated orator, Mr. Flood, has 
shewn himself to be of Dr. Johnson's opinion ; having by his will 
bequeathed his estate, after the death of his viie Lady Frances, ta 
the Univera^ of Ihiblin; " desiring that immediately after the 
said estate .shall come into their possession, iJiey shall appoint two 
profeison, one for the study of the native Erse or Irish language, 
and the other foi the study of Irish antii}uides and Irish history, 
and for the study of any other European language illustrative of, 
or auxiliary to, the study of Irish antiquities or Irish history; and 
that they shall give yearly two liberal premiums fbr two compoai- 
lions, one in verse, and the other in prose, in the Irish language." 

[Since the above was wriuen, Mr. Flood's Will has been set 
aside, after a tiial at bar, in the Court of Exchequer in Irdand. 
M.) 



3M ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Ptgt ni. line S. So. 33.]— Thu d^ct dm^ be laaai ia 
"■ 1 ndume itf JohoNo'i Hi " 



n obUoiiglf mumainiauid to Mi. Milcot bj dw Rct. Dr. 

,«■ 'Ac; ue [daod hen ■oncabh' M Iba dmnalogica] Older 

almoM unifiRinlj tiuarei by ue cnmonT ; aid ■> Kraq^ erinee 



F^ 375, Mm S8. To Mi; .bAwm, te Lidtfteti.]— SJnix 
IctUn of Dr. JofanKn, ocnaoDcdbr dwbMiDiieMof Inimodicr, 

^''**"~"'°'^" ' " 

'now 

r. Johmoa's piety, and tcsdemat of heart, diU crctjr n 

latbegMUfi ■' ■ ' 

Pips 276, li 
Six of tb 
frDm Mt' 
p. 360.0. 

P«gs aT6, ^« as, XiHy.]— Cwbuine Chimba«, Mtk 
Johnscni'i Diaid.wnMlL She died in OOabtr, 1707- See Di; 
Johnsni'i PkATEB* akq Meditatiovk, p. 71: "Sondsy, 
Oct. 18, nff]. Yateriaj, Oct. 17,. I took mj Imn Or ercr of 
■n; dear old fiiend, Cethanne Chamben, nbo aiae to lire widi 
my mother about 1794, and tiaa beei but Utile poted fiim ui 
rince. She buried mj ftthei, my broCber, and my modiei.** She 
ia oov fi%-«ight yean (dd." M. ' 

F^ STB, li 
wcttlen on du 
Porter. M. 

Page 378, hne 19. lltaee oimdlled to do adl.']— So, in the 
Prayer which he annposed oo diia oscaBmt : " Abni^^ Gad, 
meiaful Father, in whote handa bib )ife and death, aancuff mtta 
me the gorrov which 1 now fceL Forgive me wkatever I ioM 
done unkindly ta mg mother, and wtkolcoet I Itaee vaittti lo ia 
kindlg. Maike me to remember her good pfecepU and good a- 
ample, and to reform my life according to thy holy word," &c; 
FtuvEna AMD Mebitatioms, p. 31. M, 

Page 379, line 1*. .^an. 23, 1799.]— Mra. JohnaMi pmbiUy 
died on Ibe 2Dtli or 21n of January, and vaa buried oa the day 
thi> letter vaa written. U. 

•^79, line 96. One ueei:.]— RAaaELAB waa published io 



Page 279, line 96. 
Man£ or April 1799. 
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CKncbic, of PhiladelphU, with ilie cotn of s leUer vrituai b; Dr. 
Joha ArmMnHig, the poet, to Dr. SmoUelt at Lcjpiom, omtacnit^ 

mgi^j 

u Bciidi patriot, it is bard to lay from what mo- 
ll a letter of jona anking some tiiSing tsTour of 
faim in behalf of Bomebody for whom the great Crau (uliteratuie, 
Mr. Jidmaon, had inlereMed himself." M. 

Page 993, line IS. Never braken.'l^Wbeii Mr.Hui^yflrBt 
became acqnaiated with Dr. JohnBon, he was aliout thircy-ODe 
Tears dd. He fied at Enighubri^e, June 18, 1305, it is be. 
Uered in Ida eigfatf .second year. 

In an account of this gentleman poblishcd recently after bis 
deadi, be is repotted lo bare said, diat " be was but twenlt/-me, 
•Khea he had me impudence to write a periodiial paper, during the 
time that JcbDson WM publishing " UW Rambler. '—In a subee- 
qiumt pa«, in wUdi Mr* Bosvdl ^vee an account ef bia ficst 



sa of Mr. Murphy's memory; . 

_.entioned, if indeed be made it, wluch is by no means improbsblB, 
funusbee an addidonsJ proof of his inaccuracy : for both the facts 
asserted are unfbunde^ He appears to have beai eight years 
oUei than twenty-one, when he began the GrayVInn Journal ; 



and that paper, instead of running a race with Johnaon^s production, 
did not appear till aAer the clorang of tbe Rambler, iriich ended 
Ifardi 14, 171(2. The Scst number of tbe Oray's-Inn Journal 



I appearance aboat seven months afterwards, inanewEpsper 

of die lntie,«Iled tbe &aftanaD, October 'Ja, 17ri2; and in tbst 
fitim the fint ftnty-nine munbers were given to tbe puhlick. On 
Saturday, Sept. 29, 1753, it assumed a new fiirm, and was pub- 
lished as a distinct periodical paper ; and in thai shape it continued 
to be published till Hv: SlM of Sept. 1 764, when it finally closed ) 
forming in tbe whole one hundred and one Essays, in tbe folio 
copy. Tbe eitraonlina^ paper mentioD^ in tbe test is No. 38 
ol tbe second series, pobUshed on June 15, 1764 ; which is a re- 
tianslati<ni from tbe French TersiOQ of Johnson's Rambler, No. IttOi 
ll was omitted in the republication of these Eiaays in two volumes 
I2mo. in whidi me hundred and four are found, and in which the 
papers ue not always dated on the days when they really appeared ; 
BO that the motto prafiied to this Anglo-OaUicli Essteni talc, oi- 
icwti vera ■ncvfvnw, mi^t tetj properly have been prefixed to 
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itu woA, wbcn RpublidiBd. Hi. Hui^ did not, I brUeve. 
wiit on Johuoii recently lAti Ute pabUcmoa of lhi> adumbiMioR 
of one of tuiRambkn, M nam (o be MWed in &e text; for, in 
bUcondudiDg Eavf, Sept. SI, IJM, wc find the ftttovkig pv>- 
ptjpti: 

" BaUa, whj nwj' not a penon nthci diooK an air of bcdd 
B^^oice, ihan dw obaeun diBgaicc of pedantiand wrilen of 
aAOed phiaBcologji ? For m; part, I have alwm tbou^ an casj 
MylemoTe d^Uetttan a pomponi dictkm, lifttd up by mctapihar, 
amplified In epidiet, and di^nfled by too fnqucnt uueitiotis of 
the Lads iuan.'' It ii pnMde tbat the Rambki was boe in- 

not aequainicd with Johuon, whom, dom )uifintiiitrodiic>ioD,I]e 

be pienimod, did not comnaice till toranU Ilie end of lUi jear 



Ptef! 306, line 4S. 3fr. SuJiardnin It dead.]— Samud Rid. 
udsNi, Ibeaalbooi of Ctaiiua, Si Cbarlci Onndiion, ±a. Pe 
died JUI74, 1761, igid 72. M. 

Bige3l3,fine3B. Thij/ihattnot have ailn^.y—Alriatdof 
rtdnd Doce beaid him, during ihi* «uit, exclaim with the utmost 
vehemence, " I hate a Docket." J. B. 
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